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Getting the most out of Lonely Planet maps

E-reader devices vary in their ability to show our maps. To get the most out of the maps in this guide, use the zoom function on your device. Or, visit http://media.lonelyplanet.com/ebookmaps and grab a PDF download or print out all the maps in this guide.
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welcome to Argentina






Start free associating on the word ‘Argentina,’ and it’s quickly apparent why the country has long held travelers in awe: tango, beef, gauchos, fútbol, Patagonia, the Andes. The classics alone make a formidable wanderlust cocktail.
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Día de la Tradición (Click here), San Antonio de Areco
BERNARDO GALMARINI/ALAMY 



City Life

Just wait till you get here. Arriving in Buenos Aires is like jumping aboard a moving train. Outside the taxi window, a blurred mosaic of drab apartment blocks and haphazard architecture whizzes by as you shoot along the freeway toward the center of the city. The driver  probably driving way too fast while chain-smoking and talking incessantly about government corruption  finally merges off the freeway. Then the street life appears  the cafes, the purple jacaranda flowers draped over the sidewalks and porteños (residents of Buenos Aires) in stylish clothing walking purposefully past the newspaper stands, candy kiosks and handsome early-20th-century stone facades. And it’s not just BA that’s a stunner  Córdoba, Mendoza and Bariloche each have their unique personalities and attractions, and are all worthy of your visit.

Natural Wonders

While Argentina’s big cities have a lot of urban pleasures to offer, their real purpose is to springboard travelers into the country’s greatest attraction: the natural world. From mighty Iguazú Falls in the subtropical north to the thunderous, crackling advance of the Perito Moreno Glacier in the south, Argentina is a vast natural wonderland. The country boasts some of the Andes’ highest peaks, several of which top 6000m near Mendoza and San Juan. It’s home to rich wetlands that rival Brazil’s famous Pantanal, mountains painted in rustic colors, deserts dotted with cacti, massive ice fields and arid steppes in Patagonia, cool lichen-clad Valdivian forests, glacial lakes, Andean salt flats, a spectacular Lake District, penguins, flamingos, caimans, capybaras and more. All unforgettable sights and adventures waiting for you to experience and be amazed by  and you will be, bet on that!

Argentine Culture

Tango is possibly Argentina’s greatest contribution to the outside world, a steamy dance that’s been described as ‘making love in the vertical position.’ In Buenos Aires especially, you’ll find endless venues for perfecting your tango moves, from dance salons to milongas (dance events) to atmospheric cafes. Satisfying that carnal craving for juicy steaks isn’t hard to do in the land that has perfected grilling those wonderfully flavorful sides of beef. Parrillas (steak houses) are on practically every corner and will offer up any cut you can imagine. Add an exhilarating passion for fútbol  Argentines are truly devoted to this sport and experiencing a live match should be on your itinerary  and you have a rich edgy culture, part Latin American and part European, that you can’t help but fall in love with.
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Caminito (Click here), La Boca
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TOPEXPERIENCES






Glaciar Perito Moreno

1 As glaciers go, Perito Moreno (Click here) is one of the most dynamic and accessible on the planet, but what makes it exceptional is its constant advance  up to 2m per day. Visitors can get very close to the action via a complex network of steel boardwalks. Its slow but constant motion creates an audio-visual sensation as building-sized icebergs calve from the face and crash into Lago Argentino. A typical way to cap off the day is with a huge steak dinner back in El Calafate.
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Iguazú Falls

2 The peaceful Iguazú river, flowing through the jungle between Argentina and Brazil, plunges suddenly over a basalt cliff in a spectacular display of sound and fury that is one of the planet’s most awe-inspiring sights. The Iguazú Falls (Click here) are a primal experience for the senses: the roar, the spray and the sheer volume of water live forever in the memory. But it’s not just the waterfalls; the jungly national parks that contain them offer a romantic backdrop and fine wildlife-watching opportunities.
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Quebrada de Humahuaca

3 You’re a long way from Buenos Aires up here in Argentina’s northwestern corner (Click here), and it feels a whole world away. This spectacular valley of scoured rock in Jujuy province impresses visually with its tortured formations and artist’s palette of mineral colors, but is also of great cultural interest. The Quebrada’s settlements are traditional and indigenous in character, with typical Andean dishes supplanting steaks on the restaurant menus, and llamas, not herds of cattle, grazing the sparse highland grass.
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Cementerio de la Recoleta

4 A veritable city of the dead, Buenos Aires’ top tourist attraction (Click here) is not to be missed. Lined up along small ‘streets’ are hundreds of old crypts, each uniquely carved from marble, granite and concrete, and decorated with stained glass, stone angels and religious icons. Small plants and trees grow in fissures while feral cats slink between tombs, some of which lie in various stages of decay. It’s a photogenic wonderland, and if there’s strange beauty in death you’ll find it in spades here.
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Hiking the Fitz Roy Range

5 With rugged wilderness and shark-tooth summits, the Fitz Roy Range (Click here) is the trekking capital of Argentina. Climbers may suffer on its windswept, world-class routes, but hiking trails are surprisingly easy and accessible. Park rangers help orient every traveler who comes into El Chaltén. Once on the trail, the most stunning views are just a day hike from town. Not bad for those who want to reward their sweat equity with a craft beer at the brewery.
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Wine Tasting Around Mendoza

6 With so much fantastic wine on offer, it’s tempting just to pull up a bar stool and work your way through it, but getting out there and seeing how the grapes are grown and processed is almost as enjoyable as sampling the finished product. The best news is that wine tasting in Argentina isn’t just for wine snobs  there’s a tour to meet every budget (Click here), from DIY bike tours for backpackers to tasting-and-accommodation packages at exclusive wineries.
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Gaucho Culture

7 One of Argentina’s most-enduring icons is the intrepid gaucho, whose tradition began when Spaniards let loose their cattle on the grassy pampas so many centuries ago. These nomadic cowboys lived by breaking in horses (also left by the Spaniards), hunting cows and drinking mate. Today the best place to experience gaucho culture is during November’s Día de la Tradición (Click here) in San Antonio de Areco. Otherwise check out folkloric shows at estancias (ranches) or at the Feria de Mataderos (Click here) in Buenos Aires.
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Gaucho, San Antonio de Areco (Click here)
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Ruta de los Siete Lagos

8 A journey of extraordinary beauty, the Seven Lakes Route is a don’t-miss road trip. The road winds through lush forests, past waterfalls and dramatic moutain scenery and skirts the various crystal-blue lakes that give it its name. You can bus it in a couple of hours, but taking your time  either in a rental car or on a bike  is a decision you won’t regret.
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Nightlife in Córdoba

9 Boasting seven universities (and counting), it’s no surprise that Argentina’s second city (Click here) is one of the best places for night owls in the entire country. The wide variety of cute sidewalk bars, thumping mega-discos and live music venues (all more or less within walking distance) could keep you occupied for months. While you’re in town, try to catch a cuarteto show  popular all over the country, the style was invented in Córdoba and all the best acts regularly play here.
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Ushuaia

10 Location, location, location. Shimmed between the Beagle Channel and the snow-capped Martial Range, this bustling port (Click here) is the final scrap of civilization seen by Antarctica-bound boats. But more than the end of the earth, Ushuaia is a crossroads for big commerce and adventure. Snow sports brighten the frozen winters and long summer days mean hiking and biking until the wee hours. Happening restaurants, the boisterous bars and welcoming B&Bs mean you’ll want to tuck in and call this port home for a few days.
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Colonia del Sacramento

11 Uruguay’s historic window on the Río de la Plata, this photogenic 17th-century town (Click here) was contested by the Spanish and Portuguese for nearly 100 years. Traces of the tumultuous past are everywhere, from the competing Spanish and Portuguese drainage patterns of Colonia’s cobblestone streets to the small cluster of historical museums ringing its colonial plazas. Directly across the river from Buenos Aires, Colonia is Uruguay’s only Unesco World Heritage site and a popular weekend destination, thanks to atmospheric restaurants and river views at sunset.



[image: image]
ASUNCION MORENO





Skiing at Las Leñas

12 Hitting the slopes at Las Leñas (Click here) isn’t just about making the scene  although there is that. This mountain has the most varied terrain, the most days of powder per year and some of the fastest and most modern lift equipment in the country. Splash out for some on-mountain accommodation or choose from a variety of more reasonably priced options just down the road, but whatever you do, if you’re a snow bunny and you’re here in season, mark this one on your itinerary in big red letters.
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Colonial Salta

13 Argentina’s northwest holds its most venerable colonial settlements, and none is more lovely than Salta (Click here), set in a fertile valley but a gateway to the impressive Andean cordillera not far beyond. Postcard-pretty churches, a sociable plaza and a wealth of noble buildings give it a laid-back historic ambience that endears it to all who visit. Add in great museums, a lively folkloric music scene, some of the country’s most appealing lodging options and a fistful of attractions within easy reach in the province: that’s one impressive place.
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Iglesia San Francisco (Click here)
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San Telmo

14 One of Buenos Aires’ most charming and interesting neighborhoods is San Telmo (Click here), lined with cobblestone streets, colonial buildings and a classic atmosphere that will transport you back to the mid-19th century. Be sure to take in the Sunday feria (street fair), where dozens of booths sell antiques and knickknacks, while buskers perform for loose change. Tango is big here, and you can watch a fancy, spectacular show or catch a casual street performance  both will wow you with amazing feats of athleticism.
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Market, Plaza Dorrego (Click here)
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Bariloche

15 A gorgeous lakeside setting, adjacent to one of the country’s more spectacular and accessible national parks, makes Bariloche (Click here) a winning destination year-round. During winter you can strap on the skis and take in the magnificent panoramas from on top of Cerro Catedral. Once the snow melts, get your hiking boots out and hit the trails in the Parque Nacional Nahuel Huapi where a well-organized network of mountain refuges means you can keep walking as long as your legs will take it.
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Parque Nacional Nahuel Huapi (Click here)
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Península Valdés

16 Once a tawny, dusty peninsula with remote sheep ranches, today Península Valdés (Click here) is a hub for some of the best wildlife watching on the continent. The main attraction is seeing endangered southern right whales get acrobatic and up-close; whale-watching tours actually attract these huge mammals. But the cast of wild characters also includes killer whales, Magellanic penguins, sea lions, elephant seals, rheas, guanaco and numerous sea birds. There’s a ton to be seen on shore walks, but diving and kayak tours take you even deeper into the ambience.
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Jesuit Estancias

17 The Jesuits brought some fine things to Argentina  wine making and universities to name just two. They also constructed some gorgeous estancias (ranches). Many are wonderfully preserved, listed as Unesco World Heritage sites and open to the public, often featuring fascinating museums. The crowds can’t detract from the palpable sense of history in Alta Gracia (Click here), but if you’d like to have one to yourself (and maybe even sleep in the old slave quarters), head for Santa Catalina (Click here).
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San Ignacio Miní (Click here)
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Los  Esteros del Iberá

18 These protected wetlands (Click here) offer astonishing wildlife-watching opportunities around shallow vegetation-rich lagoons. Head out in a boat and you’ll spot numerous alligators, exotic bird species, monkeys, swamp deer, and possibly the world’s cutest rodent, the capybara  but no you can’t take one home. It’s an out-of-the-way location, and a wealth of stylish, comfortable lodges make this a top spot to book yourself in for a few days of relaxation amid an abundance of flora and fauna.
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Laguna Iberá (Click here)
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Aconcagua

19 The tallest peak in the western hemisphere (Click here) is an awe-inspiring sight, even if you’re not planning on climbing it. People come from all over the world to do so, though  it’s not a task to be taken lightly, but if you can take the time to train and acclimatize and you’re good enough to reach the top, you’ll be granted with bragging rights as one of a select group who have touched the ‘roof of the Americas.’
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Mar del Plata

20 Argentina’s premier beach resort (Click here) is a heaving zoo in summer  but that’s what makes it such fun. Compete with porteños (Buenos Aires residents) for a patch of open sand, then lay back and enjoy watching thousands of near-naked bodies worship the sun, play sand games or splash around in the surf. Outdoor activities such as surfing, fishing, horseback riding and even skydiving are also on offer. When the sun goes down it’s time for steak or seafood dinners, followed by late-night entertainment from theater shows and nightclubs.
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need to know








Currency

Argentine peso (AR$)

Language

Spanish

Money

ATMs widely available. Credit cards accepted at most midrange to top-end hotels, restaurants and shops, and some budget places. Traveler’s checks not widely used.

Visas

Generally not required for stays of up to 90 days. Americans, Australians and Canadians must pay a ‘reciprocity fee’ when arriving by air (Click here) .

Cell Phones

Local SIM cards (and top-up credits) are cheap and widely available, and can be used on unlocked GSM 850/1900 compatible phones.

Driving

Drive on the right; steering wheel is on the left side of the car.








When to Go


[image: 02-climate-arg8]


High Season (NovFeb)

Patagonia is best (and most expensive) December to February.

Crowds throng to the beaches from late December through January.

For ski resorts, busiest times are June to August.

Shoulder (SepNov & MarMay)

Temperature-wise the best times to visit Buenos Aires.

The Lake District is pleasant; leaves are spectacular in March.

The Mendoza region has its grape harvests and wine festival.

Low Season (JunAug)

Good time to visit the North.

Many services close at beach resorts, and mountain passes can be blocked by snow.

July is a winter vacation month, so things get busy.







Your Daily Budget

Budget up to AR$250

Double room in budget hotel: AR$100250, dorm bed: AR$5070

Budget restaurant dinner main: AR$3045

Get set lunches or supermarket takeout; some sights have free admission days

Midrange AR$250400

Double room in midrange hotel: AR$250500

Midrange restaurant dinner main: AR$4565

Top End over AR$400

Double room in top-end hotel: AR$500+

Fine restaurant dinner main: AR$65+







Websites

Argentina Independent (www.theargentinaindependent.com) Wide-ranging topics.

Argentine Post (www.argentinepost.com) Covering Buenos Aires and Argentina.

Buenos Aires Herald (www.buenosairesherald.com) An international view of the country.

Bloggers in Argentina (www.bloggersinargentina.blogspot.com) Argentine bloggers.

Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/argentina) Destination info, hotel bookings, forums and more.







Exchange Rates
 	
Australia
	
A$1
	
AR$4.65


	Brazil

	R$1
	
AR$2.51

	
Canada
	
C$1
	
AR$4.35

	
Chile
	
CH$100
	
AR$0.90

	
Euro
	
€1
	
AR$5.68

	
Japan
	
¥100
	
AR$5.54

	
New Zealand
	
NZ$1
	
AR$3.62

	
UK
	
UK£1
	
AR$6.82

	
Uruguay
	
UR$1
	
AR$0.22

	
USA
	
US$1
	
AR$4.35



For current exchange rates see www.xe.com.







Important Numbers


	Argentina Country Code

	[image: iconphonepng]54



	Directory Assistance

	[image: iconphonepng]110



	International Access Code
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	National Tourist
Information (in Buenos Aires)

	[image: iconphonepng]11-4312-2232



	Police

	[image: iconphonepng]101; [image: iconphonepng]911 in
some large cities











Arriving in Argentina

Aeropuerto Internacional Ministro Pistarini (‘Ezeiza’; Click here)

Shuttle Bus  frequent to downtown BA in 40 to 60 minutes; AR$6070

Local Bus  two hours to downtown; AR$2

Taxi  use official city taxi services only (avoid touts); AR$180

Aeroparque Jorge Newberry (‘Aeroparque’, airport with domestic flights; Click here)

Shuttle Bus  frequent, 10 to 15 minutes to downtown; AR$24

Local Bus  take 33 or 45, AR$2.50

Taxis  around AR$35 to downtown or Palermo





Rates on the Rise

Lonely Planet aims to give its readers as precise an idea as possible of what things cost. Rather than slapping hotels or restaurants into vague budget categories, we publish the actual rates and prices that businesses quote to us during research. The problem is that prices change, especially in Argentina, where inflation runs rampant. But we’ve found that readers prefer to have real numbers in their hands so they can make the calculations once they’re on the road, then apply them across the board. This is still more precise than price ranges.

Argentina remains a decent-value destination. Although we anticipate prices will continue to rise, we’ve still opted to provide the prices given to us at the time of research. Our advice: call or check a few hotel or tour-operator websites before budgeting your trip, just to make sure you’re savvy about going rates.
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if you like...







Cities

Argentina is famous for its delightful natural wonders, but also lays claim to some big cities worthy of your presence. Gourmet restaurants, world-class museums, fine shopping, cutting-edge music, rocking nightlife and so much more  all contribute towards satisfying your needed dose of big-city culture. Just remember to spruce up your threads and pack fancy shoes.

Buenos Aires The mother of all Argentine cities. Plan to spend several days exploring the world-class offerings of this unique and astounding metropolis (Click here)

Córdoba From Jesuit ruins to modern art to cuarteto music (Córdoba’s claim to fame), you’ll experience it all in this historic city (Click here)

Bariloche Ski, hike or go white-water rafting during the day, then munch on chocolate and Patagonian lamb at night  (Click here)

Ushuaia Stunningly located at the foothills of the Andes’ southernmost reaches, Ushuaia is the world’s main departure point for Antarctica (Click here)




Hiking & Mountaineering

Lining Argentina’s western edge like a bumpy spine, the glorious Andes rise to nearly 7000m at Aconcagua’s peak and offer some of the continent’s finest hiking and mountaineering. Head south to El Chaltén for the epic ascents of Cerros Torre and Fitz Roy, or settle in at Bariloche to take in scenic day hikes. Up north, Mendoza is your best base for conquering Aconcagua. Meanwhile, the network of national parks offers everything from forest to mountain to desert and even subtropical tromps.

Bariloche Set on the shores of Lago Nahuel Huapi, Bariloche is surrounded by snowy peaks that beckon climbers (Click here)

El Bolsón Drawing in hippies like patchouli is this laid-back town with nearby hikes to forests, waterfalls and scenic ridges (Click here)

El Chaltén Argentina’s ground zero for premier hiking, boasting gorgeous glaciers, pristine lakes and unparalleled mountain landscapes (Click here)

Mendoza Mountaineers flock here to summit Cerro Aconcagua, South America’s highest peak (Click here)




Beaches

Ah, those waves lapping on the shore, salty wind on your face and warm sand between your toes. What says ‘vacation’ more than a day at the beach? Head to Argentina’s best sandy destinations, all lined up like soldiers along the Atlantic edge of Buenos Aires. There’s a beach for every taste, whether you’re looking for a party, adventure sport or isolation. It’s worth mentioning one of South America’s premier beach destinations, where Argentina’s rich and famous head when they want classy sun and surf  Uruguay’s Punta del Este (Click here).

Mar del Plata Popular with Argentina’s middle class, ‘Mardel’ turns into the country’s biggest summertime party (Click here)

Necochea Miles of beachcombing, decent surf breakers and even a pine forest to explore (Click here)

Pinamar Very popular destination with variety nearby  from affordable neighborhoods to one of Argentina’s most exclusive beach resorts  Cariló (Click here)

Puerto Madryn Whether you like windsurfing, whale-watching or diving, Puerto Madryn caters to your desires (Click here)
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Parque Nacional Los Glaciares (Click here)
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Food

It’s no secret  Argentina is known for its steak, steak and more steak. But in Buenos Aires, ethnic restaurants are everywhere, and around the country tasty regional cuisines offer your taste buds a special treat. Vegetarians and vegans will have a hard time outside the big cities, though pasta, pizza and salads are common choices everywhere.

Andean Northwest If you make it up north, be sure to try locro (a hearty meat stew), humitas (sweet tamales) and empanadas (meat or vegetable turnovers)

Atlantic Coast Despite a huge coastline, Argentina isn’t known for its seafood. If you’re near the sea, however, be sure to try some fish, shrimp, oysters and king crab

Lake District The area around Bariloche is known for its wild boar, venison and trout  plus locally made chocolates

Patagonia If you like lamb, you’ll be in heaven while in Patagonia. Here, cordero is on every menu and sheep ranches reign supreme




Memorable Landscapes

Argentina is pretty much made up of amazing landscapes, from its cactus-filled deserts up north to its lofty Andean peaks in the west to its scenic, deep-blue lakes and piercing verdant forests down south. Throw in the wonders of Iguazú Falls and the bleak expanses of Patagonia, and the word ‘unforgettable’ is sure to come up.

Andean Northwest Undulating desert landscapes are punctuated by sentinel-like cacti, alien rock formations and whole mountainsides sporting palettes of colors (Click here)

Iguazú Falls Spanning over 2.5km, these are the most incredible waterfalls you will ever see on earth, bar none (Click here)

Lake District Argentina’s ‘little Switzerland’ is just that  snow-dusted mountains looming over lakes edged by forest (Click here)

The Andes Mountains Strung along the whole of South America, this spectacular mountain range is stunningly beautiful (Click here)

Patagonia Not many regions in the world can evoke the mysticism, wonderment and yearning of Argentina’s last frontier  even if most of it is barren, windy nothingness (Click here)




Wildlife

Argentina’s environments translate into homes for many creatures, from the flightless, grasslands-loving ñandú (rheas) to the majestic Andean condors and pumas to the desert-dwelling camelids such as llamas, guanacos and vicuñas. But certain concentrated areas are popular destinations for wildlife.

Península Valdés This bleak, oddly shaped peninsula attracts a plethora of wildlife such as southern right whales, elephant seals, Magellanic penguins and orcas (Click here)

Esteros del Iberá Rich and amazing wetlands that harbor a wide range of interesting critters, from comical capybaras, black caimans and howler monkeys to countless bird species (Click here)

Iguazú Falls These spectacular falls are located in tropical rainforest that is also home to several kinds of monkeys, lizards and birds (including toucans!). Also watch for begging coatis (Click here)

Ushuaia The southernmost city in the world has a few colonies of cormorants, sea lions and even penguins (Click here). It’s also the stepping-off point to Antarctica, a fantastic wildlife wonderland (Click here)




Wine Tasting

By now you’ve heard  Argentine wines are world-class. Most famous is malbec, that dark, robust plum-flavored wine that has solidly stamped the region of Mendoza on every oenophile’s map. But Argentina has other fine varietals worthy of a sip or two  fresh torrontés, fruity bonarda and earthy pinot noir. Try them all; you’ll be tipping your glass in agreement.

Mendoza Argentina’s powerhouse wine region, producing the majority of the country’s grapes (Click here)

San Juan Much less famous than its Mendoza cousin, but well known for its syrah and bonarda (Click here)

Cafayate Just south of Salta, this smaller town is famed for the torrontés grape, among others (Click here)

Patagonia You don’t think of wine when you think of Patagonia, but this bleak desert region is establishing a reputation for pinot noir. Maybe it’s the wind (Click here) .




Colonial Architecture

While Argentina isn’t world-renowned for its unique buildings, its status as an ex-Spanish colony means there are some fine examples of colonial architecture to be found around the country. Up north, the cities of Córdoba, Salta and Tucumán are worth a visit for their pretty colonial centers (among other things). In Buenos Aires head to San Telmo, with its historical buildings and atmosphere. And across the Río de la Plata, in Uruguay, lies the lovely colonial town of…wait for it…Colonia.

Córdoba Argentina’s second-largest city boasts a beautiful center dotted with colonial buildings (Click here)

Salta & Tucumán These northern cities have more than their share of beautiful old architecture (Click here and Click here)

Buenos Aires It’s mostly French- or Italian-styled buildings downtown, but head south to San Telmo for a simpler colonial feel (Click here)

Colonia del Sacramento An easy boat ride away from BA lies Uruguay’s architectural gem of a town (Click here)




Adventure Sports

As the 8th-largest country in the world, Argentina covers a lot of ground and offers plenty of adventurous sports. Wild rivers boast great rafting and kayaking, while bare mountainsides are primed for rock climbing. High thermals mean lofty paragliding, while skiers and snowboarders roar down world-class slopes. If you’re looking for adrenaline, you’ve found it. For a more extensive list of activities and destinations, see Argentina Outdoors (Click here).

Skiing & Snowboarding The best ski resorts are Mendoza’s Las Leñas (Click here), Bariloche’s Cerro Catedral (Click here) and San Martín de los Andes’ Cerro Chapelco (Click here)

Rock Climbing Try Cerro Catedral just outside Bariloche (Click here), the rocky walls around El Chaltén (Click here) and the granite boulders of Los Gigantes (Click here), 80km west of Córdoba

Paragliding Some of the best spots are La Cumbre (Click here), Bariloche (Click here) and Tucumán (Click here)

Rafting & Kayaking Hit the white water around Mendoza (Click here), Bariloche (Click here) and Esquel (Click here)
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month by month








Top Events

Fiesta Nacional de la Vendimia, March

Festival y Mundial de Tango, August

Carnaval, February

Día de la Tradición, November

Vinos y Bodegas, September





January

January is peak summer in Argentina. Porteños (Buenos Aires citizens) who can afford it leave their sweltering city and head to the beach resorts, which are very crowded and expensive. It’s also high season in Patagonia, so expect top prices there too.

[image: category-festival] Festival Nacional del Folklore

Near the city of Córdoba, the town of Cosquín hosts the National Festival of Folk Music (www.aquicosquin.org, in Spanish; Click here) during the last week of January. It’s the country’s largest and best known folklórico (folk music) festival.

February

It’s still summertime, but crowds at the beaches and in Patagonia start to thin later in the month. The Andean deserts and the Iguazú region continue to be very hot, but it’s a great time to visit the Lake District. Mendoza’s grape harvest begins.

[image: category-festival] Carnaval

Though not as rockin’ as it is in Brazil, this celebration is very rowdy in the northeast, especially in Gualeguaychú (Click here) and Corrientes (Click here). Montevideo, the capital of Uruguay, is another party spot (Click here). Dates vary depending on the city.

March

Autumn is starting in Argentina, and temperatures are more pleasant in Buenos Aires (though it’s rainy). Prices fall at the beaches and in Patagonia, but the weather remains warm. The north starts to cool, and Iguazú Falls isn’t quite so hot and humid.

[image: category-drink] Fiesta Nacional de la Vendimia

Mendoza city’s nearly week-long National Wine Harvest Festival (www.vendimia.mendoza.gov.ar, in Spanish; Click here) kicks off with parades, folkloric events and a royal coronation  all in honor of Mendoza’s intoxicating beverage.

April

The forests of the Lake District start changing from verdant green to fiery reds, yellows and oranges. Patagonia is clearing out but you might get lucky with decent hiking weather. BA heads into low season, with still-pleasant temperatures.

[image: category-festival] Festival Internacional de Cine Independiente

Independent film buffs shouldn’t miss this festival (www.bafici.gov.ar) in BA, which screens more than 100 films from Argentina and Uruguay. Awards are given out in separate categories; guest directors and actors are invited.

May

It’s late autumn and BA is cool as the rains die back. It’s a good time to visit Iguazú Falls, and the crowds leave Mendoza  though the vineyards are still a gorgeous red from autumn leaves.

[image: category-festival] Día de Virgen de Luján

On May 8, thousands of devout believers make a 65km pilgrimage to the pampas town of Luján (Click here) in honor of the Virgin Mary. Other pilgrimages take place in early October, early August, late September and December 8.

June

Winter begins in Argentina. Services at the beach resorts and Patagonia begin to dwindle, but it’s an ideal time to visit the deserts of the Andean Northwest and the Iguazú Falls, which have fewer rains and less heat at this time of year.

[image: category-festival] Anniversary of Carlos Gardel’s death

On June 24, 1935, tango legend Carlos Gardel died in a plane crash in Colombia. Head to BA’s Chacarita cemetery to see fans pay their respects at his grave and statue, leaving a lit cigarette between his fingers. There are also tango events around the city.

