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Seen here is a map of the Northern Allegheny Watershed as considered in this book. The Northern Watershed originates in Potter County, Pennsylvania, extends into southwestern New York, and ends at the Clarion River near Parker, Pennsylvania.



On the front cover: Seen here is the Devil’s Elbow of the Allegheny River in the 1930s, north of Warren, Pennsylvania, looking toward the village of Kinzua, as seen from old Route 59. (Author’s collection.)


 On the back cover: The Allegheny River at Warren, Pennsylvania, downstream of the current Pennsylvania Avenue Bridge is seen here around 1905. (Author’s collection.)
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INTRODUCTION

Five years ago, I embarked on a project that would ultimately grow into this book. I was granted a sabbatical from the university at which I work to explore the ecological history of the Allegheny River Valley. My goal was to understand how human land use had changed the landscapes of the river valley, focusing on the unique floodplain forests and islands on a stretch of the river between Warren and Tionesta, below the Kinzua Dam. During the scope of the project, I hiked the Northern Allegheny’s banks, I kayaked its waters, I biked its railroad beds, and I drove its winding back roads. I conducted field studies of its forests and waters. I poured over maps, historical photographs, postcards, old surveys, and many a dusty book. In the end, I completed the project, wrote my technical papers, and gave my scientific talks. But my time on the Allegheny had changed me. The river and its landscapes had become more than an object of study: they had become a part of me—a passion.

About 320 miles long, the Allegheny River of western Pennsylvania and southwestern New York flows through a region rich in natural resources and human history. The Allegheny rises in Potter County, Pennsylvania, flowing northwest through New York’s southern tier—Cattaraugus and Chautauqua counties—to reenter Pennsylvania in northern Warren County. From the state line, the Allegheny flows south over 200 miles to meet the Monongahela River at Pittsburgh to form the Ohio River, a major tributary of the Mississippi. That water welling up from the northern Pennsylvania springs, giving birth to the Allegheny and joined by the flows of many tributaries, ultimately reaches New Orleans and the Gulf of Mexico.

The Allegheny River Basin, with its Northern and Southern Watersheds, is a study in contrasts. The Northern Watershed, the scope of this book, is a region of scenic, winding creeks and rivers, abundant trout streams, deep forests, and small villages. The wealth of white pine in the Northern Watershed fueled a colorful lumber rafting era that persisted from the early 1800s to 1920. Railroad logging was born on the Northern Watershed in the 1880s, and the industrial-strength harvest that it inflicted can still be seen in today’s forests. Bark of its abundant hemlock supported some of the largest tanneries in the world through the 1930s. The discovery of oil in 1859 on Oil Creek near Titusville, Pennsylvania,—the “valley that changed the world”—shifted the boom from lumber to petroleum. The quest for oil continues in the region today. The Southern Watershed and its rich mineral resources, iron and coal, helped forge the Industrial Revolution, and its marks—coal mines, mills, warehouses, and factory towns—are scattered across today’s landscapes. Andrew Carnegie, John D. Rockefeller, J. P. Morgan, and Henry Clay Frick built their fortunes and industrial empires in large part from natural resources of the Allegheny Basin—oil, iron, steel, coal, and coke. Once part of the fleeting North American empire sought by the French and English in the 18th century and revered as homeland and hunting grounds by the Seneca, Delaware, and Shawnee Indians, the Allegheny River Basin is a landscape shaped by millennia of natural processes and centuries of human endeavor and desire. Few landscapes in the eastern United States tell a more enthralling story of the clashing of cultures, the boom and bust of industry, and the place of humans in the landscape than does the Allegheny Basin.

My interest in vintage postcards began when I found a haunting image of a young girl standing beside the Allegheny River near Warren, dated 1905. Written on the bottom of the card was a simple yet profound message: “Beauty.” It made me think of past times on the river, its people, their lifestyles, and how the river was the fabric of their everyday lives. I began to collect more postcards of the Allegheny and its major tributaries—the Clarion River, French Creek, and Tionesta Creek. I learned more about the region’s geography and history. Towns and cities—Smethport, Olean, Tidioute—became more than dots on a map or places that I have driven through heading somewhere else. They became focal points of a larger story. I became firmly hooked on postcards and their historical value. The end result is this book, which I hope will interest and inform a larger audience about the history of this fascinating and beautiful river valley. I should stress that Along the Allegheny River: The Northern Watershed is neither a comprehensive history nor a complete geography of the region. Instead, it is a series of focused vignettes of the Northern Watershed as seen through the postcards of a bygone era.

