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Fort Ticonderoga is located in the Lake Champlain region of upstate New York, midway between Albany and Montreal. The fort (lower right) was “the key to the continent” in the French and Indian War (1754-1763) and the American Revolution (1775-1783) because it controlled the portage between Lakes George (upper left) and Champlain (lower left). These lakes were part of the principal path through the Appalachians into the interior of North America until the 19th century.
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The French began the construction of the fort in 1755 and called it Fort Vaudreuil. However, it was referred to as Fort Carillon, a French corruption of the Spanish name Philippe du Fresnoy de Carion, who had Carion’s trading post at the portage in the late 17th century. The fort was renamed Ticonderoga, a Mohawk word meaning “the land between the two great waters,” after its capture by the British in 1759.






Table of Contents




Title Page

Copyright Page

Dedication


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

FOREWORD

One - CHAMPLAIN’S LAKE

Two - THE WILDERNESS BASTION

Three - THE BATTLE OF CARILLON

Four - AMERICA’S FIRST VICTORY

Five - THE WAR IN THE NORTHERN DEPARTMENT

Six - THE NORTHERN TOUR

Seven - THE RESTORATION BEGINS

Eight - THE RESTORATION CONTINUES






ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Many people contributed to the successful completion of this project, and I am grateful for the assistance they gave me. Special thanks are due to Eileen Greeley and William Trombley for allowing me to use postcards from their collections. Karl Crannell, public programs coordinator at Fort Ticonderoga, drew the maps of the Champlain Valley, the Garrison Grounds, and the fort that grace the opening pages of this work. Christopher D. Fox, the Anthony D. Pell curator of collections at Fort Ticonderoga, spent many hours with me as I went through the fort’s vast holdings of books, scrapbooks, manuscripts, prints, and postcards. He could always locate exactly what I needed. His encyclopedic knowledge of the fort’s collections, as well as his eagerness to help, made my research considerably easier. Nicholas Westbrook, director at Fort Ticonderoga, not only wrote the foreword to this book but also wholeheartedly and enthusiastically supported this project from its inception. He read several drafts of the text and made many insightful suggestions for its improvement. The kindness and patience of Pam O’Neil, my editor at Arcadia Publishing during the writing of this book, are gratefully acknowledged.

For consistency, modern names are used to identify locations.

[image: e9781439615638_i0004.jpg]

Sarah G. T. and Stephen H. P Pell, with the financial aid of Sarah’s father, Col. Robert Means Thompson, began the restoration of Fort Ticonderoga in March 1909. Since 1931, the Fort Ticonderoga Association, a private not-for-profit educational institution, has continued the Pell family’s stewardship of this National Historic Landmark. The fort is open to the public from early May to mid-October and welcomes about 100,000 visitors annually.






FOREWORD

Travelers have always sought a souvenir, an aide-mémoire, a tangible piece of magic to bring back the flood of memories surrounding a travel experience. The ancient Egyptians traveled to the hereafter with a variety of mnemonic tools, as well as necessary food and useful tools to keep in mind and heart the experience of this world.

Tourists—those having the luxury of traveling simply for the pleasure of seeing and experiencing—are a relatively recent historical phenomenon. In this country, tourism was born in the aftermath of the Revolution. Tourists were curious to discover the landscape, history, and commercial promise of the new American republic. New, ever-cheaper modes of transportation, like turnpikes, canals, and eventually railroads, sped travel. Guidebooks helped tourists plan their journeys, steered them to important locations, and helped them understand the significance of the scenes before them. For the creative, diaries and sketchbooks captured the memories. For the less talented (or lazier) tourist, commerce responded with engravings, lithographs, photographs, and stereopticon views. A century ago, postcards became an inexpensive way for tourists to collect and share views. In them we can trace the fascination for historic sites, plaques, monuments, and heroes of the past.

Lake Champlain, and Fort Ticonderoga in particular, offered one of the earliest destinations for tourists in this country. Here was an opportunity to walk a battlefield drenched in blood during at least two wars, to view the romantic ruins of the old French fort, and to see juxtaposed the picturesque farmlands of the lakeshore and the sublime crags of the Adirondack and Green Mountains. Here one could find both the glorious history and landscape of our young country. As a result, there survives a remarkably rich graphic record of the lake and fort.

When one assembles, as Carl Crego has in this delightful book, a century of postcards recording the history of a historic site and its region, one discovers a graphic record of the popular historical imagination. Here we can trace the rise and ebb of public interest in various historic places and heroes along “the warpath of nations.” We can also see through a century’s postcards a waning public knowledge of the details—even the broad themes—of the wars for empire and liberty that raged through the Champlain Valley for more than two centuries after the arrival of Samuel de Champlain in 1609.

At the same time, each postcard is eloquent testimony, a souvenir, of an ineffable bonding with a historic site. Each postcard proclaims proudly that “I was here,” united with past and place. Many cards also emphasize the senders’ desire to share that experience: “Wish you were here.” The cards record personal links both to those places that are a part of our common heritage, and to others, family and friends, who are our circle of community. Our civic culture, our shared identity as a people, wells up from just such sharing.

