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                Welcome to London
            

        

        
            
                One of the world’s most visited cities, London has something for everyone: from history to culture, art to architecture.
            

        

        
            Time Travel
        

        
            London is immersed in history. Not so much that it’s precious, but there’s sufficient antiquity and historic splendour (Tower of London, Westminster Abbey, Hampton Court) to blow you away. London’s buildings are eye-catching milestones in the city’s unique and compelling biography. There’s more than enough funky innovation (the Shard, the Aquatics Centre, the Gherkin) to put a crackle in the air, but it never drowns out London’s well-preserved, centuries-old narrative. Architectural grandeur rises up all around you in the West End, ancient remains dot the City and charming pubs punctuate the Thames riverside. Take your pick.
        

        
            Art & Culture
        

        
            A tireless innovator of art and culture, London’s a city of ideas and the imagination. British people are fiercely independent thinkers (and critics) so London’s creative milieu is naturally streaked with leftfield attitude, from theatrical innovation to contemporary art, pioneering music, writing and design. And that’s even truer in these testing recessionary times. The artistic bar has been nudged higher, the audience is more demanding and the Olympic Games are limbering up, so London is moving heaven and earth to entertain. Revel in the choice.
        

        
            Diversity
        

        
            English may be the national tongue, but over 300 languages shape London’s linguistic soundscape. These languages also represent cultures that season the culinary aromas on London’s streets, the clothing you glimpse and the music you hear. It can seem like the whole world has come to town. Museums, such as the British Museum and the Victoria & Albert Museum, have collections as diverse as they are magnificent, while flavours at markets such as Borough and Exmouth range across the gourmet spectrum. London’s diverse cultural dynamism makes it quite possibly the world’s most international city, while being somehow intrinsically British.
        

        
            A Tale of Two Cities
        

        
            London is as much about high-density, sight-packed exploration (the West End, South Bank, the City) and urban dynamism as it is about wide-open spaces and leafy escapes. Central London is where you will find all the major museums, galleries and most iconic sights, but escape to Hampstead Heath or Greenwich Park to flee the crowds and put the city’s greener hues into gorgeous perspective. Or venture even further out to Kew Gardens, Richmond or Hampton Court Palace for effortlessly good-looking panoramas of riverside London. 
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                Why I love London
            

            
                By Damian Harper
            

            
                Growing up in Notting Hill was fantastic but what truly made me adore London was living all around it. Many Londoners are defiantly local, but to me it’s not all about one area. It’s the pumping vitality that animates one part of the city and the leafy tranquillity of others. Much of London’s a whole mosaic of local histories and teasing them apart linguistically is magic. Take any name and see what you unearth: Aldwych (Auld-Wych – meaning the ‘Old Settlement’) is slap-bang in the centre of town and unsurprisingly the innocuous Holywell Lane in Shoreditch once bubbled over with sacred waters, while Chiswick was 
                    the
                 
                place to go for cheese.

            
                
                    For more about our authors, see Click here.
                
            

        

        
        
    

  
    
        
            
                London’s Top 16
            

        

        
            National Gallery (Click here)
        

        1This superlative collection of (largely pre-modern) art at the heart of London is one of the world’s largest and a roll-call of some of the world’s most outstanding artistic compositions. With highlights including work from Leonardo Da Vinci, Michelangelo, Gainsborough, Constable, Turner, Monet, Renoir and Van Gogh, it’s a bravura performance and one not to be missed. On-site restaurants and cafes are also exceptional, rounding out a terrific experience and putting the icing on an already eye-catching cake.

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            The West End
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            British Museum (Click here)
        

        2With five million visitors trooping through its doors annually, the British Museum in Bloomsbury is London’s most popular tourist attraction. A vast and hallowed collection of artefacts, art and age-old antiquity, you could spend a lifetime here and still make daily discoveries (admission is free, so you could just do that, if so inclined). Otherwise join everyone else on the highlights tours (or eyeOpener tours) for a précis of the museum’s treasures.

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            The West End
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            Tate Modern (Click here)
        

        3The favourite of Londoners (and, quite possibly, the world), this contemporary art collection enjoys a triumphant position right on the River Thames. Housed in the former Bankside Power Station, the Tate Modern is a vigorous statement of modernity, architectural renewal and accessibility. The permanent collection is free, but make sure you enter down the ramp into the Turbine Hall, where the gallery’s standout temporary exhibitions push the conceptual envelope and satisfy more cerebral art-hunters.

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            The South Bank
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            Tower of 
            London (Click here)
        

        4Few parts of the UK are as steeped in history or as impregnated with legend and superstition, as the titanic stonework of this fabulous fortress. A strong candidate for London’s Top Sight, not only is the tower an architectural odyssey but there’s also a diamond almost as big as the Ritz, free tours from its magnificently attired ‘beefeaters’, a dazzling array of armour and weaponry and a palpable sense of ancient history at every turn. Because there is simply so much to see, it’s well worth getting here early as you will need at least half a day of exploration (probably more). It’s definitely worth tagging along with one of the Yeoman Warders (beefeaters) on their fascinating and eye-opening tours.

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            The City
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            Sporting 
            London (Click here)
        

        5You may not land tickets to the FA Cup Final at Wembley Stadium or front-row seats for the men’s 100m finals at the Olympic Stadium, but there are plenty of ways to enjoy sport in London. Whether you find yourself watching first-round matches at Wimbledon, cheering runners at the London Marathon, hopping on a Barclay’s Bike to weave through the central London traffic or jogging around Battersea Park, there’s lots on offer. And why not check out the impressive new facilities in Olympic Park, which hosts the Olympic Stadium, the stunning Aquatics Centre and the cutting-edge Velodrome?
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            Sports & Activities
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            Natural History 
            Museum (Click here)
        

        6With its thunderous, animatronic Tyrannosaurus Rex, towering diplodocus skeleton, magical Wildlife Garden, outstanding Darwin Centre and architecture straight from a Gothic fairy tale, the Natural History Museum is quite simply a work of great curatorial imagination. Kids are the target audience but, when you look around, adults are equally mesmerised. Popular sleepovers in the museum have young ones snoozing alongside the diplodocus, while winter brings its own magic, as the glittering ice rink by the east lawn swarms with skaters.

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            Kensington & Hyde Park
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            National Maritime 
            Museum (Click here)
        

        7Exploring this shipshape museum is not just a first-rate lesson in England’s rich maritime traditions but also an occasion to come to Greenwich and soak up its manifold riverine charms. Due to be boosted in size with a new wing in 2012, the museum is an inspiring flick through the brine-soaked pages of English history, fashioning an absorbing experience from a dramatic and often violent seafaring chronicle. Kids are well catered for, with ample hands-on stuff to keep young salty sea dogs occupied.

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            Greenwich & South London
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            London Eye (Click here)
        

        8You may have eyed up London from altitude as you descended into Heathrow, but your pilot won’t have lingered over the supreme views of town that extend in every direction from London’s great riverside Ferris wheel. The queues move as slowly as the Eye rotates (there are ways to fast-track your way on), but that makes the occasion even more rewarding once you’ve lifted off and London unfurls beneath you. Avoiding grey days is the top tip – but with London’s notoriously overcast skies that may be a tall order. If you’ve only a few days in the capital, make this your first stop and you can at least say you’ve seen the sights.

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            The South Bank
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            Westminster Abbey (Click here)
        

        9Adorers of medieval ecclesiastic architecture will be in seventh heaven at this sublime abbey and hallowed place of coronation for England’s sovereigns. Within the Abbey, almost every nook and adorable cranny has a story attached to it but few sights in London are as beautiful, or as well preserved, as the Henry VII chapel. Elsewhere you will find the oldest door in the UK, Poet’s Corner, the Coronation Chair, 14th-century cloisters, a 900-year-old garden, royal sarcophagi and much more. Be warned that the crowds are almost as solid as the Abbey’s unshakeable stonework, so try to be as close to the front of the queue as you can first thing in the morning.

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            The West End
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            Hyde Park & Kensington Gardens (Click here 
            & Click here)
        

        10London’s urban parkland is virtually second to none and is the place to see locals at ease and in their element. Hyde Park alone ranges across a mighty 142 hectares; throw in Kensington Gardens and you have even more space to roam and everything you could want: a central London setting, a royal palace, extravagant Victoriana, boating opportunities, open-air concerts, an art gallery, magnificent trees and a thoughtful and tasteful granite memorial to Princess Diana.

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            Kensington & Hyde Park
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            Shakespeare’s Globe (Click here)
        

        11Few London experiences can beat a Bard’s eye view of the stage at the recreated Globe and it’s even more fun to get a ticket to stand (Elizabethan style) as one of the all-weather ‘groundlings’ (in the open-air yard before the stage, taking whatever the London skies deliver). But if you want a more comfortable perspective on Shakespeare, pay a bit more and grab one of the seats in the galleries. The theatre is a triumph of authenticity, right down to the nail-less construction, English oak beams, original joinery and thatching (sprinklers are a modern touch, as is the roar of overflying aircraft). If you’ve a soft spot for Shakespeare, architecture and the English climate, you’ll have an absolute ball.
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            The South Bank
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            Notting Hill Carnival (Click here)
        

        12Every August, trendy Notting Hill throws a big, long and loud party. Europe’s leading street festival is a vibrantly colourful three-day celebration of Afro-Caribbean music, culture and food. Over a million people visit every year, taking part in the celebrations, thronging the streets and letting their hair down. The festival is a must if you want a spirited glimpse of multicultural London and its cross-pollination of music, food, clothing, language and culture.
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            Notting Hill & West London
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            Victoria & Albert 
            Museum (Click here)
        

        13You could spend your entire London trip in this huge museum and still be astounded at its variety and depth. Located in stylish South Kensington, the world’s leading collection of decorative arts has something for everyone, from imposing 19th-century architecture to antique Chinese ceramics, Japanese armour, Islamic textiles, works by Raphael, a beautiful collection of jewellery and the revolutionary Sony Walkman (plus other modern design classics). And don’t overlook the fabulous architecture of the museum, another major attraction in itself.
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            Kensington & Hyde Park
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            Camden Town (Click here)
        

        14A foray into trendy North London is a crucial part of the London experience away from the central sights. Camden’s market – actually four markets in one great melange – may be a hectic and tourist-oriented attraction, but snacking on the go from the international food stalls is a great way to enjoy browsing the merchandise, while Camden’s terrific dining scene, throbbing nightlife and well-seasoned pub culture is well known to night owls citywide.
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            Hampstead & North London
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            London Pubs (Click here)
        

        15London minus its pubs would be like Paris sans cafes or Beijing shorn of its charming hutong. Pub culture is an indispensable element of London DNA and it’s the place to be if you want to see local people in their hop-scented element. Longer hours for many pubs have only cemented them as the cornerstone for a good night out across the capital. Once no-go zones for discerning foodies, pubs long ago upped their game: standout gastropubs now dot London’s culinary cosmos in highly tasty and appetising proportions, frequently putting top-tier restaurants to shame.
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            Drinking & Nightlife
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            Kew Gardens (Click here)
        

        16Where else in London can you size up an 18th-century 10-storey Chinese pagoda and a Japanese gateway while finding yourself among one of the world’s most outstanding botanical collections? Kew Gardens is loved by Londoners for its 19th-century palm house, Victorian glasshouses, conservatories, tree canopy walkway, architectural follies and mind-boggling plant variety. You’ll need a day to do it justice, but you could find yourself heading back for more.
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            Richmond, Kew & Hampton Court
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                What’s New
            

        

        
            Olympic Park
        

        
            Begun in 2008, the huge Olympic Park (Click here) in Stratford has seen the conversion of a neglected and forgotten part of East London into a shimmering sporting development for the 2012 Games and beyond. Standout design highlights include the stunning Aquatics Centre, the Olympic Stadium and the state-of-the-art Velodrome. The entire park will be rebranded the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park upon its reopening after the Games in 2013, in a bid to make the park a top destination for visitors and residents beyond the 2012 Games.
        

        
            Barclay’s Cycle Hire Scheme
        

        
            London’s enthusiastic, tousle-haired mayor Boris Johnson spearheaded this immensely popular bike-hire scheme, with the affectionately named ‘Boris bikes’ dotting the capital since 2010. All you need to hire a bike is your debit or credit card, a reasonably fit pair of legs and lungs, plus a basic sense of direction. There are over 400 well-marked docking stations (Click here) around London and short trips are free!
        

        
            Westfield Stratford City
        

        
            Europe’s largest urban shopping centre opened next to the Olympic Park in autumn 2011, with an astonishing 300 stores, 70 restaurants, a 17-screen cinema, three hotels, bowling alley and the UK’s largest casino.
        

        
            London Bridge Quarter Project
        

        
            In a costly development, London Bridge station and the surrounding district is receiving a facelift, including erection of the already iconic (yet incomplete at the time of writing) Shard (Click here), set to glitter high above South London in 2012.
        

        
            East London Line Extension
        

        
            Extensions to the East London Line now see stations in the southeast of London lashed onto the overground network and linked directly to Dalston Junction and Highbury & Islington. Visitors will enjoy a high-frequency service to sights in southeast London, such as the Horniman Museum and Crystal Palace Park plus the chance to rapidly shuttle between north and southeast London. A further extension from Surrey Quays to Clapham Junction will open in 2012.
        

        
            British Museum Extension
        

        
            The World Conservation and Exhibitions Centre is currently undergoing construction at the British Museum, with a late 2013 target completion date. The extension will house a new exhibition space plus conservation and science facilities.
        

        
            New Routemaster Buses
        

        
            Phased out (except for a few heritage routes) and sorely missed by both Londoners and visitors, London’s classic Routemaster buses (hop-on, hop-off double-decker buses) are being resurrected in a modern and more environmentally friendly guise. A fleet of buses is expected to be routemastering the capital’s streets from 2012.
        

        
            Leicester Square
        

        
            This famously underwhelming epicentral square has long punched way beneath its weight and is undergoing a revamp in preparation for a 2012 relaunch.
        

        
            [image: mouse-png]
            
                For more up-to-the-minute recommendations, see
                 
                    lonelyplanet.com/london
            
        

        
    

  
    
        
            
                Need to Know
            

        

        
            
                Currency

                Pound sterling (£).

                100 pence = £1.

            
                Language 

                English (and over 300 others).

            
                Visas 

                Not required for US, Canadian, Australian, New Zealand or South African visitors for stays up to six months. European Union nationals can stay indefinitely.

            
                Money 

                ATMs widespread. Major credit cards accepted everywhere.

            
                Mobile Phones 

                Buy local SIM cards for European and Australian phones, or a pay-as-you-go phone. Set other phones to international roaming.

            
                Time 

                London is on GMT; during British Summer Time (BST; late March to late October), London clocks are one hour ahead of GMT.

            
                Tourist information

                Britain Visitor Centre 
                    Offline map(
                
                
                
                
                    www.visitbritain.com; 1 Regent St SW1; 
                [image: iconhoursgif]
                
                    9.30am-6pm Mon, 9am-6pm Tue-Fri, 9am-4pm Sat, 10am-4pm Sun & bank holidays Sep-May, to 5pm Sat Jun-Sep; 
                [image: iconundergroundgif]
                
                    Piccadilly Circus) 
                can book accommodation.
            

        

        
            
                Your Daily Budget
            

            
                The following are average costs per day.
            

