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        GETTING THE MOST OUT OF LONELY PLANET MAPS

        E-reader devices vary in their ability to show our maps. To get the most out of the maps in this guide, use the zoom function on your device. Or, visit http://media.lonelyplanet.com/ebookmaps and grab a PDF download or print out all the maps in this guide.

      

    

	
        
            
                This map was taken from our country guide. If you want to discover more about the locations highlighted here, head to our website to buy books, download PDFs or find out about our full eBook offerings. http://www.lonelyplanet.com/ebooks

        

      

  
    
      
        need to know

      

      
        
          Top of section
        

      

    

    
      
        
            
                CURRENCY
            

            »
                Australian dollars ($)
            

            
                LANGUAGE
            

            »
                English
            

            
                MONEY
            

            »
                ATMs widely available, especially in larger cities and towns. Credit cards accepted in most hotels and restaurants.
            

            
                VISAS
            

            »
                All visitors to Australia need a visa, except New Zealanders. Apply for an ETA or eVisitor visa (apply online), each allowing a three-month stay.
            

            
                MOBILE PHONES
            

            »
                European phones will work on Australia’s network, but not most American or Japanese phones. Use global roaming or a local SIM card and pre-pay account.
            

            
                DRIVING
            

            »
                Drive on the left; the steering wheel is on the right side of the car.
            

        

      

       

      
            
                Your Daily Budget
            

            
                BUDGET LESS THAN 
                    $130
                
            

            »
                Dorm beds: $25−$35 a night
            

            »
                Big-city food markets for self-catering bargains
            

            »
                Take public transport and visit free museums
            

            
                MIDRANGE 
                    $130− 
                    $250
            

            »
                Double room in a midrange hotel: $100–$150
            

            »
                Midrange restaurants and a few beers at the pub
            

            »
                Hire a car and explore further
            

            
                TOP END MORE THAN 
                    $250
                
            

            »
                Double room in a top-end hotel: from $200
            

            »
                Three-course meal in a classy restaurant: $70
            

            »
                Go clubbing, catch a show or hit the ritzy bars
            

        

       

      
            
                When to Go
            

            [image: 00-climate-aus16]

            
                
                    HIGH SEASON 
                
                    (DEC−FEB)
                
            

            »
                Summertime: local holidays, busy beaches and cricket.
            

            »
                Expect to pay up to 35% more for big-city accommodation.
            

            »
                Winter (June to August) in Central Australia and the north − mild days and low humidity.
            

            
                
                    SHOULDER SEASON 
                
                    (SEP−NOV)
                
            

            »
                Warm sun, clear skies, shorter queues.
            

            »
                Local business people are relaxed, not yet stressed by summer crowds.
            

            »
                Autumn (March to May) is also shoulder season − atmospheric in Melbourne.
            

            
                
                    LOW SEASON 
                
                    (JUN−AUG)
                
            

            »
                Cool rainy days down south; mild sunny skies up north.
            

            »
                Tourist numbers are down; restaurants and attractions keep slightly shorter hours.
            

            »
                Head for the ski resorts in Victoria and NSW.
            

        

       

      
            
                Websites
            

            »
                
                    Lonely Planet
                 
                (www.lonelyplanet.com/australia) Destination information, hotel bookings, traveller forum and more.

            »
                
                    Tourism Australia
                 
                (www.australia.com) Government tourism site with visitor info.

            »
                
                    Bureau of Meteorology
                 
                (www.bom.gov.au) Nationwide weather forecasts.

            »
                
                    The Australian 
                (www.theaustralian.com.au) National broadsheet newspaper online.
            

            »
                
                    Parks Australia
                 
                (www.environment.gov.au/parks) Info on national parks and reserves.

            »
                
                    Coastal Watch 
                (www.coastalwatch.com) Surf condition reports and webcams.
            

        

       

      
            
                Exchange Rates
            

            	
                                
                                    
                                        Canada
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    C$1
                                

                            	
                                
                                    $0.96
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        China
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    Y1
                                

                            	
                                
                                    $0.14
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        Euro zone
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    €1
                                

                            	
                                
                                    $1.31
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        Japan
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    ¥100
                                

                            	
                                
                                    $1.17
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        Korea
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    W100
                                

                            	
                                
                                    $0.09
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        New Zealand
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    NZ$1
                                

                            	
                                
                                    $0.79
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        UK
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    UK£1
                                

                            	
                                
                                    $1.49
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        USA
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    US$1
                                

                            	
                                
                                    $0.91
                                

                            
			


            

                For current exchange rates see www.xe.com.
            

        

       

      
            
                Important Numbers
            

            
                Regular Australian phone numbers have a two-digit area code followed by an eight-digit number. Drop the initial 0 if calling from abroad.
            

            	
                                
                                    
                                        Country code
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    [image: iconphonepng]
                                    61
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        International access code
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    [image: iconphonepng]
                                    0011
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        Emergency (ambulance, 
                                        fire, police)
                                

                            	
                                
                                    [image: iconphonepng]
                                    000
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        Road conditions
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    [image: iconphonepng]
                                    13 27 01
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        Directory assistance
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    [image: iconphonepng]
                                    1223
                                

                            
		


        

       

      
            
                Arriving in Australia
            

            »
                
                    Sydney Airport 
            

            
                Trains – Every 10 minutes, 4.30am–12.40am
            

            
                Shuttle buses – Pre-booked services to city hotels
            

            
                Taxis – $40–$50; 30 minutes to the city
            

            »
                
                    Melbourne Airport 
            

            
                Buses – SkyBus every 10 to 30 minutes, 24-hours
            

            
                Taxis – $40–$50; 25 minutes to the city
            

            »
                
                    Brisbane Airport 
            

            
                Trains – Every 15–30 minutes, 5.45am–10pm
            

            
                Shuttle buses – Pre-booked services to city hotels
            

            
                Taxis – $35–$45; 25 minutes to the city
            

        

      
        
            
                Getting Around Australia
            

            
                Australia is absolutely enormous −the sixth-largest country in the world − and while it’s tempting to strap a surfboard onto the roof of a campervan, crank up the AC/DC as loud as hell and hit the open road, you might find yourself spending a lot of time getting not very far. Formula 1-wannabes can drive from Melbourne to Sydney or Adelaide in a day, but you won’t see much. Sydney to Brisbane becomes a similar blur of road signs and trucks, and forget about Adelaide to Darwin or Perth unless you’ve got weeks up your sleeve. Passenger trains do ply these routes if you have plenty of time (and money), but you’ll find internal flights are relatively cheap and, most importantly, fast. And you can usually carbon-offset your flights if you’re feeling guilty.
            

        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          
            Top of section
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                Perth & Western Australia
            

        


     Includes »

     Perth

     Fremantle

     The Southwest

     Margaret River Wine Region

     South Coast

     Southern Outback

     Great Northern Hwy

     Batavia Coast

     Shark Bay

     Gascoyne Coast

     The Kimberley

     Broome




      
            
                Why Go?
            

            If you subscribe to the ‘life’s a beach’ school of thought, you’ll fall in love with Western Australia (WA) and its 12,500km of spectacular coastline. WA is beyond huge; if it were a separate country, it would be the 10th biggest in the world. You can wander along a beach for hours without seeing a footprint in the sand, be one of a handful of campers stargazing in a national park, or bushwalk for days without seeing a soul.

            Up north in the Kimberley, you’ll encounter wide open spaces that shrewdly conceal striking gorges, waterfalls and ancient rock formations. At the other end of the state, the south is a playground of white-sand beaches, expanses of springtime wildflowers, lush green forests and world-class wineries. Perth and neighbouring Fremantle are cosmopolitan cities, yet both retain a languorously laid-back feel. Wind down with them and take a walk on the WA side.

        

      
            
                When to Go
            

            [image: aus16-perth-crm-cc]

            
                
                    Mar
                 
                Wet up north but great beach weather elsewhere and not as swelteringly hot in Perth.

            
                
                    Aug
                 
                Head north for the Dry, south for festivals and flowers, and to Gnaraloo for surf.

            
                
                    Sep
                 
                The best month state-wide: wildflowers, whales and warming weather, and still dry up north.

        

      
      
            
                Best Places to Eat
            

            »
                Balthazar (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Jackson’s (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Wild Duck (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Must Winebar (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Vasse Felix (
                Click here
                )
            

            
                Best Places to Stay
            

            »
                Amble Inn (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Gnaraloo Station (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Ningaloo Club (
                Click here
                )
            

            »
                Cape Howe Cottages (
                Click here
                )
            

        

        

      
      
            [image: 17-western-australia-aus16]

            
        

      
        
          
                Perth & Western Australia Highlights
            

          
                [image: 1] Swimming with ‘gentle giant’ whale sharks in Ningaloo Marine Park (Click here)

          
                [image: 2] Guzzling the first-class wine and food on off er in the Margaret River wine region (Click here)

          
                [image: 3] Watching the wild dolphins feed at Monkey Mia (Click here)

          
                [image: 4] Taking a camel ride at sunset along Broome’s Cable Beach (Click here)

          
                [image: 5] Plunging into Perth (Click here), Western Australia’s sizzling, sophisticated capital

          
                [image: 6] Descending into the ‘centre of the earth’ on an adventure tour in Karijini National Park (Click here)

          
                [image: 7] Enjoying a sublime sunset over the other-worldly Pinnacles Desert (Click here)

          
                [image: 8] Walking among and above the giant tingle trees on the Valley of the Giants Tree Top Walk (Click here)

          
                [image: 9] Tackling the notorious Gibb River Road in a 4WD adventure (Click here)

        

      

      
            
            History
        

      Archaeological records suggest that Aboriginal people entered Australia in the north-west, 
            and show they were in a trading relationship with Indonesian fishermen from at least the 17th century. Dutchman Dirk Hartog was one of the first Europeans known to have landed here in 1616, and countryman Abel Tasman charted parts of the coastline in 1644.

      Competition with French explorers tempted British authorities to ignore reports of a barren, inhospitable place. They sent Sydney-based Major Edmund Lockyer and a team of troops and convicts to found the first settlement at Albany in 1826.

      Just when transportation was finishing up in other parts of Australia, over 10,000 convicts were sent to slow-growing WA. Post-sentence, they established local businesses and were in effect a sizeable, stable wave of settlers.

      Late in the 19th century, the state’s fortunes changed forever. Gold put WA on the map and finally gave it the population to make it a viable offshoot of the distant eastern colonies. Prosperity and proud isolation led to a 1933 referendum on secession: Western Australians voted two to one in favour of leaving the Commonwealth. Although it didn’t eventuate, the people have retained a strong independent streak that comes to the fore whenever they feel slighted by the eastern states or the federal government.

      Despite its small population, WA has been the strongest economic performer in the country over the last few years, thanks to its mining industry. The average family income is higher here and, consequently, the population is growing faster than elsewhere.

      
            
            Indigenous Western Australia
        

      Paintings, etchings and stone tools confirm that Indigenous Australians lived as far south as present-day Perth around 40,000 years ago. Despite their resistance, dispossession and poor treatment, the Aboriginal story in WA is ultimately a story of survival.

      With around 72,000 people, WA has one of the largest Indigenous communities in Australia today, particularly around the Pilbara and Kimberley regions where in many towns they form the majority. Even in Perth and the south-west, which has the greatest non-Indigenous population, the local Noongar people have a more visible presence than, say, Kooris in Sydney.

      As elsewhere in Australia, colonisation irrevocably changed indigenous ways of life. Across the state, the experience was uniform: confrontations led to massacres or jail. Forced off their traditional lands, some communities were practically wiped out by European diseases. The
                Aborigines Act
             
                1905
             
            (WA) allowed authorities to remove children, control employment and restrict movement.

      After WWII many Aboriginal people banded together in protest against their appalling treatment on cattle stations, in their first public displays of political action since the early resistance fighters were defeated. Today, with growing recognition and acceptance of land rights, native-title claims are being made across the state. Yet Aboriginal people remain the state’s most disadvantaged group. Many live in deplorable conditions, outbreaks of preventable diseases are common, and infant-mortality rates are higher than in many developing countries.