Author Carl Crego’s collection musters an army of cardboard witnesses to generations of profound experience with these historic sites. He is a collector, donor, and Friend of Fort Ticonderoga. We have appreciated Crego’s interest in Fort Ticonderoga, have enjoyed sharing his collector’s quest, and have learned much from his new research in preparing this book.

Carl Crego knows—as did the sender of each of these postcards, as did the ancient Greek historian Herodotus—that story is at the heart of history. Each postcard sender tried to share his or her personal story about a connection with the national pageant made by being here. Crego imaginatively uses a century of postcards to help us rediscover four centuries of stories about this lake and this fort.

From Fort Ticonderoga on Lake Champlain, we wish you were here!


 —Nicholas Westbrook 
Director, Fort Ticonderoga
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For more than 200 years, the Champlain Valley was the “warpath of nations” as first the British and French, and later the Americans and the British, fought each other for control of this vital region.



[image: e9781439615638_i0006.jpg]

The Fort Ticonderoga Garrison Grounds totals 546 acres and includes the Carillon Battlefield, restored Fort Ticonderoga and its outer redoubts, the Pavilion, and the King’s Garden. William Ferris Pell, a New York City importer, purchased the Garrison Grounds in 1820 from its joint owners, Columbia and Union Colleges.
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The French began the construction of Fort Ticonderoga in 1755. It was designed and built by Michel Eustace Gaspard, Marquis de Lotbinière, in the four-bastioned style of Maréchal Sébastien Le Prestre de Vauban (1633-1707), King Louis XIV’s great military engineer.






One

CHAMPLAIN’S LAKE

I took aim with my arquebus and shot straight at one of the three chiefs, and with this shot two fell to the ground [dead] and one of their companions was wounded.


 —Samuel de Champlain, 1613



 The Champlain Valley was formed about a million years ago as glaciers moved south from the arctic. About 12,000 years ago, the last of the glaciers melted and formed a saltwater sea. The skeleton of a beluga whale and the fossils of other prehistoric marine life have been found in the Champlain Valley. Gradually, the water flow reversed and the sea became a freshwater lake as its tributaries flushed out the salt water.

For more than 9,000 years prior to the European settlement of the Champlain Valley, Indians hunted, fished, and fought each other for control of the area. By the beginning of the 17th century, the Champlain Valley was contested by the region’s two great Indian powers, the Algonquins of the St. Lawrence River region and the Iroquois Confederacy that controlled the lands to the south. Both claimed the game-rich forests surrounding Lake Champlain as their exclusive hunting preserve.

French and British colonists would be drawn into the struggle for this strategic waterway. French settlement of the St. Lawrence River region began in 1535. However, it was not until 1608 that France was able to establish its first permanent settlement at Quebec. Its founder and the first governor of New France was Samuel de Champlain.
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Samuel de Champlain (1567–1635), French explorer and cartographer, is known as the father of New France for his efforts to establish settlements in the Acadia and St. Lawrence regions of modern Canada. On July 3, 1608, he founded a trading post at the first narrows of the St. Lawrence River. This trading post became the modern city of Quebec, the oldest city in the Western Hemisphere north of St. Augustine, Florida. Champlain, like many explorers of the period, wanted to find the Northwest Passage, the shortcut waterway through North America to the Pacific Ocean and the riches of Asia. Although his efforts to find the Northwest Passage failed, Champlain’s explorations of the Lake Huron region produced the first accurate maps of the Great Lakes basin, thereby facilitating future French exploration of this area.
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From his headquarters in Québec, Champlain was able to establish mutually beneficial commercial relations and military alliances with the local Indians. Champlain had heard of a great lake to the south and believed that his only hope of seeing it would be by traveling with a raiding party. He promised to accompany a war party of Hurons, Algonquins, and Montagnais when they traveled south to fight their common enemy, the Iroquois.



[image: e9781439615638_i0010.jpg]

The raiding party of several hundred Indians and 13 French soldiers set out on June 28, 1609. By July 4, only Champlain, two French soldiers, and about 60 Indian allies remained. On that date, they entered a large lake that Champlain named after himself. On the evening of July 29, they came upon 200 Iroquois camped on the Ticonderoga peninsula. Because it was getting dark, both sides agreed to fight the next morning.
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On the morning of July 30,1609, both sides lined up to do battle. Champlain loaded his arquebus, a matchlock musket, with four musket balls. When the battle began, Champlain fired his arquebus, killing two Iroquois chiefs and wounding a third. Champlain’s two soldiers then fired their arquebuses. The panic-stricken Iroquois fled with Champlain’s Indian allies in hot pursuit. That afternoon, the raiding party began the trek back to Quebec.
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On May 3, 1912, a memorial to Samuel de Champlain was dedicated at Crown Point, New York. The memorial, which was incorporated into a lighthouse, consists of a statue of Champlain flanked by the statues of an Indian and a French voyageur. Beneath the Champlain statue is a bronze medallion bust by Auguste Rodin called La France. The lighthouse was decommissioned in 1926, and the adjoining lighthouse keeper’s cottage was torn down.
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