            
                Budget under £60
            

            »
                Dorm beds £10-30
            

            »
                Supermarkets, markets, lunchtime specials for food
            

            »
                Loads of free or cheap museums and sights (Click here)
            

            »
                Reduced-price standby tickets or bargain cinema tickets
            

            »
                Barclays Cycle Hire Scheme (Click here)
            

            
                Midrange £60-150
            

            »
                Double room £100
            

            »
                Two-course dinner with glass of wine £30
            

            »
                Theatre ticket £10-50
            

            
                Top End over £150
            

            »
                Four-star/boutique hotel room £200
            

            »
                Three-course dinner in top restaurant with wine £80-100
            

            »
                Black cab trips £30
            

            »
                Best-seats theatre 
                tickets £65

        

        
            
                Advance Planning
            

            
                
                    Three months
                 
                Book weekend performance of top shows; dinner bookings at renowned restaurants; book tickets for must-see exhibitions; book a room at a popular hotel.

            
                
                    One month
                 
                Check listings on entertainment sites such as www.timeout.com for fringe theatre, live music, festivals and book tickets.

            
                
                    A few days
                 
                Check the weather on www.tfl.gov.uk/weather.

            
                Websites
            

            
                
                    Lonely Planet
                 
                    (www.lonelyplanet.com/london
                
            

            
                
                    Visit London
                 
                    (www.visitlondon.com)
                
            

            
                
                    London Town
                 
                    (www.londontown.com)
            

            
                
                    Evening Standard
                 
                    (www.thisislondon.com)
                
            

            
                
                    Time Out
                
                 
                    (www.timeout.com/london)
            

            
                
                    Transport for London
                
                 
                    (www.tfl.gov.uk)
            

        

        
            
                When to Go
            

            
                Summer is peak season: days are long, festivals are afoot, but it’s busy and crowded; spring and autumn are cooler, but delightful. Winter is cold but quiet.
            

        
[image: weatherjpg]

        
        
            
                Arriving in London
            

            
                
                    Heathrow Airport
                 
                Trains, London Underground (tube) and buses to central London 5.25am to midnight (night buses run later) £5-17; taxi £45-65.

            
                
                    Gatwick Airport
                 
                Trains to central London 4.30am to 1.35am £7-18; buses run to central London hourly 6am to 9.45pm £7.50-10; taxi £90.

            
                
                    Stansted Airport
                 
                Trains run to central London 5.30am to around midnight £21. Buses to central London run round the clock £9-10.50; taxi £90.

            
                
                    Luton Airport
                 
                Trains run to central London 7am to 10pm £12.50. Buses run to central London round the clock £10-16; taxi £90.

            
                
                    London City Airport
                 
                Trains run to central London 5.30am to 12.30am Mon to Sat, 7am to 11.30pm Sunday; taxi £30.

            
                
                    St Pancras International Train Station
                 
                In Central London (for Eurostar train arrivals from Europe) and connected by many underground lines to other parts of the city.

        

        
            [image: Arrow Blue Lge]
            
                For much more on Arrival, 
                Click here.
            

        

        
            
                Getting Around
            

            
                Prepaid Oyster cards can be used across London’s transport network, offering the cheapest fares. Buy one (and top up) at most tube stations, most train stations and many newsagents.
            

            
                
                    Underground (tube)
                 
                The quickest way to get around; trains run 5.30am to 12.30am (7am to 11.30pm Sunday).

            
                
                    Bus
                 
                Slow going but ace views from double-deckers. Large number of night buses.

            
                
                    Train
                 
                Mostly useful for outlying areas such as Hampton Court and day trips (Click here).
            

            
                
                    Bicycle
                 
                The Barclays Cycle Hire Scheme (Click here) is excellent value, and free for short hops.
            

            
                
                    Taxi
                 
                Black cabs can be hailed on the street when the yellow light is lit.

            
                
                    Boat
                 
                Good for such destinations as Hampton Court Palace and Kew Gardens, but slow.

            
                
                    Walking
                 
                A lot of central sightseeing is best done on foot.

            
                
                    Car hire
                 
                It’s generally better to use a combination of the above; if you drive, beware the congestion charge (Click here).
            

        

        
          [image: Arrow Blue Lge]
            
                For much more on Getting Around, 
                Click here.
            

        

        
            
                Sleeping
            

            
                Hanging your hat in London can be expensive and as the city is busy at the best of times, you’ll need to book your room well in advance to secure your top choice.
            

            
                Decent, centrally located hostels are easy enough to find and also offer reasonably priced double rooms. Bed and breakfasts are a dependable and inexpensive, if rather simple, option. Hotels range from cheap, no-frills chains through boutique choices to luxury five-star historic hotels fit to sleep royalty.
            

            
                Websites
            

            
                For general traveller information on London and hotel bookings, try:
            

            »
                
                    Lonely Planet
                 
                    (www.lonelyplanet.com/london)
                 
                Destination information, hotel bookings, traveller forum and more.

            »
                
                    Visit London
                 
                    (www.visitlondon.com)
                 
                Wide range of accommodation options by area within town.

            »
                
                    London Town
                 
                    (www.londontown.com)
                 
                Great deals and special offers.
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                For much more on Sleeping, 
                Click here.
            

        

        
    

  
    
        
            
                Top Itineraries
            

        

        
            Day One
        

        
            The West End (Click here)
        

        [image: itinerary-morning-jpg]
            
            First stop, 
                Trafalgar Square
            
            for its architectural grandeur and photo-op views down Whitehall to 
                Big Ben
            
            . Art lovers will make an instant break for the 
                National Gallery
            
            while the 
                Houses of Parliament
            
            , 
                Westminster Abbey
            
            and 
                Buckingham Palace
            
            can all be reached on foot. If the sun’s out, seize a sandwich and race to the grass of leafy 
                St James’s Park
            
            .
        

        [image: Category Eat]
            
                
                    Lunch
                 
                National Dining Rooms (Click here) in the National Gallery: fantastic choice.
            

        

        
            South Bank (Click here)
        

        [image: itinerary-afternoon-jpg]
            
            Walk across Westminster Bridge to Waterloo and, with your pre-booked ticket for the 
                London Eye
            
            , enjoy a revolution in the city skies and astronomical views (if the weather’s clear). Sashay along the South Bank and head down the ramp into the bowels of the 
                Tate Modern
            
            for some grade-A art. Aim your camera at 
                St Paul’s Cathedral
            
            on the far side of the elegant 
                Millennium Bridge
            
            and don’t forget 
                Shakespeare’s Globe
            
            .
        

        [image: Category Eat]
            
                
                    Dinner
                 
                Skylon (Click here) for top views, but book well ahead.
            

        

        
            Southwark & South Bank (Click here)
        

        [image: itinerary-evening-jpg]
             
                Southwark Cathedral
            
            is well worth a gander and if 
                Borough Market
            
            ’s open, follow your nostrils to some fine snacking on the move. Take to the terrace of the 
                Anchor Bankside
            
            to sup on a post-dinner glass but have your camera primed again for the views. Alternatively, sink a drink in the historic 
                George Inn
            
            on Borough High St or have theatre tickets booked for the 
                Globe
            
            , the 
                National Theatre
            
            or the 
                Old Vic
            
            .
        

        

            Day Two
        

        
            The City (Click here)
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            London’s finance-driven Square Mile is home to the must-see sights of 
                St Paul’s Cathedral
            
            and the 
                Tower of London
            
            , both of which will require time. This is the oldest part of town, so there are plentiful churches and historic buildings, while innovative chunks of modern architecture also pierce the sky. Don’t overlook the 
                Museum of London
            
            if there’s time and, of course, views of iconic 
                Tower Bridge
             
            and the river.
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                    Lunch
                 
                The Restaurant at St Paul’s (Click here) is a handy choice.
            

        

        
            The West End (Click here)
        

        [image: itinerary-afternoon-jpg]
            
            Stand amid the swirling traffic at 
                Piccadilly Circus
            
            before exploring well-heeled Mayfair, bustling 
                Chinatown
            
            and historic 
                Soho
            
            , then head to 
                Covent Garden Piazza
            
            to watch the street performers and shop. Alternatively, save some calories for tackling the immensity of the 
                British Museum
            
            in Bloomsbury or window shop your way along Oxford Street to 
                Marble Arch
            
            and on into 
                Hyde Park
            
            .
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                    Dinner
                 
                Yauatcha (Click here) for excellent Chinese food.
            

        

        
            The West End (Click here)
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            Relax on the grass of 
                Green Park
            
            or 
                St James’s Park
            
            as lights prepare to sparkle across the West End. Squeeze into 
                French House
             
            for a quick pint, aim for one of the neighbourhood’s outstanding dining options and have theatre tickets booked way ahead for a hit musical in London’s ‘theatreland’.

        

            Day Three
        

        
            Kensington, Chelsea & Knightsbridge (Click here)
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            Make for South Kensington to explore the 
                Victoria & Albert Museum
            
            or the 
                Natural History Museum
            
            , before roaming around 
                Hyde Park
            
            and 
                Kensington Palace
            
            . Shop along Kensington High Street, the 
                King’s Road
            
            or head to Knightsbridge and get swept away by the crowds in 
                Harrods
            
            . For peace and quiet, head to the 
                Chelsea Physic Garden
            
            , a walled botanical haven near the 
                River Thames
            
            , or explore tranquil 
                Carlyle’s House
            
            . For full-on historic grandeur, take in 
                Apsley House
            
            .
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                    Lunch
                 
                Zuma (Click here) for top-notch Japanese cuisine.
            

        

        
            Clerkenwell, Shoreditch & Spitalfields (Click here)
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            Wander around 
                Georgian Spitalfields
            
            and explore the cultural diversity along 
                Brick Lane
            
            , size up contemporary art at the 
                White Cube Gallery
            
            and the intriguing interiors of the 
                Geffrye Museum
            
            before digging out some history at 
                St John’s Gate
            
            . For a quiet escape, hunt down the tombs and graves of the famous in 
                Bunhill Fields
            
            .
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                    Dinner
                 
                Moro (Click here) serves splendid North African–Spanish fusion food.
            

        

        
            North London (Click here)
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            For nightlife, head north – weekends, especially, are buzzing: head to Dalston for ultra-hip clubs, Camden for live music. You can find excellent gastropubs, pubs, bars and DJ bars right across the neighbourhood, but focal points are Hampstead, Islington, Camden and King’s Cross.

        

            Day Four
        

        
            Greenwich (Click here)
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            Greenwich’s architectural and maritime sights are world-renowned but there are also lovely village charms and some tremendous pubs, some of them right on the riverbank. Sights such as the 
                Royal Observatory
            
            , 
                National Maritime Museum
            
            and 
                Old Royal Naval College
             
            are near each other, so sightseeing can easily be done on foot.
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                    Lunch
                 
                The Old Brewery (Click here) is great for Modern British cuisine.
            

        

        
            Kew Gardens, Hampton Court Palace (Click here)
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            Choose between one of these two spectacular sights to flee urban London and swallow up an afternoon of sightseeing: 
                Hampton Court Palace
            
            for astonising Tudor brickwork and interiors, 
                Kew Gardens
             
            for a botanical wonderland, some magnificent Victorian glasshouse architecture and an 18th-century Chinese pagoda. Alternatively, head to Richmond for its leisurely riverside ambience and views.
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                    Dinner
                 
                Tatra (Click here) for classic Polish dishes.
            

        

        
            Notting Hill and West London (Click here)
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            Round off the day with a pint in the garden at the 
                Windsor Castle
            
            pub or another of the drinking houses between Kensington High Street and Notting Hill Gate. For something different, dress up and ascend to the nightclub in the 
                Kensington Roof Gardens
             
            – a club high above Kensington High St with half a hectare of gardens and four pink flamingos.

    

  
    
        
            
                If You Like...
            

        

        
            Art
        

        
            
                Tate Modern
             
            A breathtaking collection of modern and contemporary art in a power station setting right on South Bank (Click here).
        

        
            
                National Gallery
             
            Overdose on culture at this stupendous collection of more than 2000 pre-20th-century paintings housed in fabulous premises right at the heart of London (Click here).
        

        
            
                Tate Britain
             
            Works by JMW Turner are the standout pieces here, but this excellent museum has a sublime collection of pre-Raphaelite art and hosts the annual Turner Prize (Click here).
        

        
            
                Wallace Collection
             
            An astonishing treasure trove of art, furniture, porcelain and armour housed in a sublime Italianate mansion (Click here).
        

        
            
                National Portrait Gallery
             
            Celebrated British people creatively captured by equally famous artists over five hundred years (Click here).
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            Royalty
        

        
            
                Tower of London
             
            Castle, tower, prison, medieval execution site and home of the dazzling Crown Jewels (Click here).
        

        
            
                Buckingham Palace
             
            The Queen Mother of all London’s royal palaces, with lovely gardens and – the popular drawcard – Changing of the Guard (Click here).
        

        
            
                Hampton Court Palace
             
            Magnificent Tudor palace, located within beautiful grounds on the Thames (Click here).
        

        
            
                Kensington Palace
             
            Princess Diana’s former home, this stately (and recently restored) and stunning royal palace is the highlight of Kensington Gardens (Click here).
        

        
            
                St James’s Palace
             
            The official Tudor residence of English sovereigns for more than three hundred years (Click here).
        

        
            Views
        

        
            
                St Paul’s Cathedral
             
            Climb up into London’s largest ecclesiastical dome for gobsmacking views of town (Click here).
        

        
            
                London Eye
             
            For gently rotating, tip-top views of London – but choose a fair-weather day (Click here).
        

        
            
                Parliament Hill
             
            Skyscraping views across London from Hampstead Heath (Click here).
        

        
            
                Anchor Bankside
             
            Hop up to the terrace of this riverside pub for picture-postcard panoramas across the Thames (Click here).
        

        
            
                Trafalgar Square
             
            Take a long, long look down Whitehall to Big Ben (Click here).
        

        
            
                5th View
             
            Mouthwatering views of Westminster top the menu (Click here).
        

        
            
                Greenwich Park
             
            Clamber up to the statue of General Wolfe for superlative views (Click here).
        

        
            Parks & Gardens
        

        
            
                Hampstead Heath
             
            Woods, hills, meadows and top scenic views, all rolled into one sublime sprawl (Click here).
        

        
            
                Hyde Park
             
            Grand gardens, lovely lawns, a head-turning variety of trees and inviting expanses of greenery (Click here).
        

        
            
                Dulwich Park
             
            Hire one of the park’s low-slung bikes and cycle round this terrific area of grass and trees (Click here).
        

        
            
                Richmond Park
             
            Europe’s largest urban parkland has everything from herds of deer to tranquil pockets of woodland, seemingly infinite wild tracts and beautiful vistas (Click here).
        

        
            
                St James’s Park
             
            Feast on some sublime views in one of London’s most attractive royal parks (Click here).
        

        
            
                Kew Gardens
             
            A botanist’s paradise, a huge expanse of greenery and a great day out with the kids (Click here).
        

        
            
                Chelsea Physic Garden
             
            Tranquil and particularly tidy botanical enclave just a stone’s throw from the Thames (Click here).
        

        
            Animals & Wildlife
        

        
            
                London Zoo
             
            With a new tiger enclosure planned, this is one of the world’s oldest and most famous zoos (Click here).
        