      The issue of race relations in WA is a problematic one, and racial intolerance is still evident in many parts of the state. Especially (but not exclusively) in the remote north-west, a form of unofficial apartheid appears to exist, and travellers are bound to be confronted by it.

      
            
            National Parks
        

      The state’s 96 national parks, managed by the
                Department of Environment & Conservation
             
                (DEC; www.dec.wa.gov.au)
            
            , cover a vast amount and wide range of land. Thirty of these charge vehicle entry fees (per car/motorcycle $11/5), which are valid for any park visited that day. If you’re camping within the park, the entry fee is only payable on the first day (camping fees are additional). If you plan to visit more than three chargeable parks in the state, which is quite likely if you’re travelling outside of Perth for longer than a week, take advantage of the four-week Holiday Pass ($40). All DEC offices sell them and if you’ve already paid a day-entry fee in the last week (and have the voucher to prove it), you can subtract it from the cost.
        

      
            [image: categoryactivitiespng]
            Activities
        

      
            
            BUSHWALKING
        

      WA is blessed with wonderful bushwalking terrain, from the cool, fertile forests of the south-west, to the rugged, tropical Kimberley in the far north. Get in touch with
            like-minded souls through
                Bushwalking Australia
             
                (www.bushwalkingaustralia.org)
            
            .
        

      If you’ve got eight spare weeks up your sleeve, consider trekking the entire
                Bibbulmun Track
             
                (www.bibbulmuntrack.org.au)
            
            , a long-distance walking trail that winds its way south from Kalamunda, about 20km east of Perth, through virtually unbroken natural environment to Walpole and along the coast to Albany – a total of 963km. Campsites are spaced at regular intervals, most with a three-sided shelter that sleeps eight to 16 people, plus a water tank and pit toilets. The best time to tackle the track is from late winter to spring (August to October).
        

      
            
            CAMPING
        

      This enormous state provides plenty of opportunity to get back to basics, especially in the national parks, where sleeping in a swag under the stars is almost obligatory.

      
            
            CYCLING
        

      WA has excellent day, weekend and multiweek cycling routes. Perth has an ever-growing
            network of bike tracks, and you’ll find the south-west region good for cycle touring. While there are thousands of kilometres of good, virtually traffic-free roads in country areas, 
            the distance between towns makes it difficult to plan – even if the riding is virtually flat.

      The most exciting initiative for mountain bikers is the
                Munda Biddi Trail
             
                (www.mundabiddi.org.au)
            
            , heading 1000km from Mundaring on Perth’s outskirts through the south-west forests to Albany. The first half (to Nannup, 498km) had been completed at the time of research.
        

      
            
            DIVING & SNORKELLING
        

      Close to Perth, divers can explore shipwrecks and marine life off the beaches of Rottnest Island, or head south to explore Shoalwater Islands Marine Park or Geographe Bay. A staggering amount of marine life can be found just 100m offshore within the Ningaloo Marine Park, on the Coral Coast, making this pristine area the premier destination for divers and snorkellers.

      
            
            SURFING & WINDSURFING
        

      Beginners, intermediates, wannabe pros and adventure surfers will find excellent conditions to suit their skill levels right along the coast. WA gets huge swells (often over 3m), so it’s critical to align where you surf with your ability. Look out for strong currents, huge sharks and territorial local surfers who can be far scarier than a hungry white pointer.

      The state’s traditional surfing ground is the south-west, particularly the beaches from Yallingup to Margaret River. Heading north, the best-known spots are the left-hand point breaks of Jake’s Point near Kalbarri; Gnaraloo Station, 150km north of Carnarvon; and Surfers Beach at Exmouth.

      Windsurfers and kitesurfers have plenty of choice spots to try out in WA as well, with excellent flat-water and wave-sailing. Kitesurfers in particular will appreciate the long, empty beaches and offshore reefs away from crowds. The premier location is windy Lancelin, north of Perth.

       
            WHALE WATCHING

      For most visitors to WA there’s no better wildlife watching than seeing the southern right and humpback whales make their way along the coast. There are so many (upwards of 30,000) that it’s become known as the Humpback Hwy. From June the gentle giants make their way on their annual pilgrimage from Antarctica to the warm, tropical waters of the north-west coast. They can then be seen again on their slow southern migration down the coast in early summer. Mothers with calves regularly make themselves at home in the bays and coves of King George Sound in Albany from July to October.

      
            
            WILDFLOWERS
        

      When spring has sprung in southern WA, wildflowers abound. From about August to about October the bush is ablaze with colour; it’s a great time to bushwalk sections of the Bibbulmun Track or to drive through inland national parks such as Stirling Range or Mt Lesueur near Cervantes.

      
            
            Wine Regions
        

      Margaret River is one of Australia’s most acclaimed wine regions – and arguably its most beautiful – known for its Bordeaux-style wines. The cool-climate Great Southern wine region covers a vast area, with hubs in Denmark, Mt Barker and Porongurup. Less lauded but more accessible is the Swan Valley, on Perth’s eastern fringes.

      
            [image: categorytourpng]
            Tours
        

      If you don’t feel like travelling solo or you crave a hassle-free holiday where everything is organised for you, dozens of tours cover all tastes and budgets. Some adventure tours include serious 4WD safaris, taking travellers to places that they simply couldn’t get to on their own without large amounts of expensive equipment. The WA visitor centre in Perth has a wide selection of brochures and suggestions for tours all over the state.

      
            
                AAT Kings Australian Tours
             
                COACH, 4WD
            

 
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                1300 228 546; www.aatkings.com.au)
            
        

      
            
                Active Safaris
             
                4WD
            

 
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                1800 068 886; www.activesafaris.com.au)
            
        

      
            
                Australian Adventure Travel
             
                4WD, BUS
            

 
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                1800 621 625; www.safaris.net.au)
            
        

      
            
                Planet Perth Tours
             
                MINIBUS
            


                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-8132 8294; www.planettours.com.au)
            
        

      
            
                Red Earth Safaris
             
                MINIBUS
            

 
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9279 9011; www.redearthsafaris.com.au)
            
        

      
            
                Western Xposure
             
                SAFARI TRUCKS
            

 
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9414 8423; www.westernxposure.com.au)
            
        

      
            
            Seasonal Work
        

      WA is in a labour shortage and a wealth of opportunities exists for travellers for paid work year-round.

      
        
          	
                            
                                INDUSTRY
                            

                        
          	
                            
                                TIME
                            

                        
          	
                            
                                REGION(S)
                            

                        
        

        
          	
                            
                                grapes
                            

                        
          	
                            
                                Feb-Mar
                            

                        
          	
                            
                                Denmark,
                                Margaret River, Mt Barker, 
                                Manjimup

                        
        

        
          	
                            
                                apples/pears
                            

                        
          	
                            
                                Feb-Apr
                            

                        
          	
                            
                                Donnybrook, Manjimup
                            

                        
        

        
          	
                            
                                prawn trawlers
                            

                        
          	
                            
                                Mar-Jun
                            

                        
          	
                            
                                Carnarvon
                            

                        
        

        
          	
                            
                                bananas
                            

                        
          	
                            
                                Apr-Dec
                            

                        
          	
                            
                                Kununurra
                            

                        
        

        
          	
                            
                                bananas
                            

                        
          	
                            
                                yr-round
                            

                        
          	
                            
                                Carnarvon
                            

                        
        

        
          	
                            
                                vegies
                            

                        
          	
                            
                                May-Nov
                            

                        
          	
                            
                                Kununurra, Carnarvon
                            

                        
        

        
          	
                            
                                tourism
                            

                        
          	
                            
                                May-Dec
                            

                        
          	
                            
                                Kununurra
                            

                        
        

        
          	
                            
                                flowers
                            

                        
          	
                            
                                Sep-Nov
                            

                        
          	
                            
                                Midlands
                            

                        
        

        
          	
                            
                                lobsters
                            

                        
          	
                            
                                Nov-May
                            

                        
          	
                            
                                Esperance
                            

                        
        

        
          	
                            
                                
                            

                        
          	
                            
                                
                            

                        
          	
                            
                                
                            

                        
        

      

      
            
            Information
        

      
            
                Western Australian Tourism Commission
             
                (www.westernaustralia.com)
             
            Comprehensive website for general statewide information.

      
            
            Getting There & Away
        

      
            The east coast is the most common gateway for international travellers, although if you’re coming from Europe, Asia or Africa it’s more convenient and quicker to take any of the 16 airlines flying directly to 
                Perth Airport
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9478 8888; www.perthairport.com)
            
            . Port Hedland has international flights to/from Bali, while Perth, Kalgoorlie, Port Hedland and Broome welcome interstate flights.
        

      
            The only interstate bus is the daily 
                Greyhound
            
             
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                1300 473 946; www.greyhound.com.au)
             
            service between Darwin and Broome ($335, 23½ hours), via Kununurra, Fitzroy Crossing and Derby.

      
            The only interstate rail link is the famous 
                Indian Pacific
            
            , run by 
                Great Southern Railway 
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-8213 4592; www.trainways.com.au)
            
            , 
            which travels to Perth from Kalgoorlie (10 hours), Adelaide (two days), Broken Hill (2¼ days) and Sydney (4352km, three days).

      
            
            Getting Around
        

      
            
            AIR
        

      
            
                Airnorth
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                1800 627 474; www.airnorth.com.au)
             
            Perth–Kununurra, Karratha–Port Hedland, Karratha–Broome, Port Hedland–Broome and Broome–Kununurra.

      
            
                Cobham
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                1800 105 503; www.cobham.com.au)
             
            Perth–Kambalda.

      
            
                Golden
            
             
            
                Eagle
            
             
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9172 1777; www.goldeneagleairlines.com) 
            Broome to Port Hedland, Fitzroy Crossing and Halls Creek.

      
            
                Qantas
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                13 13 13; www.qantas.com.au)
             
            Perth to Kalgoorlie, Exmouth, Karratha, Paraburdoo, Newman, Port Hedland and Broome.

      
            
                Skippers
            
             
            
                Aviation
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                1300 729 924; www.skippers.com.au)
             
            Perth–Carnarvon, Perth–Geraldton–Carnarvon, Perth–Kalbarri–Monkey Mia, Perth–Leonora–Laverton, Perth–Wiluna–Leinster and Perth–Mt Magnet–Meekatharra.

      
            
                Skywest
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                1300 660 088; www.skywest.com.au)
             
            Perth to Busselton, Albany, Esperance, Kalgoorlie, Geraldton, Exmouth, Karratha, Broome, Kununurra.

      
            
                Strategic
            
             
            
                Airlines
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                13 53 20; www.flystrategic.com.au) 
            Perth–Derby.

      
            
                Virgin
            
             
            
                Australia 
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                13 67 89; www.virginaustralia.com) 
            Perth to Newman, Karratha, Port Hedland and Broome.

      
            
            BUS
        

      
            WA’s bus network could hardly be called comprehensive, but it offers access to substantially more destinations than the railways. All long-distance buses are modern and well equipped with air-con, toilets and videos.
        

      
            
                Greyhound
            
             
                (
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                1300 473 946; www.greyhound.com.au)
            
            Perth–Broome via Geraldton, Carnarvon, Karratha and Port Hedland; Broome– 
            Darwin via the Great Northern Hwy (Rte 1).

      
            
                Integrity Coach Lines
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                1800 226 339; www.integritycoachlines.com.au)
            
            Perth–Port 
            Hedland weekly.

      
            
                South
            
             
            
                West
            
             
            
                Coach
            
             
            
                Lines 
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9261 7600; www.veoliatransportwa.com.au) 
            Perth to all the major towns in the south-west.
        

      
            
                Transwa
            
             
                (
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                1300 662 205; www.transwa.wa.gov.au) 
            Perth–Augusta, Perth–Pemberton, Perth–Albany (three routes), Perth–Esperance (two routes), Albany–Esperance, Kalgoorlie–Esperance, Perth–Geraldton (three routes) and Geraldton–Meekathara.
        

      
            
            CAR
        

      
            The best way to really see and explore this enormous state is by car. Bear in mind that WA is not only enormous but also sparsely populated, so make safety preparations if you plan to travel any significant distance. There are many enticing areas of the state that don’t have sealed roads, and a 4WD is recommended for many places such as the spectacular Kimberley, even in the Dry.
        