July

Ski season is at its peak, so make sure your wallet is packed full and head off to the resorts around Bariloche, San Martín de los Andes and Mendoza. Whale-watching season starts heating up in the Península Valdés area.

[image: category-festival] Semana de Artesanía Aborígen

In the Lake District’s Junín de los Andes, up to 20 surrounding native Mapuche communities get together to show off and sell their traditional arts and crafts.

August

Beach resort towns are dead and Patagonia is desolate and cold. BA is still cool, but it’s a great time to explore the theaters, museums and art galleries.

[image: category-festival] Festival y Mundial de Tango

World-class national and international tango dancers perform throughout BA during this two-week festival (www.tangobuenosaires.gob.ar). There’s a competition where couples compete fiercely for the title of ‘world’s best tango dancers.’ Plenty of classes and workshops are also held.

[image: category-festival] Toreo de la Vincha

In a remote northern adobe village is a festival that pits a garlanded bull against young men who try to rob it of its crown. Interested? For more Click here.

September

Spring has sprung, and it’s peak season for whale watching (both southern right whales and orcas) around Península Valdés. Polo season begins in BA, and the ski slopes wind down.

[image: category-drink] Vinos y Bodegas

Lovers of the grape shouldn’t miss this huge BA event (www.expovinosybodegas.com.ar, in Spanish), which highlights vintages from dozens of bodegas (wineries) all over Argentina. Mix with thousands of sommeliers, restaurateurs, journalists and just plain wine aficionados.

October

It’s a fine time to visit BA and Central Argentina. The season is just starting in Patagonia, but the crowds haven’t quite descended. Flowers are blooming in the Lake District.

[image: category-drink] Fiesta Nacional de la Cerveza/Oktoberfest

Join the swillers and oompah bands at Argentina’s National Beer Festival, Villa General Belgrano’s Oktoberfest (www.elsitiodelavilla.com/oktoberfest, in Spanish; Click here) in the Central Sierras.

[image: category-festival] Eisteddfod

This lively Welsh festival, featuring plentiful grub and choral singing, takes place in the Patagonian towns of Trelew (Click here) and Trevelin (Click here). It’s great for inducing one of those wait-am-I-really-in-South-America? moments.

November

In BA, the weather is perfect and the jacaranda trees show off their gorgeous purple blooms. It’s a good time to visit the beach resorts and Patagonia, since the crowds and high prices are still a month or so away.

[image: category-festival] Día de la Tradición

This festival salutes the gaucho and is especially significant in San Antonio de Areco (Click here), the most classically gaucho of towns. However, it is also important (and much less touristy) in the mountain town of San José de Jáchal (Click here).
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December

Summer begins and it’s excellent beach weather at the resorts (just before the January peak). It’s also ideal weather for outdoor activities in the Lake District, and penguin (and hiking) season starts in Patagonia.

[image: category-festival] Buenos Aires Jazz Festival Internacional

BA’s big jazz festival (www.buenosairesjazz.gob.ar) takes place over five days in venues all over the city, attracting 30,000 spectators. Jazz musicians of all kinds are featured  emerging and established, avant-garde and traditional, national and international.

[image: category-festival] El Tinkunaco

On December 31 a curious ceremony takes place in the northern city of La Rioja, symbolizing the resolution of a cultural clash between colonizing Spaniards and the Diaguita (an indigenous people). For more Click here.
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Whether you’ve got six days or 60, these itineraries provide a starting point for the trip of a lifetime. Want more inspiration? Head online to lonelyplanet.com/thorntree to chat with other travelers.


[image: 05-one-week-itin-arg8]


One Week
A Week Around Buenos Aires

Seen the capital city from top to bottom and wondering what else to do? Well, if you like water, Tigre is a great nearby choice  a bustling delta and popular porteño (resident of Buenos Aires) getaway. And not far away is peaceful San Antonio de Areco with a history of gaucho culture and surrounded by estancias  or tidy La Plata, with its huge cathedral.

Perhaps you’d prefer the beach? Pinamar and Villa Gesell make a great summer weekend trip, as does Mar del Plata  the biggest Argentine beach destination of them all. Or head inland to Tandil, a pretty town near scenic hills and a large recreational reservoir.

And then there’s Uruguay  just a (relatively) short boat ride away. Colonia del Sacramento is truly charming, filled with cobbled streets and atmospheric colonial buildings. Montevideo is kind of like BA’s little sister  smaller and less frantic, but still offering big city delights like a beautiful theater, historic downtown and eclectic architecture. And if you really want to party, take your bikini to Punta del Este  a magnet for celebrities, rich porteños and whoever else just wants to have a good time.




[image: 05-unmissable-itin-arg8]


One Month
Unmissable Argentina

Argentina is a huge country  the world’s eighth largest  and experiencing all its highlights thoroughly will require at least a month, plus a lot of airplane flights. If you want to see both the north and south, plan your trip accordingly: Patagonia is best in January and February, but this is when the northern deserts are at their hottest (doing both might be best in spring or fall). Tailor the following destinations to your tastes, spending more or less time where you want it.

Take a few days to explore the wonders of Buenos Aires, with its fascinating neighborhoods and big-city sights. If it’s the right season, head south for wildlife viewing at Reserva Faunística Península Valdés  the whales, elephant seals and penguins are especially popular. From here hop a flight to Ushuaia, the southernmost city in the world and prime jumping-off point to Antarctica (add another two weeks and minimum US$5000 for this trip!).

Now you’ll head north (your only choice) to El Calafate, where the stunning Perito Moreno Glacier (in Parque Nacional Los Glaciares) is one of the world’s most unique sights. If you love the outdoors, cross the border to Chile’s Parque Nacional Torres del Paine, an awe-inspiring cluster of mountains boasting some of earth’s most beautiful landscapes. Back in Argentina is El Chaltén, another world-class climbing, trekking and camping destination.

Further up the spine of the Andes is Argentina’s Lake District, where a chocolate stop in Bariloche is a must. Gorgeous scenery, outdoor activities and lovely nearby towns can easily add days to your itinerary. Your next destination is now Mendoza, Argentina’s wine mecca, which also offers great outdoor adventures and mind-blowing Andean scenery. A 10-hour bus ride lands you in Córdoba, the country’s second-largest city with amazing colonial architecture and cutting-edge culture. From here it’s a flight north to pretty Salta, where you can explore colorful canyons, charming villages and cacti-dotted desert panoramas.

Pack up your bags again and head east to Parque Nacional Iguazú, where the world’s most massive falls will simply astound you  they’re nearly 3km long and made up of 200 separate waterfalls. Now fly back to Buenos Aires, do what you missed doing the first time around (or do the stuff you loved again) and party till your plane leaves.
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ANGEL TERRY/ALAMY 




[image: image]
Glaciar Perito Moreno (Click here)
MICHAEL TAYLOR/LONELY PLANET IMAGES 




[image: 05-patagonia-ruta-itin-arg8]





Two to Three Weeks
Patagonian Passage

Begin in Ushuaia, in Tierra del Fuego, where you can kayak or hop on a boat to cruise around the Beagle Channel. Nearby Parque Nacional Tierra del Fuego offers a few end-of-the-world hikes (literally).

Now fly to El Calafate, in Patagonia, and lay your eyes on the spectacular and unforgettable  Perito Moreno Glacier in Parque Nacional Los Glaciares. You’ll also want to bus down to Puerto Natales and hike in the famous Parque Nacional Torres del Paine  you’ll need at least four to six days here to appreciate it fully. Head north again to El Chaltén for world-class hiking and camping in the Fitz Roy Range.

With an extra week, fly to the Lake District and Bariloche, where you can hike (or fish, or raft, or bike) for days on end in the gorgeous national parks of Nahuel Huapi and Lanín. If you have an extra day or two, take a day trip to the hippie enclave of El Bolsón, or to the cute village of Villa Traful.

Finally, stop in Puerto Madryn to see the whales, elephant seals and penguins at Reserva Faunística Península Valdés  just make sure they’re in season.




One Month
Ruta Nacional 40

Argentina’s quintessential road trip, RN 40 travels the length of Argentina (more than 5000km) and through some of the country’s remotest regions.

Start in La Quiaca, at the border with Bolivia. Heading south, you’ll pass through the wildly scenic villages of Valles Calchaquíes. Then it’s a pause at lovely Cafayate, before passing traditional San José de Jáchal. Take a breather in Mendoza to drink wine, then explore the volcanic landscapes around Malargüe.

Continue south, stopping to check out the lagoons and hot springs around Chos Malal. Detour to the national parks of Lanín and Nahuel Huapi for epic hiking before hitting Bariloche. Further on, consider sidetracking to Los Antiguos if it’s cherry season, and stop at Cueva de las Manos for indigenous art.

Take a side trip to El Chaltén for hiking, then drive to El Calafate and see the Perito Moreno Glacier. Cross the border to Chile and explore stunning Parque Nacional Torres del Paine before doglegging west to Río Gallegos, where RN 40 ends nearby at Cabo Virgenes. Now consider continuing to Ushuaia on RN 3; it’s as far south as any highway in the world goes.




[image: 05-wine-northern-itin-arg8]




Two Weeks
Mendoza Wine & Adventures

Uncork your trip in beautiful Mendoza, located on the flanks of the Andes. Not only are there world-class vineyards surrounding the city, but outdoor enthusiasts will be in heaven. White-water rafting and skiing are awesome in the area, and Cerro Aconcagua (the western hemisphere’s highest peak) isn’t too far away.

Now take a crack-of-dawn bus to San Rafael, where you can rent a bike and ride out to the city’s wineries  some of which specialize in sparkling wine. The area is also home to scenic Cañon de Atuel, a colorful, mini Grand Canyon. Then backtrack up north to San Juan to try the excellent syrah and other regional whites produced near this leafy provincial capital. You can also rent a car and head west to ethereal Barreal for rafting, mountaineering and land sailing, then go further north to explore the remote and traditional villages of San José de Jáchal, Rodeo and Huaco. Finally, be sure to visit the amazing landscapes of Parque Provincial Ischigualasto and Parque Nacional Talampaya, both boasting spectacular rock formations  along with petroglyphs and dinosaur fossils.

Three Weeks
Northern Adventure Loop

Start in Córdoba, Argentina’s second-largest city, to explore one of the finest colonial centers.

Now fly north to historic Tucumán for some eclectic architecture and a lively street scene. Over to the west is pretty Tafí del Valle, and getting there via a gorgeous mountain road is half the fun. A bit further north is beautiful Cafayate, the place to knock back some aromatic torrontés wine. Sober up and travel through the epic Quebrada de Cafayate to Salta, whose central plaza is one of Argentina’s best preserved; this is also where the famous ‘Train to the Clouds’ begins.

From Salta, head back south to the otherworldly region of Valles Calchaquíes, and the adobe villages of Cachi and Molinos. After this peaceful interlude, journey back north through the magnificently eroded valley of Quebrada de Humahuaca, where you can overnight in lively little Tilcara.

Return to Salta and fly to the incredible Parque Nacional Iguazú, home to nearly unbelievable waterfalls. And if you like animals, another worthy destination is Reserva Provincial Esteros del Iberá, an amazing wetlands preserve full of capybaras, caimans and countless bird species.
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Argentina Outdoors







Best Bases for Thrill Seekers

Bariloche (Click here) One of Argentina’s premier outdoor cities, with fine hiking, skiing, biking, fishing, rafting and even paragliding

Mendoza (Click here) One word: Aconcagua. Plus great skiing, rafting, rock climbing and more

El Chaltén (Click here) World-class hiking, trekking, rock climbing, kayaking and fishing

Puerto Madryn (Click here) Dive with sea lions, or go windsurfing and kayaking

Junín de los Andes (Click here) Gorgeous rivers offer some of the world’s best fly-fishing (for huge trout!)

Córdoba (Click here) The closest city to Los Gigantes, Argentina’s rock-climbing mecca (80km away)

Barreal (Click here) Tops for trekking, rafting, windsurfing and  hold on to your hats  land sailing

La Cumbre (Click here) The place in Argentina for paragliding, and there’s skydiving too



From the rugged wilderness of Patagonia to the massive peaks of the Andes, Argentina has long bewitched the world’s most adventurous souls. For anyone with a little grit and a love of the great outdoors, it’s more than just a magnet  it’s a mecca. Mountaineering, hiking and skiing have long been Argentina’s classic outdoor pursuits, but these days locals and visitors alike are doing much more. They’re kite surfing in the Andes, paragliding in the Central Sierras, diving along the Atlantic coast and pulling out huge trout in the Lake District. And they’re always having fun.

Hiking & Trekking

Argentina is home to some seriously superb stomping. The Lake District is probably the country’s most popular hiking destination, with outstanding day and multiday hikes in several national parks, including Nahuel Huapi (Click here) and Lanín (Click here). Bariloche is the best base for exploring the former, San Martín de los Andes the latter.

Patagonia, needless to say, has out-of-this-world hiking. South of Bariloche, El Bolsón (Click here) is an excellent base for hiking both in the forests outside of town and in nearby Parque Nacional Lago Puelo (Click here). Parque Nacional Los Glaciares offers wonderful hiking in and around the Fitz Roy Range; base yourself in El Chaltén (Click here) and wait out the storms (in the brewery, of course).

Head to Parque Nacional Torres del Paine (Click here), in Chile, for epic hiking. Tierra del Fuego also has good walks, conveniently in Parque Nacional Tierra del Fuego (Click here).

Then there are the high Andean peaks west of Mendoza. Although these areas are more popular for mountaineering, there’s some great trekking here as well. The northern Andes around Quebrada de Humahuaca (Click here) are also good.

Most sizeable towns in the Lake District and Patagonia have a hiking and mountaineering club called Club Andino. These are good places to get information, maps and current conditions. We’ve listed the clubs in Information sections throughout this book (Bariloche, Junín de los Andes, El Bolsón and Ushuaia all have one).

Lonely Planet’s Trekking in the Patagonian Andes is a great resource to have if you’re planning some serious trekking. And for camping information, Click here.

Mountaineering

The Andes are a mountaineer’s dream, especially in San Juan and Mendoza provinces, where some of the highest peaks in the western hemisphere are found. While the most famous climb is Aconcagua (Click here), the highest peak in the Americas, there are plenty of others in the Andes  many of them more interesting and far more technical. Near Barreal (Click here), the Cordón de la Ramada boasts five peaks more than 6000m, including the mammoth Cerro Mercedario, which tops out at 6770m. The region is less congested than Aconcagua, offers more technical climbs and is preferred by many climbers. Also near here is the majestic Cordillera de Ansilta (Click here), with seven peaks scraping the sky at between 5130m and 5885m.

The magnificent and challenging Fitz Roy Range (Click here), in southern Patagonia, is one of the world’s top mountaineering destinations, while the mountains of Parque Nacional Nahuel Huapi (Click here) offer fun for all levels.

Rock Climbing

Patagonia’s Parque Nacional Los Glaciares (Click here), home to Cerro Torre and Cerro Fitz Roy, is one of the world’s most important rock-climbing destinations. Cerro Torre is considered one of the five toughest climbs on the planet. The nearby town of El Chaltén is a climber’s haven, and several shops offer lessons and rent equipment. If you don’t have the time or talent for climbs of the Cerro Torre magnitude, there are plenty of other options.

Los Gigantes (Click here), in the Central Sierras, is fast becoming the country’s de facto rock-climbing capital, with lots of high-quality granite. Operators in Córdoba offer lessons and transportation. There’s also climbing around Carolina (Click here).

In Mendoza province, Los Molles (Click here) is a small, friendly hub for rock climbing, and there’s more nearby at Chigüido (near Malargüe). Around Mendoza city are the draws of Los Arenales and El Salto.

Cerro Otto, in Parque Nacional Nahuel Huapi (Click here), has popular climbing routes. Finally, in the Pampas, there’s some climbing in Tandil (Click here) and Mar del Plata (Click here).

Fishing

Where to Fish

Together, Patagonia and the Lake District constitute one of the world’s premier fly-fishing destinations, where introduced trout species (brown, brook, lake and rainbow) and landlocked Atlantic salmon reach massive sizes in cold rivers surrounded by spectacular scenery. It’s an angler’s paradise.

In the Lake District, Junín de los Andes is the self-proclaimed trout capital of Argentina, and lining up a guide to take you to Parque Nacional Lanín’s superb trout streams is easy. Nearby Aluminé (Click here) sits on the banks of Río Aluminé, one of the country’s most highly regarded trout streams. Bariloche is another excellent base.

Further south, Parque Nacional Los Alerces (Click here) has outstanding lakes and rivers, and you can do day trips to El Chaltén’s Lago del Desierto or Laguna Larga (Click here). Río Gallegos (Click here) is a superb fly-fishing destination. Other important Patagonian rivers include Río Negro and Río Santa Cruz.
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Río Atuel, near San Rafael (Click here)
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The city of Río Grande (Click here), on Tierra del Fuego, is world-famous for fly-fishing. Its Río Grande river holds some of the largest sea-running brown trout in the world. For more about fishing in Tierra del Fuego, Click here.

Deep-sea fishing is possible in Camarones (Click here) and Puerto Deseado (Click here).

In subtropical northeast Argentina, the wide Río Paraná (Click here) attracts fly-fishers, spin fishers and trollers from around the world, who pull in massive river species, such as surubí (a massive catfish) and dorado (a troutlike freshwater game fish). The dorado, not to be confused with the saltwater mahi-mahi, is a powerful swimmer and is one of the most exciting fish to catch on a fly.

There’s also good fishing in Mendoza (Click here), Uspallata (Click here) and Barreal (Click here).

Guides & Services

In smaller towns such as Junín de los Andes, you can usually go to the local tourist office and request a list of local fishing guides or operators. Another good option for independent anglers heading to the Lake District is the Asociación de Guías Profesionales de Pesca Parque Nacional Nahuel Huapi y Patagonia Norte  (www.guiaspatagonicos.com.ar, in Spanish), which maintains a list and contact details of licensed guides for northern Patagonia and the Lake District.

In northern Argentina, which doesn’t have tourist infrastructure as accommodating as the Lake District’s, it’s virtually impossible to fish without a guide  and usually a boat.

For more info about fly-fishing, contact Asociación Argentina de Pesca con Mosca  ([image: iconphonepng] in Buenos Aires 011-4773-0821; www.aapm.org.ar, in Spanish).

Rules & Regulations

In the Lake District and Patagonia, the season runs November to between mid- and late April. In the northeast the season runs February to October. Certain lakes and streams on private land may stay open longer.

Trout fishing is almost always mandatory catch and release. Throughout Patagonia (including the Lake District), native species should always be thrown back. These are usually smaller than trout and include perca (perch), puyen (common galaxias, a narrow fish native to the southern hemisphere), Patagonian pejerrey and the rare peladilla.

Fishing licenses are required and available at tackle shops, clubs de caza y pesca (hunting and fishing clubs), and sometimes at tourist offices and YPF gas stations.



Mush!

You can’t say you’ve done it all until you’ve tried dog sledding. Argentina’s a great place to start. Operators near Caviahue (Click here) offer dog sledding, as do operators in San Martín de los Andes (Click here). And how about dog sledding at the end of the world, in Ushuaia (Click here) ? Obviously, this activity is possible only when there’s snow, during the winter months of June to October (though in Ushuaia the season might be longer).





Skiing & Snowboarding

Argentina’s mountains have outstanding skiing, offering superb powder and plenty of sunny days. Many resorts have large ski schools with instructors from all over the world, so language is not a problem. At some of the older resorts equipment can be a little antiquated, but in general the quality of skiing more than compensates.

There are three main snow-sport areas: Mendoza, the Lake District and Ushuaia. Mendoza is home to Argentina’s premier resort, Las Leñas (Click here), which has the best snow and longest runs. The Lake District is home to several low-key resorts, including Cerro Catedral (Click here), near Bariloche, and Cerro Chapelco (Click here), near San Martín de los Andes. Although the snow doesn’t get as powdery here, the views are superior to Las Leñas. And Esquel, further south in Patagonia, does have great powder at La Hoya.

The world’s most southerly commercial skiing is near Ushuaia (Click here). The ski season everywhere generally runs mid-June to mid-October.

Cycling

Cycling is a popular activity among Argentines, and spandex-clad cyclists are a common site along many roads (despite a decided lack of bike lanes in the country). There are some outstanding paved routes, especially in the Lake District and, to a lesser extent, in the Andean northwest.

In the northwest, there are several excellent road routes, including the highway from Tucumán to Tafí del Valle; the direct road from Salta to Jujuy; and  arguably most spectacular of all  Quebrada de Cafayate (Click here). The Central Sierras (Click here) are also great candidates for cycling, and the mostly paved network of roads rolls past a countryside that is, at times, reminiscent of Scotland. Mendoza boasts some epic routes through the Andes, but most are doable only for the seasoned cyclist  those lacking thighs of glory can entertain themselves pedaling between wineries in Maipú (Click here).

In the Lake District’s Parque Nacional Nahuel Huapi (Click here) there are several excellent loops (including the Circuito Chico) that skirt gorgeous lakes and take in some of Patagonia’s most epic scenery. Cyclists often take their bikes on the Cruce de Lagos (Click here), a famous two-day boat/bus journey across the Andes to Chile. Instead of busing the road stretches, they ride.

Patagonia is a popular and mythical destination, with its desolate, beautiful landscapes and wide-open skies. Be ready for fierce, multi-directional winds and rough gravel roads, however, and take four-season gear even in summer  when long days and relatively warm weather make for the best touring. Ruta 40 (Click here) is the classic road down here, but thru-cycling is tough because of the winds and lack of water; most cyclists alternate sections with Chile’s Carretera Austral.

In recent years Buenos Aires (Click here) has become a slightly more bike-friendly destination. And for more info on the logistics of getting around Argentina on bike, Click here.

Mountain Biking

Mountain biking is fairly undeveloped in Argentina and you’ll find few places that have true single tracks for mountain bikers. However, at most outdoor hubs (such as Bariloche) you can rent a mountain bike for a day of independent pedaling or for guided mountain-bike rides  a fantastic way to see parts of an area you otherwise wouldn’t.

Good places with mountain-bike rentals include San Martín de los Andes (Click here), Villa la Angostura (Click here), Bariloche (Click here) and El Bolsón (Click here) in the Lake District; Esquel (Click here) in Patagonia; Mendoza (Click here) and Uspallata (Click here) in Mendoza province; Barreal (Click here) in San Juan province; Tilcara (Click here) in the Andean Northwest and Tandil (Click here) in La Pampa province.



Sailing: No Water Necessary

In San Juan province’s Parque Nacional El Leoncito, the lake bed of Pampa El Leoncito has become the epicenter of carrovelismo (land sailing). Here, people zip across the dry lake bed beneath Andean peaks in so-called sail cars. If you’re interested, head straight to Barreal (Click here).





White-Water Rafting & Kayaking

Currently, Río Mendoza and Río Diamante, in Mendoza province (Click here), are the reigning white-water destinations, while Río Juramento near Salta (Click here) is an exciting possibility.

If you want great scenery, however, it’s all about Patagonia. The Río Hua Hum and Río Meliquina, near San Martín de los Andes (Click here), and Río Limay and Río Manso, near Bariloche (Click here) are both spectacular. So is Río Aluminé, near wee Aluminé (Click here). From the Patagonian town of Esquel (Click here) you can join a rafting trip on the incredibly scenic, glacial-fed Río Corcovado. A relatively unknown rafting destination is Barreal (Click here), but it’s more about the epic Andean scenery than the rapids. Scenic class II to III floats are possible on most of these rivers, while class IV runs are possible on the Ríos Mendoza, Diamante, Meliquina, Hua Hum and Corcovado. Experience is generally unnecessary for guided runs.

Kayaking is possible on many of the rivers mentioned, and also around Ushuaia (round Cape Horn! Click here), El Chaltén (Click here), Viedma (Click here), Puerto Madryn (Click here), Paraná (Click here), Rosario (Click here) and Salta (Click here).



Slope Of The Wind

From around the world, windsurfing and kite-surfing fanatics drag an insane amount of gear to an isolated spot in the central Andes: Dique Cuesta del Viento, literally ‘slope of the wind reservoir’ (Click here). The reservoir, near the wee village of Rodeo, in San Juan province, is one of the best windsurfing and kite-surfing destinations on the planet. Its consistent and extremely powerful wind blows every afternoon  without fail  from October to early May. We checked it out, and it blew us away!





Paragliding & Skydiving

Paragliding is popular in Argentina and it’s a great place to take tandem flights or classes. Why? Because it’s affordable and there are outstanding places to do it. Many agencies in Bariloche (Click here) offer paragliding. Tucumán (Click here), Salta (Click here) and La Rioja (Click here) have options in the Andean Northwest. Perhaps the best place is La Cumbre (Click here), in Córdoba’s Central Sierras  it’s also a thrilling place to try skydiving.
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Best Regions for Kids

Buenos Aires

Argentina’s biggest city holds plenty of museums, parks and shopping malls  many with fun areas for kids

Atlantic Coast

Beaches, beaches and more beaches  bring swimsuits and sun protection and start building castles

Mendoza

Wine tasting is off-limits for the kids, but you can also go skiing, dog-sledding and white-water rafting

Iguazú

Waterfalls and wildlife galore, plus thrilling boat rides that guarantee a fun soaking

Península Valdés

Rich with charming wildlife, such as splashy whales, smelly elephant seals and super cute penguins

Bariloche

Outdoor activities are the draw here  go hiking, rock climbing, horseback riding and rafting



While Argentina is best known for its steak, gauchos and tango  not your top kid-friendly themes  there is plenty this country has to offer your little ones. There are dinosaur museums to wow at, beach resorts to splash around in and plenty of outdoor activities to use up all that extra energy. You’ll find Argentina makes a good, interesting and, yes, at times challenging but fun family destination.

For more general information, see Lonely Planet’s Travel with Children.

Argentina for Kids

Argentina is remarkably child-friendly in terms of general travel safety and people’s attitudes towards families. This is a country where family comes first.

Once children are old enough to cross the street safely and find their way back home, Argentine parents will often send unaccompanied pre-adolescents on errands or neighborly visits. While you’re not likely to do this, you can usually count on your children’s safety in public (be aware of crazy Argentine drivers, however!).

Argentina’s numerous plazas and public parks, many with playgrounds, are popular gathering spots for families. This is a country where people frequently touch each other, so your children may be patted on the head by friendly strangers. Kids are a great ice-breaker and certainly make it easier for you to meet the locals.

And remember that families stay out very late in this country  it’s common to see young kids and babies out past midnight with their parents. There’s no early curfew and everyone’s out having fun, so consider doing the same!

Children’s Highlights

Watching Wildlife

Visit Güirá Oga zoo and Parque das Aves in the Iguazú Falls area

Esteros del Iberá is full of marsh deer, black caimans and adorable capybaras

Southern right whales, elephant seals and penguins on Península Valdés

Parque Temaikén, just outside Buenos Aires, an excellent zoo with only the most photogenic animals

Energy Burners

Parque de la Costa, in Tigre, offers roller coasters and other theme-park fun

Complejo Termal Cacheuta, outside Mendoza, is a thermal-baths complex with wave pool and waterslides

The Andes mountains offer great skiing around Bariloche and Mendoza

Rainy Days

The Glaciarium, El Calafate’s slick new museum, highlights the wonders of glaciers

Kids can overnight in their pyjamas at Museo Paleontológico Egidio Feruglio, Trelew’s dinosaur museum

Museo de La Plata is Argentina’s best natural history museum  the taxidermy and skeletons are especially awesome

Shopping centers have kid-centric amusements, such as playgrounds, video arcades, toy stores and ice-cream shops

Outdoor Fun

Super-active Glaciar Perito Moreno and jagged icebergs in Parque Nacional Los Glaciares

Horseback rides and folkloric shows are highlights during your stay on an estancia 


The petrified forests of Patagonia aren’t all that petrifying  unless you’re a tree

Planning
 Outdoor activities, such as swimming or visiting parks, are best outside June through August (with the exception of skiing, of course). Small kids often get discounts on such things as motel stays, museum admissions and restaurant meals. Supermarkets in most of Argentina offer a decent selection of baby food (expensive), infant formulas, disposable diapers, wet wipes and other necessities. Big pharmacies like Farmacity also stock some of these items.Strollers on crowded and uneven sidewalks can be a liability, so consider bringing a baby carrier. Public bathrooms are often poorly maintained, and baby changing tables are not common.