        
            
                Natural History Museum
             
            An A–Z of the natural world displayed in an iconic chunk of South Kensington Victorian architecture (Click here).
        

        
            
                Sea Life London Aquarium
             
            Tremendous collection of creatures from the world’s saltwater depths on display next to the Thames (Click here).
        

        
            
                Horniman Museum
             
            Huge stuffed walrus, moon jellyfish, a swarm of bees, sumptuous gardens…and loads of kids (Click here).
        

        
            
                Mudchute Park & Farm
             
            Lovely city farm on the Isle of Dogs: cows, sheep and llamas with a Canary Wharf backdrop (Click here).
        

        
            
                Kensington Roof Gardens
             
            Not many rooftop bars come equipped with their own pink flamingos (Click here).
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                    For more top London spots, see
                
            

            »
                Museums & 
                Galleries (Click here)
            

            »
                Eating (Click here)
            

            »
                Drinking & 
                Nightlife (Click here)
            

            »
                Gay & Lesbian (Click here)
            

            »
                Entertainment (Click here)
            

            »
                Shopping (Click here)
            

            »
                Sports & Activities (Click here)
            

        

        
            Cemeteries
        

        
            
                Highgate Cemetery
             
            Gothic and sublimely overgrown 20-hectare Victorian place of the dead, including Karl Marx (Click here).
        

        
            
                Abney Park Cemetery
             
            Tangled with weeds, reclaimed by nature, with moments of magic (Click here).
        

        
            
                Brompton Cemetery
            
            Some of this cemetery’s dead found immortality in the names of Beatrix Potter’s animal 
            characters (Click here).
        

        
            
                Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park
             
            Another specialist in the wild and sublime Victorian ruin look (Click here).
        

        
            Squares
        

        
            
                Trafalgar Square
             
            London’s iconic central square, lorded over by Lord Nelson – and four magnificent felines (Click here).
        

        
            
                Soho Square
             
            Serene spot for a sandwich in the sun at the heart of the West End (Click here).
        

        
            
                Trinity Square Gardens
             
            Picturesque and well-tended one-time location of the notorious Tower Hill scaffold (Click here).
        

        
            
                Squares of Bloomsbury
             
            Elegant, historic and tranquil squares dotted around literary Bloomsbury (Click here).
        

        
            
                Covent Garden Piazza
             
            Fine-looking West End square originally laid out in the 17th century, and popular with street performers (Click here).
        

        
            Music
        

        
            
                Proud Camden
             
            Leading North London bar with foot-stomping live music and a superb terrace (Click here).
        

        
            
                Royal Albert Hall
             
            Venue of the proms and the UK’s most iconic concert venue (Click here).
        

        
            
                Fabric
             
            Three-floor first port of call for hip clubbers in town (Click here).
        

        
            
                Horniman Museum
             
            Eclectic Forest Hill museum with an astonishing exhibition of musical instruments and hands-on musical displays (Click here).
        

        
            
                606 Club
             
            Get into the subterranean swing of things at this atmospheric and world-famous jazz club (Click here).
        

        
            
                Royal Festival Hall
             
            Fantastic acoustics and an excellent program of music across the aural spectrum (Click here).
        

        
            
                Church Recitals
             
            Take a pew at one of the many free afternoon church recitals around town (Click here).
        

        
            Cultural Diversity
        

        
            
                Chinatown
             
            At the heart of London and the place to be for dim sum dining or the Chinese New Year (Click here).
        

        
            
                Brick Lane
             
            Take a wander and a gander and go shopping around this vibrant London outpost of the Bangladeshi community (Click here).
        

        
            
                Brixton Village
             
            Great dining and shopping converge in South London’s most famous multicultural neighbourhood (Click here).
        

        
            
                Kingsland Road 
            If Vietnamese cuisine is on your list, you can’t go wrong (Click here).
        

        
            
                Whitechapel Road
             
            Lively, vibrant and cacophonous tangle of cultures and languages (Click here).
        

        
            Rivers and Canals
        

        
            
                Regent’s Canal
             
            Amble along the historic trade route and take a shortcut across North London at the same time (Click here).
        

        
            
                Richmond
             
            Home to some spectacular views of the Thames with enchanting pastoral shade in Petersham Meadows (Click here).
        

        
            
                Greenwich
             
            Pop into a riverside pub and toast the fine views of the river with a pint (Click here).
        

        
            
                South Bank
             
            Hop on our South Bank Walk and walk from County Hall to City Hall past some outstanding waterside sights (Click here).
        

        
            
                Hampton Court Palace
             
            Take a riverboat up the Thames to Henry VIII’s spectacular palace (Click here).
        

        
            Village Charms
        

        
            
                Primrose Hill
             
            With lovely restaurants, boutiques and pubs, this North London village has genuine appeal (and celebrity-spotting ops) (Click here).
        

        
            
                Richmond
             
            Perhaps the archetypal London village, with village green, a river perspective, a fabulous bridge and gorgeous parkland. (Click here).
        

        
            
                Greenwich
             
            Beyond Greenwich’s stately sights, its back streets exude a village tempo, with rows of charming terraced two-floor cottages (Click here).
        

        
            
                Dulwich Village
             
            After viewing the Dulwich Picture Gallery, wander around Dulwich Village with its towering horse chestnut trees to experience some of London’s easy-going and tranquil charms (Click here).
        

        
            
                Wimbledon
             
            Well-heeled Wimbledon’s leafy atmosphere is the perfect antidote to central London’s urban density (Click here).
        

        
            
                Putney & Barnes
             
            Barnes is more village-like but parts of Putney are a joy as well (Click here).
        

        
            Walking
        

        
            
                Hampstead Heath
             
            Wild, hilly, carefree heathland and woodland with some excellent views from London’s highest open space (Click here).
        

        
            
                Regent’s Canal
             
            Take a canal-side hike across North London (Click here).
        

        
            
                South Bank
             
            Take our riverside walk from the County Hall to Tower Bridge (Click here).
        

        
            
                Putney to Barnes
             
            Amble along the delightful riverside on this do-able segment of the Thames Path (Click here).
        

        
            
                The West End
             
            Jump on our highlights tour from Covent Garden to Trafalgar Square (Click here).
        

        
            
                Wimbledon Common
             
            Follow nature trails or just branch off in any direction for woodland, heath, grassland and bracing exploration (Click here).
        

        
            Churches
        

        
            
                St Paul’s Cathedral
             
            Sir Christopher Wren’s 300-year old domed masterpiece and London’s most iconic historic church (Click here).
        

        
            
                Westminster Abbey
             
            Ancient and sublime site of coronation for English monarchs since William the Conqueror (Click here).
        

        
            
                Westminster Cathedral
             
            The gaunt interior sparkles fitfully with dazzling Byzantine mosaics (Click here).
        

        
            
                Brompton Oratory
             
            Sublime, incense-wreathed Catholic church in dapper Knightsbridge (Click here).
        

        
            
                Southwark Cathedral
             
            Rich in intriguing detail, from 12th-century remains to a fine Elizabethan sideboard (Click here).
        

        
            
                St James’s Piccadilly
             
            Another Wren church and home to an arts and crafts fair, music recitals and concerts (Click here).
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            Modern Architecture
        

        
            
                Aquatics Centre
             
            Striking and dramatic masterpiece of the Olympic Park (Click here).
        

        
            
                30 St Mary Axe
             
            Colloquially dubbed ‘the Gherkin’ and the city’s most iconic modern edifice (Click here).
        

        
            
                Shard
             
            A crystalline spike slowly forming over South Bank (Click here).
        

        
            
                Lloyd’s of London
             
            Richard Rogers’ inside-out London masterpiece (Click here).
        

        
            
                London Eye
             
            Unsurprisingly visible from many remote parts of town (Click here).
        

        
            
                City Hall
             
            Does it look like a woodlouse or Darth Vader’s helmet? Your call (Click here).
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                Month by Month
            

        

        
            
                Top Events
            

            
                
                    Notting Hill Carnival
                
                , August
            

            
                
                    Chelsea Flower Show
                
                , May
            

            
                
                    Trooping the Colour
                
                , June
            

            
                
                    Guy Fawkes Night
                
                , November
            

            
                
                    Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Championships
                
                , June
            

        

        
            January
        

        
            January in London kicks off with a big bang at midnight at the end of the year. London has yet to shake off winter, but the London Art Fair brings splashes of colour.
        

        
            [image: categoryfestivalgif] 
            New Year’s Celebration

        
            On 31 December, the famous countdown to midnight in Trafalgar Square is met with terrific fireworks and massive crowds.
        

        
            [image: categoryentertaingif] 
            London Art Fair

        
            Over 100 major galleries participate in this contemporary art fair (www.londonartfair.co.uk; Business Design Centre, Islington), now one of the largest in Europe, with thematic exhibitions, special events and the best emerging artists.

        
            [image: categoryfestivalgif] 
            London International Mime Festival

        
            Held in the last two weeks of January, this festival is a must for lovers of originality, playfulness, physical talent and the unexpected (www.mimefest.co.uk).
        

        
            February
        

        
            February is usually chilly, wet and even snow-encrusted, but spring may peek through. The Chinese New Year (Spring Festival) is fun, and Londoners lark about with pancakes on Shrove Tuesday.
        

        
            [image: categoryfestivalgif] 
            Chinese New Year

        
            In late January but usually early February, Chinatown fizzes, crackles and pops in this colourful street festival, which includes a Golden Dragon parade, eating and partying.
        

        
            [image: categoryentertaingif] 
            Pancake Races

        
            On Shrove Tuesday, in late February/early March, you can catch pancake races and associated silliness at various venues around town (Spitalfields Market, Covent Garden & Lincoln’s Inn Fields).
        

        
            March
        

        
            March sees spring in the London air and trees beginning to flower, most colourfully in parks and gardens (Click here). London is getting in the mood to head outdoors again.
        

        
            [image: categoryactivitiesgif] 
            Head of the River Race

        
            Some 400 crews take part in this colourful annual boat race (www.horr.co.uk) held over a 7km course on the Thames, from Mortlake to Putney.
        

        
            [image: categoryfestivalgif] 
            Kew Gardens Spring Festival

        
            For flower aficionados, this is the best time (continuing through April) to see Kew Gardens (Click here).
        

        
            [image: categoryfestivalgif] 
            St Patrick’s Day Parade & Festival

        
            Top festival for the Irish in London, held on the Sunday closest to 17 March, with a colourful parade through central London and other festivities in and around Trafalgar Square.
        

        
            April
        

        
            April sees London in bloom with warmer days and a spring in everyone’s step. Runners spill onto the streets for the London Marathon and some sights previously shut for winter reopen.
        

        
            [image: categoryactivitiesgif] 
            London Marathon

        
            Some 35,000 runners – most running for charity –
            pound London in one of the world’s biggest road races (www.virginlondonmarathon.com), heading from Greenwich Park to the Mall.

        
            [image: categoryactivitiesgif] 
            Oxford & Cambridge Boat Race

        
            Crowds line the banks of the Thames for the country’s two most famous universities going oar-to-oar from Putney to Mortlake. Dates vary, due to each university’s Easter breaks, so check the website (www.theboatrace.org).
        

        
            May
        

        
            A delightful time to be in London: days are warming up and Londoners begin to start lounging around in parks, popping sunshades on and enjoying bank holiday weekends.
        

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            Chelsea Flower Show

        
            The world’s most renowned horticultural event (www.rhs.org.uk) attracts the cream of London’s green-fingered and flower-mad gardeners.
        

        
            June
        

        
            The peak season begins with long, warm days, the arrival of Wimbledon and other alfresco events.
        

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            Royal Academy Summer Exhibition

        
            Beginning in June and
            running through August, this exhibition (www.royalacademy.org.uk) showcases works submitted by artists from all over Britain, distilled to a thousand or so pieces.

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            Trooping the Colour

        
            The Queen’s official birthday is celebrated with much flag-waving, parades, pageantry and noisy flyovers (www.trooping-the-colour.co.uk).
        

        
            [image: categoryactivitiesgif] 
            Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Championships

        
            For two weeks a year the quiet South London village of Wimbledon falls under a sporting spotlight as the world’s best tennis players gather to battle for the championship (www.wimbledon.com).

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            Open Garden Squares Weekend

        
            Over one weekend, more than 200 gardens (www.opensquares.org) in London that are usually inaccessible to the public fling open their gates for exploration.
        

        
            July
        

        
            July features the capital’s major gay parade, a host of outdoor festivities and the music calendar hits a high note with the Proms.
        

        
            [image: categoryfestivalgif] 
            Pride London

        
            The gay community paints the town pink in this annual extravaganza (www.pridelondon.org), featuring a morning parade and a huge afternoon event on Trafalgar Square (locations frequently change).
        

        
            [image: categoryentertaingif] 
            BBC Promenade Concert (the Proms)

        
            Two months of outstanding classical concerts (www.bbc.co.uk/proms) at various prestigious venues, centred on the Royal Albert Hall (Click here).
        

        
            August
        

        
            Schools have broken up for summer, families are holidaying and the hugely popular annual Caribbean carnival dances into Notting Hill.
        

        
            [image: categoryfestivalgif] 
            Notting Hill Carnival

        
            Europe’s biggest – and London’s most vibrant – outdoor carnival (www.thecarnival.tv) is a celebration of Caribbean London, featuring music, dancing and costumes over the summer bank holiday weekend.
        

        
            [image: categoryfestivalgif] 
            Great British Beer Festival

        
            Organised by CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale), this boozy festival (http://gbbf.camra.org.uk) cheerfully cracks open casks of ale from the UK and abroad at Earls Court Exhibition Centre.
        

        
            September
        

        
            The end of summer and start of autumn is a lovely time to be in town, with comedy festivals and a chance to look at London properties normally shut to the public.
        

        
            [image: categoryfestivalgif] 
            The Mayor’s Thames Festival

        
            Celebrating the River Thames, this cosmopolitan festival (www.thamesfestival.org) sees fairs, street theatre, music, food stalls, fireworks and river races culminating in the superb Night Procession.

        
            [image: categoryfestivalgif] 
            Greenwich Comedy Festival

        
            Bringing giggles to Greenwich over a week in early September.
        

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            London Open House

        
            For a weekend in late September, the public is invited in to see over 700 heritage buildings throughout the capital that are normally off-limits (www.londonopenhouse.org), Click here.
        

        
            [image: categoryactivitiesgif] 
            Great Gorilla Run

        
            It looks bananas, but this gorilla-costume charity run (www.greatgorillarun.org/london) along a 7km route from the City to Bankside and back again is all in aid of gorilla conservation.
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            October
        

        
            The weather is getting colder, the clocks go back an hour and London’s parkland is splashed with autumnal colours.
        

        
            [image: categoryfestivalgif] 
            Dance Umbrella

        
            London’s annual festival of contemporary dance (www.danceumbrella.co.uk) features five weeks of performances by British and international dance companies at venues across London.
        

        
            [image: categoryfestivalgif] 
            London Film Festival

        
            The city’s premier film event (www.lff.org.uk) attracts big overseas names and you can catch over 100 British and international films before their cinema release. Masterclasses are given by world-famous directors.
        

        
            November
        

        
            London nights are getting longer but they crackle with fireworks in the first week of November.
        