As an ecologist, I have organized the information in this book in a different manner than a historian or a geographer may. I have broken up the Northern Watershed of the Allegheny into its basic constituent parts—watersheds. A watershed is a drainage basin delineated by the landforms that surround it, forming a self-contained unit linked to the larger landscape by its fluxes and flows of water. Watersheds are the basic building blocks of landscapes. Moreover, watersheds reflect human history and, in many instances, shape it. Take, for example, the Oil Creek Valley. Endowed with rich petroleum reserves, the Oil Creek Valley was developed in a different manner and intensity than the Tionesta Creek Valley, which had some oil reserves but was richer in timber. I have followed the watershed classification of the Allegheny Watershed Atlas in organizing the eight chapters of this book. Not all geographic locales, however, fit nicely in this scheme. Towns like Warren, Franklin, and Tionesta occur at the confluence of a major creek—Conewango, French, and Tionesta creeks, respectively—and the Allegheny River. In these instances, the towns are placed in one of the two watersheds focused on the main-stem of the Allegheny.

Finally, I must comment about the spelling of the river’s name and how it varies geographically. Generally in Pennsylvania the river and its associated place names are spelled Allegheny. In New York and a few Pennsylvania locales (e.g., Port Allegany) the spelling is Allegany. I follow this convention for place names in Pennsylvania and New York but only refer to the river in the text as Allegheny.