Au pairs and babysitters are available (mostly in BA); check www.aupairinargentina.com or do a search at the expat website www.baexpats.org.

In this guidebook, very child-friendly destinations have been marked with a [image: iconfamilypng].

Sweet Dreams
 The great majority of hotels accept children without any problems; the most upscale may even offer babysitting services. The only places with minimum age restrictions might be small boutique hotels or guesthouses. Hostels are usually not the best environment for kids, but some welcome them.During the summer reserving a hotel with a pool might be a good idea. Also look for places with kitchenettes. Apartments are available, especially in Buenos Aires; in less urban holiday destinations you can look for cabañas with full kitchens. Larger camp sites often have cabañas, common cooking facilities and sometimes play structures.

Dining

Most restaurants offer a selection of food suitable for children (vegetables, pasta, pizza, meat and chicken).

Empanadas (meat, vegetable or egg turnovers) make good healthy snacks, and don’t forget to take the kids out for ice cream  it’s a real Argentine treat!

Breast-feeding in public is not uncommon, though most women are discreet and cover themselves.

Transportation

Children under 18 traveling with only one parent theoretically need a notarized document certifying that both parents agree to the child’s travel. Parents may also wish to bring a copy of the custody form; however, there’s a good chance they won’t be asked for either document.

When it comes to public transport, Argentines are usually very helpful. It’s common for someone sitting to give up a seat for a parent and small child.
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regions at a glance







As the eighth-largest country in the world, Argentina boasts nearly every kind of environment, from glaciated mountain peaks to cacti-dotted deserts to animal-rich swamplands and shrubby arid steppes. Outdoor fun-seekers will find their blissful adventures, beachcombers their warm stretches of sand and wine lovers their luscious vineyards.

The bigger cities, such as Buenos Aires or Córdoba, boast endless nightlife, entertainment, shopping and restaurants, along with a dose of culture, such as excellent museums, tango dance halls and colonial history. Argentina offers pretty much everything you might be looking for in a destination, so choose your desires, give yourself enough time to experience them all and just take off!
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Buenos Aires



Food

Nightlife

Tango

Steaks & More

There are plenty of fine steak houses in Buenos Aires. But you’ll also find dozens of ethnic restaurants covering cuisines from France, Sweden, Greece, Mexico, Brazil, India, China, Thailand, the Middle East…and practically anywhere else.

Burn the Midnight Oil

BA is indeed the city that never sleeps. After dinner (often ending after midnight) porteños head out for a drink, then hit the nightclubs around 3am. Other events happen at a more ‘reasonable’ hours, but you get the idea  this city loves staying up late.

Sultry Dancing

Ah, the tango. There’s no denying the attraction of this sexy dance. And BA boasts countless dance venues and classes, along with world-class competitions. Put on your dancing shoes and get ready to fall in love  you’re in the heart of tango land here.

Click here
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The Pampas & the Atlantic Coast



Beaches

Gaucho Culture

Hiking

Life’s a Beach

Buenos Aires in January can seem nearly abandoned (that’s because everyone’s at the beach). Coastal cities, such as Mar del Plata, Pinamar and Necochea become heaving hubs full of sun-bronzed Argentines lying on hot sands during the day and partying all night long.

Gaucho Culture

This quintessential icon’s heyday was centuries ago, but today their culture is kept alive in San Antonio de Areco, where an annual festival celebrates the gaucho’s life. You can also visit an estancia (ranch), where horseback riding, gaucho demonstrations and asados (barbecues) are highlights.

Hiking

The ancient, worn-down mountain ranges of the Pampas aren’t as spectacular as the youthful Andes. But around Sierra de la Ventana are some hikes offering dramatic views of surrounding landscapes  including one where you peek through a rock ‘window’.

Click here
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Iguazú Falls & the Northeast



Water Features

Wildlife

Festivals

Wide Rivers, Mighty Iguazú

Towns and cities along the region’s two major rivers are focused on great waterside strips for boating, strolling, eating and partying, while large fish attract anglers and gourmets alike. Up north, the world’s most impressive waterfalls, Iguazú, will leave you in awe.

Cute Capybaras

The Esteros del Iberá wetlands hold an astonishing wealth of creatures, including snapping caimans and roly-poly capybaras. There’s a cornucopia of birdlife easily viewed among the low grasses. A long hop north brings you to Iguazú’s national park and jungle ecosystem, equally rich in distinct wildlife species.

Carnaval

Brazil’s proximity to this zone has left a legacy in the exuberant Carnaval celebrations. The most famous is in little Gualeguaychú, a short trip from Buenos Aires, but Corrientes and Posadas lose nothing by comparison.

Click here
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Salta & the Andean Northwest



Indigenous Culture

Colonial Cities

Activities

Before Columbus

The northwestern peoples saw the Inca, then the Spanish arrive. Centuries later, the ruins of cities remain, but the food, daily life and handcrafts speak of a persisting, living, changing culture that you can get to know a little in the region’s settlements.

Historic Towns

The northwestern cities are Argentina’s oldest, and there’s an unmistakable time-honored feel to them. Venerable churches, stately facades, and handsome plazas planted with lofty trees, together with the relaxed pace of life, give these places an ambience unlike any other.

Out & About

The Andes dominate the geography here, and offer excellent climbing, walking, and 4WD excursions. But subtropical national parks replete with bird and animal life show a different side. Elsewhere, top-notch hang-gliding and paragliding give the chance to see how things look from topsides.

Click here
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Córdoba & the Central Sierras



Historic Buildings

Nightlife

Paragliding

Oldies But Goodies

The Jesuit legacy in Córdoba extends beyond wine making and higher education  they also constructed some fabulous buildings. Córdoba city boasts an entire block of well-preserved Jesuit architecture and there are further examples scattered around the province.

Bring on the Night

Catch an independent movie or a play, dance the night away or grab a few quiet drinks in a cozy bar  whatever you’re looking for, Córdoba’s young population and vibrant cultural scene make finding it a snap.

Take to the Skies

If you’ve ever even been vaguely tempted to try paragliding, this is the place to do it  the world-famous launch sites of La Cumbre and Merlo are home to scores of instructors (some world champions in the sport) offering tandem flights that will have you soaring with the condors.

Click here


[image: 14-mendoza-loc-arg8]


Mendoza & the Central Andes



Wine Tours

Mountains

Rafting

Hear It on the Grapevine

Get to the heart of Argentina’s magnificent wine culture by visiting the vineyards, talking to the winemakers and seeing how it all comes together, from planting the vine to tasting the final, delicious product.

Lofty Ambitions

Snow-capped year-round and dominating the horizon, the Andes are one of Argentina’s iconic images. Get up close and personal with them by climbing Aconcagua, the Americas’ highest peak, or hitting the slopes in Mendoza’s world-class ski resorts.

Wet & Wild

All that snowmelt from the Andes does more than just irrigate the grapevines. It also feeds a couple of rivers that gush down from the mountains, giving rafters the ride of their lives.

Click here
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Bariloche & the Lake District



Activities

Village Life

Paleontology

Get Out There

A true year-round destination, there’s always something to do in the Lake District. Powder hounds hit the slopes in season at the province’s top-notch ski resorts while the rest of the year the mountain trails, hikers’ refuges and expansive vistas make it a trekker’s paradise.

Kicking Back

One of the joys of traveling through this region is discovering small alpine villages nestled in the forest, surrounded by breathtaking mountain scenery  the perfect remedy for big-city blues.

Jurassic Parks

Some truly huge animals used to roam these parts  including the world’s largest dinosaur and the world’s largest carnivore. The sites where they were discovered are open to the public to teach a humbling lesson in size.

Click here
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Patagonia



Hiking

Wildlife Watching

Adventure

Wild Hiking

Iconic hikes around Fitz Roy and Torres del Paine bring deserved fame to the trails of Patagonia. But if you have time, check out the millennial forests of Parque Nacional Los Alerces and the electric turquoise lakes of ultra-remote Parque Nacional Perito Moreno.

Creature Feature

Abundant marine life makes the coast, and Península Valdés in particular, the hub for watching wildlife, but there’s also the subtle allure of Patagonia’s guanaco herds, soaring condors and ñandús that sprint across the steppe.

Real Adventure

Riding on an estancia, driving Ruta 40, glacier chasing or just getting deep into the Andean wilderness, Patagonia is all about unfettered freedom and the allure of the unexpected.

Click here
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Tierra del Fuego



Hiking

Sea Travel

Winter Sports

Hoof It

Austral summer’s long days make for backpacking bliss. Dientes de Navarino is the iconic Fuegian trek but the enchanted forests of Parque Nacional Tierra del Fuego also give a quick dose of big nature.

Set Sail

You don’t have to round Cape Horn to find magic in these southern seas. Sail the Beagle Channel in search of marine life and indigenous ruins, boat through the Chilean fjords or paddle a sea kayak.

Winter Wonderland

Brave a winter journey to the frozen ends of the earth. From June to October, snow makes Ushuaia adventure central. Shush down the slopes of Cerro Castor, ski cross-country or boom over the snowdrifts driven by sled dogs. Crackling bonfires, sushi dens and comfy lodges cap the day.

Click here
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Uruguay



Beaches

Estancias

Food & Wine

A Beach for Every Taste

Beachside bliss wears many faces on Uruguay’s Atlantic coast: chasing the perfect surf break at La Pedrera, getting friendly with sea lions at Cabo Polonio or scanning the sands for international celebrities at Punta del Este.

Wide Open Skies

Uruguay’s gaucho soul lies in its vast interior landscapes. For a taste of traditional ranch life, spend a few nights on an estancia, riding horseback into an endless horizon by day, savoring the warmth of the fire and the brilliance of the stars by night.

Carnivore Paradise

Something’s always grilling in Uruguay. The classic parrillada of steak, pork chops, chorizo and morcilla (blood sausage) is enough to make any carnivore swoon, especially when accompanied by a glass of Tannat from one of the country’s up-and-coming wineries.

Click here




 	
On the Road
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BUENOS AIRES

San Isidro

Tigre & the Delta



THE PAMPAS & THE ATLANTIC COAST

La Plata

Luján

San Antonio de Areco

Tandil

Sierra de la Ventana

Parque Provincial Ernesto Tornquist

Santa Rosa

Reserva Provincial Parque Luro

Parque Nacional Lihué Calel

ATLANTIC COAST

San Clemente del Tuyú

Pinamar

Villa Gesell

Mar del Plata

Necochea

Bahía Blanca



IGUAZ FALLS & THE NORTHEAST

Rosario

Santa Fe

Cayastá

Paraná

Corrientes

Mercedes

Concepción

Colón

Parque Nacional El Palmar

Concordia

Paso de los Libres

Posadas

San Ignacio

IGUAZ FALLS

Parque Nacional Iguazú

Parque Nacional Do Iguaçu (Brazil)

Puerto Iguazú

Foz do Iguaçu (Brazil)

THE GRAN CHACO

Resistencia

Parque Nacional Chaco

Roque Sáenz Peña



SALTA & THE ANDEAN NORTHWEST

Jujuy

Quebrada de Humahuaca

La Quiaca

Yavi

Salta

Tren a las Nubes

San Antonio de los Cobres

Salinas Grandes

Valles Calchaquíes

Cafayate

Quebrada de Cafayate

Tucumán

Tafí del Valle

Santiago del Estero

CATAMARCA & LA RIOJA

Catamarca

Belén

La Rioja

Chilecito

Parque Nacional Talampaya



CRDOBA & THE CENTRAL SIERRAS

CRDOBA

THE CENTRAL SIERRAS

Cosquín

La Falda

La Cumbre

Jesús María

Alta Gracia

La Cumbrecita

Parque Nacional Quebrada del Condorito

Mina Clavero

Merlo

San Luis

Parque Nacional Sierra de las Quijadas

Valle de las Sierras Puntanas

Valle de Conlara



MENDOZA & THE CENTRAL ANDES

Mendoza

Uspallata

Los Penitentes

Parque Provincial Aconcagua

Las Cuevas & Cristo Redentor

San Rafael

Malargüe

Las Leñas

San Juan

Valle de Calingasta

San José de Jáchal

Rodeo

San Agustín de Valle Fértil

Parque Provincial Ischigualasto



BARILOCHE & THE LAKE DISTRICT

Neuquén

Zapala

Parque Nacional Laguna Blanca

Copahue

Caviahue

Chos Malal

Aluminé

Villa Pehuenia

Junín de los Andes

Parque Nacional Lanín

San Martín de los Andes

Cerro Chapelco

Villa Traful

Villa la Angostura

Bariloche

Parque Nacional Nahuel Huapi

El Bolsón



PATAGONIA

Viedma

Puerto Madryn

Reserva Faunística Península Valdés

Trelew

Gaiman

Camarones

Cabo Dos Bahías

Comodoro Rivadavia

Puerto Deseado

Reserva Natural Ría Deseado & Parque Interjurisdiccional Marino Isla Pingüino

Puerto San Julián

Parque Nacional Monte León

Río Gallegos

THE FALKLAND ISLANDS/ISLAS MALVINAS

Esquel

Trevelin

Parque Nacional Los Alerces

Río Mayo

Perito Moreno

Los Antiguos

Cueva de las Manos

Bajo Caracoles

Parque Nacional Perito Moreno

El Chaltén

Parque Nacional Los Glaciares (North)

El Calafate

Parque Nacional Los Glaciares (South)

CHILEAN PATAGONIA

Punta Arenas

Puerto Natales

Parque Nacional Bernardo O’Higgins

Parque Nacional Torres del Paine



TIERRA DEL FUEGO

Ushuaia

Parque Nacional Tierra del Fuego

Puerto Williams (Chile)

Tolhuin & Lago Fagnano

Río Grande

Porvenir (Chile)



URUGUAY

MONTEVIDEO

Colonia del Sacramento

Carmelo

Mercedes

Paysandú

Salto

Tacuarembó

Valle Edén

Piriápolis

Punta del Este

La Paloma

La Pedrera

Cabo Polonio

Laguna de Castillos

Punta del Diablo

Parque Nacional Santa Teresa
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Buenos Aires




     Includes »

     Around Buenos Aires

     San Isidro

     Tigre & the Delta




Why Go?

Whip together a beautiful metropolis with gourmet cuisine, awesome shopping and frenzied nightlife  and you get Buenos Aires. It’s a rough-hewn mix of Paris’ architecture, Rome’s traffic and Madrid’s late-night hours, all spiked with Latin American flavor. Buenos Aires is cosmopolitan, seductive, emotional, frustrating and chock full of attitude, and there’s no other place like it in the world. Seek out classic BA: the old-world cafes, colonial architecture, curious markets and diverse communities. Rub shoulders with Evita at Recoleta’s famous cemetery, fill your belly with luscious steaks, dance the sultry tango and take in a crazy fútbol (soccer) match. Unforgettable adventures? You’d better believe it.

Everyone knows someone who has been here and raved about it. You’ve put it off long enough. Come to Buenos Aires and you’ll understand why so many people have fallen in love with this amazing city. There’s a good chance you’ll be one of them.



When to Go


[image: buenos-aires-cc]


OctDec Spring means warm days to drink cocktails outdoors and admire blooming jacarandas.

Aug Winter’s peak brings BA’s tango festival; or visit museums, art galleries and cultural centers.

MarMay Explore Buenos Aires in fall and catch the city’s Independent Film Festival in April.




Best Places to Eat

Oviedo (Click here)

Café San Juan (Click here)

Sarkis (Click here)

Chan Chan (Click here)

Siamo nel Forno (Click here)

Best Places to Stay

Poetry Building (Click here)

Home Hotel (Click here)

Miravida Soho (Click here)

1890 Hotel Boutique (Click here)

Chill House Hostel (Click here)




Supper Clubs

A hot Buenos Aires trend these days are puertas cerradas (closed-door restaurants). These prix-fixe restaurants are usually only open on weekends and are great for meeting fellow diners, since the limited tables are often communal and the atmosphere’s intimate. Most won’t tell you the address until you make reservations (mandatory, of course). But if you want that feeling of being somewhere ‘secret’  and eating special food  these places are highly appealing. For our favorite ones, Click here.





Buenos Aires 101

BA is a huge metropolis, but most places of interest are in just a few easily accessible neighborhoods.

The heart of the city is Microcentro; it’s small enough to walk around fairly easily. Just east is Puerto Madero, with scenic docklands and a large ecological park. Further south is San Telmo, known for its lovely colonial architecture and Sunday fair. South of here is La Boca, famed for colorful houses clad in corrugated metal.

West of the Microcentro sits Congreso, BA’s seat of politics, boasting some stately buildings. To the north is upscale Retiro, home to the city’s main train and bus station. And just northwest lie Recoleta and Barrio Norte, boasting some of BA’s most expensive real estate and dotted with art museums, fancy shops and luxurious mansions.

Further north is Palermo, an upper-middle-class suburb with spacious parks, plenty of shopping and heaps of restaurants; it’s subdivided into the trendy neighborhoods of Palermo Soho, Palermo Hollywood and Las Cañitas, among others. And edging Palermo’s borders are Belgrano and Once, both home to concentrations of ethnic Chinese, Korean, Peruvian and Jewish people.

BA’s Ezeiza airport is about 35km south of the center; Click here for tips on arriving there.






Top Five BA Splurges

Hit the lovely spa at the five-star Four Seasons Hotel (Click here)

Reserve a seat or two at the closed-door restaurant Casa Mun (Click here)

Find that perfect Victrola in a San Telmo antiques shop (Click here)

Set aside a day, head to the countryside and go horseback riding (Click here)

End your adventures by being driven to the airport in a luxury car (Click here)





Pesky Inflation

Be warned: while accurate at print time, prices in this chapter (and book) are likely to rise rapidly. Unofficial inflation rates hover around 25% (officially it’s 10%). Check before booking.






Fast Facts

Population: 2.8 million

Area: 202 sq km

Telephone code: 011

Per capita meat consumption: 60kg (132lb)

Must-try Foods

Bife de chorizo  sirloin steak

Dulce de leche  milk caramel sauce

Empanadas  baked, savory turnovers

Mate  a bitter ritual tea

Helado  the best ice cream in the world

Resources

Local journalism: www.goodairs.com

Alternative articles and tips: www.landingpadba.com

Popular expat website: www.baexpats.org

Apartments, jobs, lovers: http://buenosaires.craigslist.org
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Buenos Aires Highlights

[image: 1] Commune with BA’s rich and famous dead at Cementerio de la Recoleta (Click here)

[image: 2] Absorb some history and see the presidential offices at Plaza de Mayo (Click here)

[image: 3] Check out the very popular Sunday antiques fair at Plaza Dorrego (Click here) in San Telmo

[image: 4] Feast on tasty steaks or more exotic cuisine in Palermo’s Las Cañitas (Click here)

[image: 5] Marvel at amazingly high leg kicks and sexy moves at a tango show (Click here)

[image: 6] Shop in the fun and stylish designer boutiques of Palermo Viejo (Click here)

[image: 7] Party all night long in BA’s chic and super-happening nightclubs (Click here) in Palermo

[image: 8] Attend a loud, exciting and always passionate fútbol game (Click here)

[image: 9] Strolling, shopping and people-watching on always-bustling Av Florida (Click here)

[image: a] Wander Caminito and watching weekend buskers in La Boca (Click here)







History

Buenos Aires was settled in 1536 by Pedro de Mendoza, an adventurous and aristocratic Spaniard who financed his own expedition to South America. Food shortages and attacks by indigenous groups prompted Mendoza’s hasty departure in 1537; to add insult to injury, he died at sea on the way home. Meanwhile, other expedition members left the settlement, sailed 1600km upriver and founded Asunción (now capital of Paraguay).

By 1541 the original settlement was completely abandoned. In 1580 a new group of settlers moved downriver from Asunción under Juan de Garay’s command and repopulated Mendoza’s abandoned outpost.

For the next 196 years Buenos Aires was a backwater and smuggler’s paradise due to trade restrictions imposed by mother Spain. All the same, its population had grown to around 20,000 by 1776, the year Spain decreed the city as capital of the new viceroyalty of Río de la Plata.

After repelling British invasions in 1806 and 1807, the settlers reckoned they could handle themselves without Spain’s help. Napoleon’s 1808 conquest of Spain led to Buenos Aires’ cabildo (town council) cutting ties with its mother country in May 1810. Decades of power struggles between BA and the other former viceregal provinces ensued, escalating more than once into civil war.

Finally, in 1880 the city was declared the federal territory of Buenos Aires and the nation’s capital forevermore. Agricultural exports soared for the next few decades, which resulted in great wealth accumulating in the city. Well-heeled porteños (BA citizens) built opulent French-style mansions, and the government spent lavishly on public works, including parks, ornate offices and a subway. Much of BA’s unique look dates from this period.

But the boom times didn’t last forever. Immigration burgeoned and export prices began to drop. The 1929 Wall Street crash dealt a final blow to the country’s markets, and soon the first of many military coups took over. It was the end of Argentina’s Golden Age.

Pollution, poverty, unemployment and decaying infrastructure became constant problems in the following decades. Shantytowns popped up as social problems grew and the city failed to absorb its increasing population; even today, greater Buenos Aires holds an astounding one-third of Argentina’s population. Extreme governments and a roller-coaster economy have been constant plagues, and though the late 20th century saw a turnaround in the country’s economy, the recent global financial crisis has had an impact. For more on Argentina’s tumultuous history, Click here.



Buenos Aires in…

Two Days

Start with a stroll in San Telmo and duck into some antiques stores. Walk north to Plaza de Mayo for a historical perspective, then wander the Microcentro, perhaps veering east to Puerto Madero  a great spot for a break.

Keep heading northward into Retiro and Recoleta, stopping off at the Museo Nacional de Bellas Artes to admire some impressionism. Be sure to visit the Cementerio de la Recoleta to commune with BA’s bygone elite. For dinner and nightlife, Palermo Viejo is hard to beat.

On day two take in the Congreso neighborhood or head to La Boca. Shop in Palermo Viejo and at night catch a tango show or a performance at the Teatro Colón
Offline map Google map.

Four Days

On your third day consider taking a daytrip to Tigre, or Colonia in Uruguay. On the fourth day you can go on a unique tour, take a tango lesson, check out Palermo’s parks or head to the Mataderos fair (if it’s a weekend). Be sure to find yourself a good steak restaurant for your last meal.





[image: categorysightspng] Sights

Microcentro

BA’s Microcentro is where the big city hustles: here you’ll see endless crowds of business suits and power skirts yelling into cell phones as they hasten about the narrow streets in the shadows of skyscrapers and old European buildings.

Florida, a long pedestrian street, is the main artery of this neighborhood. It’s always jammed during the day with businesspeople, shoppers and tourists seeking vehicle-free access from north to south without the ubiquitous bus fumes and honking taxis. Buskers, beggars and street vendors thrive here as well, adding color and noise. Renovated old buildings, such as beautiful Galerías Pacífico, add elegance to the area.

Further south is BA’s busy financial district, where there are several museums to investigate. After that comes Plaza de Mayo, often filled with people resting on benches or taking photos of the surrounding historic sites.

[image: ] Plaza de Mayo Plaza

Offline map Google map
Planted between the Casa Rosada, the Cabildo and the city’s main cathedral, grassy Plaza de Mayo is BA’s ground zero for the city’s most vehement protests. In the plaza’s center is the Pirámide de Mayo, a small obelisk built to mark the first anniversary of BA’s independence from Spain. Looming on the plaza’s north side is the impressive Banco de la Nación (1939), the work of famed architect Alejandro Bustillo.

Today the plaza attracts camera-toting tourists, the occasional camera thief, and activists. And if you happen to be here on Thursdays at 3:30pm, you’ll see the Madres de la Plaza de Mayo; these ‘mothers of the disappeared’ continue to march for social justice causes.

Casa Rosada Building

Offline map Google map
(Pink House;) Taking up the whole east side of the Plaza de Mayo is the unmistakable pink facade of the Casa Rosada. Though the offices of ‘La Presidenta’ Cristina Kirchner are here, the presidential residence is in the calm suburb of Olivos, north of the center.

The side of the palace facing Plaza de Mayo is actually the back of the building. It’s from these balconies, however, that Juan and Eva Perón, General Leopoldo Galtieri, Raúl Alfonsín and other politicians have preached to throngs of impassioned Argentines. Pop celebrity Madonna also crooned from here for her movie Evita.

The salmon-pink color of the Casa Rosada, which positively glows at sunset, could have come from President Sarmiento’s attempt to make peace during his 186874 term (blending the red of the Federalists with the white of the Unitarists). Another theory is that the color comes from painting the palace with bovine blood, which was a common practice in the late 19th century.

There are free tours ([image: iconphonepng] 4344-3600) available on Saturday and Sunday from 10am to 6pm; just walk in and join the next group waiting for a tour.

[image: iconfreepng] Museo del Bicentennario Museum

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4344-3802; Avs Paseo Colón & Hipólito Yrigoyen; [image: iconhourspng] 11am-7pm Wed-Sun) Behind the Casa Rosada you’ll notice a glassy wedge marking this sparkling new museum, housed within the brick vaults of the old aduana (customs house). Head down into the open space, which has over a dozen side rooms  each dedicated to a different era of Argentina’s tumultuous political history. There are mostly videos and a few artifacts to see, along with a cafe, temporary art exhibitions and an impressive restored mural by Mexican artist David Alfaro Siqueiros.

Catedral Metropolitana Cathedral

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4331-2845; www.catedralbuenosaires.org.ar; cnr Av Rivadavia & San Martín; [image: iconhourspng] 7:30am-6:30pm Mon-Fri, 9am-7pm Sat & Sun) BA’s baroque cathedral is a significant religious and architectural landmark, but more importantly it contains the tomb of General José de San Martín, Argentina’s most revered hero. Outside the cathedral you’ll see a flame keeping his spirit alive. Tours in Spanish of the church and crypt are available; call or check the website.

[image: iconfreepng] Cabildo Building

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4342-6729; Bolívar 65; [image: iconhourspng] 10:30am-5pm Wed-Fri, 11:30am-6pm Sat & Sun) This mid-18th-century town hall building is now a museum. It used to have colonnades that spanned Plaza de Mayo, but the building of surrounding avenues unfortunately destroyed these. The museum inside offers scanty exhibits, but a lively crafts market sets up in the patio on Thursday and Friday  and the cafe is a great place to relax.



