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This c. 1910 10-image postcard is designed to give the recipient a concept of the many sites he or she can enjoy while visiting Boston or reading this book. Postcards showing multiple images have been popular since the earliest days of postcards and are still commonly found on postcard stands today. Each of the 10 sites illustrated are visited in this book.
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From the earliest days of postcards the generic, good-for-all-locations postcards were popular with purchasers at any visitor location. A combination of cheer, humor, and romance was usually the subject of the mass-produced greetings postcard. The card was then overprinted with the name of the location. Often, as in this case, the overprint was placed on a pennant. This c. 1910 postcard is a fine example of such a greeting.
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INTRODUCTION

We hope to convey to the reader some of the enthusiasm we feel about the great city of Boston and the collecting of that colorful social document, the postcard. Boston postcards recorded and popularized sites (and sights) of the Freedom Trail, the Black Heritage Trail, and the HarborWalk before the sites were organized into meaningful tours. Of Boston’s four most popular historic trails, only the Emerald Necklace predates the postcard.

United States government postal cards, not to be confused with postcards, were first authorized in 1873. Private mailing cards, the predecessor of postcards, were authorized in 1898. Postcards were authorized in late 1901. All were instant successes. Postcards were a cheap and quick way to communicate throughout the first 60 years of the 20th century. When pictures were added to these cards, people immediately started accumulations and collections of them. A surprisingly large number of early postcards in our collection make reference to these collections.

Postcards went beyond mass appeal. Many people distributed studio portraits of family members by having the portraits printed in a postcard format. Images of some of our ancestors can only be found on such postcards. Today many people make and mail family images to friends and relatives as holiday greetings. While we take them for granted, future generations will thrill over them.

Postcards were hastily printed to illustrate town fairs, specific events, the workaday world, private homes, private possessions, disasters, and other significant and insignificant events. Even today, postcard advertisements grace our mailbox.

Enough words! Let’s explore Boston and its history via its old postcards.


 William J. and Elaine A. Pepe 
March 2009
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Private printers received government authority to print cards, but they could not refer to them as “postal” and had to include the phrase “Authorized by Act of Congress of May 19, 1898.” The phrase requirement was dropped in December 1901. This private mailing card shows two 1904 postmarks, one from its point of origination and one from its destination post office. The penciled writing has faded to almost illegibility.
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This ornate souvenir postcard was copyrighted in 1904. It bears two postmarks, origination and arrival, from February 1906. The card’s reverse has a photograph of South Meeting House, Boston, and abundant white space for a message. Despite the sender’s small handwriting, the sender of the card utilized all the white message space available. Forms of the word postcard, but not the word postal, were authorized in December 1901.






One

BOSTON COMMON AND THE PUBLIC GARDEN
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Boston Common is a fitting place to start an exploration of historic and beautiful Boston. The common was established around 1634 when the land was purchased from William Blackstone. The common is the start of Boston’s Emerald Necklace and the final stop on Boston’s Freedom Trail. The common contains one of Boston’s oldest graveyards, Central Burying Ground. The British soldiers who died at Bunker Hill are buried there.
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The Robert Gould Shaw Memorial, unveiled in 1897, memorializes Col. Robert Gould Shaw and the men of the 54th Massachusetts Infantry, the first regiment of free slaves. The regiment had marched down Beacon Street on its way to combat in the South. During the Civil War, Shaw and many of his men died assaulting Fort Wagner in Charleston Harbor, South Carolina. The memorial is part of the Black Heritage Trail.
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Another view of the Robert Gould Shaw Memorial appears on this postcard. The memorial was sculpted by Augustus Saint-Gaudens (1848–1907). Saint-Gaudens’s Cornish, New Hampshire, home is preserved as a memorial by the National Park Service. The white space at the bottom of the postcard is for the message. As with most other pre-1907 postcards, the postage side carries the message “This side for address only.”
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After the Civil War, many statues and memorials honoring those who gave their lives were erected on town commons. In 1877, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts dedicated a memorial on Flagstaff Hill in Boston Common. It was created by Martin Milmore (1844–1883), an Ireland native who was raised in Boston. At its peak, the soldier and sailor monument has a representation of liberty. At the base of the column are four allegoric figures representing north, south, east, and west. Standing on the pedestals at the base of the memorial are four bronze figures representing peace, a Civil War sailor, history, and a federal soldier of the Civil War period. Four bas-reliefs depict Fort Sumter where the Civil War started, men leaving for the war, men returning from the war, and Boston’s sanitation commission, which worked throughout the Civil War to reduce deaths due to illnesses. Flagstaff Hill was the site of the British troop encampment during the occupation of Boston, 1768–1776.
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In October 1848, water from Cochituate Reservoir, 15 miles outside Boston, first arrived in Boston. During the celebration of that event, the water was allowed to flow to Frog Pond. The pond had been a natural pond noted for its frogs, a delicacy to the French immigrants of the time, hence the pond’s name. Sixty-five years later, children interpose themselves in the photographer’s scene. This card is postmarked 1913.
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A flotilla of toy boats sails gracefully across Frog Pond in this c. 1910 postcard. In its earlier history, when the pond was a natural pond, frogs and fish populated it, and the public was allowed to catch them. As knowledge of health practices increased, reasonably strict restrictions were applied to public use of the Frog Pond. In recent years, ice-skating has been encouraged at Frog Pond.