        
            [image: categoryentertaingif] 
            Guy Fawkes Night (Bonfire Night)

        
            Bonfire Night commemorates Guy Fawkes’ foiled attempt to blow up Parliament in 1605. Bonfires and fireworks light up the night on 5 November. Primrose Hill, Highbury Fields, Alexandra Palace, Clapham Common and Crystal Palace Park all have the best firework displays.
        

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            Lord Mayor’s Show

        
            In accordance with the Magna Carta of 1215, the newly elected Lord Mayor of the City of London travels in a state coach from Mansion House to the Royal Courts of Justice to take an oath of allegiance to the Crown. The floats, bands and fireworks that accompany the Mayor were added later (www.lordmayorsshow.org).
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            December
        

        
            London may see snow and a festive mood reigns as Christmas approaches and shops are dressed up to the nines.
        

        
            [image: categorysightsgif] 
            Lighting of the Christmas Tree & Lights

        
            A celebrity is normally carted in to switch on all the festive lights that line Oxford, Regent and Bond streets, and a towering Norwegian spruce is set up in Trafalgar Square.
        

        

    
        
        
            
                With Kids
            

        

        

            
                London is a fantastic place for children. The city’s museums will fascinate all ages, and you’ll find theatre, dance and music performances perfect for older kids. Playgrounds and parks, city farms and nature reserves are perfect for either toddler energy busting or relaxation.
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            Central London Kid Picks
        

        
            Hyde Park and St James’s Park
        

        
            Open spaces, playgrounds, water and wildlife. See 
            Click here 
            and Click here.
        

        
            West End
        

        
            Museum and gallery activities. See 
            Click here.
        

        
            Coram’s Fields
        

        
            Sand pits, swings, animals, and areas for all kinds of acrobatics. See www.coramsfields.org.

        
            Kensington Gardens
        

        
            A ship-shaped playground and wonderful paddling fountain. See 
            Click here.
        

        
            East London Kid Picks
        

        
            V&A Museum of Childhood
        

        
            Active and gregarious fun in the numerous play areas. See 
            Click here.
        

        
            Hackney City Farm
        

        
            Best combined with a nearby market (Columbia Rd or Broadway Market) for teens. See www.hackneycityfarm.co.uk.
        

        
            Mudchute City Farm
        

        
            The biggest city farm in town. See 
            Click here.
        

        
            South London Kid Picks
        

        
            Southbank Centre
        

        
            Car free and full of fun, music events at the Royal Festival Hall (Click here) for teens.
        

        
            Battersea Park
        

        
            Leafy and with its own zoo. See 
            Click here.
        

        
            Horniman Museum
        

        
            Has an array of free-to-touch objects, such as puppets and masks, and interactive exhibits in the Nature Base. The Music Gallery is a true highlight, with 1,600 instruments on display; not only can the little ones listen to the instruments’ sounds, they can also bash on a selection in the Hands On room. See www.horniman.ac.uk.

        
            Vauxhall City Farm
        

        
            Animal petting and picnicking on the grass. See 
            Click here.
        

        
            North London Kid Picks
        

        
            London Zoo
        

        
            Where the wild things are. See 
            Click here.
        

        
            Hampstead Heath
        

        
            The closest your child will get to a real forest within the city. See 
            Click here.
        

        
            Kentish Town City Farm
        

        
            A lovely place to get in touch with the gentle beasts. See www.ktcityfarm.org.uk.
        

        
            Best Museums
        

        
            London’s museums are anything if not child friendly. You’ll find storytelling at the National Gallery (three years and over; 
            Click here), arts and crafts workshops at the Victoria & Albert Museum (Click here), train-making workshops at the Transport Museum (Click here), tons of finger-painting opportunities at Tate Modern (Click here) and Tate Britain (Click here), or performance, art and crafts at Somerset House (Click here). And what’s better, they’re all free (check websites for details). You’ll also find that many arts and cultural festivals aimed at adults also cater to children – an example is the annual Opera Holland Park Opera (Click here) with its opera performances aimed at children.
        

        
            Get behind the wheel at the London Transport Museum
        

        
            Twenty of London Transport buses and trains are on display and available for touching, climbing on and general child-handling, while also providing valuable learning opportunities on the history of the development of London and its transport. There is a modest picnic area too. Check the website for workshop information. See 
            Click here.
        

        
            Meet the mummies at the British Museum
        

        
            London’s, and Britain’s, best museum has hours of fun for all the family, but plan your visit in advance since the place is vast. The mummies are always a favourite with children over three. See 
            Click here.
        

        
            Interact till you drop at the Science Museum
        

        
            This is the definitive children’s museum, with interactive displays, fascinating learning and educational displays, as well as a basement Garden play area. There are also great storytelling sessions and a fantastic cafe for families. See 
            Click here.
        

        
            
                Not for Parents
            

            
                For an insight into London aimed directly at kids, pick up a copy of Lonely Planet’s 
                    Not for Parents: London. 
                Perfect for children aged eight and up, it opens up a world of intriguing stories and fascinating facts about London’s people, places, history and culture.
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            Gawp at the dinosaurs at the Natural History Museum
        

        

            The weekend and half-term time queues attest to this museum’s immense popularity with families, thanks to its fascinating permanent display of around 70 million plant, animal, fossil, rock and mineral specimens, a Wildlife Garden, and the excellent temporary exhibitions, such as the 2011 ‘Age of the Dinosaur’, with life-size moving dinosaur animatronics. See 
            Click here.
        

        
            Museum Sleepovers
        

        
            What better fun than to spend the night curled up with the mummies (of the ancient kind) or next to a dinosaur’s paw?
        

        
            British Museum
        

        
            Bed down in the Egyptian and Mesopotamian galleries, but not before storytelling and activities relating to the museum’s current exhibitions. Excellent fun. Quarterly only. See 
            Click here.
        

        
            Natural History Museum
        

        
            Dino Snore in the grand Central Hall under the watchful eye of the 150-million-year-old Diplodocus, having first explored the museum’s darkest nooks and crannies with only a torch to light your way. See 
            Click here.
        

        
            Science Museum
        

        
            Running for nearly 20 years, this is the young Londoners’ favourite, with IMAX 3D film screenings and science workshops to lull you to sleep. See 
            Click here.
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            Museum Ice Skating
        

        
            In winter months (November to January), a section by the East Lawn of the Natural History Museum is transformed into a glittering and highly popular ice rink. Book your slot well ahead (www.ticketmaster.co.uk). See 
            Click here. 

        
            Eating with Kids
        

        
            OK, it’s not Italy, Spain or France in its uber-relaxed approach to small diners, but most of London’s restaurants and cafes are child friendly and offer baby-changing facilities and high chairs. Pick your places with some awareness – avoid high-end and more quiet, small restaurants and cafes if you have toddlers or small babies (and those with the ‘No Children’ signs on the doors!), and go for noisier restaurants and more relaxed cafes, and you’ll find that you’ll be welcomed and probably even given that hardest of London’s currencies to come by – a smile.
        

        
            London is a great opportunity for your kids to taste all the world’s cuisines in close proximity to each other, so pick from good- quality (and MSG-free) Chinese, to Italian, French, Mexican, Japanese and Indian restaurants. Many places have kids’ menus, but ask for smaller portions of adult dishes if your children have a more adventurous palatte; you’ll find that most places will be keen to oblige. Otherwise, kids’ menus range from the usual burgers, pastas (tomato/bolognese sauce), sausage and mash, and so on, and cost anything from £2.50 to £5.
        

        
            Best Kid-Friendly Eateries
        

        
            Cibo at Mamas & Papas
        

        
            Best for babies. See www.mamasandpapas.com.
        

        
            That Place on the Corner
        

        
            Great food and tons of workshops and classes and birthday party catering. See www.thatplaceonthecorner.co.uk.
        

        
            Huggle
        

        
            A chic cafe with workshops and a play area. See www.huggle.co.uk.
        

        
            Frizzante @ City Farm
        

        
            Great cafe (Click here) for a big lunch before or after animal sightings.
        

        
            
                Need To Know
            

            »
                Under-16s travel free on buses, under-11s travel free on the tube and under-5s go free on the trains.
            

            »
                Get a babysitter or nanny at Greatcare (www.greatcare.co.uk).
            

            »
                The best way to see London is to walk – public transport can be crowded and hot in the summer months.
            

            »
                If you are a new London resident, check your local council for information on child-friendly activities in your area.
            

        

        
            Parks & Playgrounds
        

        
            Great parks abound in London and, within them, an abundance of playgrounds and wildlife. Here are some favourites.
        

        
            St James’s Park
        

        
            Admiring the ducks and squirrels and watching the pelicans’ teatime is a must at St James’s Park (Click here), followed by running around the rocky playground and sandpit. Finish up with a break at Inn the Park.
        

        
            Coram’s Fields
        

        
            Almost three hectares of lawns, sandpit, shallow pool, animal yard, swings and other contraptions are all yours at Coram’s Fields, a local favourite.
        

        
            Hyde Park
        

        
            Row your boat on the Serpentine Lake or hire a pedalo and go out onto the water 
                en famille
            
            . You can also cycle (hire a ‘Boris bike’ in the park) and hit the ship-shaped playground at the Princess Diana Memorial, in Kensington Gardens. See 
            Click here.
        

        
            Battersea Park
        

        
            A leafy haven that contains its own zoo and provides some great playing opportunities. See 
            Click here.
        

        
            Regent’s Park
        

        
            A truly wonderful park (Click here), with lots of peaceful green spaces that your child can enliven – and it is home to London Zoo (Click here), which makes it cool without even trying.
        

        
            Off-Beat Activities
        

        
            If you’re a London resident, or if you’re just after a bit of off-beat fun for your children, take them to one of these courses:
        

        
            Children’s cookery classes
        

        
            Try 
                La Cucina Caldesi
              
                (www.caldesi.com)
            
            in Marylebone who aim their courses from six-year-olds to teens or 
                Kiddy Cook
              
                (www.kiddycook.co.uk)
             
            in Twickenham, who will let a two-year-old get busy with the raw ingredients.

        
            Circus skills
        

        
            Get those unicycling skills up to scratch at 
                Albert & Friends Instant Circus
              
                (www.albertandfriendsinstantcircus.co.uk; 3+)
            
            .
        

        
            Mushroom Hunting
        

        
            
                Fungi to be With
              
                (www.fungitobewith.org)
             
            mushroom hunting in Hampstead Heath, Epping Forest and Wimbledon Common.

        
            City Farms & Nature Reserves
        

        
            City kids need a daily, or at least weekly, fix of their animal buddies, and London obliges with the UK’s most diverse pick of the animal kingdom through its city farms, zoos and nature reserves.
        

        
            Freightliners City Farm
        

        
            A fantastic working 
                farm
              
                (www.freightlinersfarm.org.uk) 
            in the inner city that’s home to cows, sheep, pigs and Giant Flemmish rabbits. It’s also a community centre with an own-built cafe and opportunities to buy eggs and vegies grown on the farm.
        

        
            Hackney City Farm
        

        
            A retreat from the urbane East London surroundings, the 
                Hackney City Farm
              
                (www.hackneycityfarm.co.uk) 
            has goats, sheep, pigs and a donkey named Larry. It also has a vegetable and herb garden and sells eggs; the on-site Frizzante @City Farm (Click here) has won awards for its excellent food.
        

        
            Greenwich Peninsula Ecology Park
        

        
            The perfect place to meander on the marshland paths and bird watch. Lose yourself in nature in the midst of industrial London. See www.urbanecology.org.uk.
        

        
            Kentish Town City Farm
        

        
            London’s oldest city 
                farm
              
                (www.ktcityfarm.org.uk) 
            has been going since 1972 and was the example for the rest of the capital’s farms. Apart from petting the animals, kids can get involved in feeding and cleaning; there are popular pony-riding and pottery-throwing workshops too.
        

        
            Highgate Wood & Queen’s Wood
        

        
            Once part of the ancient Forest of Middlesex, 
                Highgate Wood
            Offline map Google map 
                (www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/openspaces) 
            is a huge woodland area that feels worlds away from the traffic-laden streets of London. The entire place is just heavenly for kids with its carefully thought-out playground and outdoor storytelling sessions and treasure hunts.
        

        
            Mudchute City Farm
        

        
            This is the largest city farm
             
            in town, though the view of the nearby Canary Wharf skyscrapers excludes the chance of the farm imagining itself to be a bucolic idyll. There’s a 9am duck walk and other daily activities, as well as a great picnic area. See 
            Click here.
        

        
            Epping Forest
        

        
            Twelve miles in length and nearly as many across, Epping Forest is popular for horse riding, cycling and walking, and is also the place to spot a grazing cow. Best for older kids and their families, and those keen on getting plenty of exercise.
        

        
        
        
    

  
    
        
        
            
                Like a Local
            

        

        
            
                Local life envelops you in London, but you might notice it only in snatches. Londoners know how to avoid the tourist crowds, so go where they go and be surprised. Locals wait till late-opening nights before slipping into museums or galleries; the sun pops out and they swarm to parks.
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            Drinking Like a Local
        

        
            The British and Londoners get bad press for binge drinking. But most drinking in London is actually warmly sociable, gregarious and harmless fun. Londoners drink at the ‘local’, shorthand for the ‘pub round the corner’. It’s a community mainstay and a local haven. Prices may be high but generosity is commonplace and drinkers always step up to buy the next round. Aim for pubs with a sense of quirky history and a great range of ales and you can’t go wrong. For more information on the London pub scene, 
            Click here.
        

        
            Dining Like a Local
        

        
            Londoners can be found queuing for seats or reserving tables at stylish restaurants across the city. As a rule of thumb, however, they’ll dine at their local fish and chip shop rather than trek across town, but once a week they’ll don their glad rags and blow their savings on a treat. You’ll find them stocking up at Borough Market (Click here) and other food markets, and picking up organic vegetables at farmers markets across town. But you’ll also find them piling on the peri-peri sauce at Nando’s, downing bowls of noodles at Wagamama or grabbing a sandwich from Marks & Spencer to sit out in Hyde Park. Sunday roast in a pub is a local weekend institution. For more information on eating out in London, 
            Click here.
        

        
            Shopping Like a Local
        

        
            They are on home turf, so Londoners know precisely where to shop. They’ll be in charity shops hunting for overlooked first editions and hard-to-find clothing, skimming market stalls for vintage togs off Brick Lane, browsing along Portobello Rd, rifling through Brixton Village or retreating to small, independent bookshops for peace, quiet and old-school service. But you’ll also find them in well-heeled Mayfair, bargain hunting along Kensington High St and Oxford St. For more information on shopping in London, 
            Click here.
        

        
            Taking to the Park
        

        
            Greenwich locals may have only a minute courtyard garden, but one of the largest parks in town is right on their doorstep. Some Richmond folk are in the same boat. Despite being urban creatures, Londoners have a very, very low tolerance for concrete compared to, say, the Chinese. They also have access to some of the world’s most beautiful urban parks and consequently are, more often than not, reading a book, playing football or simply chatting with friends on the grass. After, or during, a day of sightseeing, it can be the perfect way to recharge. For more on parks, see Click here.
        