[image: 09-center-congreso-arg8]






The Center, Congreso & San Telmo


Top Sights

Plaza de Mayo F3

Plaza Dorrego F7




Sights

1Academia Nacionel del TangoE3

2Basilica Nuestra Señora del RosarioF5

3 Cabildo F4

4 Casa Rosada G3

5 Catedral Metropolitana F3

6 Centro Cultural Borges F1

7 El Zanjón de Granados F6

8 Escuela Presidente Roca D2

9 Ex-Correo Central G2

 Farmacia de la Estrella (see 18)

10 Fragata Sarmiento H4

11 Galerías Pacífico F1

12 Iglesia Nuestra Señora de Belén G7

13 Manzana de las Luces F4

14 Mercado San Telmo F6

15 Monumento a los Dos Congresos B4

16 Museo Argentino del Títere E6

17Museo de Arte Moderno de Buenos Aires (Mamba)G7

18 Museo de la Ciudad F4

19 Museo de la Policía Federal F2

20 Museo del Bicentennario G3

 Museo del Patrimonio (see 28)

21Museo Etnográfico Juan B AmbrosettiG4

22 Museo Fortabat H1

23 Museo Mitre F2

 Museo Mundial del Tango (see 1)

24 Museo Penitenciario G7

25 Obelisco D2

26 Palacio Barolo C4

27 Palacio de Justicia C2

28Palacio de las Aguas CorrientesA1

29 Palacio del Congreso B4

30 Teatro Colón D1

31 Templo de la Congregación Israelita D1




Activities, Courses & Tours

32 Expanish E3

33Say Hueque F5

34Say Hueque E1

35Tangol F6

36University de Buenos Aires (UBA)G2




Sleeping

37 1890 Hotel Boutique D7

38 Art Factory E5

39 Brisas del Mar E7

40 Fiamingo Apart Hotel C3

41 Garden House D7

42 HI Obelisco Suites E2

43 Hostel Estoril-Terrazas Estoril C4

44 Hotel Alcázar E3

45 Hotel Bonito C6

46 Hotel Frossard E2

47 Hotel Reina D4

48 Hotel Sportsman C4

49 Hotel Suipacha Inn E2

50 Ideal Hostel E2

51 Kilca Hostel C5

52Mansion Dandi RoyaleE6

53Milhouse AnnexD4

54 Milhouse Youth Hostel E4

55 Moreno Hotel F4

56 Portal del Sur E4

57Residencial Universitaria AzulB3

58 Sabatico Hostel C5




Eating

 Aldo’ss Vinoteca (see 55)

59 Amici Miei G7

60 Bar El Federal F6

61 Bar Plaza Dorrego G7

62 Broccolino E1

63 Café San Juan F7

64 Casal de Catalunya E6

65 Chan Chan C4

66 Chiquilín C3

67 Dylan F7

68 Gran Parrilla del Plata F6

69 Granix F3

70 Heladería Cadore B2

71 i Central Market H2

72 i Fresh Market H4

73 La Parolaccia Trattoria H4

74 Mash F5

75 Parrilla al Carbón E2

76 Pizzería Güerrín C2

77 Plaza Asturias D4

78 Pura Vida F2

79 Saatva B2

80 Siga la Vaca H6

81Vía FlaminaF3




Drinking

82 Café de los Angelitos A4

83Café Tortoni E3

84 Debar D4

85 El Gato Negro B2

86 Gibraltar F6

87 Indie Bar G6

88 La Cigale G1

89 La Puerta Roja E6

90La Puerto Rico F4

91 London City F3

92 Los del Barco F5

93 Pride Café G6




Entertainment

94 Ávila Bar C4

95 Bahrein F2

96 Boutique F5

 Café Tortoni (see 83)

97 Cantares D4

98 Cartelera Baires C2

99 Cartelera Espectáculos E2

100 Cartelera Vea Más B2

101 Confitería Ideal E2

102 El Balcón & Todomundo F7

103 El Beso A2

104 La Marshall F6

 La Puerto Rico (see 90)

105 La Trastienda G5

106 Los 36 Billares D4

107 Luna Park G2

108 Maluco Beleza B3

 Mitos Argentinos (see 102)

109 Niño Bien C7

 Piazzolla Tango (see 69)

110 Tango Porteño D2

111 Teatro Avenida D4

Teatro Colón (see 30)

112 Teatro Presidente Alvear B2

113 Teatro San Martín C2




Shopping

114Arte y Esperanza G4

115 Cualquier Verdura F7

116 En Buen Orden G6

117 Feria de San Telmo F7

118Gil AntigüedadesF7

119 Walrus Books F6

120 Wildlife D4

121Zival’s B3







Galerías Pacífico Landmark

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 5555-5110; Avs Florida & Córdoba; [image: iconhourspng] 10am-9pm) Covering an entire city block, this beautiful French-style shopping center dates from 1889 and boasts vaulted ceilings with paintings done in 1954 by muralists Antonio Berni, Juan Carlos Castagnino, Manuel Colmeiro, Lino Spilimbergo and Demetrio Urruchúa. All were adherents of the nuevo realismo (new realism) school of Argentine art. For many years the building was semi-abandoned, but a joint Argentine-Mexican team repaired and restored the murals in 1992.

Inside you’ll find upscale stores and a large food court. The occasional tourist-oriented tango show happens in front on pedestrian Florida (especially on Sundays), while the excellent Centro Cultural Borges takes up the top floor.

Centro Cultural Borges Cultural Center

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 5555-5359; www.ccborges.org.ar; cnr Viamonte & San Martín) One of BA’s best cultural centers, located in the beautiful Galerías Pacífico building. Affordable offerings include classes, workshops, cinema, music concerts, dance shows, art exhibitions and stage productions.

Manzana de las Luces Buildings

Offline map Google map
The Manzana de las Luces (Block of Enlightenment) includes the city’s oldest colonial church, the Jesuit Iglesia San Ignacio. During colonial times this was BA’s center of learning, and it still symbolizes high culture in the capital. The first to occupy this block were the Jesuits, and two of the five original buildings of the Jesuit Procuraduría still remain. Dating from 1730, these buildings include defensive tunnels discovered in 1912. The Universidad de Buenos Aires has occupied the site since independence in 1810. Tours ([image: iconphonepng] 4331-9534; Perú 272; AR$12) in Spanish are available; drop by for a schedule.

Ex-Correo Central Building

Offline map Google map
This massive beaux arts building, filling an entire city block, used to house BA’s main post office. It took 20 years to complete and was originally modeled on New York City’s main post office. The structure is currently being remodeled into a museum, offices and exhibition spaces, which might be finished in late 2012.

Museo de la Ciudad Museum

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4331-9855; Defensa 219; admission AR$1, Mon & Wed free; [image: iconhourspng] 11am-7pm) Upstairs, wander among the permanent and temporary exhibitions on old porteño life  toys and other everyday artifacts, plus whole period rooms. Downstairs (in the next-door annex) are salvaged doors and ancient hardware. Nearby, at the corner of Defensa, is the Farmacia de la Estrella Offline map Google map, a functioning pharmacy with gorgeous woodwork and elaborate late-19th-century ceiling murals.

Museo Etnográfico Juan B Ambrosetti Museum


Offline map Google map

([image: iconphonepng] 4345-8196; Moreno 350; admission AR$3; [image: iconhourspng] 1-7pm Tue-Fri, 3-7pm Sat & Sun) This small but attractive anthropological museum displays collections from the Andean northwest, Patagonia and elsewhere in South America. Beautiful indigenous artifacts are presented, including intricate jewelry and Mapuche ponchos, while an African and Asian room showcases priceless items. Tours are available in English and Spanish (call for hours).

Basílica Nuestra Señora del Rosario Notable building

(cnr Defensa & Av Belgrano) Further south, this 18th-century Dominican basilica has a colorful history. On its left tower are the replicated scars of shrapnel from fire against British troops who holed up here during the 1806 invasion. Tours in Spanish are available ([image: iconphonepng] 4331-1668; admission by appointment only Mon-Fri, at 3:30pm & 4:30pm Sun) displays the flags that were captured from the British.

[image: iconfreepng] Museo de la Policía Federal Museum

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4394-6857; San Martín 353, 7th fl; [image: iconhourspng] 2-6pm Tue-Thu) In the heart of the financial district, this museum proudly displays a whole slew of uniforms, medals, guns, drug paraphernalia and gambling exhibits. Avoid taking your kids into the room way in back  grisly forensic photos and dummies of murder victims are disturbing.

Museo Mitre Museum

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4394-8240; San Martín 336; admission AR$5; [image: iconhourspng] 1-5:15pm Mon-Fri) Bartolomé Mitre, who became Argentina’s president in 1862, resided at this colonial house, now a museum. After leaving office, he founded the influential daily La Nación, still a porteño institution. The museum reflection 19th-century upper-class life well. It’s full of Mitre’s personal effects, such as home decorations and furniture.

Museo Mundial del Tango Museum

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4345-6967; Av de Mayo 833, 1st fl; admission AR$15; [image: iconhourspng] 2:30-7:30pm Mon-Fri) Located below the Academia Nacional del Tango is this tango museum  for fans of the dance only. Two large rooms are filled with tango memorabilia, from old records and photos to historic literature and posters. Tango shoes are also featured, but the highlight has to be one of Carlos Gardel’s famous fedora hats.



Buenos Aires for Children

Palermo’s Parque 3 de Febrero is a huge park where on weekends traffic isn’t allowed on the ring road (and you can rent bikes, boats and in-line skates nearby). Other good stops here include a planetarium, a zoo and a Japanese garden. If you’re downtown and need a nature break, there’s Reserva Ecológica Costanera Sur, a large nature preserve with good bird-watching and no vehicular traffic.

Shopping malls make safe destinations for families  one of the best is Abasto, which boasts a full-blown children’s museum (actually a fancy playground) and a mini-amusement park.

In San Telmo, check out the puppet museum, Museo Argentino del Títere Offline map Google map ([image: iconphonepng] 4307-6917; www.museoargdeltitere.com.ar; Estados Unidos 802; admission free; [image: iconhourspng] 9:30am-12:30pm & 3-6pm Tue, Wed & Fri, 3-6pm Thu, Sat & Sun), which has inexpensive weekend shows.

Recoleta’s Museo Participativo de Ciencias Offline map Google map ([image: iconphonepng] 4806-3456; www.mpc.org.ar; Junín 1930; admission AR$20; [image: iconhourspng] vary widely, see website) is a hands-on science museum with interactive learning displays. In Caballito is the good Museo Argentino de Ciencias Naturales (Natural Science Museum; Click here).

Tigre (Click here), north of the city, makes a great day excursion. Get there via the Tren de la Costa; it ends right at Parque de la Costa, a typical amusement park with fun rides and activities. Take a boat trip on the delta or wander the market for fruit and house wares.

Outside the city is the exceptional zoo, Parque Temaikén ([image: iconphonepng] 03488-436-900; www.temaiken.com.ar; RP 25, Km 1, Escobar; adult/child 3-10 AR$82/64; [image: iconhourspng] 10am-7pm Tue-Sun Decmid-Mar, to 6pm midMar-Dec). Only the most charming animal species are on display (think meerkats, pygmy hippos and white tigers), roaming freely around natural enclosures. An excellent aquarium comes with touch pools, and plenty of interactive areas provide mental stimulation.

To help calm down temper tantrums, visit one of BA’s dozens of ice-cream shops; Click here for suggestions.





Puerto Madero

The newest and least conventional of the capital’s 48 official barrios is Puerto Madero, located east of the Microcentro. Once an old waterfront, it’s now a wonderful place to stroll, boasting cobbled paths and a long line of attractive brick warehouses that have been converted into ritzy lofts, business offices and upscale restaurants. Today this neighborhood holds some of BA’s most expensive real estate.

In the mid-19th century the city’s mudflats were transformed into a modernized port for Argentina’s burgeoning international commerce. Puerto Madero was completed in 1898, but it had exceeded its budget  and by 1910 the amount of cargo was already too great for the new port. Only the 1926 completion of Retiro’s Puerto Nuevo solved these problems.

[image: ] Museo Fortabat Museum

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4310-6600; www.coleccionfortabat.org.ar; Olga Cossettini 141; admission AR$20; [image: iconhourspng] noon-9pm Tue-Sun) Rivaling Palermo’s Malba museum for cutting-edge looks is this fancy art museum. It shows off the collection of multi-millionaire Amalia Lacroze de Fortabat, Argentina’s wealthiest woman. The museum’s airy salons exhibit works by famous Argentine and international artists  look for Warhol’s take on Fortabat herself. Movable aluminum panels above the roof open and close, keeping sun off the glassy ceiling. Call ahead for tours in English.

Fragata Sarmiento Museum

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4334-9386; Dique No 3; admission AR$2; [image: iconhourspng] 10am-7pm) Over 23,000 Argentine naval cadets and officers have trained aboard this 85m ship, which sailed around the world nearly 40 times between 1897 and 1938 but never participated in combat. On board are the records of its voyages, nautical items and even the stuffed remains of Lampazo (the ship’s pet dog).

Reserva Ecológica Costanera Sur Nature Reserve

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4893-1640; Av Tristán Achával Rodríguez 1550; [image: iconhourspng] 8am-7pm Tue-Sun) The beautifully marshy land of this nature preserve makes it a popular site for weekend outings, when hundreds of picnickers, cyclists and families come for fresh air and natural views. If you’re lucky you may spot a river turtle or a coypu; bird watchers will adore the 200-plus bird species that pause to rest here. Tours in Spanish are available on weekends at 10:30am and 3:30pm, when you can also rent bikes just outside the park’s northern and southern entrances. Full-moon tours are also available; call to reserve.

Congreso

Congreso is an interesting mix of old-time cinemas and theaters, bustling commerce and hard-core politics. The buildings still hold that European aura, but there’s more grittiness here than in the Microcentro: it has a more local city feel, with an atmosphere of faded elegance and fewer fancy crowds.

Separating Congreso from the Microcentro is Av 9 de Julio, ‘the widest street in the world!’, as proud porteños love to boast. While this may be true  it’s 16 lanes at its widest  the nearby side streets Cerrito and Carlos Pellegrini make it look even broader.

[image: ] Teatro Colón Notable Building

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4378-7127 www.teatrocolon.org.ar; Cerrito 628) Started in 1880 and finished in 1908, the Teatro Colón is a major landmark and gorgeous world-class facility for opera, ballet and classical music. It was the southern hemisphere’s largest theater until the Sydney Opera House was built in 1973. Opening night featured Verdi’s Aïda, and visitors have been wowed ever since. Even at times of economic hardship, the elaborate Colón remains a high national priority.

Newly renovated in 2010 for Argentina’s bicentennial celebrations, the Teatro Colón offers popular and worthwhile daily tours (English/Spanish tour AR$60/AR$20; [image: iconhourspng] English 11am, noon, 1pm & 2pm, Spanish every 15min 9am-3.45pm).

Palacio del Congreso Notable Building

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4010-3000, ext 2410; Hipólito Yrigoyen 1849) Colossal and topped with a green dome, the Palacio del Congreso cost more than twice its projected budget and set a precedent for contemporary Argentine public-works projects. It was modeled on the Capitol Building in Washington, DC, and was completed in 1906. Across the way, the Monumento a los Dos Congresos Offline map Google map honors the congresses of 1810 in BA and 1816 in Tucumán, both of which led to Argentine independence.

Inside the Congreso, free guided tours are given of the Senado at 11am and 4pm every weekday except Wednesday; tours of the Congreso are given at 11am and 5pm on the same days. Go to the entrance on Hipólito Yrigoyen and bring photo ID.

Palacio Barolo Building

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4381-1885; www.pbarolo.com.ar; Av de Mayo 1370) This striking, 22-story building was commissioned by cotton tycoon Luis Barolo, designed by Italian architect Mario Palanti and finished in 1923. The building’s design reflects Dante’s Divine Comedy; its height (100m) is a reference to each canto (song), the number of its floors to verses per song (22), and its divided structure to hell, purgatory and heaven. At the top is a lighthouse with amazing 360° city views.

There are tours (AR$40; on the hr 4-7pm Mon & Thu) in English and Spanish. Special evening tours also available; see website.

[image: iconfreepng] Palacio de las Aguas Corrientes Building, Museum

Offline map Google map
About six blocks west of Plaza Lavalle, this gorgeous and eclectic Swedish-designed waterworks building (1894) is topped by French-style mansard roofs and covered in 170,000 glazed tiles and 130,000 enameled bricks. If you like quirky museums, check out the small Museo del Patrimonio Offline map Google map ([image: iconphonepng] 6319-1104; cnr Córdoba & Riobamba; admission free; [image: iconhourspng] 9am-1pm Mon-Fri) on the 2nd floor; it’s full of pipe fittings, a few beautiful tiles and odd toilets. Guided tours ([image: iconhourspng] 11am Mon, Wed & Fri) offer a backstage glimpse of the building’s inner workings. Bring photo ID and enter via Riobamba.

Obelisco Monument

Offline map Google map
At Avs 9 de Julio and Corrientes lies the city’s famous Obelisco, 67m high and built in 1936; it’s the destination of porteño sports fans when they have a big win to celebrate.

Plaza Lavalle Plaza

The plaza is surrounded by the austere neoclassical Escuela Presidente Roca Offline map Google map (1902), the French-style Palacio de Justicia Offline map Google map (1904) and the landmark Teatro Colón. Nearby is the Templo de la Congregación Israelita Offline map Google map, Argentina’s largest synagogue.

San Telmo

Full of charm and personality, San Telmo is one of BA’s most attractive and historically rich barrios. Narrow cobbled streets and low-story colonial housing retain an old-time feel, though the tourist dollar continues to bring about changes.

Historically, San Telmo is famous for the violent street fighting that took place when British troops, at war with Spain, invaded the city in 1806. British forces advanced up narrow Defensa, but an impromptu militia drove the British back to their ships. The victory gave porteños confidence in their ability to stand apart from Spain, even though the city’s independence had to wait another three years.

After this San Telmo became a fashionable, classy neighborhood, until, in the late 19th century, a yellow-fever epidemic hit, driving the rich north into present-day Recoleta. Many older mansions were subdivided and became conventillos (tenements) to house poor families. Years ago these conventillos attracted artists and bohemians looking for cheap rent, but these days they’re likelier to be filled with fancy shops, cheap hostels or rich expats.

Plaza Dorrego Plaza

Offline map Google map
The heart of San Telmo is Plaza Dorrego. It hosts a famous and hugely popular antiques market on Sundays, when nearby streets are closed off to vehicular traffic. Hundreds of street stalls sell both antiques and modern knickknacks while buskers work the crowds. There are also good donation tango shows, but watch your bag.

Plaza Dorrego is much calmer on other days, when tables are set up for peaceful dining.

[image: ] El Zanjón de Granados Museum

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4361-3002; www.elzanjon.com.ar; Defensa 755; [image: iconhourspng] tours on the hour 11am-3pm Mon-Fri, every ½hr 1-6pm Sun) This amazing architectural site is one of the more unusual places in Buenos Aires. Below the remains of a mansion, a series of old tunnels, sewers and water wells going back to 1730 were discovered. All have been meticulously reconstructed, brick by brick, and attractively lit, offering a fascinating glimpse of the city’s architectural past. Choose between hour-long tours during the week (AR$60 in both Spanish and English) or half-hour tours on Sundays (AR$30 in Spanish, AR$40 in English).

Museo de Arte Moderno de Buenos Aires (Mamba) Museum


Offline map Google map

([image: iconphonepng] 4342-3001; www.museodeartemoderno. buenosaires.gob.ar; Av San Juan 350; admission AR$1, Tue free; [image: iconhourspng] noon-7pm Mon-Fri, 11am-8pm Sat & Sun) Housed in a former tobacco warehouse, this spacious and newly remodeled museum shows off the works of both national and international contemporary artists. Expect temporary exhibitions showcasing everything from photography to industrial design, and from figurative to conceptual art. There are plans to integrate the old cinema museum next door, too.

[image: iconfreepng] Museo Penitenciario Museum

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4361-0917; Humberto Primo 378; [image: iconhourspng] 2-6pm Thu-Sun) Just off Plaza Dorrego, this prison museum  occupies a building that was first a convent, then a women’s prison. Don’t miss the homemade playing cards and shivs, plus the tennis balls used to hide drugs. Old jail cells and an infirmary are also exhibited.

[image: iconfreepng] Museo Histórico Nacional Museum

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4307-1182; Defensa 1600; [image: iconhourspng] 11am-6pm Wed-Sun) This national historical museum is located at the supposed site of Pedro de Mendoza’s original founding of the city in 1536. Major figures of Argentine historical periods, such as San Martín, Rosas and Sarmiento, are represented, along with a few artifacts and paintings. Exhibits are a bit sparse, but the security is great  be prepared to hand over your bag while you look around.

Iglesia Nuestra Señora de Belén Church

Offline map Google map
(Humberto Primo 340) Near Plaza Dorrego, this baroque, neocolonial building was a Jesuit school until 1767, when the Bethlemite order took it over.

Mercado San Telmo Building

Offline map Google map
An old fruit-and-vegetable market that still functions today, it’s worth a peek for its architecture. It’s located in the center of the block bordered by Estados Unidos, Bolívar, Carlos Calvo and Defensa.

La Boca

Blue collar and raffish to the core, La Boca is very much a locals’ neighborhood. In the mid-19th century, La Boca became home to Spanish and Italian immigrants who settled along the Riachuelo, the sinuous river that divides the city from the surrounding province of Buenos Aires. Many came during the booming 1880s and ended up working in the many meat-packing plants and warehouses here, processing and shipping out much of Argentina’s vital beef exports. After sprucing up the shipping barges, the port dwellers splashed leftover paint on the corrugated-metal sidings of their own houses  unwittingly giving La Boca what would become one of its claims to fame. Unfortunately, some of the neighborhood’s color also comes from the rainbow slick of industrial wastes on the river.



Boca Warning

La Boca is not the kind of neighborhood for casual strolls  it can be downright rough in spots. Don’t stray far from the riverside walk, El Caminito or La Bombonera stadium, especially while toting expensive cameras. And certainly don’t cross the bridge over the Riachuelo. There’s nothing you’d really want to see outside the touristy areas, anyway. Buses 29, 64 and 152 go from Palermo or the city center to La Boca. Taxis are best after dark.





Caminito, near the southern edge of La Boca, is the barrio’s most famous street, and on weekends busloads of camera-laden tourists come here for photographs and to browse the small crafts fair while watching tango dancers perform for spare change. A riverside pedestrian walkway offers a close-up sniff of the Riachuelo, while a few museums provide mental stimulation.

Four blocks inland is La Bombonera stadium Offline map Google map (Brandsen), home of the Boca Juniors football team  the former club of disgraced superstar Diego Armando Maradona.

Fundación Proa Museum

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4104-1000; www.proa.org; Av Don Pedro de Mendoza 1929; admission AR$12; [image: iconhourspng] 11am-7pm Tue-Sun) This elegant art foundation exhibits works by only the most cutting-edge national and international contemporary artists in both traditional and more unusual mediums. Visit the rooftop terrace (no need to pay entry for this)  the views are excellent, and you can grab a meal or drink in the fancy restaurant.

Museo de Bellas Artes de La Boca Benito Quinquela Martín Museum


Offline map Google map

([image: iconphonepng] 4301-1080; Av Don Pedro de Mendoza 1835; suggested donation AR$8; [image: iconhourspng] 10am-6pm Tue-Fri, 11am-6pm Sat & Sun) On display at this modern museum are the works of Benito Quinquela Martín, which center on La Boca’s port history. There are also paintings by more contemporary Argentine artists, along with a small but excellent collection of painted wood figureheads (carved statues decorating the bows of ships).



[image: 09-la-boca-arg8]






La Boca


Top Sights

Fundación Proa C4

Museo de Bellas Artes de La Boca Benito Quinquela MartínC4




Sights

1 La Bombonera Stadium B3

2 Museo de la Pasión Boquense B4

3 Museo Histórico Nacional A2




Sleeping

4 Casa Bolivar A2

5 Sandanzas Hostel A1




Eating

6 El Samovar de Rasputín C4

7II MatterelloC3




Drinking

8 Doppelgänger A1




Entertainment

9 Centro Cultural Torquato Tasso A1

10 El Samovar de Rasputín C4




Shopping

11 Moebius A1







Museo de la Pasión Boquense Museum

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4362-1100; www.museoboquense.com; Brandsen 805; admission AR$35; [image: iconhourspng] 10am-5:30pm) High-tech and spiffy, this museum chronicles La Bombonera stadium, some soccer idols’ histories, past highlights (on many videos), the championships, the trophies and, of course, the gooooals. It’s located right under the stadium; peek at the pitch for a few extra pesos.

Retiro

Well-located Retiro is one of the ritziest neighborhoods in BA  but it hasn’t always been this way. The area was the site of a monastery during the 17th century and later became the retiro (country retreat) of Agustín de Robles, a Spanish governor. Since then, Retiro’s current Plaza San Martín  which sits on a bluff  has played host to a slave market, a military fort and even a bullring. Things are more quiet and exclusive these days.

Plaza San Martín Plaza

French landscape architect Carlos Thays designed the leafy Plaza San Martín, whose prominent monument is the obligatory equestrian statue of José de San Martín. Surrounding the plaza are several landmark public buildings, such as the Palacio San Martín Offline map Google map, an art-nouveau mansion originally built for the elite Anchorena family and sometimes open to the public; the huge and beautiful Palacio Paz; and the 120m-high Edificio Kavanagh Offline map Google map (1935), once South America’s tallest building.

The 76m Torre de los Ingleses Offline map Google map, across Av del Libertador from Plaza San Martín, was a donation by the city’s British community in 1916. Opposite the plaza is the impressive and busy Estación Retiro (Retiro train station), built in 1915 when the British controlled the country’s railroads. Don’t wander behind the station  it’s a shantytown.

Palacio Paz Building

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4311-1071, ext 147; www.palaciopaz.com.ar; Santa Fe 750; tours in English/Spanish AR$50/35; [image: iconhourspng] English 3:30pm Wed & Thu, Spanish 11am & 3pm Wed-Fri, 11am Sat) This gorgeous palace, also called the Círculo Militar, was once the private residence of José C Paz, founder of the still-running newspaper La Prensa. Inside are ornate rooms, salons and halls with wood-tiled floors, marble walls and gilded details. Nearly everything was ordered from Europe and assembled here.

Museo de Arte Hispanoamericano Isaac Fernández Blanco Museum


Offline map Google map

([image: iconphonepng] 4327-0228; Suipacha 1422; admission AR$1, free Thu; [image: iconhourspng] 2-7pm Tue-Fri, 11am-7pm Sat & Sun) This neocolonial-era mansion turned museum holds some gorgeous pieces of silverwork, religious paintings, Jesuit statuary and antiques. There’s been no effort to place items in any historical context, but everything is in great condition, and an attractive garden provides a peaceful sanctuary. Call ahead for tours in English, German or French.

Museo de Armas Museum

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4311-1071, ext 179; Santa Fe 702; admission AR$10; [image: iconhourspng] 1-7pm Mon-Fri) If you’re big on weaponry, don’t miss this extravagant museum showcasing over 2000 bazookas, grenade launchers, machine guns, muskets, pistols, lances and swords  even the gas mask for a combat horse is on display. Don’t miss the Japanese suits of armor.

Teatro Nacional Cervantes building, Museum

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4815-8883; www.teatrocervantes.gov.ar; Av Córdoba 1155) This ornamented building dates from 1921 and is home to a historical theater with grand tiled lobby and plush red-velvet chairs. Enjoy the elegance  however faded  with a tour (call for the schedule).

On the corner, and attached to the theater is the tiny, low-key Museo Nacional del Teatro Offline map Google map ([image: iconphonepng] 4815-8883, ext 156; cnr Córdoba & Libertad; admission free; [image: iconhourspng] 10am-6pm Mon-Fri). Check out the gaucho suit worn by Carlos Gardel and the bandoneón that once belonged to Paquita Bernardo, Argentina’s first musician to play this accordionlike instrument.