[image: e9781439622209_i0012.jpg]

This colorful postcard shows Frog Pond’s water spray helping to cool young, energetic swimmers. In an effort to reduce the cost of making postcards, manufacturers resorted to the use of a lower-quality paper, which had a linen appearance. These postcards became known as linens and were made from the 1930s to the 1950s. This particular card is postmarked 1954.
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Another colorful linen postcard shows a predominantly adult population enjoying the cooling effects of sitting next to the Frog Pond. The water spray is putting on an entertaining exhibit. In addition to using a lower-quality paper, manufacturers of postcards also included white borders on their cards to save printing ink. After World War II, postcards—as an instant communication medium—succumbed to the competition of telephones.
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Brewer Fountain was first installed on Boston Common in 1868. The figures on the fountain represent figures from mythology that relate to water. It was the gift of Gardner Brewer, is named in his honor, and is a bronze replica of a French fountain. It was the first piece of public art installed on Boston Common. The current Massachusetts State House is in the background.
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This c. 1910 full-photo postcard shows one of the walkways through Boston Common. Even today, a century later, the common is a popular place for visitors, residents, and workers to unwind from the hectic pace of city life. In many instances, the same trees illustrated on this postcard, their trunks a bit more thick, are still shading the walkways of Boston Common.
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Crispus Attucks was the first man felled by British soldiers on that March evening of 1770 when British troops fired upon the colonist demonstration. Attucks is buried in the Granary (see page 16), but this monument to him and the other four men that died that tragic evening is located in Boston Common. The event was embellished by John Adams and Paul Revere and became known as the Boston Massacre.
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The Parkman Bandstand was dedicated in 1912 and renovated in 1996. Benches surrounded the bandstand, and band concerts have graced the common for years. The benches are gone, but the bandstand remains in steady use. The bandstand is named in honor of George F. Parkman Jr. (1823–1908), a lawyer who resided on Beacon Street and who left $5 million for the care of the common and other city parks.
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The Granary, a burying ground adjacent to Park Street Church, was once a part of Boston Common. The Granary was set aside as a burying ground in 1660. The graveyard became known as the Granary because a granary (grain storage building) was moved to the site adjacent to the graveyard. Park Street Church now occupies that site. In 1880, the last burial was performed at the Granary.



[image: e9781439622209_i0019.jpg]

Notable persons from Boston’s illustrious history are buried in the Granary. Dominant in the postcard illustrated is the memorial to Benjamin Franklin’s parents. The dead from the Boston Massacre are here. Patriots John Hancock and Samuel Adams, as well as colonial governors John Endecott and William Dummer, are among the interred. Elizabeth Foster Goose is also buried here. Some say that she is the Mother Goose of fairy tale fame.



[image: e9781439622209_i0020.jpg]