        
            
                Need to Know
            

            
                Everyone’s getting about town on two wheels these days, so why not hop on a Barclay’s Bike (Click here): it’s fun, cheap, practical, definitively local and there are docking stations everywhere. All Londoners who travel by public transport invest in an Oyster card (Click here), which nets excellent discounts and avoids queues for tickets. On the buses, Routemaster heritage lines 9 and 15 are excellent for sightseeing, so grab a seat upstairs.
            

        

        
            Sightseeing Like a Local
        

        
            Londoners are habitually off the beaten track, taking the back route into their local park, exploring London’s wilder fringes or making short cuts like following Regent’s Canal (Click here) across North London. Go 
            exploring in London and see what you find. Many Londoners bide their time till late-night openings at museums (Click here), for less crowds and more space.
        

        
            Local Obsessions
        

        
            The Weather
        

        
            Londoners are highly skilled at meteorological conversations (talking about the weather), so if you don’t know what to chat about with a local, just chuck in the weather and watch the conversation blossom before your eyes. House prices, the chronic traffic and the National Health Service are other conversation-starters. Alternatively, there’s…
        

        
            Politics
        

        
            Traditional rabble-rousers, the British always talk about politics. Once their teeth are truly stuck in, they won’t let a political debate go; so if you like politics, you’ll find company. Head to Speakers’ Corner (Click here) to find out what bees are in whose bonnets.
        

        
            Postcodes
        

        
            The existential divide between North and South London remains as wide as ever. Londoners forget that exclusive areas such as Cheyne Row in Chelsea were once deeply uncool. Postcode vanity determines virtually everything in some Londoners’ lives – especially for the moneyed classes – serving as a kind of potted CV, burnished medal or unmentionable stigma. Some postcodes up their game (SE22, East Dulwich) to nurture cachet within just a few years, others are seemingly beyond help (Thornton Heath). And Londoners all know exactly what the latest developments are.
        

        
            Supper Clubs
        

        
            Always drawn to the experimental and novel, Londoners have taken to supper clubs. With everything from secret restaurants, underground eateries, dinner dates with films, themes and compulsory fancy dress, or rarely seen dishes from across the world; see http://supperclubfangroup.ning.com for leads and suggestions on how to locate a supper club near you. For more information 
            Click here.
        

        
    

  
    
        
        
            
                For Free
            

        

        
            
                London may be one of the world’s most expensive cities, but it won’t always cost the earth. Many sights and experiences are free, gratis, complimentary, thrown in or won’t cost you a penny (or very little). Become a London freeloader for the day and cash in on some tip-top freebies.
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            Free Sights
        

        
            Houses of Parliament
        

        
            When parliament is in session, it’s free to attend and watch UK parliamentary democracy in action.
        

        
            Changing of the Guard
        

        
            London’s most famous open-air freebie, the Changing of the Guard at Buckingham Palace takes place at 11.30am from May to July (alternate days, weather permitting, August to March). Grab your spot early. Alternatively, catch the changing of the mounted guard at Horse Guard’s Parade at 11am (10am on Sundays).
        

        
            Daily Unlocking of the Tower of London
        

        
            Daily ritual performed at the Tower at 9am (10am on Sundays). The more elaborate evening Ceremony of the Keys (Click here) is also free, but you’ll have to apply in writing well in advance.
        

        
            Free Museums & Galleries
        

        
            All state-funded museums and galleries are free, as long as you avoid the temporary exhibitions. Many of them are in the West End (Click here).
        

        
            Victoria & Albert Museum
        

        
            The spectacular V & A can easily consume a day of totally complimentary exploration.
        

        
            National Gallery
        

        
            The Trafalgar Square corner shops charge a king’s ransom but this magnificent art collection is totally on the house.
        

        
            Tate Modern
        

        
            The art here may have a combined value larger than the GDP of a small nation, but it won’t cost you a penny.
        

        
            Free Guided Tours
        

        
            Some museums, galleries and churches, such as the National Gallery, the Tate Britain, Brompton Cemetery (Click here) and All Hallows-by-the-Tower (Click here), offer free guided tours (on top of free admission). Other attractions (such as the Churchill War Rooms) or St Paul’s Cathedral offer free audioguides, but general admission might not be free. A number of attractions, such as the Courtauld Gallery (Click here) and the Natural History Museum, host free talks and lectures.
        

        
            Free Buildings
        

        
            For one weekend in September, London Open House (Click here) opens the front doors to over 700 private buildings for free.
        

        
            Walking in London
        

        
            Walking around town is possibly the best way to get a sense of the city and its history. Several of the neighbourhood chapters in this book include inspiring walks within that area of London. Check out London Footprints (www.london-footprints.co.uk) for further excellent London walks.
        

        
            Shopping
        

        
            At Borough Market (Click here), you’ll be offered loads of free spanles to gnaw while you’re browsing. Wedge Card (www.wedgecard.co.uk; per card £10) encourages people to shop locally by giving them a discount in shops that have signed up to the scheme.
        

        
            Picnicking in Hyde Park
        

        
            Few pastimes can beat lying around on the grass or hurling a Frisbee in one of London’s parks. And the alfresco views are five-star.
        

        
            Low-Cost Transport
        

        
            Bikes from Barclay’s Cycle Hire Scheme (Click here) are free for the first 30 minutes. Use a one-day Travel Card or an Oyster Card to travel as much as you can on London Transport.
        

        
            
                Need to Know
            

            »
                
                    Websites
                
                Click on London for Free 
                    (www.londonforfree.net)
                
                .
            

            »
                
                    Discount Cards
                 
                The London Pass (www.londonpass.com; from £16 per day; Click here) can be a good investment.
            

            »
                
                    Wi-fi Access
                 
                Many cafes offer free wi-fi to customers (Click here).
            

            »
                
                    Newspapers
                 
                The
                    Evening Standard 
                and 
                    Metro 
                are both free.
            

            »
                
                    Children
                 
                Under-16s travel free on buses, under-11s travel free on the tube, under-5s go free on the trains.

        

        
            Free Music
        

        
            Free gigs and music events take place all the time: in pubs, bars and churches.
        

        
            Notting Hill Arts Club
        

        
            Rough Trade’s free showcase of live indie bands between 4pm and 8pm on Saturdays.
        

        
            St Martin-in-the-Fields
        

        
            This magnificent church hosts free lunchtime concerts at 1pm on Monday, Tuesday and Friday.
        

        
            St James’s Piccadilly
        

        
            Free 50-minute lunchtime recitals (suggested donation) on Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 1.10pm.
        

        
            St Giles-in-the-Fields
        

        
            Free 40-minute recitals held every Friday at 1.10pm.
        

        
            Free Films
        

        
            Snoop around and you’ll find pubs and cafes showing free films – although they’d expect you to buy a drink perhaps.
        

        
            Garrison Public House
        

        
            Free films every Sunday at 7pm in its basement cinema.
        

        
            Scootercaffe
        

        
            Free films every other Sunday.
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                Museums & Galleries
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                London’s museums and galleries top the list of the city’s must-see attractions and not just for rainy days that frequently send locals scurrying for cover. Some of London’s museums and galleries display incomparable collections that make them acknowledged leaders in their field. A big constellation of top-name museums awaits in South Kensington, and there is a similar concentration in the West End.
            

        

        
            The Big Hitters
        

        
            London’s most famous museums are all central, easy to get to and free to enter. Right at the heart of town, the National Gallery on Trafalgar Square displays masterpieces of Western European art from the 13th to the 19th centuries, ranging from Leonardo da Vinci to Turner and Monet. Right next door, the National Portrait Gallery celebrates famous British faces through a staggering collection of 160,000 paintings, sculptures and photographs from the 16th century to the present day. A short tube or bus trip north is the British Museum in Bloomsbury, housing an astonishing collection of antiquities. Affluent South Kensington is the home of three of London’s leading museums, the Victoria & Albert Museum, with its vast range of historical exhibits from the decorative arts, and the kid-friendly Natural History Museum and Science Museum. Modern and contemporary art lovers will enjoy the Tate Modern on the South Bank, linked by boat to its sister museum across the Thames, the Tate Britain, venue of the annual Turner Prize and home to artworks across the centuries, including Constable, Turner, the Pre- 
            Raphaelites and Francis Bacon.
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            Art Galleries
        

        
            London’s vibrant creative faculty and artistic scene finds expression in galleries across the city. Despite these challenging financial times, art remains a major cultural commodity and can be viewed and snapped up, as well as admired, in many London neighbourhoods. Mayfair has long been strong on private galleries in the more highbrow, traditional schools of painting, while more contemporary art finds its way into Spitalfields and Hoxton.
        

        
            Museums at Night
        

        
            Many museums open late once or twice a week, but several museums organise special nocturnal events to extend their range of activities and to present the collection in a different mood. It’s often worth hopping onto a museum’s website to see what activities it has. Some museums arrange night events only once a year, in May.
        

        
            Museums with special nocturnal events or late-night opening hours include the following:
        

        
            
                Sir John Soane’s Museum
            Offline map Google map 
            (Click here) Evenings of the first Tuesday of each month are illuminated by candlelight, so the atmosphere is even more magical (very popular, so there are always long queues).
        

        
            
                National Portrait Gallery
            Offline map Google map 
            (Click here) Open till 9pm Thursday and Friday.
        

        
            
                Tate Modern
            Offline map Google map 
            (Click here) Open till 10pm Friday and Saturday.
        

        
            
                Tate Britain
            Offline map Google map 
            (Click here) Open till 10pm on first Friday of the month.
        

        
            
                British Museum
            Offline map Google map 
            (Click here) Open till 8.30pm on Friday.
        

        
            
                Science Museum Offline map Google map
            (Click here) Open till 7pm during school holidays.
        

        
            
                Natural History Museum
            Offline map Google map 
            (Click here) Organises night safaris and sleepovers (Click here).
        

        
            
                Horniman Museum
              
            (Click here) Sleepovers (with the walrus).
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            Courses, Talks & Lectures
        

        
            Museums and galleries are excellent places to pick up specialist skills from qualified experts in their field. If you’d like to learn a new skill, brush up on an old one, or attend a fascinating lecture, there are many to choose from. Here are just a few:
        

        
            
                Dulwich Picture Gallery
              
            (Click here) Art classes for adults and children at all levels, holiday workshops, creative workshops, architecture education classes and three-day summer courses.
        

        
            
                National Gallery
            Offline map Google map 
            (Click here) Hosts a variety of art-themed talks, lectures and free drawing sessions, plus school holiday activities; some free.
        

        
            
                National Portrait Gallery
            Offline map Google map 
            (Click here) Range of art-centred activities, workshops, drop-in drawing sessions and talks; some free.
        

        
            
                Tate Modern
            Offline map Google map 
            (Click here) A whole range of fascinating workshops, classes and talks, plus online art courses; some free.
        

        
            
                British Museum
            Offline map Google map 
            (Click here) Range of activities, study days, workshops and short courses.
        

        
            
                Tate Britain
            Offline map Google map 
            (Click here) Art courses (including introduction to drawing), workshops, talks and discussions.
        

        
            
                Victoria & Albert Museum
            Offline map Google map 
            (Click here) Workshops, classes, lectures and more.
        

        
            Specialist Museums
        

        
            Whether you’ve a penchant for fans, toys, design, cartoons, London transport or ancient surgical techniques, you’ll find museums throughout the city with their own niche collections. Even for nonspecialists these museums can be fascinating to browse and share the enthusiasm the curators instil in their collections. Most are centrally located and easy to reach, while others are worth a special trip to get to as they are frequently one of many sights in a particular part of London. See 
            Click here.
        

        
                
                    Need to Know
                

                
                    Tickets
                

                »
                    National museum collections (eg British Museum, National Gallery, Victoria & Albert Museum) are free, except for temporary exhibitions.
                

                »
                    Smaller museums will charge an entrance fee, typically around £5.
                

                »
                    Private galleries are usually free, or have a small admission fee.
                

                »
                    Book online at some museums (eg the British Music Experience) for discounted tickets.
                

                
                    Opening Hours
                

                »
                    National collections are generally open 10am to around 6pm, with one or two late nights a week (Click here); nights are an excellent time to visit museums as there are far fewer visitors.
                

                
                    Dining
                

                »
                    Many of the top museums also have fantastic restaurants, worthy of a visit in their own right (Click here).
                

                
                    Useful Websites
                

                
                    Most London Museums – especially the most visited museums, such as the British Museum, the National Gallery etc – have sophisticated and highly resourceful websites, worth clicking on before your visit to explore the full range of activities available and the museum highlights. Many of the larger collections also have information zones where you can explore the collection electronically.
                

                »
                    
                        London Galleries
                      
                        (www.londongalleries.co.uk) 
                    A-Z list of all London’s galleries, with links.

                »
                    
                        Culture 24
                      
                        (www.culture24.org.uk)
                     
                    Reams of museum and gallery info.

            

            
            Museums & Galleries by Neighbourhood
        

        »
            
                The West End 
            (Click here) The British Museum, National Gallery, National Portrait Gallery, Tate Britain and lots of smaller museums and galleries.
        

        »
            
                The City 
            (Click here) Barbican, the Museum of London.
        

        »
            
                The South Bank 
            (Click here) Tate Modern, Hayward Gallery, Design Museum, Fashion & Textile Museum and small art galleries.
        

        »
            
                Kensington & Hyde Park 
            (Click here) Victoria & Albert Museum, Natural History Museum, Science Museum and others.
        

        »
            
                Clerkenwell, Shoreditch & Spitalfields 
            (Click here) Geffrye Museum, 19 Princelet St, White Cube Gallery.
        

        »
            
                The East End & Docklands 
            (Click here) Museum of London Docklands, Ragged School Museum, Whitechapel Gallery.
        

        »
            
                Hampstead & North London 
            (Click here) Wellcome Collection, London Canal Museum, Burgh House, Estorick Collection of Modern Italian Art, Sir John Ritblat Gallery.
        

        »
            
                Notting Hill & West London 
            (Click here) Museum of Brands, Packaging & Advertising.
        

        »
            
                Greenwich & South London 
            (Click here) National Maritime Museum, Ranger’s House, Astronomy Centre at the Royal Observatory, Imperial War Museum, Horniman Museum, Dulwich Picture Gallery.
        

    

    
        
            Lonely Planet’s 
            Top Choices

        
            
                British Museum 
            (Click here) Supreme collection of international artefacts and an inspiring testament to human creativity.
        

        
            
                Victoria & Albert Museum 
            (Click here) Uniquely eclectic collection of decorative arts and design in a simply awe-inspiring setting.
        

        
            
                National Portrait Gallery
             
            (Click here) Admire the evolving style of British portraiture.
        

        
            
                Tate Modern 
            (Click here) A feast of modern and contemporary art, housed within a transformed riverside power station.
        

        
            
                Museum of London 
            (Click here) Get a firm handle on the history of the city at this fantastic museum.
        

        
            
                Wellcome Collection 
            (Click here) Brings the sciences, medicine, art and life together with an astonishing collection.
        