[image: 09-retiro-recoleta-arg8]






Retiro, Recoleta & Barrio Norte


Top Sights

Cementerio de la Recoleta B2

Museo Nacional de Bellas Artes B1




Sights

1 Edificio Kavanagh E3

2Iglesia Nuestra Señora del PilarB2

3 Museo de Armas E3

4Museo de Arte Hispanoamericano Isaac Fernández BlancoD2

 Museo Nacional del Teatro (see 9)

5 Museo Participativo de Ciencias B2

6 Palacio Paz E3

7 Palacio San Martín E3

8Reserva Ecológica Costanera Sur (northern entrance)G4

9 Teatro Nacional Cervantes D4

10 Torre de los Ingleses E2




Activities, Courses & Tours

11 Tangol E4

12 VOS C4




Sleeping

13 A Hotel A3

14 Design Suites B4

15 Four Seasons D2

16 Hotel Bel Air C3

17 Hotel Central Córdoba E3

18 Hotel Lion D’sOr B2

19 Hotel Pulitzer E4

20 Hotel Tres Sargentos F4

21 Marseille des Anges C3

22 Poetry Building A3

23 Recoleta Hostel C3

24 Yira Yira Guesthouse C4




Eating

25 Como en Casa B3

26 Cumaná B3

27 Dadá E4

28 El Sanjuanino C1

29 Filo E3

30 Freddo C3

31 Gran Bar Danzón D3

32 Rodi Bar B2

33 Sipan E4

34 Una Altra Volta C2




Drinking

35 Casa Bar B3

36 Clásica y Moderna B4

37 El Alamo C3

38 Flux D4

39 La Biela B2

40 Milión C3

41 Nucha C3




Entertainment

42 Basement Club B3

43 ND/Ateneo D4

44 Notorious B4




Shopping

45 Arte y Esperanza D4

46 El Ateneo B3

47 Feria Artesanal B2

48 Kelly’ss Regionales E4

49 Portobello Vintage Boutique C4








Recoleta & Barrio Norte

BA’s wealthiest citizens live and breathe in Recoleta, the city’s most exclusive and fashionable neighborhood. In the 1870s many upper-class porteños relocated here from San Telmo during a yellow-fever epidemic. Today you can best see the wealth of this sumptuous quarter on Av Alvear, where many of the old mansions (and newer international boutiques) are located.

Full of lush parks, classy museums and French architecture, Recoleta is best known for its Cementerio de la Recoleta. The Plaza Intendente Alvear hosts the city’s most popular crafts fair. A little further north is the sinuous sculptural flower Floralis Genérica,  whose giant metal petals close up at night  if all the gears are working, that is.

Barrio Norte is a subneighborhood southwest of Recoleta, but the lines are blurred.

[image: ] Cementerio de la Recoleta Cemetery

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4803-1594; cnr Junín & Guido; admission free; [image: iconhourspng] 7am-5:30pm) Wander for hours in this amazing cemetery where ‘streets’ are lined with impressive statues and marble sarcophagi. Crypts hold the remains of the city’s elite: past presidents, military heroes, influential politicians and the rich and famous. Hunt down Evita’s grave, and bring your camera  there are some great photo ops here. Tours in English are available at 11am on Tuesday and Thursday (call to confirm). For a great map and information, order Robert Wright’s PDF guide (www.recoletacemetery.com).


[image: dont-miss]



Evita’s Grave

She’s Recoleta’s biggest star, and everyone who visits the cemetery wants to see her final resting place. Here’s how to find it: Go up to the first major ‘intersection’ from the entrance, where there’s a statue. Turn left, continue until a mausoleum blocks your way, go around it to the right and turn right at the wide ‘street.’ After three blocks look to the left and you’ll likely see people at her site, along with bunches of flowers.





[image: ] Museo Nacional de Bellas Artes Museum

([image: iconphonepng] 5288-9900; www.mnba.org.ar; Av del Libertador 1473; admission free; [image: iconhourspng] 12:30-8:30pm Tue-Fri, 9:30am-8:30pm Sat & Sun) Arguably Argentina’s top fine-arts museum, this destination is a must-see for art lovers. It showcases works by Renoir, Monet, Gauguin, Cézanne and Picasso, along with many classic Argentine artists such as Xul Solar and Edwardo Sívori. There are also temporary exhibits and a small gift shop.

Iglesia Nuestra Señora del Pilar Church, Museum


Offline map Google map

Next door to the cemetery, this 1732 baroque colonial church has a small museum (historic cloisters; donation AR$5; [image: iconhourspng] 10:30am-6:15pm Mon-Sat, 2:30-6:15pm Sun) to the left and upstairs.

Palermo

Palermo is heaven on Earth for BA’s middle class. Its large, grassy parks  regally punctuated with grand monuments  are popular destinations on weekends, when families fill the shady lanes, cycle the bike paths and paddle on the peaceful lakes. Many important museums and elegant embassies are also located here, and certain subneighborhoods of Palermo have become some of the city’s hottest destinations for shopping and nightlife.

Palermo’s green spaces haven’t always been for the masses. The area around Parque 3 de Febrero was originally the 19th-century dictator Juan Manuel de Rosas’ private retreat and became public parkland after his fall from power. Within these green spaces you’ll now find a zoo and planetarium. Just south of the zoo is Plaza Italia, Palermo’s main transport hub.

One of the capital’s most trendsetting areas is Palermo Viejo, a scenic neighborhood with colonial buildings and plenty of fine shopping, dining and nightlife; it’s further subdivided into Palermo Soho and Palermo Hollywood. The heart of this neighborhood is Plaza Serrano Offline map Google map, a small but very popular plaza surrounded by bars and restaurants, and host to a small weekend arts fair. Another popular but much smaller neighborhood to the north is Las Cañitas; many restaurants and other nightspots here attract hordes of hipsters at night, when Av Báez clogs with traffic.



[image: 09-palermo-arg8]






Palermo


Top Sights

Jardín Japonés (entrance)G2

Jardín Zoológico F3

Museo de Arte Latinoamericano de Buenos Aires (Malba) H2

Museo Nacional de Arte Decorativo H3

Plaza Serrano B5




Sights

1 Centro Islàmico Rey Fahd E2

2Jardín Botánico Carlos ThaysF3

3 Museo Casa Carlos Gardel G7

4Museo de Arte Popular José HernándezH3

5 Museo Evita F3

6 Museo Xul Solar G5

7 Planetario Galileo Galilei G1

8 Verbum F7




Activities, Courses & Tours

9 Anda Responsible Travel B6

10 Centro Valletierra C5

11 DWS D6

12 Say Hueque E4

13 Vamos G5

14 Vida Natural G5




Sleeping

15 248 Finisterra D2

16 Akais Hostel C6

17 Chill House Hostel G7

18 Craft Hotel E4

19 Fierro Hotel C3

20 Gorriti 4290 E6

21 Home Hotel C3

22 Hostel Suites Palermo E3

23 Kala Petit Hotel A6

24 Kapaké Hostel C2

25 Miravida Soho D4

26 Onze Trendy Hotel H5

27 Palermo House Hostel B5

28Palermo Viejo B & BD5

29 Vain Boutique Hotel E4




Eating

30ArtemisiaC3

31 Azema C3

32 Bio D3

33 Cusic C3

34 Don Julio E4

35 El 22 Parrilla C3

36 El Primo D2

37 Freddo B6

38 Hola! Siniór Shawarma A5

39 La Cabrera A6

 La Esquina de las Flores (see 87)

40 La Fabrica del Taco A6

41 Las Cabras C4

42 Las Cholas D1

43 Las Pizarras E4

44 Meraviglia C4

45 Miranda C4

46 Natural Deli H5

47 Natural Deli C1

48 Novecento D2

49 Olsen C4

50 Oviedo H5

51 Persicco B6

52 Sarkis C5

53 Siamo nel Forno C3

54Un Altra VoltaG2

55 Veikko D1




Drinking

56 878 C5

57 Bangalore C4

58CarnalC4

59 Casa Brandon C7

60 Casa Cruz A5

61 Congo A5

62 Frank’ss Bar B4

63 Geno’ss Beer Bar D3

64 Magdalena’ss Party B5

65 Mundo Bizarro A6

66 Office D1

67 Shanghai Dragon E5

68 Sitges E6

69 Sugar C5

70 Van Koning D2




Entertainment

71 Amerika E6

72 Bach Bar E6

73 Club Aráoz F4

74 Crobar F1

75 El Camarín de las Musas F6

76 Esquina Carlos Gardel G7

77 Glam G6

78 Kika A5

79 La Catedral E7

80 La Peña del Colorado F4

81 La Viruta B6

82 Niceto Club C4

83 Salon Canning E5

84 Thelonious Bar F4




Shopping

85 Bolivia B6

86Calle Murillo (600 block)B7

87 Calma Chicha B5

88 Feria Plaza Serrano B6

89 Hermanos Estebecorena C3

90 Lo de Joaquin Alberdi B5

91 Mercado de Abasto G7

92 Mercado de las Pulgas B3

93 Nadine Zlotogora B6

94 Rapsodia B6

95 Sugar & Spice D3

96 Zival’s A6







[image: ] Museo de Arte Latinoamericano de Buenos Aires (Malba) Museum

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4808-6511; www.malba.org.ar; Av Figueroa Alcorta 3415; admission AR$22, Wed AR$10; [image: iconhourspng] noon-8pm Thu-Mon, to 9pm Wed) Sparkling inside its glass walls, this airy modern arts museum is BA’s fanciest. Art patron Eduardo Costantini displays his limited but fine collection, which includes work by Argentines Xul Solar and Antonio Berni, plus some pieces by Mexicans Diego Rivera and Frida Kahlo. A cinema screens art-house films, and there’s an excellent cafe for watching the beautiful people.

[image: ] Museo Nacional de Arte Decorativo Museum

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4802-6606; www.mnad.org; Av del Libertador 1902; admission from AR$5; [image: iconhourspng] 2-7pm Tue-Sun) Located in the stunning beaux-arts mansion called Palacio Errázuriz (1911), this museum displays the posh belongings of the Errázuri-Alvear family. Everything from Renaissance religious paintings and porcelain dishes to Italian sculptures and artwork by El Greco and Rodin can be admired; call for tours in English or French. The outside cafe in front is a fine place to refresh yourself on a sunny day.

Jardín Zoológico Zoo

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4011-9900; www.zoobuenosaires.com.ar; cnr Avs Las Heras & Sarmiento; admission AR$23-34; [image: iconhourspng] 10am-6pm Tue-Sun Oct-Mar, to 5pm Apr-Sep) Artificial lakes, pleasant walking paths and over 350 species of animal entertain the crowds at this relatively good zoo. Most of the enclosures offer decent space and some buildings are impressive in themselves  check out the elephant house. An aquarium, a monkey island, a petting zoo and a large aviary are other highlights.

Jardín Japonés Gardens

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4804-4922; www.jardinjapones.org.ar; cnr Avs Casares & Berro; admission AR$8; [image: iconhourspng] 10am-6pm) This peaceful paradise is one of the capital’s best-kept gardens, where you can enjoy lovely ponds filled with koi and spanned by pretty bridges. The teahouse and restaurant make for good breaks, and Japanese culture can be experienced through occasional exhibitions and workshops.

Museo Evita Museum

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4807-0306; www.museoevita.org; Lafinur 2988; local/foreigner AR$5/15; [image: iconhourspng] 11am-7pm Tue-Sun) Everybody who is anybody in Argentina has their own museum, and Eva Perón is no exception. You can see her immortalized in Museo Evita through videos, historical photos, books, old posters and newspaper headlines  even her fingerprints are recorded. The prize memorabilia, however, would have to be her wardrobe: dresses, shoes, handbags, hats and blouses stand proudly behind shining glass, forever pressed and pristine.

Museo de Arte Popular José Hernández Museum


Offline map Google map

([image: iconphonepng] 4803-2384; www.museohernandez.buenosaires.gob.ar; Av del Libertador 2373; admission AR$1, Sun free; [image: iconhourspng] 1-7pm Wed-Fri, 10am-8pm Sat & Sun) This modest-sized museum showcases a beautiful permanent exhibition of silverwork (gaucho knives, horse spurs, mate gourds), along with some religious artifacts and diverse changing exhibitions ranging from folk crafts to modern toys.

Museo Xul Solar Museum

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4824-3302; www.xulsolar.org.ar; Laprida 1212; admission AR$10, Thu free; [image: iconhourspng] noon-8pm Tue-Fri, to 7pm Sat, closed Feb) Xul Solar was a painter, inventor and poet, and this museum highlights over 80 of his bizarre, surreal and even cartoonish paintings; the guy was in a class of his own.

Tierra Santa Theme Park

([image: iconphonepng] 4784-9551; www.tierrasanta-bsas.com.ar; Av Costanera R Obligado 5790; admission AR$40; [image: iconhourspng] call for hours) Even respectful, devout Catholics will find this  the ‘world’s first religious theme park’  a very tacky place. It boasts animatronic dioramas of Adam and Eve and the Last Supper, but its pièce de résistance is a giant Jesus rising from a fake mountain  aka the resurrection  every half hour. It’s just north of Palermo, near the water.

Planetario Galileo Galilei Planetarium

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4771-9393; www.planetario.gov.ar; cnr Avs Sarmiento & Belisario Roldán) This planetarium has shows and celestial viewings.

Centro Islámico Rey Fahd Mosque

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4899-0201; www.ccislamicoreyfahd. org.ar; Av Int Bullrich 55) This landmark mosque, built by Saudis on land donated by former president Carlos Menem, is southeast of Las Cañitas. Free tours in Spanish are offered on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at noon (bring your passport and dress conservatively).

Belgrano

Bustling Av Cabildo, the racing heartbeat of Belgrano, is an overwhelming jumble of noise and neon; it’s a two-way street of clothing, shoe and houseware shops that does its part to support the mass consumerism of porteños.

Only a block east of Av Cabildo, Plaza Belgrano is the site of a modest but fun weekend crafts fair (Click here).

Near the plaza stands the Italianate Iglesia de la Inmaculada Concepción, a church popularly known as ‘La Redonda’ because of its impressive dome. Four blocks northeast of Plaza Belgrano is Barrancas de Belgrano, an attractive park on one of the few natural hillocks in the city. And nearby, just across the train tracks, Belgrano’s small Chinatown offers decent Chinese restaurants and cheap goods.

Museo de Arte Español Enrique Larreta Museum

([image: iconphonepng] 4784-4040; Juramento 2291; admission AR$1; [image: iconhourspng] 1-7pm Mon -Fri, 10am-8pm Sat & Sun). This is the best of Belgrano’s several museums. It’s on the plaza and displays the Argentine novelist’s gorgeous art collection.

Once & Around

BA’s most ethnically colorful neighborhood is Once, with sizable groups of Jews, Peruvians and Koreans. The cheap market around Once train station always bustles, with vendors selling their goods on sidewalks and crowds everywhere.

Museo Argentino de Ciencias Naturales Museum

([image: iconphonepng] 4982-6595; Ángel Gallardo 490; admission AR$5; [image: iconhourspng] 2-7pm) West of Once is Caballito, a calm residential neighborhood. Here, in the large round park called Parque del Centenario, you’ll find this good natural-science museum. It’s definitely worth a peek for its musty taxidermy and cool skeleton room.

Museo Casa Carlos Gardel Museum

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4964-2071; Jean Jaurés 735; admission AR$1; [image: iconhourspng] 11am-6pm Mon & Wed-Fri, 10am-7pm Sat & Sun) This museum offers tango fans some insight into the dance’s most famous singer.

[image: categoryactivitiespng] Activities

The extensive greenery in Palermo provides good areas for recreation, especially on weekends when the ring road around the rose garden is closed to motor vehicles. Recoleta has grassy parks also, if you can avoid the dog piles. Best of all is the Reserva Ecológica Costanera Sur (Click here), an ecological paradise just east of Puerto Madero; it’s excellent for walks, runs, bike rides and even a bit of wildlife viewing.

Cycling

Buenos Aires’ new bike lanes are making cycling in the city a safer proposition, but there greener places to spin your wheels.

Bike paths interlace Palermo’s Parque 3 de Febrero, where rental bikes are available in good weather; look for them on Av de la Infanta Isabel on weekends in winter and daily in summer. The Reserva Ecológica Costanera Sur also has bike rentals with a similar schedule.

If you’re around on the first Sunday of each month, check out BA’s version of Critical Mass, or Masa Critica (www.masacriticabsas.com.ar). Just find a bike and show up at the Obelisco around 4pm to join the hundreds of waiting cyclists; soon you’ll be taking over traffic on large avenues and having a blast.

For bike tours, try www.bikingbuenos aires.com.

Horseback Riding

Caballos a la Par Horse riding

([image: iconphonepng] 4384-7013; 15-5248-3592; www.caballos-alapar.com) If you want to get out of town for a few hours and hop on a horse, forget those touristy estancias (ranches) and check out Caballos a la Par. Guided rides are given in a provincial park about an hour’s drive from Buenos Aires. Even if you’ve never ridden before, you might be galloping by sundown.

Soccer

Inspired by watching professional fútbol teams play the game? Well, you can partake yourself  just contact Buenos Aires Fútbol Amigos (www.fcbafa.com) to join fellow travelers, expats and locals for some pick-up fun. The best part might be the asados (barbecues) that often happen after the games, plus of course the friends you make on the pitch.

Swimming

Finding a good swimming hole isn’t easy in Buenos Aires  unless you’re lucky enough to be staying at a hotel with decent pool (or are OK with splashing around indoors at the nearest gym).

Parque Norte Swimming

([image: iconphonepng] 4787-1382; www.parquenorte.com; Avs Cantilo & Guiraldes; AR$50 admission Mon-Fri, AR$65 Sat & Sun; [image: iconhourspng] 9am-8pm Mon-Fri, 8am-8pm Sat & Sun) When the temperatures and humidity skyrocket, head north to the neighborhood of Nuñez. where Parque Norte offers several huge shallow pools (up to four feet deep) plus a water slide and plenty of grassy areas to lounge about. Bring a towel.

Yoga

Most gyms and some cultural centers schedule yoga classes. Even some health-oriented restaurants, such as Natural Deli (Click here) offer yoga, tai chi and/or meditation. There are significant discounts for weekly or monthly class packages.

Buena Onda Yoga yoga

([image: iconphonepng] 15-5423-7103; www.buenaondayoga.com) Classes taught by women expats at several locations around BA.

Happy Sun Yoga yoga

([image: iconphonepng] 15-6093-3462; www.happysunyoga.com) More women-expat-run yoga classes, held in a Recoleta studio.

Vida Natural yoga

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4826-1695; www.vidanatural.com.ar; Charcas 2852) This natural-therapy center in Palermo offers Ashtanga, Hatha and Iyengar yoga. Therapeutic massage and harmonizing Tibetan bowls also available.

Centro Valletierra yoga

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4833-6724; www.valletierra.com; Costa Rica 4562) This slick Palermo Viejo studio has Hatha, Kundalini and Ashtanga yoga classes.

[image: categorycoursespng] Courses

Visitors have many opportunities to study almost anything in BA. Most cultural centers offer a wide variety of classes at affordable rates. For tango classes.

Language

BA is a major destination for students of Spanish, and good institutes are opening up all the time. Nearly all organize social activities and home-stay programs, and all have private classes.

For something different, try Spanglish (www.spanglishexchange.com). It’s set up like speed dating; you’ll speak five minutes in English and five in Spanish, then switch partners.

University de Buenos Aires Language Course

Offline map Google map
(UBA; Click here; [image: iconphonepng] 4343-2733; www.idiomas.filo.uba.ar; 25 de Mayo 221) The university offers regular and intensive, long-term Spanish classes (these last for one to four months between March and December, or four to eight weeks in January and February). Italian, German, French, Portuguese and Japanese also taught. It’s cheap, but classrooms are run down.

Below are just a few institutes; it’s always best to ask around for current recommendations.

DWS Offline map Google map ([image: iconphonepng] 4777-6515; www.danielawasser.com.ar; Av Córdoba 4382)

Expanish Offline map Google map ([image: iconphonepng] 5252-3040; www.expanish. com; Juan Perón 700)

Vamos Offline map Google map ([image: iconphonepng] 5352-0001; www.vamospanish.com; Coronel Díaz 1736)

Verbum Offline map Google map ([image: iconphonepng] 4861-7571; www.verbum.biz; Salguero 553)

VOS Offline map Google map ([image: iconphonepng] 4812-1140; www.vosbuenosaires.com; Marcelo T de Alvear 1459)

Cooking

Taking cooking classes in a small group or privately are probably the best options for short-term visitors who don’t speak Spanish. There are several options in BA, a few with expat chefs who have their own ‘closed door’ restaurant (Click here).

Casa Mun Cooking Course

(www.casamun.com/sushi-making-classes) Chef Mun instructs on the history and intricacies of making sushi.

Cooking with Teresita Cooking Course

([image: iconphonepng] 4293-5992; www.try2cook.com) Learn to cook empanadas and asado (barbecue grill), or go on a culinary shopping expedition.

Dan Perlman Cooking Course

(www.saltshaker.net/class-schedule) Ex-New Yorker Dan Perlman teaches Italian, Mediterranean, Asian and vegetarian classes.

Kala Cooking Cooking Course

([image: iconphonepng] 4773-1331) Make typical dishes such as empanadas, milanesas (breaded cutlets), locro and asado; taught by Gladys and her daughter Florencia, out of their guesthouse.

Those proficient in Spanish and seeking long-term cooking classes can try Instituto Argentino de Gastronomía (IAG; [image: iconphonepng] 5032-1414; www.iag.com.ar; Montevideo 968), Mausi Sebess ([image: iconphonepng] 5218-4031; www.mausisebess.com; Av Maipú 594, Vicente López) or Escuela Alicia Berger ([image: iconphonepng] 4784-8502; www.escuelaaliciaberger.com; Ciudad de la Paz 1242).

Photography

Get to know Buenos Aires through the lens of a camera.

Foto Ruta Course

([image: iconphonepng] 6030-8881; www.foto-ruta.com; per person AR$100) This workshop is run by two expat women who send folks out into neighborhoods with a few ‘themes’ to photograph  then everyone watches the slide show.

[image: categorytourpng] Tours

There are plenty of organized tours, from the large tourist-bus variety to guided bike rides to straight-up walks. Most travel agencies broker tours or offer their own.

The City of Buenos Aires organizes free thematic tours ([image: iconphonepng] 4114-5791; www.bue.gov.ar); check the website or stop by a tourist office for a schedule.

If you have an MP3 player and are self-sufficient, check out www.mptours.com. You can download self-guided tours and maps of BA neighborhoods for US$4.99 each, walking, stopping and listening at your leisure. You can also try the city’s audio tours for free (www.bue.gov.ar).

All companies listed below offer tours in English and possibly other languages; some companies listed under ‘Group Tours’ also do private tours.

Group Tours

Biking Buenos Aires Cycling Tour

 
([image: iconphonepng] 15-6208-2176; www.bikingBuenosAires.com; per person from AR$190) Friendly American guys take you pedaling around various neighborhoods, often utilizing the city’s new bike lanes. Bike rentals available.

Graffitimundo Art Tour

([image: iconphonepng] 15-3683-3219; www.graffitimundo.com; per person AR$90) Expat-run tours of BA’s best graffiti and stencil art, with some proceeds going to the artists themselves. Graffiti bike tours also available (AR$120).

Cultour Walking Tour

([image: iconphonepng] 15-6365-6892; www.cultour.com.ar; per person from AR$85) Good tours run by academics and students from UBA (University of Buenos Aires), with an emphasis on the historical and cultural facets of Buenos Aires.

BA Walking Tours Walking Tour

([image: iconphonepng] 15-5773-1001; www.ba-walking-tours.com; per person from AR$150) Explore Buenos Aires through these neighborhood-specific walking tours. Also offers a six-hour comprehensive tour and a tango night tour.

BA Free Tour Walking Tour

([image: iconphonepng] 15-6395-3000; www.bafreetour.com; free/donation) Free (well, donation) walking tour given by enthusiastic young guides from Monday to Saturday.

Buenos Aires Bus Bus Tour

([image: iconphonepng] 5239-5160; www.buenosairesbus.com; ticket AR$70) Hop-on, hop-off topless bus with around 20 stops. Runs every 20 minutes at designated stops (see website).

Say Hueque Adventure Tour

Offline map Google map
(www.sayhueque.com) Microcentro ([image: iconphonepng] 5199-2517; Viamonte 749, 6th fl); Palermo (Thames 2062); San Telmo (Chile 557). Friendly company that offers ‘independent’ and adventure packages around BA and Argentina.

Seriema Nature Tours Nature tour

([image: iconphonepng] 5867-7000; www.seriematours.com) Does mostly multiday nature and bird-watching tours around Argentina, but also has half- and full-day tours relatively near Buenos Aires.

Tangol Tour

Offline map Google map
(www.tangol.com); Retiro ([image: iconphonepng] 4312-7276; Florida 971, Suite 31); San Telmo (Defensa 831) Travel and tour agency that offers a little bit of everything: city tours, tango shows, guides to fútbol games, air tickets, hotel reservations and countrywide packages  plus much more.

Private Tours

Man Tour Male Tour

([image: iconphonepng] 15-6963-7259; www.landingpadba.com/the-man -tour-buenos-aires; per person from AR$580) Attention, men: get a straight-razor shave, visit a custom hat shop and smoke a stogie at a cigar bar. Seriously, it’s a guided tour.

[image: ] Anda Responsible Travel Cultural Tour

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 3221-0833; www.andatravel.com.ar; Agüero 1050, 4A; tours from AR$270) Organizes tours around BA and Argentina with sustainability in mind, by introducing travelers to local communities, fair-trade organizations and social projects. Most notable for its La Boca tour, which gets travelers involved with local organizations working towards improving the lives of its citizens.

BA Local Custom Tour

([image: iconphonepng] 15-6908-9100; www.balocal.com; tours from AR$500) Three expats guide personal shopping tours, art tours and off-the-beaten-path (or regular city) tours.

Buenos Tours Walking Tour

([image: iconphonepng] 3221-1048; www.buenostours.com; tours for 1-3 people from AR$400) Arranges walking tours guided by friendly, knowledgeable and responsible local expats.

[image: categoryfestivalpng] Festivals & Events

Check with tourist offices for other happenings and for exact dates, as some vary from year to year. For more festivals and events in BA and around the country, Click here.

Chinese New Year Cultural

Head to Belgrano’s tiny Chinatown for food, firecrackers and festivities. (Usually January: date depends on the lunar calendar.)

Feria del Libro Books

(www.el-libro.org.ar; La Rural) The largest book festival in Latin America, attracting over a million book lovers for three weeks, April to May.

arteBA Art

(www.arteba.com; La Rural) Popular event in May, highlighting contemporary art, introducing exciting new young artists, and showing off top gallery works.

Fashion BA Fashion

(www.bafweek.com.ar) This August event shows off the latest designer threads, both nationally and internationally. A fall collection happens in February or March.

Casa Foa Design

(www.casafoa.com) Top-notch architecture, design and decoration fair, located at a different renovated (and usually historical) building each year. Runs September to October.

Pepsi Music Music

(www.pepsimusic.com.ar) September’s 10-day music festival showcases some very famous bands, both from Argentina and abroad; in 2011 the headliner was Red Hot Chili Peppers.

Creamfields Music

(www.creamfieldsba.com) BA’s answer to the UK’s outdoor, all-night, cutting-edge electronic-music and dance party, with dozens of international DJs and bands; held in November.

Marcha del Orgullo Gay Gay & Lesbian

(www.marchadelorgullo.org.ar) In November, thousands of BA’s gay, lesbian and transgender citizens proudly march from Plaza de Mayo to the Congreso.

Campeonato Abierto de Polo Sports

(www.aapolo.com) Watch the world’s best polo players and their gorgeous horses thunder up and down Palermo’s polo fields in December.