In 1728, a granary was built on what is now the site of Park Street Church. The sails to the USS Constitution were made in the granary building. In 1809, the granary was torn down and Park Street Church was built. Some say that gunpowder was stored in the church during the War of 1812. Was it the alleged storage of gunpowder or was it the alleged nature of the early sermons that caused the nickname “Brimstone Corner”? The church’s 217-foot steeple, although not the tallest in Boston, is a landmark for many neighborhoods in Boston. William Lloyd Garrison gave his first public antislavery speech here on the Fourth of July 1829. A postcard illustrating his Boston statue is on page 30. The first singing of the song “America” (“My Country ’Tis of Thee”) was performed by the boys’ choir of this church on the Fourth of July 1831.
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A walkway leading from Boston Common and Charles Street to Arlington Street bisects the public garden. Take a pleasant stroll along this east–west pedestrian boulevard and see a sampling of the garden’s sights: walkways, benches, statuary, squirrels, ducks, swans, trees, flower beds, the pond, the bridge, and the swan boats. What is not seen are the marshes that originally occupied the site. The postcard illustrated is from around 1925.
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Utilizing the marshlands adjacent to Boston Common was a constant municipal squabble from Colonial times. In 1856, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts intervened, approving the city’s purchase of the marshland, and stated that the land could only be used for public use. The legislative act was ratified by public vote in 1859. Then Boston took the marshland seriously and worked to make it the Boston Public Garden that it is today.
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A pond dominates the center of the public garden. Originally the pond was not much more than a puddle in the midst of the filled-in marshlands. The pond was given its finished shape and size in 1861 and was immediately identified as a barrier to pedestrians going back and forth from the common to the Back Bay. Therefore, by 1867, a small suspension bridge was built for pedestrian convenience.
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The bridge may have been the smallest suspension bridge in the world, as some people claimed, but the question is now moot because repairs and maintenance of the bridge have converted the bridge to a construction appropriate for its size. The cables are retained for decorative purposes. While passing under the bridge on a swan boat, passengers discover that the undercarriage of the bridge is a convenient nesting place for pigeons.
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The 1910 postcard above shows a fully laden swan boat passing under the suspension bridge. Pedestrians line the bridge’s railings watching the activity. Remember—in 1910, there was no television or radio to keep the people home. Retail stores were not open on Sundays. Automobiles and roads were of questionable merit. What could be better to do on a sunny Sunday than stroll through Boston Common and the Boston Public Garden?
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In 1870, Robert Paget was granted a concession to operate a boat rental on the public garden’s pond. Originally a visitor could hire a rowboat or hire a larger boat and be rowed around the pond. Paget’s fertile imagination converted some rowboats to pedal boats. Then he housed the pedal mechanism inside an artificial swan. The full-photo postcard above, dating from around 1910, shows both rowboats and swan boats.
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This undivided-back postcard from 1905 shows one of the more popular photographic scenes in the Boston Public Garden: a swan boat passing under the suspension bridge. Paget combined the concepts paddleboat, a swan from the opera Lohengrin, and the live swans swimming in the public garden’s pond to create the swan boat. Swan boats have graced the pond in the public garden since 1877.
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A postcard from 1915 shows the swan boat landing with a fleet of four boats awaiting their passengers. The scene illustrated is little different than what is found there today. It is one part of Boston that has hardly changed in over a century. These boats are furnished with four benches and can seat 20 visitors. The boats operate April to September.
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The island on the northern end of the pond started its life as a peninsula. It was intentionally separated from the mainland about 1880 and was developed as a rock garden, hence the many rocks that line its shores. The island gained fame as a home of Mr. and Mrs. Mallard in Robert McCloskey’s 1941 book Make Way for Ducklings. Mallard ducks are commonplace on the pond and do nest on the island.
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This c. 1910 postcard gives a view of the southern end of the Boston Public Garden pond. Visitors are feeding swans. Close examination of the card shows several mallard ducks intermingled and getting some food. A shelter for the obsolete fountain creates a protective landmark for the navigation of the swan boats. The steeple of Arlington Street Church dominates the skyline.
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Protecting the serenity of the public garden was the impetus for the nation’s first subway. When the proposal was made to run trolley tracks down the Tremont Street side of the public garden, the public demanded a better solution. The solution was an underground pair of trolley tracks reaching the surface within the borders of the public garden. This 1906-postmarked, undivided-back card illustrates that entrance to the subway.
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The public garden entrance to the subway was a temporary solution and closed in 1914. Boylston Street was widened with land taken from the public garden, and a new subway entrance was made there. The entrance is visible on the right margin of the 1919-postmarked card above. When that entrance was ultimately closed in 1940, the public garden did not recover its lost land.
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William Ellery Channing (1780–1842) was the minister of nearby Arlington Street Church from 1803 until his death in 1842. He was a leading theologian of the Unitarian faith. A memorial in his honor was erected in 1903 at the corner of the public garden nearest his Arlington Street Church. Channing should not be confused with his nephew of the same name who was a distinguished poet.
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The original 1859 plan for the public garden called for five circular fountains made of granite. Four of these fountains exist today. Almost immediately after their construction, the statue Venus at the Bath graced one of the fountains located at the Arlington Street end of the east–west walkway. Maid of the Mist, as the statue was alternatively known, has been replaced with the more modest 20th-century statue Small Child.
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Interrupting the western end of the east–west walkway that bisects the public garden is the memorial to George Washington. The original plan for the public garden had proposed that location as the site of a new city hall. The statue was the work of sculptor Thomas Ball (1819–1911) and was erected in 1869. The statue is recognized as one of the nation’s finest equestrian statues.
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The elegant Washington memorial equestrian statue is flanked by two granite fountains, each now graced by a 20th-century statue of a youth. This white-bordered card, postmarked 1944, shows one of the two fountains. This fountain holds the statue Boy and Bird. The other fountain, shown on the previous page holding Venus at the Bath, now holds the 20th-century sculpture Small Child.
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The convoluted history of ether stretches back 700 years to the days of alchemy. In the 1840s, several doctors and dentists applied ether to their patients to reduce the pain caused by surgical procedures. It is recognized that Dr. Crawford Long of Georgia was the first to use ether as an anesthetic, perhaps as early as 1841. However, Dr. William Morton was the first to successfully demonstrate the use of ether as an anesthetic. This he did at Boston’s Massachusetts General Hospital in 1846. The operating room at Massachusetts General Hospital’s Charles Bulfinch building is still known as the Ether Dome in commemoration of that event. In 1868, a memorial, the first to be installed in the Boston Public Garden, was erected in recognition of that event. It is the only memorial in the public garden that commemorates an event rather than a person.
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