One

THE UPPER ALLEGHENY VALLEY
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The Allegheny River rises in northeastern Potter County, Pennsylvania, a few miles north of U.S. Route 6 on a flat plateau geologists call the “Triple Divide.” On this unique site, three major drainages have their beginnings: the Genesee River flowing north to Lake Ontario; the West Branch of the Susquehanna River, via Pine Creek, flowing southeast to the Chesapeake Bay; and the Allegheny River flowing southwest through the Ohio and Mississippi valleys to the Gulf of Mexico.
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Route 6, the Roosevelt Highway, named after Pres. Theodore Roosevelt, traverses 11 counties and 400 miles of Pennsylvania’s northern tier. Route 6 was largely built by incorporating other existing highways, ultimately forming the first transcontinental highway in the United States. The first segment of Route 6, from Provincetown, Massachusetts, to Brewster, New York, was designated in 1925. Within a year, Route 6 was extended to Erie, Pennsylvania, largely by incorporating the Roosevelt Highway.
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The Roosevelt Highway was, and still is, an important east-west route through the Allegheny’s northern watershed. Tourists, lured by scenic beauty, clean air, and quality hunting and fishing, funnel through the region on the Roosevelt Highway, heading to camps, cottages, and accommodations in the larger towns. Clusters of cottages, like the rustic cottages pictured here, sprang up along the Roosevelt Highway in the 1930s to 1940s in response to the growth of tourism.
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The Ice Mine, four miles east of Coudersport, was discovered in 1894 by a prospector searching for silver. Ice was never commercially “mined” from the Ice Mine as the name implies. Ice begins to form in the mine—a pit or shaft 10 feet long, 8 feet wide, and 40 feet deep—during spring, producing icicles that are 3 feet thick and 25 feet long by the summer. By the 1930s, the Ice Mine was an important tourist stop, with thousands of visitors annually.
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Potter County, named after Revolutionary War general James Potter, was created in 1804 from part of Lycoming County. Coudersport, the seat of Potter County, was founded in 1808. Historian Sherman Day found Coudersport a “small but thriving town” in 1843 with “. . . a stone courthouse and jail, an academy, three stores, two taverns, a carding machine, mills, and dwellings.” The county courthouse, built in 1835 and renovated in 1888, is the large building with the clock tower in the left center view of this postcard.
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This postcard, postmarked 1908, shows a view of the Main Street business district of Coudersport. A 1915 commonwealth survey notes that Coudersport “ . . . is a manufacturing town, its principal industries comprising the tannery of the Elk Tanning Company, employing about 300 men, a small condensed milk factory and several small plants for the manufacture of baskets, barrels, and clothespins.”
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This is a view of the Allegheny River near Port Allegany, McKean County the “Canoe Place.” The Allegheny Valley was an important transportation corridor for Native Americans. In the vicinity of Port Allegany, at least three Native American trails converged: the Sinnemahoning Path from Loch Haven; the Big Portage Path from Emporium; and the Ichsua Path from Port Allegany to Olean, New York. Canoe Place refers to a site where new canoes, probably from local white pine, were made to continue a voyage.
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This birds-eye view is of Port Allegany from a sky-tint postcard postmarked 1929. By 1915, Port Allegany was an industrial town with three glass factories employing nearly 500 workers; a tannery of the Elk Tanning Company with 120 workers processing 500 skins daily; and a tan bark extract factory of the American Extract Company with about 20 workers. As early as 1883, Port Allegany’s tannery was thought to be one of the largest in the United States.
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A vital ingredient for tanning leather was tan bark, harvested from eastern hemlock. As late as the 1880s, vast forests of hemlock remained on the Allegheny’s Northern Watershed. Teams of men, like these two gentleman pictured in this postcard from the Pennsylvania Lumber Museum, would enter the forests in spring when hemlock bark is loose and easily peeled from the trees. The tanneries of northern Pennsylvania were insatiable, consuming an estimated 40,000 cords of bark and 4,000 acres of forest yearly by the late 1880s.
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Port Allegany grew up around its town square, flanked by the Main Street business section. The top postcard, postmarked 1913, shows Main Street as a broad, rutted dirt track with wood-planked sidewalks fronting the businesses. The lower postcard, a litho-chrome produced in Leipzig, Germany, and published by J. Herbert Williams, shows the town square with its central gazebo and system of wood-plank sidewalks. Note the water faucet in the foreground.
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Smethport, the county seat of McKean County located on Potato Creek, was named for Theodore de Smeth, a Dutch agent for the Ceres Land Company, an entity that owned 300,000 acres in McKean and Potter counties. In the early 1900s, Smethport had a population of 2,000 and the town was a center of the glass industry hosting factories of the Birney-Bond Glass Company, the Smethport Cut Glass Company, and the Smethport Glass Company.
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McKean County, formed in 1804, was named for Thomas McKean, the second governor of Pennsylvania and a signer of the Declaration of Independence. The top divided back postcard, postmarked 1913, shows the original McKean County courthouse designed by architect M. E. Beebe, built in Smethport in 1881.



[image: e9781439616307_i0016.jpg]

Bradford, Pennsylvania, located on Tunungwant Creek, was first settled in 1837 by Levitt Little, an agent of the United States Land Company. It was incorporated as a borough in 1872, with a population of about 600. Oil exploration near Bradford began in 1871. In 1875, the productive Crocker well was drilled and boom times ruled. Oil historian J. J. McLaurin noted that by 1876, Bradford had “Ten churches, schools, five banks, stores, hotels, three newspapers, street-cars, miles of residences, and fifteen-thousand of the liveliest people on earth . . .”
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Eventually, the Bradford oil field would encompass 84,000 acres, including parts of Pennsylvania’s McKean County and New York’s Allegany and Cattaraugus counties. J. J. McLaurin quipped that after the discovery of the Crocker well, “Rigs multiplied like rabbits in Australia.” And for good reason: of the 2,000 wells drilled from 1877 to 1878, only four percent were unproductive. The Bradford field was so prolific that by 1881 it produced over 90 percent of the nation’s petroleum.
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The Allegheny River flows northeast from McKean County to enter New York in southeastern Cattaraugus County to become the Allegany River. The forests along this stretch of the Allegheny were impressive, especially their white pine, as described by historians J. W. Barber and H. Howe: “ . . . along the Allegany river, there are broad belts of white pine . . . Some of the trees have measured 230 feet in height, and five of them have been known to furnish a hundred lumber-man’s logs.”
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Rock City Park, near Olean, New York, is considered the world’s largest deposit of quartz conglomerate rock or “puddingstone.” Boulder “rock-houses,” 30 to 40 feet high, are separated by fissures that resemble streets, hence the name “rock city.” Rock City Park is a private attraction that opened to the public in 1890. Served by trolley, the park boasted the Bon Air Hotel and a dance pavilion where John Philip Sousa once performed.
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In 1803, Maj. Adam Hoops, a Revolutionary War veteran, contracted with the Holland Land Company for 20,000 acres at the junction of the Allegheny River and Ischua (now Olean) Creek. Inspired by the Seneca Oil Spring near Cuba, New York, Hoops named the land at the confluence of the Allegheny River and Ischua Creek Olean Point for the Latin oleum, meaning oil. This birds-eye postcard shows a view of Olean in the early 1900s.