        
            Best Big Museums & Galleries
        

        
            National Gallery
             
            (Click here)
        

        
            Tate Britain
             
            (Click here)
        

        
            Science Museum
             
            (Click here)
        

        
            Churchill War Rooms
             
            (Click here)
        

        
            Museum of London 
            Docklands (Click here)
        

        
            Natural History Museum (Click here)
        

        
            Best Museum Architecture
        

        
            National Gallery
             
            (Click here)
        

        
            Horniman Museum
             
            (Click here)
        

        
            National Maritime 
            Museum 
            (Click here)
        

        
            Tate Britain
             
            (Click here)
        

        
            Imperial War Museum (Click here)
        

        
            Natural History Museum (Click here)
        

        
            Best Small Museums
        

        
            London Transport 
            Museum (Click here)
        

        
            London Canal Museum (Click here)
        

        
            Geffrye Museum (Click here)
        

        
            Old Operating Theatre Museum & Herb Garret (Click here)
        

        
            Horniman Museum (Click here)
        

        
            Best Small Galleries
        

        
            Photographers’ Gallery (Click here)
        

        
            Courtauld Gallery (Click here)
        

        
            White Cube Gallery (Click here)
        

        
            Dulwich Picture Gallery (Click here)
        

        
            Barbican Gallery (Click here)
        

        
            Guildhall Art Gallery (Click here)
        

        
            Best House Museums
        

        
            Apsley House (Click here)
        

        
            Dickens House Museum (Click here)
        

        
            Dennis Severs’ House (Click here)
        

        
            Carlyle’s House (Click here)
        

        
            Leighton House (Click here)
        

        
            Keats’ House (Click here)
        

        
            Best Collections
        

        
            National Gallery
             
            (Click here)
        

        
            Wallace Collection
             
            (Click here)
        

        
            Estorick Collection of Modern Italian Art (Click here)
        

        
            Imperial War Museum (Click here)
        

        
            Science Museum
             
            (Click here)
        

        
            Natural History Museum (Click here)
        

        
            Best Free Museums
        

        
            National Gallery (Click here)
        

        
            Tate Britain
             
            (Click here)
        

        
            Geffrye Museum (Click here)
        

        
            Photographers’ Gallery (Click here)
        

        
            Science Museum
             
            (Click here)
        

        
            Natural History Museum (Click here)
        

        
            Best Non-Free Museums & Galleries
        

        
            Courtauld Gallery (Click here)
        

        
            Churchill War Rooms
             
            (Click here)
        

        
            London Transport 
            Museum (Click here)
        

        
            Dulwich Picture Gallery (Click here)
        

        
            Best Specialist Museums
        

        
            Fan Museum (Click here)
        

        
            Old Operating Theatre 
            Museum & Herb Garret 
            (Click here)
        

        
            Design Museum
             
            (Click here)
        

        
            Ragged School Museum (Click here)
        

        
            Best Quirky Museums
        

        
            Sir John Soane’s 
            Museum (Click here)
        

        
            Hunterian Museum
             
            (Click here)
        

        
            Old Operating Theatre Museum & Herb Garret
             
            (Click here)
        

        
            Best-Located Museums
        

        
            National Gallery (Click here)
        

        
            Photographers’ Gallery (Click here)
        

        
            London Transport 
            Museum (Click here)
        

        
            Science Museum (Click here)
        

        
            Natural History Museum (Click here)
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                Eating
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                Once the laughing stock of the cooking world, London has got its culinary act together in the last 20 years and is now an undisputed dining destination. There are plenty of fine, Michelin-starred restaurants, but it is the sheer diversity on offer that is extraordinary: from Afghan to Vietnamese, London is a virtual A to Z of world cuisine.
            

        

        
            Specialities
        

        
            English Food
        

        
            England may have given the world beans on toast, mushy peas and chip butties (French fries between two slices of buttered – and untoasted – white bread), but that’s hardly the whole story. When well prepared – be it a Sunday lunch of roast beef and Yorkshire pudding (light batter baked until fluffy and eaten with gravy) or a cornet of lightly battered fish and chips sprinkled with salt and malt vinegar – English food can have its moments. And nothing beats a fry-up (or full English breakfast) with bacon, sausages, beans, eggs and mushrooms the morning after a big night out.
        

        
            Modern British food has become a cuisine in its own right, by championing traditional (and sometimes underrated) ingredients such as root vegetables, smoked fish, shellfish, game and other meats such as sausages and black pudding (a kind of sausage stuffed with oatmeal, spices and blood). Dishes can be anything from game served with a traditional vegetable such as Jerusalem artichoke, seared scallops with orange-scented black pudding and roast pork with chorizo on rosemary mash.
        

        
            Seafood
        

        
            Many who travel to England comment on the fact that for an island, Brits seem to make surprisingly little of their seafood, with the exception of the ubiquitous fish and chips. Modern British restaurants have started catching up, however, and many now offer local specialities such as Dover sole, Cornish oysters, Scottish 
            scallops, smoked Norfolk eel, Atlantic herring and mackerel. There are some excellent restaurants specialising in seafood, as well as fish-and-chips counters trading in battered cod, haddock and plaice.

        
            World Food
        

        
            One of the joys of eating out in London is the profusion of choice. For historical reasons Indian cuisine is widely available (curry has been labelled a national dish), but Asian cuisines in general are very popular: you’ll find dozens of Chinese, Thai, Japanese and Korean restaurants, as well as elaborate fusion establishments blending flavours from different parts of Asia.
        

        
            Food from continental Europe – French, Italian, Spanish, Greek, Scandinavian – is another favourite, with many classy Modern European establishments. Restaurants serving other cuisines tend to congregate where their home community is based: Eastern European in Shepherd’s Bush, Turkish in Dalston etc.
        

        
            [image: 12-eating-lon8]

            
        

        
            Desserts
        

        
            England does a mean dessert and establishments serving British cuisine revel in these indulgent treats. Among our favourites are bread-and-butter pudding, sticky toffee pudding (a steamed pudding that contains dates and is topped with a divine caramel sauce), the alarmingly named spotted dick (a steamed suet pudding with currants and raisins), Eton mess (meringue, cream and strawberries mixed into a gooey, heavenly mess) and seasonal musts such as Christmas pudding (a steamed pudding with candied fruit and brandy) and fruity crumbles (rhubarb, apple etc).
        

        
            Those with a sweet tooth should make sure they treat themselves to an afternoon tea, complete with cupcakes, scones and other pastries.
        

        
            
                Marmite, Love It!
            

            
                Marmite is a savoury spread made from yeast extract (a by-product of beer brewing). Its origin makes it a tough sale to foreigners, although take our word for it, lightly spread on buttered toast, it is totally delicious: salty, with a slight nutty flavour. It is undoubtedly an acquired taste, though, a fact that the manufacturers have embraced in their marketing: ‘Love it or hate it’, says the strapline.
            

            
                Australia and New Zealand champion their own versions of the savoury spread but many Brits deem them inferior to the original article!
            

        

        
            Gastropubs
        

        
            While not so long ago the pub was where you went for a drink, with maybe a packet of potato crisps to soak up the alcohol, the birth of the gastropub in the 1990s means that today just about every pub has full meals. But the quality varies widely, from defrosted on the premises to Michelin-star worthy.
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            Breakfast & Brunch
        

        
            The Brits were always big on breakfast – they even invented one, the full English breakfast. It’s something of a protein overload but there’s nothing quite like it to mop up the excesses of the night before. A typical plate will include bacon, sausages, baked beans in tomato sauce, eggs (fried or scrambled), mushrooms, tomatoes and toast (maybe with Marmite). You’ll find countless grotty cafes – nicknamed ‘greasy spoons’ – serving these monster plates. They’re also a must in gastropubs.
        

        
            Making a comeback on the breakfast table is porridge, boiled oats in water or milk, served hot, sweet or savoury. Top-end restaurants serving breakfast, such as the Wolseley (Click here), have played a big part in glamming up what was essentially a poor man’s meal. We love it with banana and honey, fruit compote or even plain with just some chocolate powder.
        

        
            Londoners have also gotten into brunch of late. It isn’t quite New York yet, but the offerings are getting better all the time. A number of gastropubs, cafes and top-end restaurants now serve a range of treats, from pancakes to eggs Benedict to elaborate breakfast omelettes, waffles and more.
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            Vegetarians & Vegans
        

        
            London has been one of the best places for vegetarians to dine out since the 1970s. It was initially due mostly to its many Indian restaurants, which, for religious reasons, always cater for people who don’t eat meat. But a number of dedicated vegetarian restaurants have since cropped up, offering imaginative, filling and truly delicious meals. Most nonvegetarian places generally offer a couple of dishes for those who don’t eat meat; vegans, however, will find it harder outside Indian or dedicated restaurants.
        

        
            Celebrity Chefs
        

        
            London’s food renaissance was partly led by a group of telegenic chefs who built food empires around their names and their TV programs. Gordon Ramsay is the most (in)famous of the lot but his London venues are still standard-bearers for top-quality cuisine. Other big names include Jamie Oliver, whose restaurant trains disadvantaged young people, and Heston Blumenthal, whose mad-professor-like experiments with food (molecular gastronomy, as he describes it) have earned him rave reviews.
        

        
            Cafes
        

        
            While tea remains a quintessential English beverage, Londoners long ago adopted espresso and steamy latte as the hot drinks de rigueur. There are Starbucks and other coffee chains seemingly at every corner, but plenty of smaller cafes fly the independent flag too. Many sell pastries for breakfast and sandwiches for lunch and are great for a quick bite on the go or a break from pounding the pavement.
        

        
            Food Markets
        

        
            The boom in London’s eating scene has extended to its markets, which come in three broad categories: food stalls that are part of a broader market and appeal to visitors keen to soak up the atmosphere (eg Spitalfields, Borough or Camden); farmers markets, which sell pricey local and/or organic products (check out www.lfm.org.uk for a selection of the best, such as Broadway and Marylebone); and the many colourful food markets, where the oranges and lemons come from who knows where and the barrow boys and girls speak with cockney accents straight out of central casting (Brixton, Ridley Rd, Berwick St).
        

        
            For something a little different you could also pay a visit to London’s wholesale markets, where retailers and restaurants get their supplies.
        

        
            
                Billingsgate Fish Market
            Offline map Google map 
                (
            
            
            
                Trafalgar Way E14; 
            [image: iconhoursgif]
            
                 5-8.30am Tue-Sat; DLR West India Quay)
             
            This wholesale fish market is open to the public, but you’ll have to be up at the crack of dawn. People will tell you that you have to buy in bulk, but most of the wise-crackin’ vendors are prepared to do a deal.

        
            
                Smithfield Market
            Offline map Google map 
                (Click here) 
            London’s last surviving meat market and the most modern of its kind in Europe.
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            Supper Clubs
        

        
            If you think restaurants are so last season, you’ll love supper clubs: half restaurant, half dinner party, they combine the quality of the former with the informality of the latter. They’re run by average Joes with a penchant for cooking and generally cater for 10 to 20 people; meals are set three- or four-course menus (£20 to £40), and the clientele couldn’t be more eclectic. For visitors it is a chance to meet Londoners over dinner, get off the beaten track and check out what the locals’ living rooms look like.
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            The difficulty is that these underground restaurants are rarely permanent (the cook might move or decide that his/her day job is quite enough) and so recommending a supper club can be tricky. The following will help:
        

        
            Supper club hostess 
                Ms Marmite
             
            has set up an excellent directory of London supper clubs at http://supperclubfangroup.ning.com.

        
            Food blog the
             
                London Foodie  
                (www.thelondonfoodie.co.uk) 
            features regular supper club reviews.

        
            
                Facebook
             
            is the way forward; hosts post details of their forthcoming events on their pages.

        
            Another place to look is 
                newspapers
            
            : all the broadsheets regularly write about new ventures.
        

        
        
        
            
                Need to Know
            

            
                Opening Hours
            

            
                In this book opening hours are listed in individual reviews only when they significantly differ from standard opening hours, as indicated below:
            

            »
                Chain restaurants: noon-11pm
            

            »
                Most restaurants: noon-2.30pm and 6-11pm
            

            
                Price Ranges
            

            
                The symbols below indicate the average cost per main course at the restaurant in question.
            

            
                
                    £
                
                
                less than £10
            

            
                
                    ££
                
                
                £10-20
            

            
                
                    £££
                
                
                more than £20
            

            
                Reservations
            

            »
                Make reservations at weekends, if you’re keen on a particular place, or if you’re in a group of more than four people.
            

            »
                Top-end restaurants often run multiple sittings, with allocated time slots (generally two hours); pick a late slot if you don’t want to be rushed.
            

            
                Tipping
            

            
                Most restaurants automatically tack a ‘discretionary’ service charge (usually 12.5%) onto the bill; this should be clearly advertised. If you feel the service wasn’t adequate, you can tip separately (or not tip at all).
            

            
                Haute Cuisine, Low Prices
            

            »
                Top-end restaurants offer set lunch menus that are great value; à la carte prices are sometimes cheaper for lunch.
            

            »
                Many West End restaurants offer good-value pre- or post-theatre menus.
            

            »
                The reliable internet booking service 
                    Top Table  
                
                    (www.toptable.co.uk)
                 
                offers substantial discounts (up to 50% off the food bill) at selected restaurants.

            
                BYO
            

            »
                BYO is common among budget establishments; some charge corkage (£1 to £1.50 per bottle of wine).
            

            »
                
                    Wine Pages
                  
                    (www.wine-pages.com)
                 
                keeps a useful directory of BYO restaurants.

        

        
            London Chain Gang
        

        
            While the usual bleak offerings of US-based chain restaurants are to be found all over the capital, London also boasts some excellent chains of inventive and interesting restaurants, which locals patronise frequently. They’re all good value and made even cheaper by regular voucher offers: check out www.vouchercodes.co.uk and www.myvouchercodes.co.uk for the latest offers.
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            The following are some of our favourites; check their websites for a full list of outlets.
        

        
            
                Benugo
              
                (www.benugocafedeli.com)
             
            This mini-chain of cafe delis does great sandwiches: choose your bread (baguette, bagel, wrap etc), pick your filling (so many!) and off you go.

        
            
                Busaba Eathai Offline map Google map
            
                (www.busaba.com)
             
            A relatively small chain, with just six outfits, Busaba does divine Thai food, served without fuss among beautiful, modern Asian decor.

        
            
                Byron
            Offline map Google map 
                (www.byronhamburgers.com)
             
            Simple but excellent burgers, cooked medium and accompanied by the bare essentials (lettuce, tomato, red onion).

        
            
                Carluccio’s
              
                (www.carluccios.com)
             
            The Italian restaurants at this ever-expanding chain have a somewhat upmarket ambience; there’s also a deli selling takeaway goodies.

        
                
                    Pie & Mash
                

                
                    From the middle of the 19th century until just after WWII, the staple lunch for many Londoners was a spiced-eel pie (eels were once plentiful in the Thames) served with mashed potatoes and liquor (a parsley sauce). Pies have been replaced by sandwiches nowadays, although they remain popular in the East End. A popular modern-day filling is beef and mashed potato (curried meat is also good), with eel served smoked or jellied as a side dish. To try it, head to a pie & mash shop: F. Cooke (Click here), Clark’s (Click here) and M Manze (Click here) are great options.
                

            

            
                Canteen
            Offline map Google map 
                (www.canteen.co.uk)
            
            All-day, casual dining is how Canteen styles itself. Drop in any 
            time for great English staples such as porridge for breakfast, or pies and roast for lunch.
        

        
            
                Giraffe
              
                (www.giraffe.net)
             
            There’s a kind of sunny-Californian feel to Giraffe, where the likes of burritos, brunch and vegetarian salad wraps are served with a smile.