[image: categorysleeppng] Sleeping

Over the last few years Buenos Aires has seen its accommodation options increase exponentially. Boutique hotels and guesthouses, especially, have mushroomed in neighborhoods such as San Telmo and Palermo, and hostels are a dime a dozen. You shouldn’t have trouble finding the type of place you’re looking for, but it’s still a good idea to make a reservation beforehand  especially during any holidays or the busy summer months of November through January.

Many places will help you with transportation to and from the airport if you reserve ahead of time. The most expensive hotels will take credit cards but cheaper places might not (or may include a surcharge for credit-card payment). Some kind of breakfast, whether it be continental or buffet, is included nearly everywhere; the same goes for wi-fi and air-con.

At Hostelling International (HI) hostels, buying a membership card gives a discount off listed prices. Another hostel club is www.minihostels.com. Prices at top-end hotels often vary depending on occupancy levels. As a general rule we’ve listed rack rates; calling ahead or reserving via websites usually results in better pricing.

Prices below are for high season (roughly November to February). Rates can skyrocket during peak seasons (Christmas and Easter) or drop during slow seasons.

For a list of apartment-rental websites, Click here.

Microcentro

As well as being very central, the Microcentro has the best range and the largest number of accommodations in the city. Towards the north you’ll be close to the popular pedestrian streets of Florida and Lavalle, as well as the neighborhoods of upmarket Retiro and Recoleta. The Plaza de Mayo area contains the bustling banking district and many historical buildings, and is within walking distance of San Telmo. During the day the whole area is very busy, but nights are much calmer as businesspeople flee the center after work. Don’t expect creative cuisine in this area  for that you’ll have to head to Palermo.

[image: ] Portal del Sur hostel $

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4342-8788; www.portaldelsurba.com.ar; Hipólito Yrigoyen 855; dm AR$55-65, s/d AR$240/300; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) Located in a charming old building, this is one of the city’s best hostels. Beautiful dorms and sumptuous, hotel-quality private rooms surround a central common area, which is rather dark but open. The highlight is the lovely rooftop deck with views and attached bar and lounge. Has free tango lessons, Spanish lessons and walking tour; plenty of other activities available.

Moreno Hotel hotel $$$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 6091-2000; www.morenobuenosaires.com; Moreno 376; r AR$700; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) Housed in an atmospheric historical building is this modern, minimalist hotel. Don’t be put off by its edgy location or the living-room-like lobby on the 2nd floor; the six categories of rooms are all beautiful, and some are huge and come with Jacuzzi. The best part is the rooftop terrace; there’s also a fine wine-bar restaurant.

Hotel Alcázar hotel $$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4345-0926; www.hotelalcazar.com.ar; Av de Mayo 935; s AR$190-210, d AR$240-270; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng]) One of BA’s better budget deals, the Alcázar has simple remodeled rooms (get one with an outside window) that are mostly small, but clean and good value. It’s centrally located and just steps away from the famous Café Tortoni, which is handy since breakfast isn’t included. There are also some nice interior tiled patios. Reserve ahead.

Hotel Suipacha Inn hotel $$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4322-0099; www.hotelsuipacha.com.ar; Suipacha 515; s AR$280, d AR$320-400; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng]) This well-located hotel is a good deal in the Microcentro  it’s only a couple of blocks from the Obelisco and on a pedestrian street. It could use a facelift, but you do get small, basic and tidy rooms, most with a fridge, safe box and a tiny bathroom. Treat yourself and upgrade to a more spacious ‘superior’ room.

Milhouse Youth Hostel hostel $

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4345-9604; www.milhousehostel.com; Hipólito Yrigoyen 959; dm/d AR$70/290; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) Best known as BA’s premiere party hostel, this popular HI spot offers a plethora of activities and services. Dorms are good and private rooms can be very pleasant; most surround a pleasant open patio. Common spaces include a bar-cafe (with pool table) on the ground floor, a TV lounge on the mezzanine and a rooftop terrace above. A gorgeous annex building nearby offers similar services.

Hotel Frossard hotel $$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4322-1811; www.hotelfrossard.com.ar; Tucumán 686; s/d AR$300/320; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) This intimate hotel has 24 high-ceilinged older rooms of different sizes in a charming building. Singles are tiny and doubles are small, but triples have more breathing room. The location is excellent; the pedestrian streets of Florida and Lavalle are just a block away.

HI Obelisco Suites hostel $

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4328-4040; www.hostelsuites.com; Av Corrientes 830; dm AR$80-90, s/d AR$200/300; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) This sizeable, apartmentlike HI hostel features large dorms (four to eight beds) and pleasant private rooms; every three rooms share a bathroom. Common areas include a trendy bar-lounge with a pool table, and separate small rooms for Spanish classes and watching TV. The single kitchen is tiny, however. Lots of activities are on offer and it’s very central.

Ideal Hostel hostel $

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 6091-1565; www.idealsocialhostel.com; Suipacha 362; dm AR$42-59, r AR$195-230; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) Pretty much in the dead center of Buenos Aires is this decent, cheap hostel. It’s in an atmospheric older building with wood and tile floors, though unfortunately the spaces are somewhat mazelike and the dorms (bedding four to 12 people) can be tight. At least the balcony overlooking pedestrian Suipacha is nice, and right next door is Confitería Ideal, a tango hotspot.

Congreso

Congreso contains many of the city’s older theaters, cinemas and cultural centers. Lively Av Corrientes has many modest shops, services and bookstores. The Plaza de Congreso area is always moving, sometimes with mostly peaceful public demonstrations. Generally, this area is not quite as packed as the Microcentro and has a less business and touristy flavor, but still bustles day and night.

[image: ] Hotel Bonito boutique hotel $$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4381-2162; www.bonitobuenosaires.com; Chile 1507, 3rd fl; r AR$400-640; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) Lovely boutique hotel with just five artsy, gorgeous rooms mixing the traditional and contemporary. Some have a loft, cupola sitting area or Jacuzzi; floors can be wood or acid-finished concrete. Warm atmosphere, with small bar area and good breakfast.

Hostel Estoril-Terrazas Estoril hostel $

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4382-9684; www.hostelestoril.com.ar; Av de Mayo 1385, 1st fl; dm AR$60, r AR$200-250; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) Tasteful, colorful hostel in a 100-year-old building, with pleasant rooms, nice kitchen and common areas and even an internal patio. You can also access the rooftop terrace on the 6th floor, which has amazing views of Av de Mayo and Palacio Barolo; more dorms are available up here.

Fiamingo Apart Hotel hotel $$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4374-4400; www.fiamingoapart.com.ar; Talcahuano 120; r AR$400; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng][image: iconfamilypng]) Great for families, the Fiamingo features huge suites that lean more toward comfortable and convenient than fancy. All come with attached kitchenettes (no stoves, just microwaves and sinks) and some have balconies. Staff are friendly and windows are double-paned for peace and quiet. Reserve ahead.

Hotel Reina hotel $

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4381-2496; www.hotelreina.com.ar; Av de Mayo 1120; s AR$200-230, d AR$220-250; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng]) This charming old building still has a subdued elegance that’s apparent in the grand halls, the classic elevator and the original light fixtures. Some rooms are simple, while others are lovely  with high ceilings, wood floors and balconies (try for the 2nd floor). Tango classes can be given in the airy salon.

Sabatico Hostel hostel $

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4381-1138; www.sabaticohostel.com.ar; Mexico 1410; dm AR$60, r AR$200-250; [image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) This exceptional, well-maintained hostel is located off the tourist-beaten path in an atmospheric neighborhood. Rooms are small but pleasant and the great common areas include a nice kitchen, airy patio hall and nice rooftop terrace with tiny soaking pool. There’s occasional live music on weekends, plus bike rentals.

Kilca Hostel hostel $

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4381-1966; www.kilcabackpacker.com; Mexico 1545; dm AR$55, r AR$140-160; [image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) The slightly artsy Kilca is in the offbeat Montserrat neighborhood  great if you want fewer tourists and more local activity. It’s definitely funky, sporting very laid-back atmosphere and no luxuries, and is located in an early-1900s house with large six- to nine-bed dorms. The highlight is the leafy courtyard. Dog and cat on premises.

Hotel Sportsman hotel $

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4381-8021; www.hotelsportsman.com.ar; Av Rivadavia 1425; s AR$85-132, d AR$130-185) This ancient, rundown and dark hotel has creaky wood staircase and mazelike hallways. Basic but decent budget rooms have either shared or private bathrooms. Character abounds, and there’s a very rustic kitchen. No breakfast, but it’s still a cheap deal.

San Telmo & Constitución

South of the Microcentro, San Telmo has some of the most traditional atmosphere in Buenos Aires. Buildings are more charming and historical than those in the center, and tend to be only a few stories high. Many restaurants and fancy boutique stores have opened here in recent years, and there are some good bars, tango venues and other nightspots for entertainment. Most accommodation options here are hostels, humble hotels or upscale guesthouses rather than five-star hotels.

Constitución is just west of San Telmo, and much less touristy.

[image: ] 1890 Hotel Boutique boutique hotel $$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4304-8798; www.1890hotel.com.ar; Salta 1074; r AR$435-760; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) A bit off the beaten path, but still close to San Telmo, this beautiful hotel has outdoor covered hallways with grassy garden areas that offer a little respite from Buenos Aires’ streets; and while each the six lovely rooms are different, all boast high ceilings and wood floors. There’s also a nice large common area with breakfast table.

Casa Bolivar boutique hotel $$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4300-3619; www.casabolivar.com; Bolívar 1701; r from AR$435; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng]) Fourteen spacious studios and loft apartments have been lovingly renovated into attractive and modern spaces at this amazing mansion, some with original details such as carved doorways or painted ceilings. Separate entrances join with common hallways connecting through the complex, and there are lovely garden patios in which to relax. No breakfast.

Mansion Dandi Royal boutique hotel $$$

([image: iconphonepng] 4307-7623; www.hotelmansiondandiroyal.com; Piedras 922; s AR$368, d AR$506-620; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng][image: iconswimpng]) Catering to tango fanatics, this 1903 family mansion has been renovated into a luxurious themed hotel complete with murals, glass chandeliers and a curved wooden staircase. The 29 rooms are gorgeous; most come with antique furniture, claw-foot tubs and high ceilings. There’s a small but lovely rooftop pool and sunny patio, while tango classes take place in the salons.

Art Factory hostel $

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4343-1463; www.artfactoryba.com.ar; Piedras 545; dm AR$60, s AR$190-210, d AR$210-250; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) Friendly and uniquely art-themed, this fine hostel offers more private rooms than most  and all feature huge murals, painted and decorated by different international artists. Even the hallways and water tanks have colorful cartoonish themes, and the 1850s mansion adds some elegant atmosphere. Large rooftop terrace and separate bar-lounge area with pool table.

Sandanzas Hostel hostel $

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4300-7375; www.sandanzas.com.ar; Balcarce 1351; dm AR$60-70, d AR$220-250; [image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) This friendly hostel has just 28 beds and is enthusiastically run by its five young owners, all artists or social workers. It’s a colorful place with good-sized dorms, six doubles (three with bathroom) and occasional cultural events. The location is in a gritty blue-collar neighborhood near Plaza Lezama. Free bike rentals.

Garden House hostel $

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4305-0517; www.gardenhouseba.com.ar; San Juan 1271; dm AR$53-60, s AR$203-220, d AR$220-260; [image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) A bit off the beaten tourist path, this friendly hostel has two dorms (four and eight beds), seven doubles (a couple with pretty patios) and some casual but cozy common spaces. Most rooms share bathrooms. It’s a bit far from the center and on a busy avenue, but the vibes are good. Cheap but excellent Friday-night asados (barbecues) take place on the terrace.

Brisas del Mar hotel $

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4300-0040; www.hotelbrisasdelmar.com.ar; Humberto Primo 826; s AR$70-80, d AR$80-90; [image: iconwifipng]) Long-running old cheapie hotel with no luxuries  except for cable TV. Has basic but decent budget rooms, the cheapest ones with shared bathrooms  try for an upstairs one as they are brighter. All face tiled hallways lined with plants, and there’s a very rustic, unstocked kitchen.

Retiro

Retiro is a great, central place to be, if you can afford it  many of BA’s most expensive hotels, along with some of its richest inhabitants, are settled here. Close by are leafy Plaza San Martín, the Retiro bus and train stations and many upscale stores and business services. Recoleta and the Microcentro are just a short stroll away.

Hotel Pulitzer boutique hotel $$$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4316-0800; www.hotelpulitzer.com.ar; Maipú 907; s/d AR$500/540; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng][image: iconswimpng]) Very well located, this large new boutique hotel has a black-and-white lobby and minimalist decor. Rooms are spacious and stylish, boasting flat-screen TVs and elegant bathrooms; some have a balcony. The highlight, however, is the beautiful rooftop terrace with attached bar, offering great views over the city. There’s also a restaurant, cocktail bar and even a swimming pool.

Four Seasons hotel $$$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4321-1200; www.fourseasons.com/buenosaires; Posadas 1086; d from AR$2500; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng][image: iconswimpng]) No surprise here  the Four Seasons offers all the perks that define a five-star hotel, such as great service and white terry-cloth robes. Rooms are large and beautiful, with contemporary furnishings and decorations, and the finest suites (AR$3700 to AR$39,000!) are located in an old luxurious mansion next door. There’s also a gorgeous spa and an outdoor heated swimming pool.

Hotel Bel Air hotel $$$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4816-0016; www.hotelbelair.com.ar; Arenales 1462; r AR$680-850; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) Upscale travelers and businesspeople especially will love the sinuous bar-lounge, located next to reception. Upstairs, rooms are nicely designed in earthy colors and have modern furnishings, though they’re not super luxurious. Great location between the Retiro and Recoleta; wi-fi costs an extra AR$45 per day(!).

Hotel Tres Sargentos hotel $

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4312-6082; tresargentos@hotmail.com; Tres Sargentos 345; s/d AR$230-290; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng]) A great deal for the location, this simple budget hotel is located on a pedestrian street. Rooms are plain but clean, carpeted and comfortable. Some even offer a bit of a view  ask for a floor up high.

Hotel Central Córdoba hotel $

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4311-1175; www.hotelcentralcordoba.com.ar; San Martín 1021; s/d AR$200/220; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng]) Here is one of Retiro’s most affordable hotels, with simple neat rooms featuring desk areas and tiled floors. Sizes vary, so have a look around; ask for an inside room if you want quiet. The location is spot on and it’s very popular, so book ahead.

Recoleta & Barrio norte

Most of the accommodations in Recoleta are expensive, and what cheap hotels there are tend to be full much of the time. Buildings here are grand and beautiful, befitting the city’s richest barrio, and you’ll be close to Recoleta’s famous cemetery, along with its lovely parks, museums and boutiques.

[image: ] Poetry Building apartment $$$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4827-2772; www.poetrybuilding.com; Junín 1280; r AR$520-760; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng][image: iconswimpng][image: iconfamilypng]) These gorgeous studios and one- or two-bedroom apartments are perfect for families or small groups. Each one is different, eclectically decorated with ‘modernized’ antique furniture, and all come with fully stocked kitchens. Some boast an outdoor balcony or patio, but if you don’t get one simply hang out on the beautiful common terrace with soaking pool. Weekly discount.

A Hotel boutique hotel $$

Offline map Google map
(Ex-Art Hotel; Click here; [image: iconphonepng] 4821-4744; www.ahotel.com.ar; Azcuénaga 1268; r AR$380-620; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) Stunningly beautiful, this boutique hotel features a small covered patio with an interesting wall of mirrors and a wonderful rooftop terrace with a Jacuzzi and wood deck. Tasteful rooms (some small) have a contemporary mix of decor  think concrete floors, plasma TVs, ironwork details and original high doors. The biggest have romantic canopied beds and balconies.

Yira Yira Guesthouse guesthouse $

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4812-4077; www.yirayiraba.com.ar; Uruguay 911 1B; s/d/tr AR$140/200/240; [image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) This intimate apartment is run by the helpful Paz, who lives on-site. With four large rooms (all with shared bathrooms) facing the central living area, it’s a good place to meet other travelers and very well located, smack in the center of the downtown neighborhoods. Two-night minimum stay and RSVP required.

Hotel Lion D’or hotel $$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4803-8992; www.hotel-liondor.com.ar; Pacheco de Melo 2019; s AR$200-240, d AR$250-330; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng]) These digs have their charm (it’s an old embassy), but rooms vary widely  some are small, basic and dark, while others are absolutely grand and may include a (nonworking) fireplace. All are good value and, while a few are a bit rough around the edges, most have been modernized for comfort. There’s a great old marble staircase and nice rooftop area and the elevator is just fabulous. Cheap breakfast option; some rooms share bathrooms.

Marseille des Anges hotel $$$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 5219-2526; www.marseilledesanges.com; Arenales 1392; r from AR$615; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) A good choice, well located in snazzy Recoleta. Rooms are large and comfortable, and the best come with balcony or front-facing window. All have great bathrooms with cutting-edge multispray showers. The overall feel here is friendly and intimate, the atmosphere traditional with modern comforts.

Design Suites hotel $$$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4814-8700; www.designsuites.com; MT de Alvear 1683; r AR$630-965; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) Futuristically elegant, with that minimalist style so trendy in BA hotels these days, Design Suites offers a great location and exclusive atmosphere. All suites have flat-panel TVs, attractive decor, small kitchenettes and a wall-bank of windows bringing in plenty of light. Some balconies available.

Onze Trendy Hotel boutique hotel $$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4821-2873; www.onzeboutiquehotel.com; Ecuador 1644; d AR$400-600; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) Gorgeous from the get-go, this boutique hotel offers 11 different rooms with unique touches such as dressing rooms and traditional mantas (hand-woven blankets) for decoration. Try for the upstairs rooms; they’re more interesting, and some have balconies. It’s a lovely place with an exclusive feel.

Recoleta Hostel hostel $

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4812-4419; www.hirecoleta.com.ar; Libertad 1216; dm AR$60-70, r AR$190-230; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) Long-running hostel in an awesome location. Hardly intimate, though, and a bit rough around the edges despite being an HI hostel. On offer are segregated dorms (four to eight beds), eight private rooms  half with a private bathroom  a decent kitchen and sunny rooftop terrace. There are lots of stairs, so be in shape.



Short- & Long-term Rentals

Any hotel, hostel or guesthouse should significantly discount a long-term stay, so negotiate a deal in advance. There are also many guesthouses that specialize in weekly or monthly stays and these offer a more intimate experience. If you’re interested in spending time with a host family, see www.coret.com.ar. To rent a room in a house, check out www.sparerooms.com.ar. And for other options try www.buenosaires.craigslist.org and www.couchsurfing.com.

Traditionally you need a local’s lien to help you cover rent for an apartment, but so many long-term foreigners have poured into BA that a plethora of rental agencies and websites have popped up to help them find housing without this requirement. Expect to pay a much higher monthly rate for this service, however; locals usually commit to at least one year when obtaining a lease for unfurnished apartments, and consequently pay less. Sites to check:

www.adelsur.com

www.alojargentina.com.ar

www.apartmentsba.com

www.barts.com.ar

www.buenosaireshabitat.com

www.friendlyapartments.com (gay oriented)

www.oasisba.com

www.roomargentina.com

www.santelmoloft.com

www.stayinbuenosaires.com

www.tucasargentina.com

www.yourhomeinargentina.com.ar

Students especially should check out Residencia Universitaria Azul ([image: iconphonepng] 5353-9433; www.azul-residencia-universitaria.com; Av Callao 86; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]), located in a lovely 1905 building. A one-time fee encourages longer-term stays; all rooms share bathrooms, kitchens and common areas.

And if you’d like someone to check out an apartment before you rent it, Madi Lang (www.baculturalconcierge.com) can make sure the place isn’t on a busy street, in an outlying neighborhood or near a construction site.





Palermo

About a 10-minute taxi ride from the center (and also well connected by bus and Subte lines), Palermo is the top choice for many travelers. Not only is it full of extensive parklands  which are great for weekend jaunts and sporting activities  but you’ll have heaps of cutting-edge restaurants, designer boutiques and hip dance clubs at your fingertips. Most of these places are located in the extensive subneighborhood of Palermo Viejo, which is further divided into Palermo Soho and Palermo Hollywood.

[image: ] Home Hotel boutique hotel $$$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4778-1008; www.homebuenosaires.com; Honduras 5860; r from AR$700; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng][image: iconswimpng]) Sleek, friendly and very stylish boutique hotel with paradisial garden and pool, great intimate bar-restaurant, plus spa.

[image: ] Miravida Soho guesthouse $$$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4774-6433; www.miravidasoho.com; Darregueyra 2050; r AR$660-865; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) Run by a helpful German couple, this lovely guesthouse comes with six beautifully remodeled, elegant rooms. All are very comfortable and one has a private terrace. There’s a wine cellar, table-and-bar area for evening wine tastings, a small relaxing patio and even an elevator. It serves good, full breakfasts; reserve ahead.

[image: ] Chill House Hostel hostel $

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4861-6175; www.chillhouse.com.ar; Agüero 781; dm/s AR$70/170, d AR$210-255; [image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) One of the coolest-vibe hostels in BA is at this remodeled old house, boasting high ceilings and a rustic artsy style. There are two dorms, eight private rooms with bath (No 6 is especially nice) and an awesome rooftop terrace where weekly asados take place. Run by a French and Argentine team; free bike rentals too.

Fierro Hotel boutique hotel $$$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 3220-6800; www.fierrohotel.com; Soler 5862; r AR$920-1100; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng][image: iconswimpng]) Resplendent in its red, black and white color scheme, this is a beautifully elegant boutique hotel. The rooms are spacious, with luxurious touches such as Egyptian-cotton bedsheets, large flat-screen TVs and bathroom towel warmers. The rooftop wood deck and pool come with excellent Palermo views and the on-site restaurant is renowned. There’s also a sauna and a pleasant grassy garden.

Craft Hotel boutique hotel $$$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4833-0060; www.crafthotel.com; Nicaragua 4583; r AR$630-840; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) Contemporary hotel with clean lines and artsy recycled touches; the stairs are made from old colorful wood panels. Rooms have Scandinavian aesthetics and come with flat-screen TVs, MP3 docks, cement floors, showers (yes  often in the room!) and sometimes balconies. This hotel’s best feature, however, has to be the rooftop lounge area. Bike rental available.

248 Finisterra boutique hotel $$$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4773-0901; www.248finisterra.com; Av Báez 248; s AR$690, d AR$720-960; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) Smack in the middle of Las Cañitas’ nightlife lies this elegant, Zenlike boutique hotel. There are four classes of minimalist rooms, all beautifully contemporary and most a good size. Best of all is the rooftop terrace, with wood lounges and a Jacuzzi, though there’s also a small grassy garden in back.

Vain Boutique Hotel boutique hotel $$$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4774-8246; www.vainuniverse.com; Thames 2226; r AR$750-1200; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) Fifteen elegant rooms, all with high ceilings and wood floors, in a lovely renovated building. Excellent outdoor terrace with living room area, and small bar-restaurant in the lobby.

Palermo Viejo B&B guesthouse $$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4773-6012; www.palermoviejobb.com; Niceto Vega 4629; s AR$300, d AR$340-460; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) This small and intimate B&B is located in a remodeled casa chorizo  a long, narrow house. The six rooms all front a leafy outdoor patio hallway and are simple but quite comfortable; two have lofts. All come with fridge and a good breakfast.

Kala Petit Hotel guesthouse $$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4773-1331; www.kalapetithotel.com; Thames 1263; d from AR$320; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng][image: iconswimpng]) This family-run place is a great midrange deal in Palermo, especially because there’s a garden with small pool and asado area in back  plus a nice kitchen available for guests. The six rooms are simple but pleasant, and three share bathrooms. Located in an older house.

Gorriti 4290 guesthouse $$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4862-8300; www.gorriti4290.com.ar; Gorriti 4290; d AR$240-360; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) For an intimate stay, seek out this small, friendly spot. There are only four rooms (three with shared bathrooms) and all are simple yet comfortable, with quality beds and linens. The common area is interesting  there’s a catwalk above the dining room and a tiny rooftop patio. The owners live on site.

Akais Hostel hostel $$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4833-9518; www.akaishostel.tk; Costa Rica 4520; dm/r AR$110/320; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconwifipng]) The Akais is more like a tiny hotel. There are only two private rooms  one with private bathroom and the other with balcony  and two dorm rooms with six beds each. There isn’t really any indoor common area, but the awesome rooftop terrace with wood deck, bar area and views over Plaza Palermo Viejo make up for this. Great location; kitchen available.

Hostel Suites Palermo hostel $

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4773-0806; www.hostelsuites.com; Charcas 4752; dm AR$70-80, r AR$220-300; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) Good large hostel in a old mansion, best for quieter types. Nice rooftop terrace and lots of events offered, plus bike rental.

Kapaké Hostel hostel $

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4773-1150; www.kapake.com.ar; Paraguay 5570; dm AR$60, s/d AR$180/280; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) Small, slightly upscale hostel with modern common spaces and pleasant patio/rooftop terrace. Intimate, quiet and secure.

Palermo House Hostel hostel $

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4832-1815; www.palermohouse.com.ar; Thames 1754; dm AR$50-60, r AR$200-250; [image: iconaconpng][image: iconinternetpng][image: iconwifipng]) Hike upstairs to the 3rd floor, where everybody is hanging out in the reception-bar-kitchen-dining area. A bank of windows makes it bright, graffiti wall art makes it colorful and the metal deck offers fresh air. It’s a very casual, funky, dingy party-style hostel with four- to nine-bed dorms (some tight with three-tier bunks) and private rooms with high ceilings.

[image: categoryeatpng] Eating

Eating out in Buenos Aires is a gastronomical highlight. Not only are the typical parrillas (steak houses) a dime a dozen, but the city’s Palermo Viejo neighborhood boasts the most varied ethnic cuisine in the country. You can find Armenian, Brazilian, Mexican, Indian, Japanese, Southeast Asian and Middle Eastern cuisines  and even fusions of several. Most are acceptable and some are exceptional.

Microcentro eateries tend to cater to the business crowd, while nearby Puerto Madero is full of elegant and pricey restaurants. Congreso is pretty traditional cuisine-wise, except for its ‘Little Spain’ neighborhood. Recoleta is another expensive neighborhood with touristy but fun dining options on Roberto M Ortiz (near the cemetery). San Telmo keeps attracting more and more worthwhile restaurants.

Reservations are usually unnecessary except at the most popular restaurants  or if it’s the weekend. Except at five-star restaurants, wait staff provide simply adequate service  nothing fancy. Upscale restaurants charge a cubierto, a small cover charge for utensil use and bread. This doesn’t include the tip, which should be around 10%.

A thorough online review website for BA restaurants is www.guiaoleo.com (in Spanish); for good blogs in English there are www.saltshaker.net, www.thelostasian.com and www.pickupthefork.com.

If you just don’t feel like going out, check out www.buenosairesdelivery.com  food will be delivered straight to your hostel, hotel or home from one of dozens of restaurants, at no extra cost.


[image: dont-miss]



Top Four Closed-door Restaurants

Puertas Cerradas, or closed-door restaurants, offer an exclusive atmosphere as they’re located in the chef’s own homes. Expect communal tables, but don’t worry  your fellow diners are usually interesting. You’ll get the address after booking.

Casa Saltshaker (www.casasaltshaker.com) Sample the eclectic Mediterranean creations of chef Dan Perlman.

Casa Felix (www.colectivofelix.com) Diego Felix and Sanra Ritten s erve up a gourmet, fish-based menu, with vegetarian or vegan dishes upon request.

Cocina Sunae (www.cocinasunae.com) Chef Christina Sunae cooks up delicious  and at times spicy  Southeast Asian food.