      
            
                Department of Indigenous Affairs
             
                (DIA; 
            
            Click here
            
                ; 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9235 8000; www.dia.wa.gov.au; 197 St Georges Tce, Perth)
             
            To travel through Aboriginal land in WA you need a permit. Applications can be lodged on the internet.

      
            
                Mainroads
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                13 81 38; www.mainroads.wa.gov.au)
             
            Provides statewide road-condition reports, updated daily (and more frequently if necessary).

      
            
                Royal Automobile Club 
            
                (RAC; 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                13 17 03; www.rac.com.au)
             
            Useful advice on statewide motoring, including road safety, local regulations and buying or selling a car.

      
            
            TRAIN
        

      
            
                Transwa
            
             
                (
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                1300 662 205; www.transwa.wa.gov.au)
            
            services are limited to the 
                Prospector
            
            (Perth–Kalgoorlie), 
                AvonLink
            
            (Perth–Northam) and 
                Australind
             
            (Perth–Bunbury). Transperth’s local train network reaches as far south as Mandurah.

      
            PERTH
        

      
            POP 1.6 MILLION
        

      Planted by a river and beneath an almost permanent canopy of blue sky, the city of Perth is a modern-day boomtown, stoking Australia’s economy from its glitzy central business district. Yet it remains as relaxed as the sleepy Swan River – black swans bobbing atop – which winds past the skyscrapers and out to the Indian Ocean.

      About as close to Southeast Asia as to Australia’s eastern state capitals, Perth is a combination of big-city attractions and relaxed and informal surrounds, offering an appealing lifestyle for locals and a variety of things to do for visitors. It’s a sophisticated, cosmopolitan city with myriad bars, restaurants and cultural activities all vying for attention. Yet even in its boardrooms, its heart is down at the beach, tossing around in clear ocean surf.

      
            [image: 17-greater-perth-city-aus16]

            
        

      
            
            History
        

      Modern Perth was founded in 1829 when Captain James Stirling established the Swan River colony on the lands of the Wadjuk, a subgroup of the Noongar people. The discovery of stone implements near the Swan River suggests that the area had already been occupied for around 40,000 years.

      Relations were friendly at first, the Noongar believing the British to be the returned spirits of their dead, but competition for resources led to conflict. By 1843 the Wadjuk had been dispossessed of all of their lands around the new city and were forced to camp near the swamps and lakes to the north.

      The early settlement grew very slowly until 1850, when convicts alleviated the labour shortage and boosted the population. Convict labour was also responsible for constructing the city’s substantial buildings, such as Government House and the town hall. The discovery of gold inland in the 1890s increased Perth’s population fourfold in a decade and initiated a building bonanza, mirrored in the current mining and economic boom.

      
        
            
                PERTH IN…
            

            
                Two Days
            

            
                Book ahead for dinner in 
                    Highgate
                
                or 
                    Mt Lawley
                
                and then spend your first morning in the museum and art galleries of the 
                    Perth Cultural Centre
                
                . Grab lunch in 
                    Northbridge 
                before following our walking tour to 
                    Kings Park
                
                . For your second day, catch the train to 
                    Fremantle
                
                and spend the whole day there, prioritising the world-heritage prison, maritime museum and Shipwreck Galleries. Grab a bite in 
                    Fishing Boat Harbour
                 
                and then head to a pub to catch a band.

            
                Four Days
            

            
                Take the two-day itinerary but stretch it to a comfortable pace. Head to 
                    Rottnest Island 
                for a day trip and spend any time left over on Perth’s 
                    beaches
                
                . Allocate a night each to 
                    Leederville
                
                and the city’s 
                    cocktail bars
                
                .
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    Central Perth
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            Sights
        

      [image: top-choice]Kings Park & Botanic Garden
                PARK
            
        

      
      
            
               Offline map (
            
            
            
                 www.bgpa.wa.gov.au)
             
            The bush-filled 400-hectare expanse of Kings Park is where the city’s good burghers head for a picnic under the trees or to let the kids off the leash in one of the playgrounds. Its numerous tracks are popular with walkers, while the steep stairs leading up from the river support a steady procession of masochistic middle-aged joggers. Apart from buns of steel, the exertion is rewarded by wonderful views from the top.

      At the park’s heart is the 17-hectare Botanic Garden, containing over 2000 indigenous plant species. In spring there’s an impressive display of the state’s famed wildflowers. A highlight is the
                Lotterywest Federation Walkway
             
                (
            
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-5pm)
            
            , a 620m path through the gardens that includes a 222m-long, glass-and-steel bridge that passes through the canopy of a stand of eucalypts.
        

      Free
                guided walks
             
                (
            
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am & 2pm)
            
            leave from 
                Kings Park Visitor Centre
             
                (Fraser Ave; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9.30am-4pm)
            
            .
        

      [image: free]Art Gallery of Western
            Australia
                ART GALLERY
            
        

      
      
            
               Offline map Google map (
            
            
            
                 www.artgallery.wa.gov.au; Perth Cultural Centre, Northbridge; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5pm Wed-Mon)
             
            Founded in 1895, this excellent gallery houses the state’s pre-eminent art collection, with the Indigenous galleries providing the highlight. Free tours take place daily.

      [image: free]Western Australian
            Museum – Perth
                MUSEUM
            
        

      
      
            
               Offline map Google map (
            
            
            
                 www.museum.wa.gov.au; Perth Cultural Centre, Northbridge; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9.30am-5pm) 
            This branch of the state’s six-headed museum
             
            includes dinosaur, mammal, butterfly and bird galleries, a 
                children’s discovery centre
            
            , and an excellent 
                WA Land and People
            
            display that covers indigenous and colonial history. The complex includes Perth’s original 
                jail
             
            (1856).

      Aquarium of Western Australia
                AQUARIUM
            
        

      
      
            
                (AQWA; 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9447 7500; www.aqwa.com.au; Hillarys Boat Harbour, Hillarys; adult/child $28/16; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5pm) 
            AQWA offers the chance to enjoy the state’s underwater treasures without getting wet…or eaten, stung or poisoned. You can wander through a 98m underwater tunnel as gargantuan stingrays, turtles, fish and sharks stealthily glide over the top of you. The daring can snorkel or dive with the sharks; book in advance ($159 with your own gear; hire snorkel/dive gear $20/40; 1pm and 3pm). To get here on weekdays, take the Joondalup train to Warwick station and then transfer to bus 423. By car, take the Mitchell Fwy north and exit at Hepburn Ave, or take the coastal road north from Scarborough Beach. AQWA is by the water at Hillarys Boat Harbour.
        

      [image: free]Perth Institute of
            Contemporary Arts
                ART GALLERY
            
        

      
      
Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            Click here
            
                ; www.pica.org.au; Perth Cultural Centre, Northbridge; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                11am-6pm Tue-Sun) 
            PICA may have a traditional wrapping (it’s housed in an elegant 1896 school) but inside it’s anything but, being one of Australia’s principal platforms for cutting-edge contemporary art.
        

      Bell Tower
                LANDMARK
            
        

            Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 www.thebelltower.com.au; adult/child $11/8; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-4pm, ringing noon-1pm Mon, Tue, Thu, Sat & Sun) 
            Close your eyes and think of England as you listen to the royal bells of London’s St Martin’s-in-the-Fields, the oldest of which dates to 1550. Clamber to the top of the pointy glass spire for 360-degree views of Perth by the river.
        

      Perth Mint
                HISTORIC BUILDING
            
        

            Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 www.perthmint.com.au; 310 Hay St; adult/child $15/5; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-5pm Mon-Fri, to 1pm Sat & Sun) 
            Perth’s oddly compelling Mint (1899) allows you to fondle a gold bar worth over $200,000, mint your own coins and watch gold pours (on the hour, starting 10am).
        

      Swan Valley
                WINERIES
            
        

      
      Perthites love to swan around this semirural valley on the city’s eastern fringe to partake in the finer things in life: booze, nosh and the great outdoors. Perhaps in a tacit acknowledgement that its wines will never compete with the state’s more prestigious regions (it doesn’t really have the ideal climate), the Swan Valley compensates with galleries, breweries, providores and restaurants.

      The gateway is National Trust–classified
                Guildford
            
            , established in 1829. A clutch of interesting old buildings, one housing the 
                visitor centre
            
             
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9379 9400; www.swanvalley.com.au; Old Courthouse, cnr Swan & Meadow Sts; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-4pm)
            
            , make it the logical starting place for day trippers. Guildford is only 12km from central Perth and well served by suburban trains.
        

      Swan Valley
                WINERIES
            
        

      
      When the mercury rises the only sensible decision is to go west to one of Perth’s many sandy beaches. Most of them are comparatively undeveloped and there’s certainly nothing as glitzy as, say, Sydney’s Bondi. The most famous of them,
                Cottesloe
             
            (Offline map), gets by quite well with a beachside pavilion, a couple of giant pubs and a scattering of other businesses.
        

      The website www.mybeach.com.au has a profile of all the city beaches, including weather forecasts and information about buses, amenities and beach patrolling.
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    Subiaco & Kings Park
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            Activities
        

      Kings Park has some good bike tracks and there are cycling routes along the Swan River, running all the way to Fremantle, and along the coast. Bikes can be taken free-of-charge on ferries any time and on trains outside weekday peak hours (7am to 9am and 4pm to 6.30pm). For route maps, see www.transport.wa.gov.au/cycling/ or call into a bike shop. Bike-hire options are listed below.

      The whale-watching season runs from mid-September to early December.

      Mills Charters
                WHALE WATCHING
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9246 5334; www.millscharters.com.au; adult/child $80/55)
             
            Departs Hillarys Boat Harbour at 9am on Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday. To get here on weekdays, take the Joondalup train to Warwick station and then transfer to bus 423. By car, take the Mitchell Fwy north and exit at Hepburn Ave, or take the coastal road north from Scarborough Beach.

      Surf Sail Australia
                WINDSURFING, KITESURFING
            
        

            Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                1800 686 089; www.surfsailaustralia.com.au; 260 Railway Pde, West Leederville; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-5pm Mon-Sat) 
            When the afternoon sea breeze blusters in, windsurfers take to the Swan River, Leighton and beaches north of Perth. Here’s where you can hire or buy your gear. Check wind speeds at www.seabreeze.com.au.
        

      
            
                Oceanic Cruises
            
                WHALE WATCHING 


Offline map Google map 
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9325 1191; www.oceaniccruises.com.au; adult/child $70/35)
             
            Departs Barrack Street Jetty (Offline map) at 9.15am daily, returning at 5.45pm after spending the afternoon in Fremantle.
        

      
            
                Cycle Centre
            
                BICYCLE HIRE 


Offline map Google map 
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9325 1176; www.cyclecentre.com.au; 313 Hay St; per day/week $25/$65; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-5.30pm Mon-Fri, to 3pm Sat, 1-4pm Sun)
            
        

      
            
                About Bike Hire
             
                BICYCLE HIRE 



            
               Offline map (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9221 2665; www.aboutbikehire.com.au; Causeway Carpark, 1-7 Riverside Dr; per day/week from $36/80; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-5pm) 
            Also hires kayaks (per hour/day $16/65).
        

      
            
                Scarborough Beach Cycles
             
                BICYCLE HIRE
            


                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9245 3887; www.scarboroughbeachcycles.com.au; 10-12 Scarborough Beach Rd, Scarborough; per day/week $40/150; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-5pm)
            
        

      
            
                Australasian Diving Academy
             
                DIVING
            

 
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9389 5018; www.ausdiving.com.au; 142 Stirling Hwy, Nedlands) 
            Hires diving gear (full set per day/week $70/180) and offers diving courses (four-day open-water $575).
        

      
            
                Funcats
             
                SAILING
            


                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                0408 926 003; Coode St Jetty, South Perth; per hr $35; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                Oct-Apr)
             
            Rents catamarans on the South Perth foreshore.

      
            
                Surfschool
             
                SURFING
            


                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9444 5399; www.surfschool.com; 190 Scarborough Beach Road, Mount Hawthorn; adult/child $55/50) 
            Two-hour lessons at Scarborough Beach, including boards and wetsuits.
        