        
            
                Gourmet Burger Kitchen
              
                (www.gbk.co.uk) 
            The burgers at GBK are the real deal, made from prime Scottish beef and enlivened by specially created sauces and superb chips.
        

        
            
                Le Pain Quotidien
            Offline map Google map 
                (www.lepainquotidien.com)
             
            A simple, stripped-down, French-style chain of cafes that serves salads, soups, filled baguettes and excellent cakes.

        
            
                Masala Zone
            Offline map Google map 
                (www.masalazone.com) 
            An excellent – and excellent-value – Indian chain that specialises in thalis (a meal made of several small dishes). The contemporary Indian decor is another hit.
        

        
            
                Nando’s
              
                (www.nandos.co.uk) 
            Flame-grilled chicken with peri-peri sauce – who would have thought this Portuguese recipe could become so popular? There are dozens of outlets in London.
        

        
            
                Ping Pong
            Offline map Google map 
                (www.pingpongdimsum.com)
             
            The dim-sum fever that has taken over London shows no sign of abating and Ping Pong keeps growing; it is reliably good and has sleek decor.

        
            
                Pizza Express
              
                (www.pizzaexpress.com)
             
            London’s original pizza chain is still going strong, with regular new recipes and excellent locations throughout the capital.

        
            
                Pret à Manger
              
                (www.pret.com)
             
            London’s most popular sandwich chain, Pret has made its name on freshly made, tasty sandwiches. It also does delicious, chunky soups.

        
            
                Real Greek
              
                (www.therealgreek.com)
             
            Serving beautifully presented meze and souvlaki, this chain is great for sharing lots of dishes between friends.

        
            
                Strada
              
                (www.strada.co.uk)
             
            A cut (and a slice) above when it come to chain pizzerias, Strada does lovely pizzas from its wood-fired ovens. The pasta is also pretty good.

        
            
                Tas
              
                (www.tasrestaurant.com)
             
            An established chain of good Turkish restaurants with a roll-call of stews, grills and mezes that rarely disappoints.

        
            
                Wagamama
              
                (www.wagamama.com)
             
            The turnover is pretty quick at this fusion noodle place, which is great if you’re in a hurry, but not so if you like a little service with your food.
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            Lonely Planet’s 
            Top Choices

        
            
                Providores & Tapa Room 
            (Click here) Fusion food at its best.
        

        
            
                Wapping Food
             
            (Click here) A perfect East End recipe: industrial decor meets haute cuisine.
        

        
            
                franco manca
             
            (Click here) London’s finest pizzas, locally prepared but with Italian flair.
        

        
            
                Gordon Ramsay
             
            (Click here) Three Michelin stars and a celeb chef.
        

        
            
                Gaucho Grill
             
            (Click here) Fabulous restaurant specialising in succulent Argentinian beef.
        

        
            Best by Budget
        

        
            £
        

        
            Honest Burgers (Click here)
        

        
            E Pellici (Click here)
        

        
            Mangal Ocakbasi (Click here)
        

        
            Nevada Street Deli (Click here)
        

        
            Busaba Eathai (Click here)
        

        
            Taquería (Click here)
        

        
            ££
        

        
            Moro (Click here)
        

        
            Ottolenghi (Click here)
        

        
            Magdalen (Click here)
        

        
            Al Boccon di’Vino (Click here)
        

        
            Kazan (Click here)
        

        
            £££
        

        
            Les Trois Garçons (Click here)
        

        
            Gordon Ramsay at 
            Claridge’s (Click here)
        

        
            Chez Bruce (Click here)
        

        
            Zuma (Click here)
        

        
            Le Boudin Blanc (Click here)
        

        
            Best by Cuisine
        

        
            Modern European
        

        
            Whitechapel Gallery Dining Room (Click here)
        

        
            Vincent Rooms (Click here)
        

        
            Launceston Place (Click here)
        

        
            Andrew Edmunds (Click here)
        

        
            Wild Honey (Click here)
        

        
            Indian
        

        
            Tayyabs (Click here)
        

        
            Café Spice Namasté (Click here)
        

        
            Mooli’s (Click here)
        

        
            Rasoi Vineet Bhatia (Click here)
        

        
            Cinnamon Club (Click here)
        

        
            Chinese
        

        
            Yauatcha (Click here)
        

        
            Bar Shu (Click here)
        

        
            Hunan (Click here)
        

        
            Baozi Inn (Click here)
        

        
            Pearl Liang (Click here)
        

        
            Vegetarian
        

        
            Gate (Click here)
        

        
            Mildreds (Click here)
        

        
            Manna (Click here)
        

        
            Gallery Cafe (Click here)
        

        
            Diwana Bhel Poori House (Click here)
        

        
            Italian
        

        
            Bocca di Lupo (Click here)
        

        
            Fifteen (Click here)
        

        
            Locanda Locatelli (Click here)
        

        
            Polpetto (Click here)
        

        
            British
        

        
            St John (Click here)
        

        
            Penny Black (Click here)
        

        
            Laughing Gravy (Click here)
        

        
            Inn the Park (Click here)
        

        
            Best Gastropubs
        

        
            Gun (Click here)
        

        
            Anchor & Hope (Click here)
        

        
            Garrison Public House (Click here)
        

        
            Duke of Cambridge (Click here)
        

        
            Lots Road Pub & Dining Room (Click here)
        

        
            Best for Views
        

        
            Skylon (Click here)
        

        
            Formans (Click here)
        

        
            Oxo Tower Restaurant & Brasserie (Click here)
        

        
            River Café (Click here)
        

        
            Min Jiang (Click here)
        

        
            Best Afternoon Teas
        

        
            Dean Street Townhouse (Click here)
        

        
            Orangery (Click here)
        

        
            Volupté (Click here)
        

        
            Bea’s of Bloomsbury (Click here)
        

        
            Wolseley (Click here)
        

        
            Best Food Markets
        

        
            Borough Market (Click here)
        

        
            Broadway Market (Click here)
        

        
            Portobello Road Market (Click here)
        

        
            Marylebone Farmers 
            Market (Click here)
        

        
            Best Gourmet Shops
        

        
            Jones Dairy (Click here)
        

        
            Fortnum & Mason (Click here)
        

        
            Algerian Coffee Stores (Click here)
        

        
            Vintage House (Click here)
        

        
            Best Celebrity Chef Restaurants
        

        
            Viajante (Click here)
        

        
            Dinner by Heston 
            Blumenthal (Click here)
        

        
            Nobu (Click here)
        

        
            HIX (Click here)
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                Drinking & Nightlife
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                There’s little Londoners like to do more than party. From Hogarth’s 18th-century 
                    Gin Lane
                 
                prints to Mayor Boris Johnson’s decision to ban all alcohol on public transport in 2008, the capital’s history has been shot through with the population’s desire to imbibe as much alcohol as possible and revel like there is no tomorrow.

        

        
            The Pub
        

        
            The pub (public house) is at the heart of London’s existence and is one of the capital’s great social levellers. Virtually every Londoner has a ‘local’ and looking for your own is one of the highlights of any visit to the capital.
        

        
            Pubs in central London are mostly drinking dens, busy from 5pm onwards with the postwork crowd during the week and revellers at weekends. But in more residential areas in East, South, West and North London, pubs come into their own at weekends, when long lunches turn into afternoons and groups of friends settle in for the night. Many also run popular quizzes on week nights.
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            You’ll be able to order almost anything you like in a pub, from beer to wine, soft drinks, spirit and mixer (whisky and coke etc) and sometimes hot drinks too. Some specialise in beer and real ales, offering drinks from local microbreweries, fruit beers, organic ciders and other rarer beverages; others have invested in a good wine list (often the case in gastropubs serving good food).
        

        
            In winter a number of pubs offer mulled wine; in summer the must-have drink is Pimms and lemonade (if it’s properly done it should have fresh mint leaves, citrus fruit, strawberries and cucumber).
        

        
                
                    Need to Know
                

                
                    Opening Hours
                

                
                    Unless otherwise stated all pubs and bars reviewed in this book open at 11am and close at 11pm from Monday to Saturday and at 10.30pm on Sunday. Thanks to a change in the law in 2005, some pubs and bars now stay open longer, although most close around 2am or 3am at the latest.
                

                
                    Clubs generally open at 10pm and close between 4am and 7am.
                

                
                    Costs
                

                
                    Midweek prices are reasonable, and there are plenty of student nights or those oriented to a budget crowd. If you want to go to a big club on a Saturday night (
                    
                        the
                     
                    night for clubbing), expect to pay at least £20.

                
                    Tickets & Guest Lists
                

                
                    Queuing in the cold at 11pm can be frustrating; get there early and/or book tickets for bigger events if you can’t bear being left in door-whore limbo.
                

                
                    Some clubs will require you to sign up on their guest list beforehand; check ahead.
                

                
                    Dress Code
                

                
                    London’s clubs are generally relaxed. Posh clubs in areas such as Kensington will want a glam look, so dress to impress (no jeans or trainers); the further east, the more laid-back and edgy the fashion.
                

                
                    What’s On?
                

                
                    Check the listings in 
                        Time Out
                    
                    or the 
                        Evening Standard
                     
                    – part of the charm of London’s nightlife is that it’s always changing, so keep your eyes peeled!

            

        
            Beer
        

        
            The raison d’être of a pub is first and foremost to serve beer – be it lager, ale or stout in a glass or a bottle. On draught (drawn from the cask) it is served by the pint (570mL) or half-pint (285mL) and, more occasionally, third-of-a-pint for real ale tasting.
        

        
            Pubs generally serve a good selection of lager (what most people would refer to as ‘beer’: highly carbonated and drunk cool or cold) and a smaller selection of real ales or ‘bitter’ (slightly gassy or still, drunk at room temperature, with strong flavours). In London the best-known home brews are Tennent’s and Carling, although you’ll find everything from Fosters to San Miguel.
        

        
            Among the multitude of ales on offer in London pubs, London Pride, Courage Best, Burton Ale, Adnam’s, Theakston (in particular Old Peculiar) and Old Speckled Hen are among the best.
        

        
            Stout, the best known of which is Irish Guinness, is a slightly sweet, dark beer with a distinct flavour that comes from malt that is roasted before fermentation.
        

        
            Once considered something of an old man’s drink, real ale is enjoying a renaissance among young Londoners keen to spanle flavours from the country’s brewing tradition. Staff at bars serving good selections of real ales are often hugely knowledgeable, just like a sommelier in a restaurant with a good cellar, so ask them for recommendations if you’re not sure what to order.
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            Clubbing
        

        
            When it comes to clubbing, London’s where it’s at. Most people who come here want a piece of the action. You’ll probably know what you want to experience – it might be big clubs such as Fabric or the Ministry of Sound, or sweaty shoebox clubs with the latest DJ talent – but there’s plenty to tempt you to branch out from your usual tastes and try something new: from thumping techno, rock, nu rave, Latin, ska, pop, country, grime, minimal electro, hip hop or 1950s lindy hopping, there’s something going on every night.
        

        
            Thursdays are loved by those who want to have their fun before the office workers mob the streets on Friday. Saturdays are the busiest and best if you’re a serious clubber, and Sundays often see surprisingly good events throughout London.
        

        
            There are clubs across town, though East London is the top area for cutting-edge clubs; King’s Cross still retains a couple of good clubs but is a shadow of what it once was.
        

        
            
                Night Moves
            

            
                Most Londoners will start the night in a pub or a bar, and then move on to a late-opening bar or a club. Pub crawls are another favourite: one drink per pub, until you’ve exhausted your liver or your drinking options for the night.
            

        


        
            Bars
        

        
            In the small party space left by pubs and clubs, bars have managed to grow into a popular alternative for a London night out. Generally opened later than pubs, but closing earlier than clubs, they tempt those keen to skip bedtime at 11pm but not keen enough to go clubbing. They generally have DJs (sometimes a small dance floor too), door charges after 11pm (sometimes), a more modern decor than pubs and fancier (and pricier) drinks, including cocktails. They also tend to be smaller than bona fide nightclubs.
        

        
            Specialist cocktail bars are in a league of their own in London, with fantastic drinks, often the barmen’s own creations, and some fancy moves that would make Tom Cruise proud.
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            Burlesque
        

        
            After years of low-profile parties with high-glitter gowns, the burlesque scene burst onto the mainstream in the noughties, showering London with nipple tassels, top hats, sexy lingerie and some of the best parties in town. Subsequently, the ‘alternative’ burlesque scene became overwhelmingly mainstream, and club-night organisers, passionately dedicated to dressing up and taking fun seriously, raised prices in many of the venues to ward off those who wouldn’t buck up and dress up. So prepare to pay an average of £25 for some (but not all) of the city’s best burlesque nights, and make sure you look like a million dollars.
        

        
            Expect anything from male burlesque contests to girls on roller skates hosting tea parties on a good burlesque night. Venues and events to look out for:
        

        
            
                Volupté
            Offline map Google map 
                (Click here)
             
            The queen of London burlesque, with shows, parties, dinners and much more.

        
            
                Last Tuesday Society
              
                (www.thelasttuesdaysociety.org) 
            Runs 
            fantastic masked balls on various occasions (St Valentine’s Day, summer party, Halloween etc).
        

        
            
                Lady Luck Night
              
                (www.ladyluckclub.co.uk) 
            The city’s top night for rockabilly and old jazz.
        

        
        
            If you’re not quite confident about your tease routine yet, 
                Burlesque Baby
              
                (www.burlesquebaby.com)
            
            runs a burlesque academy where you can perfect your moves and brush up your pin-up hair and make-up skills. It also runs its own burlesque shows, 
                Va Va Voom Club
             
            , in various clubs.
            
        

    

    
        
            Lonely Planet’s Top Choices
        

        
            
                Jerusalem Tavern
             
            (Click here) Tiny but delightful, with original beers from a Norfolk brewery.
        

        
            
                Book Club
             
            (Click here) A modern temple to good times, with great offbeat events.
        

        
            
                Draft House
             
            (Click here) A standout watering hole, popular with high-flyers and families alike.
        

        
            
                Proud Camden
             
            (Click here) Great drinks, music and fun in Camden’s old stables.
        

        
            
                Greenwich Union
             
            (Click here) Championing drinks from local microbreweries.
        

        
            
                Troubadour
             
            (Click here) A bohemian bar where wine and conversation keep flowing.
        