Casa Mun (www.casamun.com) Very tasty Asian fusion dishes by Chef Mun, blending Japanese, Korean, Chinese and California styles.





Microcentro

Aldo’s Vinoteca Argentine $$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 5291-2380; Moreno 372; mains AR$40-70; [image: iconhourspng] breakfast, lunch & dinner) Located just under the Moreno Hotel, this restaurant/wine shop is an upscale eatery serving a small but tasty menu of meat and pasta dishes, all amidst walls lined with wine. What makes this place unique, however, is that the wine is sold at retail prices. This means you’re not getting a restaurant markup, thus making it easier to drink up the close-to-500 labels available.

Broccolino Italian $$$

Offline map Google map
 ([image: iconphonepng] 4322-7754; Esmeralda 776; mains AR$40-100; [image: iconhourspng] lunch & dinner) Pick from over 20 sauces (including squid ink!) for your pasta, with a choice of rigatoni, fusilli, pappardelle and all sorts of stuffed varieties. If you can’t decide on your topper, try the delicious Sicilian sauce (spicy red peppers, tomato and garlic) or the pesto with mushrooms and garlic. Portions are large and the bread homemade.

Granix Vegetarian $$

Offline map Google map
 ([image: iconphonepng] 4343-4020; Florida 165, 1st fl; all-you-can-eat AR$57; [image: iconhourspng] lunch Mon-Fri; [image: iconvegpng]) Stepping into this large, modern lacto-ovo-vegetarian eatery will make you wonder if porteños have had enough steak already. Pick from the many hot appetizers and mains; there’s also a great salad bar and plenty of desserts. It’s only open for weekday lunches, and located in a shopping mall. Take-out is available.

Parrilla al Carbón Parrilla $

Offline map Google map
 ([image: iconphonepng] 4328-0824; Lavalle 663; mains AR$20-50; [image: iconhourspng] lunch & dinner) Cheap parrilla at a small, discreet eatery on pedestrain Lavalle; it’s next to Balcarce cafe. Go for a quick choripan (sausage sandwich; AR$9) at the counter or, for more comfort and a better view of the TV, snag one of the few crowded tables and order a half-portion of the vacío (a chewy but tasty flank cut).

Puerto Madero

i Fresh Market International $$

Offline map Google map
 ([image: iconphonepng] 5775-0335; cnr Villaflor & Olga Cossettini; mains AR$40-50; [image: iconhourspng] breakfast, lunch & dinner) It’s not on the water, but a sidewalk table does just fine at this upscale cafe-restaurant. Choose a gourmet sandwich or salad, and be sure to peek at the luscious dessert case. Its sister restaurant, i Central Market Offline map Google map, is a few blocks away and much fancier.

La Parolaccia Trattoria Italian $$

Offline map Google map
 ([image: iconphonepng] 4343-1679; Av Alicia Moreau de Justo 1052; mains AR$50-76; [image: iconhourspng] lunch & dinner) This popular Italian eatery specializes in homemade pastas. Reserve one of the few tables with a water view, then enjoy penne with salmon, gorgonzola ravioli or cappelletti (a small stuffed pasta) in four cheeses. A nearby branch, La Parolaccia del Mare (Av Alicia Moreau de Justo 1170), specializes in seafood.

Siga la Vaca Buffet $$$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4315-6801; Av Alicia Moreau de Justo 1714; lunch AR$85-110, dinner AR$98-110; [image: iconhourspng] lunch & dinner) Only the truly hungry should set foot in this excellent all-you-can-stuff-in parrilla. Work your way from the appetizer salad bar to the grill, where the meat hangs out. Eat slowly and pace yourself, and you’ll only need to eat once that day. One drink and a dessert are included in the price, which varies depending on the meal and day.

Congreso

[image: ] Chan Chan Peruvian $

Offline map Google map
 ([image: iconphonepng] 4382-8492; Hipólito Yrigoyen 1390; mains AR$30-45; [image: iconhourspng] lunch & dinner Tue-Sun) A welcome newcomer to Congreso’s dining scene is this very popular and artsy Peruvian joint. Dishes range from duck to rabbit to lamb (don’t worry  no guinea pig), plus of course their delicious mixed ceviches and plenty of seafood choices. Try the chicha morada (a tasty corn-based fruity drink), or go for a pisco sour. Such reasonable prices mean there’s often a wait.

Chiquilín Parrilla $$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4373-5163; Sarmiento 1599; mains AR$43-70; [image: iconhourspng] lunch & dinner) Going strong for 85 years, Chiquilín is a large and comfortable restaurant with a classic atmosphere that adds a bit of personality (think ham legs hanging from the ceiling). The best food here is the parrilla and the pasta, though you’ll also find seafood, omelets and specialty salads, along with plenty of desserts. Open late.

Pizzería Güerrín Pizzeria $

Offline map Google map
 ([image: iconphonepng] 4371-8141; Av Corrientes 1368; slices AR$3.50-5, whole pizzas AR$36-50; [image: iconhourspng] 11am-1am Sun-Thu, till 2am Fri-Sat) Just point at a prebaked slice behind the glass counter and eat standing up with the rest of the guys. To be more civilized, sit down and order your pizza freshly baked  this way you’ll choose from a greater variety of toppings. Empanadas and plenty of desserts also available.

Plaza Asturias Spanish $$

Offline map Google map
 ([image: iconphonepng] 4382-7334; Av de Mayo 1199; mains AR$30-80; [image: iconhourspng] lunch & dinner) For authentic  or at least as authentic as you can get in Argentina  Spanish cuisine, this traditional and busy corner restaurant is your Mecca. Seafood casserole, Spanish-style octopus and paella Valenciana are popular choices, or try the roasted lamb or thick steak. Hanging hams and loud wait staff round out your experience; for a better deal, come at midday and order the set lunch.

San Telmo & Constitución

[image: ] Café San Juan International $$

Offline map Google map
 ([image: iconphonepng] 4300-1112; Av San Juan 450; mains AR$50-75; [image: iconhourspng] lunch & dinner Tue-Sun) Some of San Telmo’s best international cuisine can be found at this fine bistro, run by the now-famous but still-humble chef Leandro Cristobal. Meat lovers should order the spectacular ojo de bife (ribeye), but this is also a great spot to try seafood  it’s flown in daily from Patagonia. Reservations essential for dinner.

Amici Miei Italian $$

Offline map Google map
 ([image: iconphonepng] 4362-5562; Defensa 1072; mains AR$44-75; [image: iconhourspng] lunch & dinner Tue-Sat, lunch Sun) Try to get here early to snag one of the few two-person balcony tables overlooking Plaza Dorrego. Even if you don’t, the pappardelle with pork ragout or squash tortellini with almonds will still be a treat. Nonpasta specialties include fish and polenta dishes, all delicious.

Gran Parrilla del Plata Parrilla $$

Offline map Google map
 ([image: iconphonepng] 4300-8858; Chile 594; mains AR$43-65; [image: iconhourspng] lunch & dinner) There’s nothing too fancy at this traditional corner parrilla  just old-time atmosphere and generous portions of good grilled meats at decent prices. There are also pastas for that vegetarian who gets dragged along. Divided into two sections but they’re right next to each other.

Casal de Catalunya Spanish $$$

Offline map Google map
 ([image: iconphonepng] 4361-0191; Chacabuco 863; mains AR$65-90; [image: iconhourspng] lunch Tue-Sat, dinner daily) Unsurprisingly big on seafood, this excellent Catalan restaurant offers treats such as shrimp wrapped in bacon, seafood paella and rabbit with garlic mayonnaise. Try the house specialty, cochinillo (roasted pork), and don’t miss the luscious crema Catalana for dessert. Reserve on weekends.

Bar Plaza Dorrego Argentine $$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4361-0141; Defensa 1098; mains AR$30-64; [image: iconhourspng] 8am-2am Sun-Thu, to 4am Fri & Sat) You can’t beat the atmosphere at this traditional joint; sip your cortado (coffee with milk) by a picture window or sidewalk table and watch the world pass by. Meanwhile, traditionally suited waiters, tango music and scribbled graffiti on the counters take you back in time  if you can ignore the new Starbucks across the street.

Bar El Federal Argentine $$

Offline map Google map
 ([image: iconphonepng] 4300-4313; cnr Perú & Carlos Calvo; snacks AR$25-55; [image: iconhourspng] 8am-2am Sun-Thu, till 4am Fri & Sat) This historic, classic bar dates from 1864; check out the amazing counter area. The specialties here are sandwiches (especially turkey breast) and picadas (shared appetizer plates), but there are also burgers, pastas, omelets and desserts. Sidewalk tables are the perfect perch for you to watch San Telmo go by.

Mash International $$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 015-6829-6829; Mexico 518; mains AR$42-60; [image: iconhourspng] dinner Tue-Sat) Run by a rather eccentric gay Brit and his Argentine partner (who both ran eateries across Europe), this cozy restaurant-bar in San Telmo has a small menu but the dishes are exotic and tasty, ranging from Tandoori chicken to fajitas to Thai green curry to lamb rogan josh.

La Boca

[image: ] Il Matterello Italian $$

([image: iconphonepng] 4307-0529; Martín Rodríguez 517; mains AR$40-65; [image: iconhourspng] lunch Tue-Sun, dinner Tue-Sat) The food is sublime at this Genovese trattoria. Old family recipes include lasagne bolognese and tagliatelle alla rucola (tagliatelle with arugula). For a special treat, the house tortelli verde (small pasta pillows stuffed with cheese and garlic) is hard to beat  and the carbonara sauce is renowned.

El Samovar de Rasputín Argentine $

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4302-3190; De Valle Iberlucea 1251; mains AR$25-45; [image: iconhourspng] 10am-8pm Wed-Sun) On a warm summer day choose the street seating at this atmospheric old joint, which offers great people-watching opportunities. The food is nothing new  basic pasta, sandwiches, milanesas and parrilla  but on weekends there’s tango dancing and candombe (Latin American style of rhythmical drum music with African influences) drumming nearby.



Licking Your Way Through BA

Because of Argentina’s Italian heritage, Argentine helado is comparable to the best ice cream in the world. Amble into a heladería (ice-cream shop), order up a cone (pay first) and the creamy concoction will be artistically swept up into a mountainous peak. Important: granizado means with chocolate flakes.

Here are some of the tastiest heladerías in town:

Dylan Offline map Google map (Perú 1086, San Telmo)

Freddo Offline map Google map Barrio Norte (Av Santa Fe 1600); Palermo (Armenia 1618) Many branches; check www.freddo.com.ar

Heladería Cadore Offline map Google map (Av Corrientes 1695, Congreso)

Persicco Offline map Google map Las Cañitas (Migueletes 886); Palermo (cnr Honduras & Gurruchaga); Palermo (Salguero 2591)

Una Altra Volta Offline map Google map Palermo (Av del Libertador 3060); Recoleta (cnr Quintana & Ayacucho)

Vía Flaminia (Av Florida 121, Microcentro)

Veikko Offline map Google map (Chenaut 1790, Las Cañitas)





Retiro

Filo Italian $$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4311-0312; San Martín 975; mains AR$50-70, pizzas AR$40-60; [image: iconhourspng] lunch & dinner) Your choice is likely to be excellent at this artsy restaurant, as it does a great job on its 20 varieties of pizza and 10 kinds of salads (try the smoked salmon). Other tasty choices include panini, pasta and meats, along with a whirlwind of desserts.

Dadá International $$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4814-4787; San Martín 941; mains AR$39-64; [image: iconhourspng] noon-3am Mon-Sat) Tiny bohemian Dadá feels like a local neighborhood bar in Paris. Get cozy in a corner seat and order something savory off the menu, which offers creative meat, fish and pasta dishes. And don’t forget your cocktail; the bartenders at Dadá know how to mix a drink.

Gran Bar Danzón International $$$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4811-1108; Libertad 1161; mains AR$65-95; [image: iconhourspng] dinner) It’s hard to be hipper than this popular lounge bar-restaurant. A cool-looking conservation system makes it possible for many wines to be offered by the glass, one of which should go well with the pork ribs, duck confit or veal osso bucco. Lots of sushi options as well.

Sipan Peruvian $$$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4315-0763; Paraguay 624; mains AR$70-130; [image: iconhourspng] lunch & dinner Mon-Sat) Split the plates with a friend at this attractive Japanese-Peruvian restaurant  they’re meant to be shared. Both traditional and Asian-influenced creative dishes are available; try the popular ‘Sipan roll’ (with shrimp, crab, avocado and cream cheese) and one of the well-spiced ceviches.

Recoleta & Barrio Norte

[image: ] Oviedo Mediterranean $$$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4822-5415; Beruti 2602; mains AR$70-110; [image: iconhourspng] lunch & dinner) Chef Martin Rabaudino oversees one of the best kitchens in the city. This is a truly elegant place, with professional service and a classy atmosphere. Fish and meat dishes are the specialty; choose from tempting dishes such as the Kobe beef flank with French beans, trout fillet with mushrooms terrine, or Patagonian lamb. The wine list is excellent.

Natural Deli Cafe-deli $

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4822-1228; Laprida 1672; mains AR$40-48; [image: iconhourspng] 8am-midnight Mon-Sat, 9am-midnight Sun; [image: iconvegpng]) Modern, organic deli offering delicious natural foods. Choose from creative gourmet sandwiches and wraps, fresh salads or vegetarian tarts. You can add echinacea and ginseng to the healthy juices and licuados (blended fruit smoothie), and there’s even a small health food section. Another branch (Gorostiaga 1776) has a yoga and acupuncture studio.

Cumaná Argentine $

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4813-9207; Rodriguez Peña 1149; mains AR$27-32; [image: iconhourspng] lunch & dinner) Cumaná specializes in deliciously homey, stick-to-your-ribs cazuelas (pot stews), which are baked with squash, corn, potatoes and/or meats, among other tidbits. Also popular are the pizzas, empanadas, pastas and calzones. Come early if you want a table.

Rodi Bar Argentine $$

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4801-5230; Vicente López 1900; mains AR$35-88; [image: iconhourspng] 7am-2am Mon-Sat) A great option for well-priced, unpretentious food in upscale Recoleta. This traditional restaurant with fine old-world atmosphere and extensive menu offers something for everyone, from inexpensive combo plates to relatively unusual dishes such as marinated beef tongue.

Como en Casa Argentine $

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4816-5507; Riobamba 1239; mains AR$35-48; [image: iconhourspng] 8am-midnight Tue-Sat, 8am-8:30pm Sun & Mon) This gorgeous cafe-restaurant has an elegant atmosphere. It’s best feature is the shady patio, complete with large fountain and surrounded by grand buildings  a must on a warm day. A few dinner options available.

El Sanjuanino Argentine $

Offline map Google map
([image: iconphonepng] 4805-2683; Posadas 1515; mains AR$30-50; [image: iconhourspng] lunch & dinner) Some of the cheapest food in Recoleta, attracting both penny-pinching locals and thrifty tourists. Sit on the main floor or in the basement and order spicy empanadas, tamales or locro (a spicy stew), or take your food to go  Recoleta’s lovely parks are just a couple of blocks away.



Meatless in Buenos Aires

Argentine cuisine is internationally famous for its succulent grilled meats, but this doesn’t mean vegetarians  or even vegans  are completely out of luck.

Most restaurants, including parrillas, serve a few items acceptable to most vegetarians, such as green salads, omelets, pizza and pasta. Key words to beware of include carne (beef), pollo (chicken), cerdo (pork) and cordero (lamb). S in carne means ‘without meat’ and the phrase soy vegetariano/a (I’m a vegetarian) will come in handy when explaining to an Argentine why in the world you don’t eat their delicious steaks.

Close to the Microcentro there’s Granix (Click here) and Saatva Offline map Google map ([image: iconphonepng] 4374-5125; Montevideo 446; [image: iconhourspng] lunch Tue-Sun, dinner Sat & Sun). Pura Vida (Click here) has nutritious juice combinations plus a few veggie snacks, while Broccolino (Click here) specializes in pasta  it’s not meat-free, but there are many vegetarian choices.

The Palermo Viejo area has more upscale options, including Bio (Click here), Meraviglia (above) and Artemesia ([image: iconphonepng] 4776-5484; Gorriti 5996; [image: iconhourspng] lunch & dinner). La Esquina de las Flores Offline map Google map ([image: iconphonepng] 4832-8528; Gurruchaga 1630; [image: iconhourspng] 8:30am-8pm Mon-Fri, till 8:30pm Sat, 10am-6pm Sun) is a long-running veggie cafeteria/health shop.

Even raw foodists have an option: gourmet, vegan, raw-live food, organic when possible, delivered to your door. Check out www.cocinaverde.com.










End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   
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The Quebrada
de Humahuaca

The tortured rockscapes and
palette of mineral colors changing
through the day makes this arid
valley a highlight of the northwest.
Exploring the indigenous villages
and towns strung along it is a
delight.

Arange of excellent small hotels, stun-

ning landscapes, excursions and the
cactus-studded ruins of an indigenous for-
tress make this many travelers' favorite base
in the Quebrada

This small town is dominated by its

surrounding crags, which feature some
of the valley's most vibrant mineral colorings.
The focus of things here is the great artisan
market on the square.

This village has the region’s stand-

out church, a beautiful 17th-century
structure whose interior famously features
paintings of the main angels packing muzzle-
loading weaponry.

The valley's largest town has an

authentic feel and makes a good base
for the region. Picturesque cobbled streets,
fair-trade handerafts and typical northwest-
em dishes, such as locro or llama stew are
highlights

Along, rickety drive over a spectacu-

lar mountain pass, this remote village
preserves a traditional and indigenous feel
Surrounded by imposing cliffs and moun-
tains, it's a place whose slow pace obliges
you to step off the frenzied wheel for a day or
three.
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As Mendoza's wine industry grows
so does its sister industry of
wine tourism. These days it's not
whether you can do a wine tour,
but really which one and how.
‘There are options for every budget. If
itching your pesos, biking around
ft region is an excellent value
option, Wineries here are close together
and their tour prices are low, so you can
visit several in a day and taste some decent
wines without breaking the bank. The area
is also home to artisanal chocolate, olive
oil and deli goods. Be aware that this is
a very popular way to spend the day, and
some wineries will herd you through like
cattle to make space for the next group.
For more on the Maipti region, see p318.
1f you're not a cyclist but not ready to
commit to a full-on wine tour either, a
good middle option is the satellite town of
Lujan de Cuyo, 19km south of Mendoza.

Wine tasting. Mendoza

You can bus and taxi around the area with
a minimum of planning, hit three or four
wineries (after which the tours tend to get
alittle repetitive anyway) and be back in
Mendoza before nightfall. For more on the
Lujan de Cuyo area, see p316.

‘Those who can afford a little more and
are more interested in learning about
techniques in a more relaxed setting
should consider a tour with one of the
outfits listed on p306, You'l avoid the
crowds, and sometimes even get to meet
the winemakers. The gourmet Tunch and
top-shelf tastings that come with these
tours are additional draws. The gourmet
lunch at one of the wineries and top-shelf
tastings that come with these tours may tip
the scales, too. All the companies referred
to above can organize custom tours for the
serious connoisseur, designed to take in
the specific wineries, regions or even wines
that you are particularly interested in.

But if you have the time and money, the
best way to tour the region is strictly DIY.
Rent a car in Mendoza, buy one of the
winery maps on sale at every newsstand
and make your own itinerary. Make the






content/images/18a-bariloche-lake-district-arg-2.jpg





content/images/09-la-boca-arg8-map.png
LaBoca
A

@5
1 Av Juan de Garay
80

Av.Brasil

2Jedjeg

9O | Parque
- Av-Caseros: Lezama

uojo) ossed AV

Azara Exp'mozag

\Wences!a® \I'\\\a;xfaf\e

1@ TELMO The Center,

PUERTO
MADERO
Reserva
Ecolégica
Costanera Sur

considered
unsafe
for tourists

or tourists





content/images/16-pn-glaciers-arg8-map.png
4 km
2 miles

A

Cerro del Fraile ~

Loma Blanca 7 Refugvioﬁ\
(2218m) (} Los Troncos

A

=

g
Cerro S
Principal =
(2257m) -2
=

I

g

D

>

Cerro Eléctrico
(2182m) Laguna
A A Piedras 9

Cordén

Merconi o SR
Cerro Pier Giorgio

(2565m)

Cerro Fitz Roy
(3405m) SCampamento
Poincenot

Chorillo
del Salto

o
Y,
s
910puoy so ap u9P*O

Cerro Torre
(125m) Mirador Lc;{gyna \/Lagun_a
nde Maestri e \Cap .
Glaciar Gre! | Mirador
Laguna
Torre  /

& ~ @
(Bridwell) IPIZ) FitzRoy Y
A Offjce

Cerro Solo fo Tres Lagos
(22 1 Grokem;
/" El Calafate
A / (219km)
Loma del Pliegue /
Tumbado
(1298m)

Hielo Patagénice o
()

Torr
P: Nacional
A 5 Glactares €
Cerro Grande

Puerto Bahia ¢
Tinel






content/images/CEXCH5.jpg





content/images/02-climate-arg8-map.png
]

Desert, arid climate

Dry, arid climate

Warm to hot summers, mild winters
Warm to hot summers, cold winters
Cold, Polar climate





content/images/icon-bus.png





content/images/17-tierra-fuego-ag8-map.png
s N
el <
Estancia  punta I O estancia Monte
Laguna Kimiri Aike o Delgada Dinera
Blanca (] @
) Vitgar=s a0
San Gregorio &
Primerd
Seno Skyring @ Rio Verde Aty Cermo
Sombrero
Monumento e , Cabo
§ Nl i Espinilu Santo
¥ € Tsla Magdalena t
Pingtinera S
Otway € 9 |
Seino S i
Otway — 5 Tierra del
Arenas 5 Fuego | s
T H Sebasidn
4] Bahia | @ 2 ,I
Regerva Foresal Chiot | Porvenir Onaisin 2! ATLANTIC
agallanes ° Sebastian | y
Buhia H OCEAN
') Tniail |
Reserva Forsal CHILE  :
Peninsula  Laguna Parillar ° ,
ek Estancia
Brunswick Camerdn i Maria
Fuerte Bulnes €} Jin Grange de | Behety @ ©Rio Grande
Tiema del Fucgog
IR e TcEe Estancia José ©
4 Mengadez
Cabo Lago »
Pasa Rip
Froward Tola Lynch RER
Daison L Estanci
Tsla Viamonte =
Clarence &
Isla
S I ARGENTINA
Lago
Blanco !
' & @estancia Rolito
4 Estancia
| Tepi
Corgy i @ Tolhuin!
52 ParqueGlaciar  1Lugo Fagnano (Kamil
bz Naclonal Mafial” Aftos Pasgr Garthaldi
Tidma e del Valle )"
s del Fuégo
Guarderia Cerro
i e O og  OUT
Albetia de Agostni H Ushpaia Estantia
- ) S Harberton
stancia T
Yendeg: ° Puerto @y o
e o0 williams @ O Vil
Navaring "
Tsla Pucig e
sl Navaring 3 A
Beagle Ho Isla Nicva
Chasinel Sl
Isla
Lennox
PACIFIC € Poxaue Nacional
Cabo de Hornos
OCEAN
Cape Hom

(Cabo de Hornos)






content/images/bullet-d.png
&





content/images/31-2.jpg





content/images/bullet-1.png





content/images/bullet-5.png





content/images/14-mendoza-loc-arg8-map.png





content/images/11-foz-iguacu-arg8-map.png
Buses to

©6 @Argentina :

R Martins Pena

RRebolicas

Av Parana

- RXavier daSitva

R.RuiBarbasa

3
2
RS
3
m:
o
=
<
o

R Marechal Floriang
Santos Dumont

: o (hd
v Jorge Schlmmelpfeng

g Ami

To Tourist
Office (2.5km)






content/images/18-colonia-sacramento-arg8-map.png
Colonia del Sacramento ® 3
A

To Puerto Tranquilo (1km);

. Real de San Carlos (5km)
Feria i

Riode la Plata o Artesanal
. Daniel Fosalba

i
o
£

Vicente P.Garcia

Rivadavia

Camara
Hoteleray

Turfstica
[ ]

50 .
Rambla de las Americas

Plaza
25.de
26 Agosto

Virrey Cevallos

Av General Flores
eral Flores
\. Plazoleta San Av Gen

Martin %70\@%‘0 @28 i

(] de Portugal @
21 2 19
14 & S Plazade
‘B%Calle de f3pjy @ Armias
eQ @1
520 13 Plaza
2 57 Mayor 25 de
@@69\0" Museo }l/\/i

e e @Municipal Mayo <

i &
2

Ituzalngo
Alberto Mén

1&8-de Julio

Washington Barbo
(1}
5
Intendente Suarez

6
N
hal
5 Portén de :

Lob o
©2  Museo i Campo Mam?e\ obo M
o > Portugués (i ] :

Municipal
i3

o
% Faro
6,70 3e-SanPedro
by
es

; @
(X] Municipal =) : Office
17 Tourist Office Callg Odriozola

{@BIT Welcome Center

de San
Francisco

Bastion de 4
P H g To Ferry. Terminal (IOOm)' P

?a{n MAguel i : i Colonia Express (: IOOm)

LN g ; \Seacat (100m) 3






content/images/15-bariloche-arg8-map.png
400 m
0.2 miles

16 i
@

Av Juan Manuel de f'x’osas

Municipal
ffp o 31
@ Main
3de Mayo Ticket Office

Tourist Office
Nahuel Huapi
Local
& Bus Stops

22 @ ational Park Cficegy
e
ramento @27 B Stop

14Q 637 @ ClubAndino
@@ 0Eiarnochc-_'

38
Train Station (3km)

Emilio Frey






content/images/12-andean-loc-arg8-map.png





content/images/key-eat.png





content/images/126331661_14.jpg





content/images/15b-salta-and-andean-arg8-1.jpg
Iglesia San Francisco
landmark s topped by a






content/images/14a-iguzu-falls-color-arg8.indd-1.jpg





content/images/13a-pampas-atlantic-arg8-1.jpg
Staying on
an Estancia

One of the best ways to enjoy the open
spaces of the pampas is to visit an estancia
(ranch). Argentina’s late-19th-century belle
epoque saw wealthy families adorn their
ranches with lavish homes and gardens.
Those glorious days being long gone,
many of these establishments are now
open to tourists. The dia de campo - or
“day in the country - usually includes a
huge asado (barbecue grill) with drinks, a
tour of the historic home and use of the
cles and swimming
me places offer a show gauchesco
(gaucho show), featuring folk dances and
feats of horsemanship, while others host
polo matches. Estancias are a sustainable
tourism option, helping to preserve part
of the country's past while providing an
impressive guest-to-tree ratio. Most offer
overnight stays, which include meals and

All within a few hours of Buenos Aires:
» (2 4723-2880;
www_estancialosdoshermanos.com) Best
for horseback riding.

» (9 02221-481414;
www juangeronimo.com.ar) The place for
nature-lovers,

» (9] 02362-15-640866;
www.estancia-laoriental.com) Lovely
house and setting.

» () 02227-424404;
www.estanciacandelaria.com) Extravagant
French-style castle.

» () 4951-0638; www.
estancialamargarita.com) Unique, ‘self-
catering’ option.

» () 15-5111-8214; www.
guapapolo.com.ar) Learn to play polo.

For other areas, see

Asado (barbecue gril) 2. Gaucho 3. Musicians playing
tango 4. Drinking mate

:
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Patagonian
Wildlife

Thanks to deep ocean currents that
bring nutrients and abundant food,
the coast of southern Argentina
plays host to bountiful marine life.
To see them hunt, court, nest and
raise their young renews one's
sense of wonder along these lonely
Atlantic shores.