      
            
                WA Skydiving Academy
             
                SKYDIVING
            


                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                1300 137 855; www.waskydiving.com.au; 458 William St, Northbridge; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                Mon-Thu)
             
            Tandem jumps from 8000/10,000/12,000ft for $450/490/530.

      
            [image: categorytourpng]
            Tours
        

      Indigenous Tours WA
                INDIGENOUS
            
        

      
      
            
                (www.indigenouswa.com) 
            See Perth through the eyes of the local Wadjuk people. Options include the 
                Indigenous Heritage Tour
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9483 1106; adult/child $25/15; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                1.30pm) – 
            a 90-minute guided walk around
             
            Kings Park – and the 
                Swan River Dreaming Tour
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                1300 467 688; adult/child $50/25; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am Tue & Wed)
            
            , a 90-minute boat ride.
        

      Perth Tram
                CITY
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9322 2006; www.perthtram.com.au; adult/child $30/12) 
            This hop-on, hop-off bus masquerading as a historic tram takes you around Perth’s main attractions in two interlinking loops. It’s possible to take just the Kings Park section (adult/child $8/4).
        

      
            
                City Sightseeing Perth Tour
             
                CITY
            

 
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9203 8882; www.citysightseeingperth.com; adult/child $28/10) 
            Hop-on, hop-off double-decker bus tour. Tickets are valid for two days. The Kings Park section (adult/child $6/3) can be purchased separately.
        

      
            
                Captain
             
                Cook
             
                Cruises
             
                CRUISES
            


             
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9325 3341; www.captaincookcruises.com.au)
             
            Takes the river to the Swan Valley or Fremantle, with an array of add-ons such as meals, wine tastings and tram rides.

      
            
                Golden Sun Cruises
             
                CRUISES
            

 
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9325 9916; www.goldensuncruises.com.au)
             
            Cheaper and fewer frills than Captain Cook.

      
            
                Out & About
             
                WINE
            


             
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9377 3376; www.outandabouttours.com.au)
            
        

      
            
                Swan Valley Tours
             
                FOOD, WINE
            


             
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9274 1199; www.svtours.com.au)
            
        

      
            
                Big Sky Wine Tours
             
                WINE
            


             
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9454 2681; www.bigskytours.com.au; tours from $65)
            
        

      
            
                Rottnest Air Taxi
             
                SCENIC FLIGHTS
            

 
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9292 5027; www.rottnest.de; 30min $85)
            
        

      
        
            
                PERTH FOR CHILDREN
            

            
                With a usually clement climate and plenty of open spaces and beaches to run around on, Perth is a great place to bring children. Of the beaches, Cottesloe is the safest. If the kids are old enough, take advantage of the bike tracks that stretch along the river and the coast. Kings Park has playgrounds and walking tracks.
            

            
                The Royal Perth Show (late September) is an ever-popular family outing, all sideshow rides, showbags and proudly displayed poultry. Many of Perth’s big attractions cater well for young audiences, especially AQWA, the WA Museum and the Art Gallery of Western Australia.
            

            
                Part of the fun of 
                    Perth Zoo
                 
                   Offline map (
                
                
                
                     www.perthzoo.wa.gov.au; 20 Labouchere Rd, South Perth; adult/child $21/11; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    9am-5pm) 
                is getting there by ferry. 
                    Scitech
                Offline map Google map 
                    (
                
                
                
                     www.scitech.org.au; City West Centre, Sutherland St, West Perth; adult/child $14/9; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    10am-4pm) 
                has over 160 hands-on, large-scale science and technology exhibits.
            

            
                
                    Adventure World 
                
                   Offline map ( 
                
                
                
                     www.adventureworld.net.au; 179 Progress Dr, Bibra Lake; adult/child $47/39; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    10am-5pm Thu-Mon Oct-Apr)
                 
                has rides, pools, waterslides and a castle. It’s open daily during school holidays and through December. From Perth, exit the Kwinana Fwy at Farrington Rd, turn right and follow the signs.

            
                At 26 sq km, 
                    Whiteman Park
                 
                    (www.whitemanpark.com; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    8.30am-6pm) 
                is Perth’s biggest, with over 30km of walkways and bike paths, and numerous picnic and barbecue spots. Within its ordered grounds are 
                    Caversham Wildlife Park
                
                
                    (www.cavershamwildlife.com.au; adult/child $22/10; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    8.30am-5.30pm, last entry 4.30pm)
                
                , 
                    Bennet Brook Railway
                
                
                    (www.bennettbrookrailway.org; adult/child $8/4; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    11am-1pm Wed, Thu, Sat & Sun)
                
                , 
                    tram rides
                
                
                    (www.pets.org.au; adult/child $5/2.50; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    noon-2pm Tue & Fri-Sun) 
                and the
                 
                
                    Motor Museum of WA 
                
                    (www.motormuseumofwa.asn.au; adult/child $8/5; 
                [image: iconhourspng]
                
                    10am-4pm)
                
                . Enter the park from Lord St or Beechboro Rd, West Swan.
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            Festivals & Events
        

      
            
                Perth Cup
             
                HORSE RACING
            


             
            
                (www.perthracing.org.au; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                1 Jan)
            
        

      
            
                Summadayze
             
                ELECTRONIC MUSIC
            


             
            
                (www.summadayze.com; Supreme Court Gardens; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                early Jan)
            
        

      
            
                Australia Day Skyworks
             
                NATIONAL DAY
            


             
            
                (www.perth.wa.gov.au/skyworks; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                26 Jan)
             
            Riverside family entertainment culminating in a 30-minute firework display at 8pm.

      
            
                Big Day Out
             
                MUSIC
            


             
            
                (www.bigdayout.com; Claremont Showgrounds; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                early Feb)
             
            Australasia’s biggest alternative music festival.

      
            
                Perth International Arts Festival
             
                ARTS
            


             
            
                (www.perthfestival.com.au; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                mid-Feb) 
            Held over 25 days from mid-February, it spans theatre, classical music, jazz, visual arts, dance, film and literature.
        

      
            
                Good Vibrations
             
                MUSIC
            


             
            
                (www.goodvibrationsfestival.com.au; Claremont Showground; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                late Feb)
             
            Music festival with a party vibe.

      
            
                Kings Park Festival
             
                WILDFLOWERS
            

 
                (www.kingsparkfestival.com.au; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                Sep)
             
            Includes live music every Sunday, guided walks and talks.

      
            
                Perth Royal Show
             
                AGRICULTURAL
            


             
            
                (www.perthroyalshow.com.au; Claremont Showground; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                late Sep)
             
            A week of fun-fair rides, spun sugar and showbags full of plastic junk. Oh, and farm animals.

      
            
                Parklife
             
                MUSIC
            


             
            
                (www.parklife.com.au; Wellington Sq; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                late Sep)
             
            Danceable indie bands.

      
            [image: categorysleeppng]
            Sleeping
        

      Perth is very spread out, so choose your location carefully. Northbridge is best for those unperturbed by noise. On the other hand, the CBD and Northbridge are close to all forms of public transport, and hopping out to inner-city suburbs such as Leederville and Mt Lawley is simple. If you care most for the beach consider staying there, as public transport can be time-consuming.

      
            CITY CENTRE
        

      Riverview on Mount Street
                APARTMENTS 
            
                $$
            
        

            Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9321 8963; www.riverviewperth.com.au; 42 Mount St; apt from $140; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                ) 
            There’s a lot of brash new money up here on Mount St, but character-filled Riverview stands out as the best personality on the block. Its refurbished 1960s bachelor pads sit neatly atop a modern foyer and relaxed, minimalist cafe.
        

      Medina Executive
            Barrack Plaza
                APARTMENTS 
            
                $$$
            
        

      
      
            
               Offline map Google map (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9267 0000; www.medina.com.au; 138 Barrack St; apt from $204; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconswimpng]
            
                ) 
            The
             
            Medina’s meticulously decorated apartment-sized hotel rooms are minimalist yet welcoming. All one-bedrooms have balconies, and rooms on Barrack St tend to have more natural light (not always easy to obtain in central Perth).
        

      Perth City YHA
                HOSTEL 
            
                $
            
        

            Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9287 3333; www.yha.com.au;
                300 Wellington St; dm $34, r with/without bathroom $85/70; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng][image: iconswimpng]
            
                )
             
            Occupying an impressive 1940s art deco building on the fringes of the central city, this large YHA has a slight boarding-school feel in the corridors, but the rooms are clean and the period features add a touch of class.

      Melbourne
                HOTEL 
            
                $$
            
        

            Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9320 3333; www.melbournehotel.com.au; cnr Hay & Milligan Sts; r $165-290; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                )
            
            Classic country charm wafts through this heritage-listed hotel. Its deep, corrugated-iron, wraparound balcony recalls a mining-town pub perched on the edges of the 
            red-dust desert. Rooms are unpretentious and comfortable but can be noisy.

      Miss Maud
                HOTEL 
            
                $$
            
        

            Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9325 3900; www.missmaud.com.au; 97 Murray St; s/d $169/189; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                ) 
            Anyone with a love of Scandinavia, kitsch or 
                The
             
                Sound
             
                of
             
                Music
             
            will find a few of their favourite things in the alpine murals and dainty rooms. The smorgasbords (lunch/dinner $32/43) are enough to feed a goat herd.

      City Waters
                MOTEL 
            
                $$
            
        

            Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9325 1566; www.citywaters.com.au; 118 Terrace Rd; s/d $105/120; 
            [image: iconaconpng]
            
                ) 
            Apricot-hued City Waters is one of a dying breed of old-fashioned Perth waterfront motels. Rooms are small, simple and face onto the car park, but they’re clean and airy and the waterfront location is top-notch.
        

      
            
                Mantra on Hay
             
                APARTMENTS
                 
            
                $$$
            


Offline map Google map
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9267 4888; www.mantra.com.au; 201 Hay St; apt from $216; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng][image: iconswimpng]
            
                )
             
            Low-key but classy, Mantra’s roomy apartments have laundries, dishwashers, good-sized benches and all the utensils you’ll need.

      
            NORTHBRIDGE, HIGHGATE & 
            MT LAWLEY

      Most of Perth’s hostels are in Northbridge. There are so many here, in fact, that it’s possible to walk around and inspect rooms before putting your money down – some are not up to snuff. We’ve only listed the better ones.

      [image: top-choice]Emperor’s Crown
                HOSTEL 
            
                $
            
        

      
      
            
               Offline map Google map (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9227 1400; www.emperorscrown.com.au; 85 Stirling St; dm $32, r with/without bathroom $98/88; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                )
            
            The best of Perth’s hostels 
            has a great position (close to the Northbridge scene without being in the thick of it), friendly staff and high housekeeping standards. Granted, it’s a bit pricier than most, but it’s well worth it.

      [image: top-choice]Durack House
                B&B 
            
                $$
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9370 4305; www.durackhouse.com.au;
                7 Almondbury Rd, Mt Lawley; s $160, d $175-190; 
            [image: iconwifipng]
            
                )
             
            It’s hard to avoid words like ‘delightful’, enunciated in a slightly English accent, when describing this cottage, set on a peaceful suburban street behind a white picket fence swathed in climbing roses. The three rooms have plenty of old-world charm, paired with thoroughly modern bathrooms. It’s only 250m from Mt Lawley station; turn left onto Railway Pde and then take the first right onto Almondbury Rd.

      Pension of Perth
                B&B 
            
                $$
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9228 9049; www.pensionperth.com.au;
                3 Throssell St; s/d from $120/150; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng][image: iconswimpng]
            
                )
             
            Pension of Perth’s French belle époque style lays luxury on thick: chaises longues, rich floral rugs, heavy brocade curtains, open fireplaces and gold-framed mirrors. Two doubles with bay windows (and small bathrooms) look out onto the park; the spa room is round the back. And it’s across the road from gorgeous Hyde Park. To get here, head north on William St and then west, crossing through Hyde Park to the far side.