[image: e9781439616307_i0022.jpg]

With the development of the Bradford oil field in Pennsylvania, Olean became a prosperous oil storage and refining area, reflected in the thriving town center depicted above. A pipeline linked a pump station in the Tunungwant Valley to storage tanks in Olean’s Academy Hill in 1875. By the 1880s, Olean became the world’s largest storage area for oil, with over 300 tanks. In 1881, J. D. Rockefeller’s Standard Oil built a 315-mile pipeline from Olean to Bayonne, New Jersey. The pipeline operated until 1927.
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By 1915, five tanneries were in operation in Olean, including the Quirin Tannery depicted in this postcard, which is postmarked 1912. The long, shed-like structure in the right-center foreground of this view is a stack of hemlock bark. The tanning of each hide required 12 times its weight in bark, so tanneries needed to be close to bark sources. The message on this postcard reads “ . . . worked this holiday. We go to Black Creek tomorrow from there I don’t quite no where.” Perhaps Black Creek, near Olean, was a source of tan bark.
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The Allegheny River flows between levees or dykes near Olean as shown in this postcard view from the 1950s. In 1942, a flood caused $3.7 million of damage to Olean, prompting the Army Corps of Engineers to improve the levee system. In all, six miles of existing levees were improved, one and a half miles of new levees were constructed, and a half-mile concrete flood wall was added.
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Four miles downstream from Olean is the village of Allegany. Near here in 1836, Nicolas Devereux bought a tract of land from the Holland Land Company on which he planned to build “Allegany City,” a grandiose commercial and cultural hub for the region. The city was never built. The message on the blue-sky postcard below of Main Street Allegany, postmarked 1933, reads, “We get our meals from the convent,” probably in reference to St. Elizabeth’s Academy, a Franciscan girl’s school founded in 1859.
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One of Nicolas Devereux’s schemes that did materialize was the founding of a Franciscan college on his land. Devereux journeyed to Rome and asked the Vatican to send Franciscan missionaries to western New York, offering $5,000 and 200 acres of land. The pope sent Devereux four volunteers in 1855, and by 1859, St. Bonaventure College opened its doors to 15 students. St. Bonaventure was incorporated as a college in 1875, and in 1950, it became the only Franciscan institution to achieve university status.
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The Allegheny Valley was an important transportation corridor, as depicted in this scene between Olean and Salamanca, New York. The state highway referred to in the postcard’s caption is probably the current New York Route 417. The dual sets of tracks include a railway-probably the tracks closest to the Allegheny River—and a trolley line. The trolley system in the region was impressive, connecting Bradford and Shinglehouse, Pennsylvania, with Olean, Salamanca, and other New York towns.
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Salamanca is the northern gateway to Allegany State Park, and viewing the town from the park’s overlook has been a tourist ritual since the park was established in 1921. In this view of Salamanca, postmarked 1929, the sender of the card writes, “We are having a wonderful time here. It really is a beautiful spot. We caught this view with our Kodak but don’t know yet if it’s any good.”
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Salamanca was an important crossroad where rail lines from Pittsburgh, Erie, Buffalo, Rochester, and Cleveland met. The Erie Railroad reached the area in 1851, followed by the Atlantic and Great Western Railroad in 1872. The lines met at the small settlement of Bucktooth, which was renamed Salamanca in honor of Don Jose Salamanca y Mayol, a major railroad stockholder and capitalist from Spain. Salamanca is the only U.S. city to occur completely in an American Indian reservation, the Seneca’s Allegany Reservation.