        
            Best Pubs
        

        
            White Cross (Click here)
        

        
            Grapes (Click here)
        

        
            Ye White Hart (Click here)
        

        
            Edinboro Castle (Click here)
        

        
            Golden Heart (Click here)
        

        
            Windsor Castle (Click here)
        

        
            Best Cocktail Bars
        

        
            Worship St Whistling Shop (Click here)
        

        
            Experimental Cocktail Club (Click here)
        

        
            Purl (Click here)
        

        
            Happiness Forgets (Click here)
        

        
            Academy (Click here)
        

        
            Best Clubs
        

        
            Fabric (Click here)
        

        
            Cargo (Click here)
        

        
            Passing Clouds (Click here)
        

        
            Kensington Roof Gardens (Click here)
        

        
            Plastic People (Click here)
        

        
            Best for Ale
        

        
            Mason & Taylor (Click here)
        

        
            Old Brewery (Click here)
        

        
            Rake (Click here)
        

        
            Ye Olde Watling (Click here)
        

        
            Carpenter’s Arms (Click here)
        

        
            White Horse (Click here)
        

        
            Best Bars
        

        
            Bar 23 (Click here)
        

        
            Boogaloo (Click here)
        

        
            Queen of Hoxton (Click here)
        

        
            Barrio North (Click here)
        

        
            Green Room (Click here)
        

        
            Best Beer Gardens
        

        
            Garden Gate (Click here)
        

        
            Britannia (Click here)
        

        
            Spaniard’s Inn (Click here)
        

        
            Grand Union (Click here)
        

        
            Best for Views
        

        
            Vertigo 42 (Click here)
        

        
            Galvin at Windows (Click here)
        

        
            Ye White Hart (Click here)
        

        
            White Swan (Click here)
        

        
            Best Riverside Pubs
        

        
            Dove (Click here)
        

        
            Waterway (Click here)
        

        
            Anchor Bankside (Click here)
        

        
            Cutty Sark Tavern (Click here)
        

        
            Trafalgar Tavern (Click here)
        

        
            Best Wine Bars
        

        
            Gordon’s Wine Bar (Click here)
        

        
            El Vino (Click here)
        

        
            Vinoteca (Click here)
        

        
            French House (Click here)
        

        
            Best for Sport
        

        
            Junction (Click here)
        

        
            Sports Cafe (Click here)
        

        
            Camino (Click here)
        

        
            Bar Kick (Click here)
        

        
            Best Historic Pubs
        

        
            Ye Olde Cheshire Cheese (Click here)
        

        
            Prospect of Whitby (Click here)
        

        
            George Inn (Click here)
        

        
            Spaniard’s Inn (Click here)
        

        
            London Apprentice (Click here)
        

        
            Prince Alfred (Click here)
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                Gay & Lesbian
            

        

        
            
                The city of Oscar Wilde, Quentin Crisp and Elton John does not disappoint its queer visitors, proffering a fantastic mix of brash, camp, loud and edgy parties, bars, clubs and events year-round. A world capital of gaydom on par with New York and San Francisco, London’s gay and lesbian communities have turned good times into an art form.
            

        

        
            Gay Rights
        

        
            Protection from discrimination is now enshrined in law, and civil partnerships now allow gay couples the same rights as straight couples. That’s not to say homophobia doesn’t exist – outside the bubble of Soho, abuse on the street at public displays of affection is still not unusual.
        

        
            Drinking
        

        
            The queer drinking scene in London is wonderfully varied. Whether you fancy a quiet pint in a traditional boozer that just happens to be gay, or want a place to wet your whistle before going out dancing, you’ll be spoiled for choice.
        

        
            Clubbing
        

        
            London has some of the most exciting and varied gay clubbing in the world, but it’s a moveable feast, as the clubbing scene is about club nights rather than venues, meaning a club that was fantastic and full of drag queens one night might well be straight and full of Goths the next. Here’s some of the best:
        

        
            
                Popcorn
              
            (Heaven, Click here) A fun and cheap night out, Popcorn is an Ibiza-style club night with a great selection of music on offer and refreshingly priced drinks offers. Mondays.
        

        
            
                Industri
              
            (Barcode, Click here) The hottest midweek party, Industri recently relocated from Vauxhall to Soho for a change of scene. Befriending the DJs, flirting with door whores and dancing with go-go boys are all on the menu.
        

        
            
                Room Service
              
            Offline map    (Diu, 
            
            
            
            www.diulondon.com; 12-13 Greek St W1; 
            [image: iconundergroundgif]
            
                Tottenham Court Rd) 
            Run by uberpromoter, socialite and trannie extraordinaire Jodie Harsh, Room Service has go-go dancers, famous DJs, celebs and a very up-for-it crowd. Thursdays.
        

        
            
                A:M
              
            (Fire, Click here) As the name suggests this is an after-party party, starting at 3am and clocking off at 11am on Saturdays. The music features some of the best techno and electro DJs on the London scene and the whole place is pure hedonism.
        

        
            
                G-A-Y
              
            (Heaven, Click here) Love it or hate it, G-A-Y is a centre of gravity for the gay scene and seemingly where half of Soho is headed on a Saturday night. Its new home at Heaven has helped the ageing club get a new lease on life. Bring your tight T-shirt!
        

        
            
                Horsemeat
              
            (The Eagle, Click here) One of the biggest Sunday nights in town, especially popular at bank holidays, when you can expect to queue for at least an hour.
        

        
            Lesbian
        

        
            The lesbian scene in London is far less visible than the flamboyant gay one, though there are a couple of excellent lesbian bars in Soho and plenty going on elsewhere around the city. Certain areas of the capital are well known to have thriving lesbian communities and are worth a visit in their own right – particularly Stoke Newington and Hackney in northeast London. Check out www.gingerbeer.co.uk for the full low-down on events, club nights and bars.
        

        
            
                Need to Know
            

            
                Free Press
            

            
                London has a lively gay press charting the ever-changing scene. Pick up these publications at any gay venue; their listings are the most up-to-date available.
            

            »
                
                    Boyz
                  
                    (www.boyz.co.uk)
                
            

            »
                
                    QX
                  
                    (www.qxmagazine.com)
                
            

            »
                
                    Pink Paper
                  
                    (www.pinkpaper.com)
                
            

            
                Magazines
            

            
                Available at most newsagents in Soho.
            

            »
                
                    Gay Times
                  
                    (www.gaytimes.co.uk)
                
            

            »
                
                    Diva
                  
                    (www.divamag.co.uk)
                
            

            »
                
                    Attitude
                  
                    (www.atitude.co.uk)
                
            

            »
                
                    AXM
                  
                    (www.axm-mag.com)
                
            

            
                Blogs & Other Resources
            

            »
                
                    Ginger Beer
                  
                    (www.gingerbeer.co.uk)
                
            

            »
                
                    Me Me Me
                  
                    (www.me-me-me.tv)
            

            »
                
                    Time Out
                  
                    (www.timeout.com/london/gay)
            

            »
                
                    Visit London
                  
                    (www.visitlondon.com/people/gay)
                
            

            
                Help
            

            »
                Always report homophobic crimes to the 
                    police
                  
                    (
                
                [image: iconphonegif]
                
                    999)
                
                .
            

            »
                
                    London Lesbian & Gay Switchboard
                  
                    (
                
                [image: iconphonegif]
                
                    0300 330 0630; www.llgs.org.uk)
                 
                provides free advice, counselling and other help to anyone who needs a sympathetic ear.

        

        
            Gay & Lesbian by Neighbourhood
        

        »
            
                Shoreditch
             
            (Click here) Fashionable Shoreditch is home to London’s more alternative gay scene, often very well mixed in with local straight people. Here you’ll find arty parties and the hipper bars and clubs, where the muscle boys fear to tread.
        

        »
            
                Soho
             
            (Click here) The long-established gay village of Soho, once so central to any gay experience of London, has somewhat lost its pre-eminence to the edgy East End.
        

        »
            
                Vauxhall
             
            (Click here) Vauxhall, once a bleak concrete jungle, is now home to London’s mainstream muscle boys.
        

        
            Best Gay & Lesbian Events
        

        
            
                Lesbian & Gay Film Festival
             
                (www.bfi.org.uk/llgff)
             
            A renowned film festival, now in its 25th year, hosted by the British Film Institute, with screenings, premieres, awards and talks. Early April.

        
            
                Gay Pride
             
                (www.pridelondon.org)
             
            One of the world’s largest gay prides, complete with speakers, stalls, performers and parties across town. Late June, early July.

        
            
                Soho Pride
             
                (www.sohopride.net)
             
            Smaller, more intimate, less activism and more fun! It’s also been promoted as GayDar Days. August.

        
            Best Gay Bars
        

        
            George & Dragon (Click here)
        

        
            Joiners Arms (Click here)
        

        
            Edge (Click here)
        

        
            Two Brewers (Click here)
        

        
            Village (Click here)
        

        
            Best Gay Clubs
        

        
            AREA (Click here)
        

        
            RVT (Click here)
        

        
            Fire (Click here)
        

        
            Heaven (Click here)
        

        
    

  


End of sample
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TOWER OF LONDON

TACKLING THE TOWER

Although it's usually less busy in the late
afternoon, don't leave your assault on the
Tower until too late in the day. You could
casily spend hours here and not see it all.
Start by getting your bearings with the
hour-long Yeoman Warder (Beefeater)
tours; they're included in the cost of
admission, entertaining and the only way
to access the Chapel Royal of St Peter ad
Vincula E§ which is where they finish up.
When you leave the chapel, the Tower
Green scaffold site £ is directly in front.
The building immediately to your left is
Waterloo Barracks , where the Crown
Jewels [ are housed. These are the abso-
lute highlight of a Tower visit, so keep an
eye on the entrance and pick a time to visit
when it looks relatively quiet. Once inside,
take things at your own pace. Slow-moving
travelators shunt you past the dozen or so
crowns that are the treasury’s centrepiece,
but feel free to double-back for a second
or even third pass - particularly if you
ended up on the rear travelator the first
time around. Allow plenty of time for the
‘White Tower £ , the core of the whole
complex, starting with the exhibition of
royal armour. As you continue onto the
2nd floor, keep an eye out for St John’s
Chapel [ . The famous ravens [ can be
seen in the courtyard around the White
Tower. Head next through the towers that
formed the Medieval Palace @ , then
take the East Wall Walk ] to get a feel
for the castle’s mighty battlements. Spend
the rest of your time poking around the
many, many other fascinating nooks and
crannies of the Tower complex.

BEAT THE QUEUES

= Buy your fasttrackticketin advance
online or at the City of London Information
Centre in St Paul's Churchyard.

= Palacepalooza An annual Historic Royal
Palaces membership allows you to jump the
queues and visit the Tower (and four other
London palaces) as often as you ike.

Crown Jewels
When they're not being

Chapel Royal
of St Peter ad

St John's Chapel
Keptas plainand

Vincula unadomedasitwould % wornforafairs of state,
The chapel serves as havebeeninNorman 5 Her Majesty's bling is
the resting place for times, the White 4 kepthere. Among the
theroyals and other Tower's2ndfloor £ 23578 goms, look outfor
membersof hearisto- chapelis the oldest the’530-carat Cullnan
cracy whowere excuted suruving churchin diamondat the topof
onthe smallgreenout London dating from the Royal Sceptre, the
front. Several notable 1080. -, largestpartof whatwas.
identities are buried (until 1985) thelargest
under the chapel saltar. diamond everfound.

Tower Green scaffold site
Seven people. including three
queens (Anne Boleyn, Catherine
Howard and Jane Grey).lost their
eads here during Tudor times.
Saving the monarch the
embarrassment of public
executions on Tower Hill
The site now features a
sculpture by

Brian Catiing.  #4

White Tower
Much of the White Tower is taken up with this exhibition of 500
years of royal armour. Look for the virtually cuboid suit made
tomatch Henry VIII's bloated body, complete with an oversized
armoured pouch to protect hs, ahem, crown jewels

Medieval Palace
This partof the

Tower complexwas
commencedaround
12202ndwashome
toEngland's medieval
monarchs. Lookfor

East Wall Walk
Follow the inner
ramparts, starting
from the I3th-century
Salt Tower,passing

Ravens
This stretch of green
is where the Tower's

therecreations of famous ravens are through the Broad
the bedchamber of kept, fed on raw meat Arrow and Constable
Edward| (1272-1307) andblood-soakedbird  Towers, and ending
inSt Thomas's Tower biscuits. Accordingto  at the Martin Tower,

andthe throne room on
the upper floor ofthe
Wakefield Tower.

legend.ifthe birds were  yhere the Crown
toleavethe Tower. the  Jewels were once
kingdom would fall stored.
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THE RIVER THAMES

A FLOATING TOUR

London’s history has always been determined

by the Thames. The city was founded as a

Roman port nearly 2000 years ago and over

the centuries since then many of the capital's

landmarks have lined the river’s banks. A boat

trip is a great way to experience the attractions.
There are piers dotted along both banks

at regular intervals where you can hop-on/

hop-off the regular services to visit places

of interest. The best place to board is

Westminster Pier, from where boats head
downstream, taking you from the City of
‘Westminster, the seat of government, to the
original City of London, now the financial
district and dominated by a growing band
of skyscrapers. Across the river, the once
shabby and neglected South Bank now bristles
with as many top attractions as its northern
counterpart.

In our illustration we've concentrated on
the top highlights you'll enjoy at a fish's-eye
view as you sail along. These are, from west

St Paul's Cathedral

Though there’s been achurch here since AD 604, the current
building rose from the ashes of the 1666 Great Fireandis  +*
architect Christopher Wren's masterpiece. Famous for surviving
the Biitzintact and for Charles' and Diana’s wedding. ts ooking
as good as new after amajor clean-up forits 300th anniversary.

Somerset House
This grandneoclassical palace was once one of
many aristocratic houses lining the Thames. The
huge arches at iver evel gave direct access o,
the Thames unti the Embankment was bultin

'N;I‘
I

Houses of
Parliament 3
Rebuilt n neo-Gothic
styleaftertheold
palace burneddownin %
1834, the most famous =

rmbedetaesasds s partof the Briish
Vegmater T e
(. clocktower. Generally
| knownasBigBen.its
named after Benjamin

Hall who oversawits
construction

Blackfriars

Tower

. London Eye
Buitin 2000 and originally temporary. the Eye
instantly became amuch-loved landmark. The
30-minute spintakes you 135m above the ity from
where the views are unisurprisingly amazing.

to east, the Houses of Parliament [

the London Eye EJ , Somerset House £ ,
StPaul’s Cathedral £J , Tate Modern
Shakespeare’s Globe [, the Tower of
London [ and Tower Bridge [ .

Apart from covering this central
section of the river, boats can also be
taken upstream as far as Kew Gardens and
Hampton Court Palace, and downstream
to Greenwich and the Thames Barrier.

Tate Modern
Directly across the river from StPaul's,this
cathedral of modern arts the biggest n the
world. Built as apower station in the late 1940s,
its industrialarchitecture s as papular with visitors.
as the paintings on the walls.

Shakespeare's Globe

) /I\J
hundred metres from where the oiginal &too Tower Bridge

(and burntdown n 1613 during  performance)
The ife’ work of American actor Sam Wanamaker,
the theatre runs a hugely popular season from
Aprilto October each year.

‘The reconstructed Globe stands on therier

BOAT HOPPING

Thames Clippers hop-on/hop-off services
are aimed at commuters but are equally
useful for visitors, operating every 15 min-
utes on a loop from piers at Embankment,
Waterloo, Blackfriars, Bankside, London
Bridge and the Tower. Other services also
g0 from Westminster. Oyster cardholders
geta discount off the boat ticket price.

Tower of London
It'snot the tallest
buidingin London
anymore, but with

the Crown Jewels and
executionsite, the
900-year-old Tower
stillovrshadows the
city's other attractions.
From the iver you can
clearly see Trattors
Gate through which
enemiesof the crown
entered the prison.

N

Itmight ook as old
as ts namesake
neighbour butone
ofthe world's most
iconic bridges was
only completed
in1894. Not tobe
confused with London
Bridge upstrean. this
one's famous raising,
bascules alowed

tall ships todock
atthe old wharves
tothe westand are
stillfted up 101000
timesayear
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