      Witch’s Hat
                HOSTEL 
            
                $
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9228 4228; www.witchs-hat.com; 148 Palmerston St; dm/tw/d $30/70/80; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                ) 
            Witch’s Hat is something out of a fairy tale. The 1897 building could be mistaken for a gingerbread house, and the witch’s hat (an Edwardian turret) stands proudly out the front, beckoning the curious to step inside. Dorms are light and uncommonly spacious, and there’s a red-brick barbecue area out the back. To get here, head north along William St, turn left at Brisbane St and then right onto Palmerston St.
        

      Governor Robinsons
                HOSTEL 
            
                $
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9328 3200; www.govrobinsons.com.au;
                7 Robinson Ave; dm $30, d with/without bathroom $85/75; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng]
            
                )
             
            On first impressions, the Guv seems too flash to be a hostel – occupying a conjoined pair of Federation-era homes with a modern kitchen-lounge area hollowed out of their centre. Dorms are fresh and clean, if a little snug, and the polished floorboards lend an upmarket feel. On the downside, the men’s toilets sit under an inch of water as soon as someone takes a shower and there’s no hand soap provided in the bathrooms. Robinson St heads off William St, just north of the main Northbridge strip.

      Coolibah Lodge
                HOSTEL 
            
                $
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9328 9958; www.coolibahlodge.com.au; 
                194 Brisbane St; dm $25, r $60-70; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                ) 
            Built from two big old houses, Coolibah Lodge is comfortable and homely but nothing fancy. It’s one of the oldest hostels on the block, actually, so there’s a real backpackers vibe in here – 
            no pretence. Dorms are tidy if a bit poky, and doubles are of a good standard. Brisbane St runs off William St, north of Northbridge.

      [image: sustainable]One World Backpackers
                HOSTEL 
            
                $
            
        

      
      
            
               Offline map (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9228 8206; www.oneworldbackpackers.com.au; 162 Aberdeen St; dm $27-30, d $80; 
            [image: iconinternetpng]
            
                )
             
            One World is like a hippy backpackers on an inheritance: clean, green and beautifully maintained. Polished floorboards beam brightly in all the rooms of this nicely restored old house, and the dorms are big and sunny, if a little messy sometimes.

      
            SUBIACO & KINGS PARK
        


      [image: top-choice]Richardson
                HOTEL 
            
                $$$
            
        

      
      
            
               Offline map Google map (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9217 8888; www.therichardson.com.au; 32 Richardson St; r $450-550; 
            [image: iconswimpng]
            
                ) 
            Ship-shaped and ship-shape, the Richardson offers luxurious, thoughtfully designed rooms – 
            some with sliding doors to divide them into pseudo suites. The whole complex has a breezy, summery feel, with pale marble tiles, creamy walls and interesting art. It’s a bit pricier than you’d expect, but that’s Perth for you. There’s an in-house spa centre if you require additional pampering.

      Outram
                HOTEL 
            
                $$$
            
        

            Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9322 4888; www.wyndhamvrap.com.au; 32 Outram St, West Perth; r from $266; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                ) 
            Discreet and understated, the Outram (now offically ‘Wyndham Vacation Resorts Asia Pacific Perth’ but – understandably – still known as the Outram) is super-stylish, with compact open-plan rooms containing bathrooms with 
            walk-through showers, king-size beds draped in white linens, flat-screen TVs and spas.

      
            BEACHES
        

      Swanbourne Guest House
                GUESTHOUSE 
            
                $$
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9383 1981; www.swanbourneguesthouse.com.au; 5 Myera St, Swanbourne; s/d $90/120) 
            Peace and solitude are the key here. Off a leafy residential street, 20 minutes’ walk from Swanbourne Beach, you’ll hear nothing more than the birds twittering from your sun-filled room. Myera St joins Alfred St at the intersection with Rochdale Rd, near Lake Claremont.
        

      Trigg Retreat
                B&B 
            
                $$
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9447 6726; www.triggretreat.com; 59 Kitchener St, Trigg; r $160; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                ) 
            Quietly classy, this three-room B&B offers attractive and supremely comfortable queen bedrooms in a modern house near the beach. Each has fridge, TV, DVD player and tea- and coffee-making facilities. A full cooked breakfast is included in the rates. To get here, exit the Mitchell Fwy at Karrinyup Rd, turn right into Arnott St, left into Bailey St and right into Kitchener St.
        

      Sunmoon Resort
                HOTEL 
            
                $$
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9245 8000; www.sunmoon.com.au; 200 West Coast Hwy, Scarborough; r from $145; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng][image: iconswimpng]
            
                )
             
            It’s an unlikely spot for a Balinese-style resort, separated from Scarborough Beach by a busy road and a petrol station. Within the complex, wood-slatted pathways lead you under shady palms, and bright-orange carp splash in ponds. Batik furnishings adorn large rooms with terracotta-tiled floors.

      
            OTHER AREAS
        

      Peninsula
                APARTMENTS 
            
                $$
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9368 6688; www.thepeninsula.net; 53 South Perth Esplanade, South Perth; apt from $195; 
            [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]
            
                ) 
            While only the front few apartments have full-on views, Peninsula’s waterfront location lends itself to lazy ferry rides and sunset strolls along the river. It’s a sprawling, older-style complex but it’s kept in good knick. The apartments all have kitchenettes and there’s a communal laundry room. To get here, exit the Kwinana Fwy at Mill Point Rd, turn left onto Mill Point Rd, right onto Frasers Lane then left onto South Perth Esplanade.
        

      Discovery Holiday
            Parks – Perth
                CAMPGROUND 
            
                $
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9453 6877; www.discoveryholidayparks.com.au; 186 Hale Rd, Forrestfield; powered sites for 2 $38-45, units $125-187;
             [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng][image: iconswimpng]
            
                )
             
            This well-kept holiday park, 15km out of the city, has a wide range of cabins and smart-looking units, many with decks, TVs and DVD players. To get here, take the Great Eastern Hwy, turn right onto the Tonkin Hwy and left onto Hale Rd.

      
            [image: categoryeatpng]
            Eating
        

      While the rest of the world has been tightening their belts in the face of the global 
            financial crisis, Perth still has plenty of grey-suited men loosening theirs at the end of long, lingering business lunches. Where many of Australia’s other state capitals might have a handful of top restaurants charging over $40 a main, in Perth those prices are fast becoming the norm. Unfortunately the experience doesn’t always match the outlay. That said, there are some truly exceptional restaurants, such as the ones we’ve included here. It’s still possible to eat cheaply, especially in the Little Asia section of William St, Northbridge.

      
            CITY CENTRE
        

      [image: top-choice]Balthazar
                MODERN AUSTRALIAN 
            
                $$$
            
        

      
      
            
               Offline map Google map (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9421 1206; 6 The Esplanade; mains $37-40; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                lunch Mon-Fri, dinner Mon-Sat) 
            Low-lit, discreet and sophisticated, Balthazar’s informal cool vibe is matched by exquisite food and a famously excellent wine list. The menu here is refreshingly original, combining European and Asian flavours with not-at-all-reckless abandon.
        

      [image: sustainable]Greenhouse
                TAPAS 
            
                $$
            
        

      
      
            
               Offline map Google map (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9481 8333; www.greenhouseperth.com; 100 St Georges Tce; tapas $10-18; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                7am-midnight Mon-Sat) 
            The talk is shifting from the groundbreaking design (straw bales, plywood, corrugated iron and living exterior walls covered with 5000 individual pot plants) onto the excellent food offered at this hip tapas-style eatery. The low-impact ethos continues inside, with furniture that looks like it’s been knocked up in Dad’s shed.
        

      Tiger, Tiger
                CAFE 
            
                $
            
        

            Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9322 8055; Murray Mews; mains $8-19; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                breakfast & lunch; 
            [image: iconwifipng]
            
                ) 
            The small shabby- 
            chic interior isn’t as popular as the outdoor tables, in a lane leading off Murray St. The free wi-fi’s a drawcard, but the food is also excellent.

      Annalakshmi
                INDIAN 
            
                $
            
        

            Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9221 3003; www.annalakshmi.com.au; 1st fl, Western Pavilion; pay by donation; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                lunch Tue-Fri & Sun, dinner Tue-Sun; 
            [image: iconvegpng]
            
                )
             
            While the 360-degree views of the Swan River are worth a million dollars, the food’s literally priceless (donate whatever your conscience suggests). The spicy vegetarian curries attract an eclectic mix of hippies, Hindus and the just plain hungry.

      
            
                Restaurant Amusé
            
                MODERN AUSTRALIAN 
            
                $$$
            


Offline map Google map  
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9325 4900; www.restaurantamuse.com.au; 64 Bronte St, East Perth; degustation $120; dinner Tue-Sat) 
            The critics have certainly been amused by this degustation-only establishment, regularly rated as WA’s finest. Book ahead and come prepared for a culinary adventure – preferably with an empty stomach.

      
            NORTHBRIDGE, HIGHGATE & 
            MT LAWLEY

      Jackson’s
                MODERN AUSTRALIAN 
            
                $$$
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9328 1177; 483 Beaufort St, Highgate; mains $44, degustation $125; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                dinner Mon-Sat)
             
            The finest of fine dining is offered in this upmarket dining room, where the staff don white gloves to present you with wonderfully creative treats. In the pampering stakes, it’s the foodie equivalent of a day spa, minus the bikini wax.

      Must Winebar
                FRENCH 
            
                $$$
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9328 8255; www.must.com.au; 519 Beaufort St, Highgate; mains $36-44; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                noon-midnight) 
            Not content with being Perth’s best wine bar, Must is one of its best restaurants as well. The vibe’s hip, slick and a little cheeky, while the menu marries classic bistro dishes with the best local produce.
        

      Namh Thai
                THAI 
            
                $$
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9328 7500; 223 Bulwer St; mains $22-40; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                dinner Mon-Sat)
            
            Not your average 
            Thai restaurant, Namh experiments with interesting taste combinations and serves them in an elegant candlelit dining room. Friday and Saturday are given over to banquet-style dining (per person $75). Bulwer St intersects William St, north of Northbridge.

      Little Willy’s
                CAFE 
            
                $
            
        

            Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 267 William St; mains $8-12; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                breakfast & lunch)
            
            It’s tiny and it’s on William St, so the name’s probably got nothing to do with the tall dude driving the coffee machine who’s universally known as Hot Rob (much 

      to his obvious embarrassment). He works that baby like a pro, and the food, while simple, is delicious.

      Viet Hoa
                VIETNAMESE 
            
                $
            
        

            Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 349 William St; mains $8-19; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                lunch & dinner)
            
            Don’t be fooled by the bare-bones ambience of this corner Vietnamese restaurant – or you’ll miss out on the fresh
            rice-paper rolls and top-notch 
                pho 
            (beef-and-rice-noodle soup).
        

      Tarts
                CAFE 
            
                $
            
        

      
      
            
               Offline map (
            
            
            
                 www.tartscafe.com.au; 212 Lake St; mains $14-19; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                7am-5pm)
             
            Massive tarts piled with berries, apples or lime curd; rich scrambled eggs tumbling off thickly sliced sourdough; mini custard tarts stacked with glazed strawberries. Packed like a hamper on weekends.

      
            
                Soto Espresso
             
                CAFE 
            
                $
            

 
                (www.sotoespresso.com; 507 Beaufort St, Highgate; breakfast $5-19, lunch $10-20; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                7am-midnight; 
            [image: iconwifipng]
            
                )
             
            Modern Soto opens onto the street, welcoming its inner-city crowd: stay-at-home dads, ladies who lunch and shop and bleary-eyed students. The large cooked breakfasts will tackle any hangover.

      
            
                Cantina 663
             
                MEDITERRANEAN
            
                $$
            
            


             
            
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9370 4883; www.cantina663.com; 663 Beaufort St, Mt Lawley; lunch $12-24, dinner $26-34; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8am-late Mon-Sat, 8am-3pm Sun)
             
            It’s a Spain versus Italy showdown, from the dishes to the wine list, at this cool but casual cantina, with tables spilling into the arcade.

      
            
                Red Teapot
             
                CHINESE
                        
                $
            



             
            
            
               Offline map (
            
            
            
                 413 William St; mains $7-18; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                lunch & dinner Mon-Sat)
             
            An intimate restaurant, always busy with diners enjoying stylishly executed Chinese favourites.