Northwest of Salamanca, on Little Valley Creek, is the village of Little Valley, the seat of Cattaraugus County. The county courthouse shown in this postcard, postmarked 1909, was built in 1867. Salamanca made an unsuccessful bid for the county seat in 1892. Cattaraugus is a Native American name that means “foul-smelling bank,” probably in reference to the natural gas that exudes from the ground in several places in the county, especially along Cattaraugus Creek and Lake Erie.
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The Allegany Reservation of the Seneca Indian Nation was a strip of land 40 miles long and one mile wide centered on the Allegheny River east of Salamanca, extending near the Pennsylvania border. The Allegany Reservation was one of 11 tracts reserved for the Seneca by the Treaty of Big Tree in 1797. This postcard, postmarked 1909, shows a “Typical Indian Dwelling - Salamanca, N.Y.”
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The 65,000-acre Allegany State Park, surrounded by the Seneca’s Allegany Reservation, was established in 1921. Lands comprising and surrounding the park, originally 100,000 acres, were deeded to the state by the Holland Land Company in 1814 as part of the “Donation Lands” used as the company’s contribution to building the Erie Canal. This view shows the park’s Tudor-style administration building on Red House Lake, a recreation and administrative center.
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This view from a linen postcard postmarked 1940 shows the “Lake and Spillway, Allegany State Park.” The dam depicted here forms Quaker Lake. The spillway marks the location of where the former Allegany and Kinzua Railroad crossed over Quaker Run to connect with other railways connecting Bradford and Corydon, Pennsylvania. The first tract acquired for Allegany State Park, 7,000 acres, was in the Quaker Run watershed near the former logging settlement of Frecks, named after H. C. Frecks, who built a band saw mill here in the 1880s.
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The Allegany School of Natural History offered classes in Allegany State Park for two months in the summer. A vision of Chauncey J. Hamlin, a lawyer turned conservationist and president of the Buffalo Society of Natural Sciences, the school was intended “to supplement ordinary school work and give practical field instruction to teachers and leaders of young people’s organizations in appreciation of outdoor life.” The message on this card, postmarked 1935, reads “... Enjoying two weeks at Natural Science Camp . . . Dad and Hildegard S.”
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Parks are established for multiple uses, including conservation, education, and recreation, and Allegany State Park was no exception. Recreation, especially camping, was an important early use of the park, as shown in this card postmarked 1931. A vegetation survey of the park, published in 1937, recommended that campgrounds not be placed in forested areas because “humidity and air circulation is so poor,” resulting in uncomfortable dampness and “danger from falling trees and branches.”
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The Allegheny River reenters Pennsylvania in northeastern Warren County near the former town of Corydon, now flooded by the Allegheny Reservoir. This undivided back card, postmarked 1907, shows the remains of the old wooden dam across the Allegheny at Corydon, with a view of the town in the background. The slack water pool created by the dam was popular among anglers who often stayed at the Corydon House, a hotel built in the mid-1800s and closed in 1925.
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Various types of watercraft were used on the Allegheny River for travel, hunting, and fishing. This image shows two long, narrow wooden johnboats, popular craft on the Allegheny as they were maneuverable in shallow water. Johnboats were usually pushed with a long pole by a boater who stood in the middle of the boat. Johnboats were sometimes outfitted for night-fishing by equipping the bow and stern with burning knots of pitch pine providing light for spear-fishing.



The Cornplanter Tract of the Seneca Indians was located just south of Corydon on the west bank of the Allegheny River at the confluence of Cornplanter Run. The tract was named for Cornplanter, the distinguished Seneca chief. This postcard reproduces a portrait of Cornplanter that was painted from life in 1796 by the artist F. Bartoli. The portrait is thought to be the first truly American oil painting of a Native American.
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Cornplanter led the Seneca against the United States during the Revolutionary War but became an ally of the young republic in later years. In reward for his services, Pennsylvania granted Cornplanter and his heirs land along the Allegheny River in Venango and Warren counties, most of the latter lands to become the Cornplanter Tract or grant. In 1866, thirty years after his death, Pennsylvania erected this monument to Cornplanter, the first monument in the United States to honor a Native American.