Magellanic Penguin
Adorable and thoroughly modern,
penguins co-parent after chicks hatch

in mid-November. See the action at Punta

Tombo, Ria Deseado and

Bahia Bustamante.

Southern Right Whale

Inspring, the shallow waters of Penin-
&i sula Valdés attract thousands of
these creatures to breed and bear young.

Commerson’s Dolphin
These small dolphins often join boaters
in play. See them all year at Playa Unién,

in Ria Deseado and Puerto

San Julian.

Southern Sea Lion

Found year-round along the southern
coast of Argentina, these burly swim-
mers feed on squid and the odd penguin

Killer Whale

To witness raw nature at work, visitors

flock to Punta Norte on Peninsula
Valdés, where these powerful creatures
almost beach themselves in the hunt for sea
lions, from mid-February to mid-April

Southern Elephant Seal

Consummate divers, these monsters
spend most of the year at sea. In austral
spring, spy on their breeding colony at Punta
Delgadaon Peninsula Valdés. Watch
for beachmasters ~ dominant males control-
ling harems of up to 100 females.

Clockwise from topleft
1. Magellanic penguins 2. Southern right whale
3.Commerson’s dolphin

uthern sea lion

]
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The Iguaza
Falls

sights on the planet than this
majestic array of cascades on the
border of Argentina and Brazil. Set
in luxurious tropical jungle, the falls
le, but provide a primal

never be forgotten.
Brazilian Side
Hit the Brazilian side first to appreciate
the wide panorama from its short viewing
path within a birdlife-rich national park. Cas-
cade after cascade is revealed, picturesquely

framed by tropical vegetation before you
end up below the impressive Salto Floriano.

Garganta del Diablo

The highlight of the falls is the ‘Devil's

Throat! Stroll out over the placid Iguazii
river before gazing in awe as it drops away
beneath you in a display of primitive sound
and fury that leaves you breathless.

Argentine Side
Two spectacular walkways, one high, one
low, get you in close to torrents of water
of extraordinary power. Expect awesome
photos, expect to get wet, and expect to be
exhilarated.

Boat Trips

Not wet enough yet? Then prepare to be

absolutely drenched. Zippy motorboats
take thrillseekers right in under one of the
biggest waterfalls on the Argentine side. More
sedate canoeing and rafting excursions are
also available on the Brazilian side

Jungle Trails
The waterfalls aren't the only thing on
offer. National parks on both sides of
the river offer various easy-to-medium trails
through the jungle that give great wildlife-
watching opportunities.

Clockwise from topleft
1. Foz dolguagu 2. Garganta del Diablo
3. Iguaz Falls
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The Legend
of Che

One of Cuba’s greatest revolutionary
heroes, in some ways even eclipsing Fidel
Castro himself, was an Argentine. Ernesto
Guevara, known by the common Argentine
interjection ‘che,” was born in Rosario in
1928 and spent his first years in Buenos
Aires. In 1932, after Guevara’s doctor
recommended a drier climate for his severe
asthma, Guevara’s parents moved to the
mountain resort of Alta Gracia.

He later studied medicine in the
and, in 1952, spent six months riding
a motorcycle around South America, a
journey that opened Guevara’s eyes to the
plight of South America’s poor. The journal
he kept during his trip hit bookstores
around the world and inspired the movie
The Motorcycle Diaries.

After his journey, Guevara traveled
to Central America, finally landing in
Mexico, where he met Fidel Castro and
other exiles. The small group sailed to
Cuba on a rickety old yacht and began the
revolution that overthrew Cuban dictator
Fulgencio Batista in 1959. Unfulfilled by
the bureaucratic task of building Cuban
socialism, Guevara tried, unsuccessfully, to
spread revolution in the Congo, Argentina
and finally Bolivia, where he was killed in
1967.

“Today Che is known less for his eloquent
witings and speeches than for his striking
black-and-white portrait as the beret-
wearing rebel - an image gracing everything
from T-shirts to CD covers - taken by
photojournalist Alberto Korda in 1960

In 1997, on the 30th anniversary of Che’s
death, the Argentine government issued a
postage stamp honoring Che’s Argentine
roots. You can take a look at the stamps
and other Che memorabilia by visiting Alta.
Gracia’s modest Museo Casa de Ernesto
Che Guevara (see), inaugurated on
June 14, 2001, on what would have been
Che's 73rd birthday.

pital

Postcards 2. Museo Casa de Ermesto Che Guevara,
Alta Gracia 3. Mural Plaza Dorrego.
SanTeimo Vi
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Tango ata
Milonga Today

Buenos Aires is full of milongas
(tango halls), from classic venues
with old-time atmosphere to hip
warehouse spaces where dancers
wear jeans - in other words,
there’s something for everyone.

At an established milonga, finding a good,
comparable partner involves many levels
of hidden codes, rules and signals that
dancers must follow. In fact, some men
will only proposition an unknown woman
after the second song, so as not to be stuck
with a bad dancer. After all, it's considered
polite to dance at least to the end of a set
(four songs) with any partner; if you are
given a curt ‘gracias’ after just one song,
consider yourself excused.

Your position in the area surrounding
the dance floor can be critical, Ideally, you
should sit where you have easy access to
the floor and to other dancers’ line of sight.
You may notice singles sitting in front,
while couples sit further back. Generally
couples are considered ‘untouchable’ - for
them to dance with others, they either
enter the room separately, or the man may
signal his intent by asking another woman
to the floor. Now ‘his’ woman becomes
available to others.

The cabeceo - the quick tilt of the head,
eye contact and uplifted eyebrows - can
happen from way across the room. The
woman to whom the cabeceo is directed
either nods yes and smiles, or pretends

MILONGAS

» Salon Canning
» Nifo Blen

» Gricel

» Confiterfa Ideal

For reviews on these milongas and more,
see

Clockwise from top left
1.Learning to dance the tango 2. Tango dancing at a
milonga

not to have noticed. If she says yes, the
man gets up and escorts her to the floor.
If you're at a milonga and don't want. to
dance with anyone, don't look around too
much - you could be breaking some hearts.

Don't be surprised to see different
milongas put on at a single venue,
depending on the time or day. Each
milonga can be run by a different
promoter, so each will have its own vibe,
style, music and table arrangement, as well
as age levels and experiences

For a long list of milongas and
instructors, see Www.caseronporteno.com;/
tangomap php. Or get a copy of Sally
Blake's practical guide Happy Tango:
Sallycat’s Guide to Dancing in Buenos
ires (www.sallycatway.com/happytango),
which has information on 7ilongas - how
to dress for them and act in them - plus
the inside scoop on the city’s tango scene.

Tango classes are often available in
the same venue as 7ilongas, in the
hours before they start. But you can find
them everywhere from youth hostels to
cultural centers - some are even included
free when you book a fancy tango show.
Tourist-oriented classes are often taught in

English.
So what is the appeal of the tango?
Experienced dancers will say that the rush
from a blissful tango-connection with
a stranger can lift you to exhilarating
heights. But the dance can also become
addictive — onee you have fallen for
the passion and beauty of the tango's
movements, you can spend your life trying
to attain a physical perfection that can
never be fully realized, The true tanguero
simply attempts to make the Journey as
graceful as possible.
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La Ruta de los
Siete Lagos

One Day by Car or Three
to Four Days by Bike

A spectacular road between

towering, snow-capped mountains,

crystal clear lakes and dense
pine forests, this is a 110km Lake
istrict classic. Bike it, drive it,
tour it or bus it — don't miss it.

» Leaving San Martin de los Andes you'll
pass the Mapuche town of Curruhuinca be-

fore coming to the lookout at Arroyo Partido

and the dark-blue Lago Machénico.

» Look for the turmoff to Lago Hermoso,
which is surrounded by mixed fiire, pehuén
and radale forests. Colored deer are com-
mon in this area.

» Next up is the Cascada Vullignanco, a
20m waterfall. About 2km beyond it, the
road runs between Lago Villarino and Lago
Falkner, which has a wide, sandy beach.

» Stop at the Lago Escondido, a beautiful
blue-green lake hidden in the pine forests
and take the side road to Lago Traful, a
popular camping and fishing spot.

» After 30km look for the Villa Traful (see)
turnoff — it's 27km from here to the

Clockwise from top

1. Wildflowers, Siete Lagos 2. Lago Espejo

3. Desert landscape, Seven Lakes region 4. San Martin
de los Andes

San Martin
L2800 0 delos Andes

ARGENTINA

Lago
Hermoso

Tago
Lago Machénico
Villarino.

Lo Escondido Gar = Lago Flkrer
OLago Traful

Lago Espejo

Lago
Correntoso

S0 O fa Necional \

Villa
Traful

Villa, down a good dirt road, passing scenic
lakeside bush campgrounds.

» Back on the main road, after 20km a
turnoff leads to Lago Espejo, an emerald-
green lake whose grassy banks make an
excellent campground.

» Continuing south, you'll catch glimpses.

of Lago Espejo Grande on the right through
the trees

» About Skm on, you'll see Lago Correntoso.
From there it's another 25km to Villa la
Angostura.

:
£
:
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most of your freedom by visiting the Valle
de Uco - home to some of the Mendoza
region's most cutting-edge wineries.

Its about 150km south of the city, but
there are plenty of wineries offering
accommodations and even specialty Wine
Lodges - you can stay out there and toodle
around to your hearts content. Be warned,
though, that Argentina has a zero-tolerance
law for driving under the influence - if
you ever were to get pulled over out on
one of those lonely country roads after a
heavy day in the tasting room you could
be in trouble. For more on the Valle de
Uco region, including wineries to visit and
places to stay, see

Above
Wine-tasting cycling tour, Mendoza

MENDOZA SHOPPING LIST
Spoiled for choice? Here are our top picks:

Reds

» Cavagnaro Malbec (AR$75)

» Kaiken Cabernet Savignon (AR$107)
» Salentein Primus Malbec (AR$200)
» Carinae Prestige Blend (AR$244)

Whites

» Angelica Zapata Chardonnay Alta
(AR$90)

» Terrazas de los Andes Tardio Petit
(AR$95)

» Tapiz Single Vineyard Sauvignon Blanc
(AR$55)

» Alta Vista Premium Torrontes (AR$50)

g
|
£
¢
i
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The Tango

The air hangs heavy, smoky and
dark. A lone woman, dressed in slit
skirt and high heels, sits at one
of the small tables surrounding a
wooden dance floor. She casually
looks around, in search of the
subtle signal. Her gaze sweeps
over several tables and suddenly
locks onto a stranger's eyes, and
there it is: the cabeceo a quick tilt
of his head. She briefly considers
the offer, then nods with a slight
smile. The man approaches her
and she rises to meet him, and
the new pair head out toward the
dance floor.

The tango hasn't always been quite so
mysterious, but it does have a long and
somewhat complex history. Though the
exact origins can’t be pinpointed, the
dance is thought to have started in Buenos
Aires in the 1880s. Legions of European
immigrants, mostly lower-class men,
arrived in the great village of Buenos
Aires to seek their fortunes. Missing their
motherlands and the women they left
behind. they sought out cafes and bordellos
1o ease the loneliness. Here the men
cavorted with waitresses and prostitutes,
creating a dance blending machismo,
passion and longing, with an almost
fighting edge to it.

Small musical ensembles were soon
brought in to accompany early tangos,
playing tunes influenced by pampas
milonga verse, Spanish and Italian
melodies and African candombe drums.
(The bandonetn, a small accordion, was
brought into these sessions and has
since become an inextricable part of the
tango orchestra.) Here the tango song
was also born. It summarized the new
urban experience for the immigrants
and was permeated with nostalgia for a
disappearing way of life. Themes ranged

Café Tortoni 2. M
Dancing the tango

0 Casa Carlos Gardel

from profound feelings about changing
neighborhoods to the figure of the mother,
male friendship and betrayal by women.
Sometimes, raunchy lyrics were added.
‘The perceived vulgarity of the dance was
deeply frowned upon by the reigning elites,
but it did manage to influence some brash
young members of the upper classes, who
took the novelty to Paris and created a
craze - a dance that became an acceptable
outlet for human desires, expressed on the
dance floors of elegant cabarets. The trend
spread around Europe and even to the
A. and 1913 was considered by some ‘the
vear of the tango. When the evolved dance
returned to Buenos Aires, now refined
and famous, the tango finally earned the
respectability it deserved. The golden years
of tango were just beginning.
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guide for your trip

Mobile Apps
Lonely Planet guides,
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A Taste of
Argentina

Argentines take barbecuing to
heights you cannot imagine. Their
pizzas vie with those of New York
and Naples. They make fabulous
wines. Mate, that iconic tea,
doubles as a social bond between
family and friends. And your taste
buds will sing as they sample
Argentina’s delectable ice cream.

Although most first-time mate drinkers

can barely choke the stuff down, this
strong green tea, sipped communally from a
gourd with afiltering metal straw, is a cultural
delight and social bonding experience.

Argentines have perfected the grilling of

their flavorful beef. At its best you'll slice
through the crispy, smoky and salted outer
layers to uncover the tender and tasty meat
within = and your mouth will love you

Step into one of Argentina’s ice creamer-

ies and your hardest task will be choos-
ing from dozens of flavors. The luscious treat
will be swirled into a peaked mountain with a
spoon stuck in the side — prepare for a sweet
adventure!

Exploring Argentina by the glass will

take you (and your palate) from the mal-
becs and cabernets of Mendoza to the crisp
torrontés of Cafayate, and to the succulent
syrahs of San Juan. A bottle a day — make
that your motto.

You'll find pizza and pasta everywhere in

Argentina and it'll make you wonder how
the locals can consume so much of the stuff.
When it's this consistently good, however,
you'll understand.

Mate 2. Beel 3. lce cream
Wine bottles, Mendoza

&)

i
{
3
;
i






content/images/bullet-k.png
(20]





content/images/17-pn-tierra-fuego-arg8-map.png
Parque Nacional Tierra del Fuego - Lapataia Sector

<J) Hito XXIV
3

"N

\Qemda Hito
XXV

m“\

Camping \\

Cerro El Lago Roca |}

Céndor A

|
l
|
|
[ a
I
!
|
l
|

Laguna
Cecili Isla El Salmén
ecilia , 1

I
Guarderia

Laguna
@ Fenocchio

/
Negrd Isla El )

Satronys Rio

Campij

L ag’;wﬁ?@ . N
~~Verde < o) N
Ly Guarderia ™\
Laguna Gampingllos Lapataia \
/Q/egr;' /\\ Cauguenes

TN Muelle

il : Puerto Arias

Diablito

Reserva
Natural
Estricta

i Puerto

ARGENTINA

=

Bahia
Lapataia

Parque Nacional
Tierra Del Fuego

Cascada
Rio Pipo

)

\
\ Camping
e Rio Pipo

¢
X3
S0
&/ Senda
Q¥ Pampa Alta

7
4
‘\@ Estacion del” |
\ Parque &

\

Laputaiv €9 Centro de Visitantes Alakush \
[~ Camping Las Bandyrrias Y

Camping
Fnsv/mrf:r - \
7O
T / Senda
Cerro Bellavista // Jetty \\ pale
/Buh[a Ensenad,
( Punta

Ital.
an Punta

Ishton

Caneto

Cerro
Francisco
Segui

"Ib,)

Estacion Cascada
e kLa Macarend

YN
. Estacién Fin del
“® Mundo

0}

Park
Entrance

A

Monte Susana
(502m)

a . Old Copper
Y Sy \inne
( Palestra

o)

il Luij ~

Bahia
Cucharita

Isla

Estorbo Beagle

Channel






content/images/33-language-arg83.jpg
ONINNINO % ONILY3 30V ONY1

Key Words Fruit & Vegetables
T A [ i
juosaulioilioinill o it
- s i
o R A oo s o
BE e e e
e e = e, B
(s (o momts |t miata romoiote
- e e — s
= B BB a7 = fae
E =2 & 28
B &5 & oy omaama
ot (warm)  caliente kariyants com cholo chokio
Knife. cuctito koochesyo cocumber  popino pepesno
sl P it
— e b am e

Bt e [ b e
- e i
e Mo s | B EE
et | i g M
Tt ot v —

el

Meat& Fish il o Bl o
e | o S
s R gew (edrgreen)  pimirto  peoryen o
- - = e ek, e,
T e i e e e
Sl i e Y
= = 2= -
= = = o W il
frul o T e oo
eLvoseo

Spanishin e R ds aPlata region iffers rom thatf Sain and th estof the
Americss, most notablynths ues of the formalform of you: Irstsad of s (e use
of ), Argetines commonly speal with voseo (1 useof os). areko from Ith-century.
Spanish rcuicing sightydifsren rammar_Allvrbs changs nspeling sirossand
pronunciaton.Examples of verbs snding i ar,-or and 4 ar given below - the  forme
‘areincluded o lustrate the contrast Imperative forms (ommands)sco e, but
nogativ imperatvesaroidentca ntteo and vosso.

T Spanich phvases i s chapter e the oo form. An Argentinsnitinga forsgnsr
0 addrcs himor herinformally il sy M podés utar (araly You can aderssa me.
Wi, evn though hey s the vos forms i subsequent comversaton.

Verb Tuteo Voseo
blr(epek) Youspask /Spesk TPl Voa i il
comen (st You et /st Ticomes./Com. Voscmss./iComs!

venie (e Yocoms ol Taviese /Went Vos e vt





content/images/18-montevideo-arg8-map.png
4km
2 miles

Montevideo ®

To Minas
(115km) s s

Mo e

e Carrasco
\ International
J Airport
3 ()

3
£
N
VRN N
To Colonia O i
=
)

+ Bafiadode |
. Carrasco @

Al
<
N

(170krm) 09"71« & y il lls iz Y —

LG Y Lo Parque Blands  Cr e Maldonado (120km);
o "%,,’; Prado 6 o [ Penta el Esie (125km;

S
/

L5 i )
Parque
&) # /”‘FD Roosevelt

< :

NS
» carrase® Portones
& (5) Shopping

S
2
i
°
Q
o,
w

£
3
T

(e]

Cerro de ¥

l(\i[gg:s;udeo Bahia de

vide sn 1res Cruces i
N Pargue Montevideo b %70,c°rd°n Shapping Centre Av ltalia
Carlos (0] Parque José ‘(\\o\'b
Vaz atllc y Ordéiicz @
Ferreira Tres Cruces Buceo
Bus Terminal Av Rivet® (@) Montevideo

" Pocitos /Shopping
Islz de  Parque
Palermo F\oresg Rodo Puerto del Buceo

Parqux? Punta @ Playa Pocitos
ROdG Carretas

) (3) Punta Carretas
Microcentro & Ciudad Teatro Shopping
Vieja Map del Verano

Feria de Tristdn
Narvaja

Punta
Brava






content/images/C5X077.jpg





content/images/15-pn-nahuel-haupi-arg8-map.png
Parque Nacional Nahuel Haupi

T4 Junin de los
hdes (41km)

ARGENTINA






content/images/21a-uruguay-arg8-2.jpg





content/images/3-1.jpg





content/images/key-drink.png





content/images/14-mendoza-cent-andes-arg8-map.png
SANTIAGO






content/images/19b-patagonia-arg8-2.jpg
Extreme
Patagonia

Over 130 years ago, Lady Florence
Dixie ditched high society to ride
horses across the Patagonian
steppe. Today, you can still fulfill a
dream of scaling unnamed peaks,
paddling beside sea lions or tracing
a glacier's edge.

Horseback Riding

Estancias (ranches;) remind us how

good it is to ride without fences, to feel
the heat of a campfire and sleep under the
stars.

Ice Climbing

Adrenaline, check. Near El Chaltén, eco-

camps help you tackle the surreal frozen
terrain in Parque Nacional Los Glaciares,
where good guiding services make it
accessible even to amateurs.

Glacier Trekking

More than a hike, it's a full-immersion
aesthetic experience. Strap on cram-
pons and explore these living sculptures in
Torres del Paine or Parque Nacional
Los Glaciares.

Diving
Clear waters, nearby shipwrecks and
[ cool marine life make Peninsula Valdés

the diving capital of Argentina, with
the best visibility in August.

Sea Kayaking
Paddle with penguins and Commerson’s
P dolphins in Ria Deseado and

Bahia Bustamante, or play alongside
sea lions near Peninsula Valdés.

Driving Ruta 40

> Watch herds of dusky guanaco, or the
slow approach of shimmering peaks.

The sky was never bluer or bigger than

on this remote road that flanks the

Andes, an icon of slow travel

Clockwise from topleft

1. Horseback riding, El Calafate 2. Rock climbing,
GerroFitz Roy 3. Glaciar Perito Moreno

4. Puerto Piramides
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Goingtoa
Fuatbol Game

In a land where Maradona is God,
going to see a fiitbol (soccer) game
can be a religious experience. The
superclasico between the Boca
Juniors and River Plate has been
called the number one sporting
event to see before you die, but
even the less-celebrated games will
give you insight into Argentina's
national passion.

Attending a regular match isn’t too
difficult. Keep an eye on the clubs’
websites, which inform when and where
tickets will be sold; often they're sold at
the stadium before the game. The price
for popular (bleachers) tickets run ARS
while platea (seats) are usually
50.

If you want to see a cldsico - a match
between two major teams - getting a ticket
will be much harder. Plus Boca doesn’t
even put tickets for its key matches on
sale; all tickets go to socios (members).
Instead, you're better off going with an
agency such as Tangol (see p69). Expect
to pay around AR$400 to AR$600 for a
cldsico, and AR$1200 for a supercldsico
(River-Boca). Not cheap, but it’s much
easier (and safer) getting a ticket this way;
fake tickets are common.

If you want to chance getting your own
iico ticket, however, you
ways look online at wwiw.buenosaires.
craigslistorg or www.mercadolibre.com.ar.
you're confident in your bargaining
skills, scalpers will always exist.

Dress down, and try to look inconspictious
when you go. Take only minimum cash
and keep your camera close. You probably
won't get in with water bottles, and food
and drink in the stadium is meager and
expensive. Arrive early to enjoy the insane
build-up to the game. Most importantly
don't wear the opposing tean’s colors.

Spectators, La Bombor

Maradona mural, Car
La Bombonera stadium

Buenos Aires has two-dozen professional
football teams ~ the most of any city in
the world. Here are some of them:

» (214362-2260; www.
bocajuniors.com.ar)

» (234789-1200; www.cariver
plate.com.ar)

» ([214229-8389; www.racingclub.
com)

» (914201-7634; www.

caindependiente.com)
» (24016~
2600; www.clubsanlorenzo.com.ar)
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Argentina’s
National Parks

Argentina's national and provincial
parks offer a huge variety, from
the sweltering tropics of Parque
Nacional Iguazii to the crashing
glaciers of Parque Nacional Los
Glaciares to the animal-rich coastal
waters of Reserva Faunistica
Peninsula Valdés.

Parque Nacional
Los Glaciares

The shining jewel of this parkis.

Perito Moreno Glacier. Constantly calving,
you're practically guaranteed to hear the
crack of huge ice chunks sheering off and
crashing into the water.

Reserva Provincial
Esteros del Ibera

Animallovers shouldn't miss this rela-
tively unspoiled reserve, which
teems with exotic creatures like capybaras,
black caimans, howler monkeys and count-
less species of birds.

Parque Nacional
Nahuel Huapi

One of Argentina’s largest and most
popular parks with scenic views,
gorgeous lakes, excellent hiking and world-

class skiing:

Parque Nacional Iguazi
Hundreds of thundering waterfalls com-
bine into an unbelievable sheet of water

stretching nearly 3km long, and falling up to

80m in gorgeous terraces.

Reserva Faunistica
Peninsula Valdés

Right whales, Commerson’s dolphins,

elephant seals and Magellanic penguins
all congregate in great numbers along the
shores of this protected reserve.

Clockwise from topleft
1. Glaciar Perito Moreno 2. Capybara
3. Parque Nacional Nahuel Huapi
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Mendoza’s
Wine

Since the Jesuits first planted
vines in northern Argentina more
than 500 years ago, Argentine
wine has gone from strength to
strength, and the country is now
recognized as one of the leading
international wine producers.

‘The first major improvement came with
the arrival of European immigrants in the
19th century. These folks brought varieties
from their home countries, replacing the
Jesuit’s criollo vines with ‘noble’ varieties
such as merlot and cabernet s

The new grapes brought a mini
increase in quality, but even so, Argentine
wine remained a very domestic product,
often to be enjoyed with a big blast of soda
1o take the edge off.

Then, as if from nowhere, Argentine
wines hit the world stage with a vengeance,
and these days a Mendoza merlot has
just as much Gf not more) cachet than a.
comparably priced Chilean red.

While the wineries have definitely
improved their marketing, in the end it
all comes down to quality - Argentine
wines are good and they just keep getting
better. One of the keys to successful wine
making is controlled irrigation. A big rain
before a harvest can spoil an entire crop,
something winemakers in the desertlike
Mendoza region don't have to worry about.
Nearly every drop of water is piped in, and
comes as beautiful fresh snowmelt from
the Andes.

Desert vineyards have another
advantage - the huge variation between
daytime and nighttime temperatures.
Warm days encourage sugar production
and help the grapes grow a nice thick
skin. Cool nights ensure good acidity levels
and low humidity means bugs and fungus
aren't a problem.

French oak barrels, Mendoza 2. Catena Zapana winery
Wine bottles, Mendoza

‘The techniques are improving, oo -
better hygiene standards, the further
replacement of old ‘criollo’ vines with
‘noble’ varieties such as malbec, cabernet
sauvignon, merlot and syrah, and the
practice of ageing wines in smaller oak
barrels (with a lifespan of a few years)
rather than large barrels (which would

be used for up to 70 years) have all had
positive effects.

And you can't talk about Argentine
wines without talking price-to-quality ratio.
‘The country’s economic crash in 2001 was
2 boon for exporters as prices plummeted
and overnight Argentine wine became a
highly competitive product. Land here is
(relatively) cheap and labor so inexpensive
that nearly every grape in the country is
d-picked, a claim that only top-end
wines in other countries can make.
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1. Centro Civico
Bariloche’s civic center
contains many log-and-stone
buildings,

2. Nahuel Huapi
Skiing over the snowy slopes
while looking down on the
lakes is one of the.
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Uruguay’s
Beaches

Stretching from Montevideo to
Brazil, 300km of beaches hug the
Rio de la Plata and the Atlantic
Ocean. Choose the style that suit:
from Punta del Este’s glitz to Cabo
Polonio’s rusticity.

Punta del Diablo

Punta del Diablois the end of
A theline. A few steps down the beach
and you're in Brazil, but most folks stay put,
seduced by waves, seafood shacks, beach
bonfires and the national park

Cabo Polonio

Its lighthouse beckoning from a lonely
point dotted with makeshift houses,

Cabo Poloniois a nature-lover's

dream. Getting here, on a pitching truck ride

through the dunes, is half the fun.

Punta del Este

The dividing line between the wild At-
lantic and the Rio de la Plata, Punta del

Este’s tidy peninsula full of highrises

and perfect beaches morphs annually from

sleepy beach town to summer playground for

South America’s ‘see-and-be-seen’ party set.

Piridpolis
Athrowback to the 1930s, Piridpolis
is about strolling the beachfront

promenade past the grand hotel, or surveying
the calm waters from the top of the chairlift.

LaPaloma

Grab an ice-cream and head for the

waves. Family-friendly La Paloma,
tucked behind a wall of sand dunes, s the very
picture of unadorned beachside fun.

LaPedrera

No view on Uruguay’s entire Atlantic
coast matches the wide-angle perspec-
tive from La Pedrera’s cliffs. Join the
surfers up top and contemplate your beach
options for the day.

Clockwise from topleft
Punta del Diablo 2. CaboPolorio
3.Playa Brava, Punta del Este:
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