      
            MT HAWTHORN & LEEDERVILLE
        

      Divido
                ITALIAN 
            
                $$
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9443 7373; www.divido.com.au; 170 Scarborough Beach Rd; mains $30-36; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                dinner Mon-Sat)
             
            Italian but not rigidly so, this excellent, romantically inclined restaurant serves handmade pasta dishes and delicately flavoured mains. To get here turn left off Loftus St, the continuation of Thomas St, which runs alongside Kings Park.

      Duende
                TAPAS 
            
                $$
            
        

            Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9228 0123; www.duende.com.au; 662 Newcastle St; tapas $5-17; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                6pm-late Sat-Thu, noon-late Fri)
             
            Sleek Duende occupies a corner site watching the comings and goings of Leederville after dark. For the best people-watching, sit on the colourful outdoor furniture set up on the Astroturfed footpath. A long list of modern tapas is served.

      Sayers
                CAFE 
            
                $
            
        

            Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 www.sayersfood.com.au; 224 Carr Pl; mains $10-29; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                7am-5pm)
             
            Nothing to do with Leo, as far as we know, this classy cafe has a counter groaning under the weight of an alluring cake selection. The breakfast menu includes surprising luxuries such as Wagyu beef baked eggs and Manjimup truffle scrambled eggs.

      
            SUBIACO & KINGS PARK
        

      Subiaco Hotel
                GASTROPUB 
            
                $$
            
        

            Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9381 3069; www.subiacohotel.com.au; 465 Hay St; mains $19-32; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                breakfast, lunch & dinner) 
            A legendary boozer that’s been given a glitzy makeover, the Subi now has a buzzy dining room that’s the suburb’s main place to see and be seen. The menu ranges from lighter fare like Caesar salads and vegetarian risottos to perfectly cooked steaks and excellent fish dishes.
        

      Star Anise
                MODERN AUSTRALIAN 
            
                $$$
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9381 9811; www.staraniserestaurant.com.au; 225 Onslow Rd, Shenton Park; mains $45-50; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                dinner Tue-Sat) 
            Tucked down a quiet suburban street, this elegant, intimate dining room is widely lauded as one of Perth’s very best. Everything is set to impress, from the candlelight playing on the chocolate-brown walls, to the giant wrought-iron whisk sculpture, to the quiet professionalism of the staff, to the sophisticated, sometimes challenging menu. Onslow Rd runs between Thomas St and Railway Rd, south of Subiaco.
        

      Old Brewery
                STEAKHOUSE 
            
                $$
            
        

      
      
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9211 8910; www.theoldbrewery.com.au; 173 Mounts Bay Rd; mains $29-43; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                breakfast Sun, lunch & dinner daily)
             
            Perth’s the kind of town where even the steakhouses are glamorous, as evidenced by this designer joint at the heart of the historic Swan Brewery building (1838). There are wonderful views over the river to the city, but hardcore carnivores can trade them for views of the beef ageing gracefully in glass display cabinets.

      Chutney Mary’s
                INDIAN 
            
                $$
            
        

            Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 www.chutneymarys.com.au; 67 Rokeby Rd; mains $15-28; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                lunch Mon-Sat, dinner daily; 
            [image: iconvegpng]
            
                ) 
            The feisty, authentic Indian food here is much loved, and a sizeable chunk of the large menu is devoted to vegetarian favourites. 
            The vibe is colourful and casual, with wall-sized scenes of Indian life.

      
            [image: categorydrinkpng]
            Drinking
        

      Once upon a time, licences to sell alcohol in WA were tightly restricted and massively expensive. Venues therefore had to be built on a Ceauşescu scale in order to recoup the investment, and big booze barns, such as those common in Northbridge and Cottesloe, became part of the culture. A law change a few years back has given birth to a new breed of quirky little bars that are distinctly Melbourne-ish in their hipness and difficulty to locate. They’re sprouting up all over the place, including in the formerly deserted-after-dark central city.

      A spate of fights and glassings in pubs has caused many venues, particularly around Northbridge, to step up security. Many pubs now have lockouts, meaning you’ll need to be in before midnight in order to gain entry. You may need to present photo ID, and it would pay to keep your wits about you in the rougher pubs.

      
            CITY CENTRE
        

      [image: top-choice]Greenhouse
                COCKTAIL BAR
            
        

      
      
            
               Offline map Google map (
            
            
            
                 www.greenhouseperth.com; 100 St Georges Tce; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                7am-midnight Mon-Sat) 
            In a city so in love with the great outdoors, it’s surprising that nobody’s opened a rooftop bar in the central city before now. Hip, eco- 
            conscious Greenhouse is leading the way, mixing up a storm amidst the greenery above the award-winning restaurant.

      Helvetica
                BAR
            
        

            Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 www.helveticabar.com; rear, 101 St Georges Tce; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                3pm-midnight Tue-Thu, noon-
                midnight Fri, 6pm-midnight Sat) 
            Clever artsy types tap their toes to delicious alternative pop in this bar named after a typeface and specialising in whisky and cocktails. The entry is off Howard St: look for the chandelier in the lane behind Andaluz tapas bar.
        

      
            
                Hula Bula Bar
            
                COCKTAIL BAR
            

Offline map Google map  
                (
            
            
            
                
             
                www.hulabulabar.com; 12 Victoria Ave; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                4pm-midnight Wed-Fri, 6pm-1am Sat)
             
            You’ll feel like you’re back on Gilligan’s Island in this tiny Polynesian-themed bar, decked out in bamboo, palm leaves and tikis.

      
            NORTHBRIDGE, HIGHGATE & MT LAWLEY
        

      Northbridge is the rough-edged hub of Perth’s nightlife, with dozens of pubs and clubs clustered mainly around William and James Sts. It’s so popular, it even has its own website (www.onwilliam.com.au).

      Brisbane
                PUB
            
        

      
      
            
               Offline map (
            
            
            
                 www.thebrisbanehotel.com.au; 292 Beaufort St; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                11.30am-late)
             
            It was a very clever architect indeed who converted this classic corner pub (1898) into a thoroughly modern venue, where each space seamlessly blends into the next. Best of all is the large courtyard where the palms and ponds provide a balmy holiday feel.

      399
                BAR
            
        

      
      
            
               Offline map (
            
            
            
                 www.399bar.com; 399 William St; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-midnight Mon-Sat, to 10pm Sun)
             
            It doesn’t look like much from the outside, but this little local bar is an exemplar of the kind of personable establishment the new licensing laws have brought to Perth.

      
            
                Ezra Pound
            
                BAR
            

Offline map Google map  
                (
            
            
            
                 189 William St; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                1pm-midnight Thu-Tue)
             
            Down a much graffitied lane leading off William St, Ezra Pound is favoured by Northbridge’s bohemian set.

      
            
                Luxe
             
                COCKTAIL BAR
            

 
                (www.luxebar.com; 446 Beaufort St, Highgate; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8pm-late Wed-Sun)
             
            With retro wood panelling, big, sexy lounge chairs and velvet curtains, Luxe is knowingly hip.

      
            
                Queens
             
                PUB
            

 
                (www.thequeens.com.au; 520 Beaufort St, Highgate; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                10am-midnight Mon-Sat, to 10pm Sun)
             
            Big, nicely renovated federation-style pub, popular on Sundays. A cold beer in the dappled courtyard is the standard routine.

      
            
                Flying Scotsman
             
                PUB
            

 
                (www.theflyingscotsman.com.au; 639 Beaufort St, Mt Lawley)
             
            Old-style pub that attracts an indie crowd.

      
            
                Brass Monkey
            
                PUB
            

Offline map Google map  
                (
            
            
            
                 www.thebrassmonkey.com.au; cnr James & William Sts; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                11am-1am Wed-Sat, to 10pm Sun)
             
            A massive 1897 pub with several different component parts, each with its own vibe.

      
            
                Court
            
                BAR 


Offline map Google map 
            
                (
            
            
            
                
             
                www.thecourt.com.au; 50 Beaufort St, Northbridge; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                noon-midnight Sun-Thu, noon-2am Fri & Sat)
             
            A large, rambling gay and lesbian venue consisting of an old corner pub and a big, partly covered courtyard with a clubby atmosphere.

      
            BEACHES
        

      Elba
                BAR
            
        

      
      
            
                (www.elbacottesloe.com.au; 29 Napoleon St; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                noon-midnight Mon-Sat, to 10pm Sun) 
            Elba has taken its street name as inspiration and produced a slick little Napoleonic bar complete with sparkly chandeliers and a gilt-framed portrait of the little man. Come dressed for cocktails, although perhaps in flats out of deference. Napoleon St is one of the shopping streets running off the Stirling Hwy.
        

      
            
                Ocean Beach Hotel
             
                PUB
            

 
                (www.obh.com.au; cnr Marine Pde & Eric St, Cottesloe; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                11am-midnight Mon-Sat, to 10pm Sun) 
            Backpackers and locals drink up the beer and soak up the sun at this rambling beachside pub, especially on Sunday.
        

      
            
                Cottesloe Beach Hotel
             
                PUB 



            
                (www.cottesloebeachhotel.com.au; 104 Marine Pde; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                11am-midnight Mon-Sat, to 10pm Sun)
             
            Grab a spot on the lawn in the massive beer garden, or watch the sun set from the balcony. Sunday is big.

      
            [image: categoryentertainpng]
            Entertainment
        

      
            
            Nightclubs
        

      
            
                Hip-E Club
            
                NIGHTCLUB 

Offline map Google map 
            
                (
            
            
            
                 www.hipeclub.com.au; 663 Newcastle St, Leederville; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                Tue-Sat) 
            Thrust about to 
                Tainted Love
             
            all night long. Tuesday is backpackers’ night.

      
            
                Ambar
            
                NIGHTCLUB
            

Offline map Google map  
                (
            
            
            
                 www.boomtick.com.au/ambar;
                104 Murray St) 
            Perth’s premier club for breakbeat, drum’n’bass and visiting 
            international DJs.

      
            
                Geisha
            
                NIGHTCLUB
            

Offline map Google map  
                (
            
            
            
                
             
                www.geishabar.com.au; 135a James St, Northbridge; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                11pm-6am Fri & Sat) 
            A small DJ-driven, gay-friendly club.
        

      
            
                Velvet Lounge
             
                PUB
            


             
            
                (www.theflyingscotsman.com.au; 639 Beaufort St, Mt Lawley)
             
            Out the back of the Flying Scotsman is this small, red-velvet-clad lounge playing everything from hip hop to ska.

      
            
                Funk Club
            
                PUB
            

Offline map Google map 
             
            
                (
            
            
            
                 www.funkclub.com.au; 742 Newcastle St, Leederville; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8pm-midnight Fri)
             
            Upstairs at the Leederville Hotel, a happy bunch dances away for hours to live bands and local DJs.

      
            
                Rise
            
                NIGHTCLUB
            

Offline map Google map  
                (
            
            
            
                 www.rise.net.au; 139 James St)
             
            Non-stop techno and trance.

      
            
            Live Music
        

      Jazz Cellar
                ROOM
            
        

      
      
            
                (cnr Scarborough Beach Rd & Buxton St, Mt Hawthorn; admission $20; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                from 7pm Fri)
             
            Look for the shoe shop, behind which you’ll spot a car park. Then you’ll find a red telephone booth: step through and down the stairs to find an older crowd of jazz freaks revelling in swing. It’s always been BYO-only, but at the time of writing licensing problems were threatening its future.

      
            
                Ellington Jazz Club
            
                NIGHTCLUB
            

Offline map Google map  
                (
            
            
            
                
             
                www.theellington.com.au; 191 Beaufort St, Northbridge; standing-only $10; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                7pm-1am Mon-Thu, to 3am Fri & Sat, 5pm-midnight Sun)
             
            There’s live jazz nightly at this handsome, intimate venue.

      
            
                Bakery
            
                ARTS CENTRE 

Offline map Google map 
            
                (
            
            
            
                
             
                www.nowbaking.com.au; 233 James St, Northbridge; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                7pm-1am Thu-Sun)
             
            Popular indie gigs almost every weekend.