[image: e9781439616307_i0040.jpg]

This “Cornplanter Souvenir” postcard shows images of an older Cornplanter, the Cornplanter Monument on the Cornplanter Tract, and Cornplanter’s son, Charles O‘Bail, who was born around 1780 and died before 1871. Cornplanter was the son of a Seneca woman and the Dutch trader John O’Bail or Abeel and was sometimes called Captain John O’Bail, the surname taken by his descendants. The monument was moved to Riverview Cemetery in 1964 due to the eventual flooding of the Cornplanter Tract by Kinzua Dam.
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Shown above is a view of the village of Kinzua, formerly located on the confluence of Kinzua Creek and the Allegheny River just north of Warren and the “Big Bend” of the river. In the early 1900s, Kinzua had around 600 inhabitants, many of whom were employed at the local sawmill or the wood chemical plant owned by the Kinzua Chemical Company. Kinzua is a corruption of a Seneca word that either means “they gobble,” referring to plentiful wild turkey, or “place of many fishes.”
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These two postcard views are of the Kinzua Valley, the top postmarked 1942 the lower dated 1929. The sender of the top card, Vina Adams, writes, “This is a view of Kinzua, the school house on the hill is where I got my ‘learning’ and just below the school house a little to the right is where my father’s home stands. Sorry the house is not in this picture.” Perhaps the house of Adam’s father is at right center in the lower image.
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This Silvercraft postcard shows the Cornplanter Service Station near Kinzua in the 1940s. Located on the Allegheny River at the junction of Routes 59 and 159, the service station was a popular tourist stop with “cabins, showers, and lunches.” The caption on the back of the card boasts a variety of petroleum products including “Keystone, Electro, Tydol, Texaco, Mobile, and Kendall Gasolines and Oils.” Note the wealth of gas pumps in the bottom left corner of the image.
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Upstream from Kinzua, Kane lies on a triple divide with drainage to the north by Kinzua Creek, to the southwest by Tionesta Creek, and to the southeast by the Clarion River. Kane was founded in 1859 by Gen. Thomas L. Kane, who commanded the Pennsylvania Bucktails, an elite sharpshooter unit, during the Civil War. In the early 1900s, Kane was an important oil and gas center and railroad hub with a population of 8,000.



Among its numerous distinctions, Kane was considered the summer vacation place for those who suffer from hay fever and other allergies. This card, showing the “Lakes to Sea Highway Near Kane,” notes an “Altitude over 2,000 feet” and “Positive Relief from Hay Fever and Asthma.” A 1940 travel guide boasts that Kane has “a rigidly enforced local ordinance against weeds [which] has attracted many sufferers from asthma and hayfever.”
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As a child, E. H. McCleary of Kane dreamed of having a wolf as a pet. When he became a physician, McCleary started his own wolf rescue in 1921. He focused on “lobo or buffalo” wolves from the western United States. The wolves were persecuted by ranchers and the federal government. McCleary brought the wolves to his compound located between Kane and Mount Jewett. The “Lobo Wolf Pack” became a tourist stop on the Roosevelt Highway and was “visited by thousands each year” as noted in this card, postmarked 1942.
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Mount Jewett, upstream from Kane, was also on a triple divide with drainage to the south and east on Potato Creek, to the north on Kinzua Creek, and to the southwest on the Clarion River. In the early 1900s, Mount Jewett was an industrial and railroad town with at least eight railroads leading from it. This view of Main Street, postmarked 1925, appears to have been taken during the Fourth of July, given all the flags.
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The Kinzua Bridge, northeast of Mount Jewett, was a marvel of engineering. Built in 1882, it stood 301 feet above the Kinzua Creek and spanned 2,053 feet of the valley’s width. The original iron structure was rebuilt with steel in 1900 to handle heavier trains and loads. Freight traffic was discontinued in 1959, and in 1963, the bridge and surrounding acreage were designated a state park. On July 21, 2003, an F1 tornado hit the bridge and leveled 11 of its 20 support towers.
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