      
            
                Amplifier
            
                BAR
            

Offline map Google map  
                (
            
            
            
                 www.amplifiercapitol.com.au; rear 
                383 Murray St, Perth) 
            Live (mainly indie) bands.

      
            
                Moon
            
                CAFE 

Offline map Google map 
            
                (
            
            
            
                 www.themoon.com.au; 323 William St, Northbridge; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                6pm-12.30am Mon & Tue, 11am-1.30am Wed, Thu & Sun, 11am-3.30am Fri & Sat)
            
            Low-key, late-night cafe with singer- 
            songwriters on Wednesday, jazz on Thursday and poetry on Saturday afternoon.

      
            
                Universal
            
                PUB
            

Offline map Google map  
                (
            
            
            
                 www.universalbar.com.au; 221 William St; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                7am-late)
             
            Much loved by jazz and blues enthusiasts.

      
            
                Rosemount Hotel
             
                PUB
            

 
               Offline map (
            
            
            
                 www.rosemounthotel.com.au; cnr Angove & Fitzgerald Sts, North Perth; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                noon-midnight Mon-Sat, to 10pm Sun) 
            Local and international
             
            bands.
        

      
            
            Cabaret & Comedy
        

      [image: top-choice]Devilles Pad
                CABARET
            
        

      
      
            
               Offline map Google map (
            
            
            
                
             
                www.devillespad.com; 3 Aberdeen St, Northbridge; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                6pm-midnight Thu, to 2am Fri & Sat)
             
            The devil goes to Vegas in this extremely kooky venue, hidden in a quiet-by-night part of town. You’re encouraged to dress up to match the exceedingly camp interiors (complete with erupting volcano). A lively roster of burlesque dancers, magicians, live bands and assorted sideshow freaks provides the entertainment.

      Lazy Susan’s Comedy Den
                COMEDY
            
        

      
      
            
               Offline map (
            
            
            
                 www.lazysusans.com.au; 292 Beaufort St, Highgate; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8.30pm Tue, Fri & Sat)
             
            Above the Brisbane hotel. Tuesday offers a mix of first-timers, seasoned amateurs and pros trying out new shtick ($5). Friday is for more grown-up stand-ups. Saturday is the Big Hoohaa – a team-based comedy wrassle.

      
            
            Theatre & Classical Music
        

      Check the
                West Australian
            
            newspaper for what’s on. Most tickets can be booked through 
                BOCS Ticketing
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9484 1133; www.bocsticketing.com.au
            
            ).
        

      State Theatre Centre
                THEATRE
            
        

            Offline map Google map
            
                (
            
            
            
                 www.statetheatrecentrewa.com.au; 174 William St) 
            Opened in 2011, this flash new complex includes the 575-seat Heath Ledger Theatre and the 234-seat Studio Underground. It’s home to the Black Swan State Theatre Company and Perth Theatre Company.
        

      
            
                His Majesty’s Theatre
            
                THEATRE
            

Offline map Google map  
                (
            
            
            
                 www.hismajestystheatre.com.au; 825 Hay St) 
            The WA Ballet (www.waballet.com.au) and WA Opera (www.waopera.asn.au) are based here.
        

      
            
                Perth
             
                Concert
             
                Hall
             
                CONCERT HALL
            


               Offline map Google map (
            
            
            
                 www.perthconcerthall.com.au; 5 St Georges Tce)
             
            Home to the WA Symphony Orchestra (WASO; www.waso.com.au).

      
            
            Cinema
        

      
            
                Somerville Auditorium
             
                OUTDOOR CINEMA 


            
               Offline map (
            
            
            
                 www.perthfestival.com.au; UWA, 35 Stirling Hwy, Crawley; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                Dec-Mar)
             
            A quintessential Perth experience.

      
            
                Luna
            
                CINEMA
            

Offline map Google map  
                (
            
            
            
                 www.lunapalace.com.au; 155 Oxford St, Leederville)
            
        

      
            
                Cinema Paradiso
            
                CINEMA
            

Offline map Google map 
             
                (
            
            
                
             
                www.lunapalace.com.au; Galleria complex, 164 James St, Northbridge)
            
        

      
            
                Moonlight Cinema
             
                OUTDOOR CINEMA
            

 
               Offline map (
            
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                1300 551 908; www.moonlight.com.au; Kings Park) 
            Summer only.
        

      
            
                Camelot Outdoor Cinema
             
                OUTDOOR CINEMA
            

 
                (www.lunapalace.com.au; Memorial Hall, 16 Lochee St, Mosman Park) 
            December to Easter. From the Stirling Hwy, turn left onto Johnston St, right onto Harvey St and left onto Lochee St.
        

      
            
            Sport
        

      In WA ‘football’ means Aussie Rules and during the AFL (Australian Football League) season it’s hard to get locals to talk about anything but the two local teams – the
                West Coast Eagles
             
                (www.westcoasteagles.com.au)
            
            and the 
                Fremantle Dockers 
            
                (www.fremantlefc.com.au)
            . The 
                West Australian
             
            has details of all sports games.

      
            
                Subiaco Oval
            
                AUSTRALIAN RULES
            

Offline map Google map 
             
            
                (
            
            
            
                 www.subiacooval.com.au; 250 Roberts Rd, Subiaco)
            
        

      
            
                WACA
            
                CRICKET
             

Offline map Google map 
                (Western Australian Cricket Association; 
            
            Click here
            
                ;
             
                www.waca.com.au; Nelson Cres, East Perth)
            
        

      
            
                Perth Oval
            
                SOCCER, RUGBY 

Offline map Google map 
            
                (NIB Stadium; 
            
            Click here
            
                ;
             
                Lord St) 
            Home to the Perth Glory (www.perthglory.com.au) soccer (football) team, the Western Force (www.westernforce.com.au) Super 12 rugby union and WA rugby league.
        

      
            
                Challenge Stadium
             
                NETBALL, BASKETBALL
            

 
                (www.venueswest.wa.gov.au; Stephenson Ave, Mt Claremont) 
            Home to the West Coast Fever (netball; www.westcoastfever.com.au), the Perth Wildcats (basketball; www.nbl.com.au/wildcats) and regular concerts
            
                .
            
        

      
            [image: categoryshoppng]
            Shopping
        

      
            CITY CENTRE
        

      Murray Street and Hay Street Malls are the city’s shopping heartland, while King St is the place for swanky boutiques. London Court arcade has opals and souvenirs.

      
            
                Wheels & Doll Baby
            
                CLOTHING
            

Offline map Google map  
                (
            
            
            
                
             
                www.wheelsanddollbaby.com; 26 King St)
             
            Punky rock-chick chic with a bit of baby doll mixed in. Perhaps Perth fashion’s coolest export, being worn by the likes of Amy Winehouse and Debbie Harry.

      
            
                Dilettante
            
                CLOTHING
            

Offline map Google map  
                (
            
            
            
                
             
                www.dilettante.net); 
            
                Femme
            
            
                (575 Wellington St); 
            
                Homme
            
             
                (90 King St) 
            Neighbouring boutiques stocking international designer labels including Helmut Lang and Vivienne Westwood.

      
            
                78 Records
            
                MUSIC
             

Offline map Google map 
                (
            
            
            
                
             
                www.78records.com.au; 914 Hay St)
             
            Big, independent record shop with a massive range of CDs and lots of specials.

      
            
                Boffins
            
                BOOKS
            

Offline map Google map 
             
            
                (
            
            
            
                 www.boffinsbookshop.com.au; 806 Hay St)
             
            Boffins’ technical and specialist range includes travel.

      
            
                All Foreign Languages Bookshop
            
                BOOKS
            

Offline map Google map 
             
            
                (
            
            
            
                
             
                www.allforeignlanguages.com.au; 572 Hay St)
             
            Foreign-language books, phrasebooks, guidebooks.

      
            
                Perth Map Centre
            

                MAPS
            

Offline map Google map 
                (
            
            
            
                 www.mapworld.com.au; 900 Hay St)
             
            Full range of maps and travel guides.

      
            NORTHBRIDGE, HIGHGATE & MT LAWLEY
        

      
            
                William Topp
             
                DESIGN
            

 
                (www.williamtopp.com; 452 William St, Northbridge)
             
            Lots of very cool knick-knacks.

      
            
                Planet
             
                BOOKS
            


             
            
                (www.planetvideo.com.au; 636-638 Beaufort St, Mt Lawley)
             
            A big polished-concrete shell decked out with leather lounges and a brazen chandelier. Stacked with books and lots of obscure movies.

      
            LEEDERVILLE
        

      Leederville’s Oxford St is the place for groovy boutiques, eclectic music and bookshops.

      
            
                Atlas Divine
            

                CLOTHING
            

Offline map Google map 
                (
            
            
            
                 www.atlasdivine.com; 121 Oxford St)
             
            Hip women’s and men’s clobber: jeans, quirky tees, dresses etc.

      
            
                Oxford St Books
            

                BOOKS
            

Offline map Google map
             
            
                (
            
            
            
                 119 Oxford St) 
            Knowledgeable staff, great range of fiction and a travel section.
        

      
            SUBIACO & KINGS PARK
        

      Upmarket Rokeby Rd and Hay St boast fashion, art and classy gifts.

      
            
                Indigenart
            

                INDIGENOUS ART
            

Offline map Google map 
                (
            
            
            
                 www.mossensongalleries.com.au; 115 Hay St, Subiaco)
             
            Reputable Indigenart carries art from around the country but with a particular focus on WA artists.

      
            
                Aboriginal Art & Craft 
                Gallery 
                INDIGENOUS ART
            

 
               Offline map (
            
            
            
                 www.aboriginalgallery.com.au; Fraser Ave, Kings Park)
             
            Tends to be less high end than Indigenart.

      [image: chap-grey-info-png]
            
            Information
        

      
            
            Emergency
        

      
            
                Police station 
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                13 14 44; www.police.wa.gov.au; 60 Beaufort St, Northbridge)
            
        

      
            
                Sexual Assault Resource Centre 
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9340 1828; www.kemh.health.wa.gov.au/services/sarc; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                24hr)
            
        

      
            
            Internet Access
        

      
            Look for the [image: iconwifipng]
            symbol in the eating and sleeping sections for places with free wireless internet access. The 
                State Library of WA 
            
                (www.slwa.wa.gov.au; Perth Cultural Centre, Northbridge; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-8pm Mon-Thu, 10am-5.30pm Fri-Sun)
             
            offers free wireless and computer terminals.

      
            
            Media
        

      
            Look for free listings booklets, such as 
                Your
             
                Guide
             
                to
             
                Perth & Fremantle,
             
            available at hostels, hotels and tourist offices.

      
            
                Drum Media 
            Similar to X-Press.
        

      
            
                Go West 
            
                (www.gowesternaustralia.com.au)
            
             
            Backpacker magazine with information on activities throughout WA and seasonal work.
        

      
            
                West Australian 
            
                (www.thewest.com.au)
            
             
            Daily newspaper ($1.30).
        

      
            
                X-Press Magazine 
            
                (www.xpressmag.com.au)
            
             
            A good source of live music information. Available in cafes, bars and music stores.
        

      
            
            Medical Services
        

      
            
                Lifecare Dental 
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9221 2777; www.dentistsinperth.com.au; Forrest Chase, 419 Wellington St; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8am-8pm)
            
        

      
            
                Royal Perth Hospital 
            
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9224 2244; www.rph.wa.gov.au; Victoria Sq)
            
        

      
            
                Travel Medicine Centre
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9321 7888; www.travelmed.com.au; 5 Mill St; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8am-5pm Mon-Fri)
            
        

      
            
            Post
        

      
            
                Main Post Office 
            
                (GPO; 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                13 13 18; 3 Forrest Pl; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                8.30am-5pm Mon-Fri, 9am-12.30pm Sat)
            
        

      
            
            Tourist Information
        

      
            
                i-City Information Kiosk
             
               Offline map (
            
            
            
                
             
                Murray Street Mall; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9.30am-4.30pm Mon-Thu & Sat, to 8pm Fri, 11am-3.30pm Sun) 
            Volunteers answer your questions and run walking tours.
        

      
            
                WA Visitor Centre
            
             
               Offline map (
            
            
                 
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9483 1111; www.wavisitorcentre.com; cnr Forrest Pl & Wellington St; 
            [image: iconhourspng]
            
                9am-5.30pm Mon-Fri, 9.30am-4.30pm Sat, 11am-4pm Sun)
             
            A good resource for a trip anywhere in WA.

      
            
            Websites
        

      
            
                www.heatseeker.com.au
            
             
            Gig guide and ticketing.
        

      
            
                www.perth.citysearch.com.au
            
             
            Entertainment and restaurants.
        

      
            
                www.scoop.com.au
             
            Entertainment.

      
            
                www.whatson.com.au
             
            Events and travel information.

      [image: chap-grey-info-png]
            
            Getting There & Away
        

      
            For details on flights, buses and trains to Perth, 
            Click here
            .
        

      [image: chap-grey-info-png]
            
            Getting Around
        

      
            
            To/From the Airport
        

      
            The domestic and international terminals of Perth’s airport are 10km and 13km east of Perth respectively, near Guildford. Taxi fares to the city are around $25/35 from the domestic/international terminal, and about $60 to Fremantle.
        

      
            
                Connect
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                1300 666 806; www.perthairportconnect.com.au)
            runs shuttles to and from hotels and hostels in the city centre (one way/return $18/30, every 50 minutes) and in 
            Fremantle (one way/return $33/58, every 2½ hours). Prices are slightly cheaper between Perth and the domestic terminal and are substantially discounted for groups of two to four people (check the website for details). Bookings are essential for all services to the airport and are recommended for services to Fremantle. No bookings are taken for shuttles from the airport to Perth’s city centre.

      
            Transperth bus 37 travels to the domestic airport from St Georges Tce, near William St ($3.70, 44 minutes, every 10 to 30 minutes, hourly after 7pm).
        

      
            
            Car & Motorcycle
        

      
            Driving in the city takes a bit of practice, as some streets are one-way and many aren’t signed. There are plenty of car-parking buildings in the central city but no free parks. For unmetered street parking you’ll need to look well away from the main commercial strips and check the signs carefully.
        

      
            These are the main Perth-based hire companies:
        

      
            
                Avis
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                13 63 33; www.avis.com.au)
            
        

      
            
                Backpacker
            
             
            
                Campervan
            
             
            
                &
            
             
            
                Car
            
             
            
                Rentals
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                1800 670 232; www.backpackercampervans.com)
        

      
            
                Backpacker
            
             
            
                Car
            
             
            
                Rentals
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9430 8869;
             
                www.backpackercarrentals.com.au)
             
            Cheap local agency, starting from $110 per week.

      
            
                Bayswater Car Rental
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9325 1000; www.bayswatercarrental.com.au)
             
            Excellent local company with four branches in Perth and Fremantle.

      
            
                Britz Rentals
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                1800 331 454; www.britz.com)
             
            Hires fully equipped 4WDs fitted out as campervans, which are commonplace on northern roads. Britz has offices in all the state capitals, as well as Perth and Broome, so one-way rentals are possible.

      
            
                Budget
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                1300 362 848; www.budget.com.au)
        

      
            
                Campabout Oz
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9477 2121; www.campaboutoz.com.au) 
            Campervans, 4WDs and motorbikes.

      
            
                Hertz
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                13 30 39; www.hertz.com.au)
            
        

      
            
                Scootamoré
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                08-9380 6580; www.scootamore.com.au; 356a Rokeby Rd, Subiaco; 4hr/day/week/month $29/45/200/400) 
            Hires 50cc scooters with helmets (compulsory) and insurance included (for over 21 year olds; $500 excess).

      
            
                Thrifty
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                1300 367 227; www.thrifty.com.au)
            
        

      
            
                Wicked Campers
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                1800 246 869; www.wickedcampers.com.au)
             
            Notable for the lurid colour schemes of its vehicles.

      
            
            Public Transport
        

      
            
                Transperth
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                13 62 13; www.transperth.wa.gov.au)
            
            operates Perth’s public buses, trains and ferries. There are Transperth information 
            offices at Perth Station (Wellington St), Wellington St Bus Station, Perth Underground Station (off Murray St) and the Esplanade Busport (Mounts Bay Rd). There’s also a journey planner on the website.

      
            From the central city, the following fares apply for all public transport:
        

      
            
                Free Transit Zone (FTZ)
             
            Central commercial area, bounded (roughly) by Fraser Ave, Kings Park Rd, Thomas St, Newcastle St, Parry St, Lord St and the river (including City West and Claisebrook train stations, to the west and east respectively).

      
            
                Zone 1
             
            City centre and inner suburbs ($2.50).

      
            
                Zone 2
             
            Fremantle, Guildford and the beaches as far north as Sorrento ($3.70).

      
            
                Zone 3
             
            Hillarys Boat Harbour (AQWA), the Swan Valley and Kalamunda ($4.60).

      
            
                Zone 5
             
            Rockingham ($6.60).

      
            
                Zone 7
             
            Mandurah ($8.70).

      
            
                DayRider
             
            Unlimited travel after 9am weekdays and all day on the weekend in any zone ($9).

      
            
                FamilyRider
             
            Lets two adults and up to five children travel for a total of $9 on weekends, after 6pm weekdays and after 9am on weekdays during school holidays.

      
            If you’re in Perth for a while, it may be worth buying a SmartRider card, which covers you for bus, train and ferry. It’s $10 to purchase, then you add value to your card. The technology deducts the fare as you go, as long as you tap in and tap out (touch your card on the electronic reader) every time you travel, including within the FTZ. The SmartRider works out 15% cheaper than buying single tickets and automatically caps itself at the DayRider rate if you’re avoiding the morning rush hour.
        

      
            
                Bus 
            As well as regular buses the FTZ is well covered during the day by the three free CAT (Central Area Transit) services. The Yellow and Red CATs operate east–west routes, Yellow sticking mainly to Wellington St and Red looping roughly east on Murray and west on Hay. The Blue Cat does a figure eight through Northbridge and the south end of the city; this is the only one to run late – until 1am on Friday and Saturday nights only. Pick up a copy of the free timetable (widely available on buses and elsewhere) for the exact routes and stops. Best of all, services run every five to eight minutes during weekdays and every 15 minutes on weekends; there are digital displays at the stops telling you when the next bus is due.
        

      
            The metropolitan area is serviced by a wide network of Transperth buses. Pick up timetables from any of the Transperth information centres or use the ‘journey planner’ on its website.
        

      
            
                Ferry 
            The only ferry runs every 20 to 30 minutes between Barrack Street Jetty and Mends Street Jetty in South Perth – you’ll probably only use it to get to the zoo.
        

      
            
                Train 
            Transperth operates five train lines from around 5.20am to midnight weekdays and until about 2am Saturday and Sunday. Your rail ticket can also be used on Transperth buses and ferries within the ticket’s zone. You’re free to take your bike on the train in non-peak times. The lines and useful stops include:
        

      
            
                Armadale Thornlie line
             
            Perth, Burswood.

      
            
                Fremantle line
             
            Perth, City West, West Leederville, Subiaco, Shenton Park, Swanbourne, Cottesloe, North Fremantle, Fremantle.

      
            
                Joondalup line
             
            Esplanade, Perth Underground, Leederville.

      
            
                Mandurah line
             
            Perth Underground, Esplanade, Rockingham, Mandurah.

      
            
                Midland line
             
            Perth, East Perth, Mt Lawley, Guildford, Midland.

      
            
            Taxi
        

      
            Perth has a decent system of metered taxis, though the distances in the city make frequent use costly and on busy nights you may have trouble flagging a taxi down in the street. There are ranks throughout the city. The two main companies are 
                Swan Taxis
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                13 13 30; www.swantaxis.com.au)
            
            and 
                Black & White
             
                (
            
            [image: iconphonepng]
            
                13 10 08; www.bwtaxi.com.au)
            
            , both of which have wheelchair-accessible cabs.
        

      
            FREMANTLE
        

      
            POP 28,100
        

      Perth has sprawled to enfold Fremantle within its suburbs, yet the port city maintains its own distinct personality – proud of its nautical ties, working-class roots, bohemian reputation and, especially, its football team. A 20th-century economic slump meant that the city retained an almost complete set of formerly grand Victorian and Edwardian buildings, creating a heritage precinct that’s unique amongst Australia’s cities today.

      Today’s Freo makes a cosy home for performers, professionals, artists and more than a few eccentrics. There’s a lot to enjoy here – fantastic museums, edgy galleries, pubs thrumming with live music and a thriving coffee culture.


      
            
            History
        

      This was an important area for the Wadjuk Noongar people, as it was a hub of trading paths. It was occupied mainly in summer, when the Wadjuk would base themselves here to fish. In winter they would head further inland, avoiding seasonal flooding.

      Fremantle’s European history began when the HMS
                Challenger 
            landed in 1829. Like Perth, the settlement made little progress until convict labour was used. The port blossomed during the gold rush and many of its distinctive buildings date from this period. It wasn’t until 1987, when Fremantle hosted the America’s Cup, that it transformed itself from a sleepy port town into today’s vibrant, artsy city.
        

      
            [image: 17-fremantle-town-aus16]

            
        

  
    Fremantle

    
      [image: top-sights] Top Sights

      
        Fremantle Prison
        F2
      

      
Western Australian Museum – MaritimeA2

      
Western Australian Museum – Shipwreck GalleriesB3

    

    
      [image: sights] Sights

      
        1
        Bathers Beach
        B3
      

      2
Bon Scott StatueC3

      
        3
        Chamber of Commerce Building
        C2
      

      
        4
        Customs House
        B2
      

      
        5
        Esplanade Hotel
        D3
      

      
        6
        Esplanade Reserve
        C3
      

      
        7
        Fremantle Grammar School
        F1
      

      
        8
        Fremantle Markets
        D3
      

      
        9
        Fremantle Train Station
        C1
      

      10
Mark of the Century StatueE2

      
        11
        Old German Consulate
        C2
      

      
        12
        Round House
        B2
      

      
        13
        St John's Anglican Church
        D2
      

      14
To The Fishermen StatueC3

      
        15
        Town Hall
        D2
      

    

    
      Activities, Courses & Tours

      16Captain Cook CruisesB1

      
        17
        Oceanic Cruises
        B1
      

    

    
      [image: sleeping] Sleeping

      
        18
        Backpackers Inn Fremantle
        C2
      

      
        19
        Bannister Suites Fremantle
        D2
      

      
        20
        Fothergills of Fremantle
        F1
      

      
        
        Norfolk Hotel
        (see 35)
      

      
        21
        Old Firestation Backpackers
        C2
      

      
        22
        Pirates
        D3
      

      
        23
        Port Mill B&B
        D3
      

      
        24
        Quest Harbour Village
        B4
      

      
        25
        Terrace Central B&B Hotel
        E3
      

    

    
      [image: eating] Eating

      
        26
        Cafe 55
        C2
      

      
        27
        Cicerello's
        B3
      

      
        28
        Gino's
        D2
      

      
        29
        Juicy Beetroot
        D1
      

      
        30
        Little Creatures
        C4
      

      
        31
        Maya
        D2
      

      
        32
        Moore & Moore
        C3
      

      
        33
        Mussel Bar
        C4
      

    

    
      [image: drinking] Drinking

      
        
        Little Creatures
        (see 30)
      

      
        34
        Monk
        D2
      

      
        35
        Norfolk Hotel
        D3
      

      
        36
        Sail & Anchor
        D2
      

    

    
      [image: entertainment] Entertainment

      
        37
        Fly by Night Musicians Club
        E2
      

      
        38
        Kulcha
        D2
      

      39
Luna on SXD3

      
        40
        X-Wray Cafe
        D3
      

    

    
      [image: shopping] Shopping

      
        41
        Chart & Map Shop
        D3
      

      
        
        Japingka
        (see 26)
      

      
        42
        Love in Tokyo
        C2
      

      
        43
        New Edition
        C2
      

      
        44
        Record Finder
        C2
      

    

  



    

  


End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   
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