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        GETTING THE MOST OUT OF LONELY PLANET MAPS

        E-reader devices vary in their ability to show our maps. To get the most out of the maps in this guide, use the zoom function on your device. Or, visit http://media.lonelyplanet.com/ebookmaps and grab a PDF download or print out all the maps in this guide.

      

    

	
        
            
                This map was taken from our country guide. If you want to discover more about the locations highlighted here, head to our website to buy books, download PDFs or find out about our full eBook offerings. http://www.lonelyplanet.com/ebooks

        

      

  
    
      
        need to know

      

      
        
          
            Top of section
          
        

      

    

    
      
        
            
                CURRENCY 

            »
                Pounds sterling (£)
            

            
                LANGUAGE 

            »
                English
            

            
                MONEY 

            »
                ATMs available in main towns, but scarce elsewhere. Credit cards accepted (not American Express). Some B&Bs, restaurants and campsites only accept cash.
            

            
                VISAS 

            »
                Generally not required for travellers from most Western nations
            

            
                MOBILE PHONES 

            »
                Reception erratic outside main towns. Useful in emergencies, if there’s a signal. Don’t use your phone’s maps when hiking – take a real map!
            

            
                TRANSPORT 

            »
                Driving on the left, steering wheel on the right. Regular buses between towns, patchy in rural areas. Trains to Kendal, Windermere, Carlisle and Cumbrian Coast.
            




       

      

                        
                When to Go
            

            [image: 00climatelad2png]

            
                HIGH SEASON
                    
            

            »
                July and August are the busiest months in the national park.
            

            »
                Half-terms and school holidays (especially Easter and Christmas) are also very busy.
            

            »
                Accommodation prices are at their highest and traffic jams are common.
            

            
                SHOULDER SEASON
            

            »
                Crowds thin out substantially in spring and autumn.
            

            »
                Off-season deals are often available at B&Bs and hotels.
            

            »
                Weather is often settled but beware of sudden downpours.
            

            »
                Autumn colours transform woodlands.
            

            
                LOW SEASON
            

            »
                Many attractions and activities close in January and February.
            

            »
                Snow usually covers the high fells between November and March.
            

            »
                Winter temperatures can reach several degrees below freezing.
            


       

      
            
                Your Daily Budget
            

            
                BUDGET UNDER 
                £60
            

            »
                Dorm room in a hostel £15–20
            

            »
                Self-catering from supermarkets £15
            

            »
                Getting around by bus £5
            

            »
                Hiking on the fells £0
            

            
                MIDRANGE 
                  £60
                 
                    –150
                
            

            »
                Double room in a B&B £70–100
            

            »
                Mid range meals in pubs and cafes £15–20
            

            »
                Petrol for the car £10
            

            »
               Admissions and tickets £10
            

            
                TOP END
                OVER 
                    £150
                
            

            »
                Room in a luxury hotel £150–200
            

            »
                Three-course dinner with wine £40–60
            

            »
                Guided minibus tour £50
            

        

       

      
            
                Websites
            

            »
                
                    Go Lakes
                 
                (www.golakes.co.uk) Comprehensive information from the official tourist board.

            »
                
                    Lake District National Park Authority
                 
                (www.lakedistrict.gov.uk) Background info on environment, activities and general news in the national park.

            »
                
                    Lonely Planet
                (www.lonelyplanet.com) Destination information, hotel bookings and more.
            

            »
                
                    National Trust Lake District
                 
                (www.nationaltrust.org.uk/lakedistrict)Information on all the NT’s properties and campsites.

        

       

      
            
                Exchange Rates
            

            	
                                
                                    
                                        Australia
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    A$1
                                

                            	
                                
                                    £0.63
                                

                            
                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        Canada
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    C$1
                                

                            	
                                
                                    £0.61
                                

                                                        
                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        Eurozone
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    €1
                                

                            	
                                
                                    £0.87
                                

                            
                                
	
                                
                                    
                                        Japan
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                   ¥100
                                

                            	
                                
                                    £0.78
                                

                            
                                
	
                                
                                    
                                        New Zealand
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    NZ$1
                                

                            	
                                
                                    £0.50
                                

                            
                                
	
                                
                                    
                                        USA
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    US$1
                                

                            	
                                
                                    £0.61
                                

                            
                            

                            

            
                For current exchange rates see www.xe.com.
            

        

       

      
            
                Important Numbers
            

            	
                                
                                    
                                        Brockhole Visitor Centre
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    [image: iconphonepng]
                                    015394-46601
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        Windermere Tourist Information Centre
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    [image: iconphonepng]
                                    015394-46499
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        Lake District Weatherline
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    [image: iconphonepng]
                                    0844 846 2444
                                

                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        Emergencies (ambulance, police, fire and mountain rescue)
                                    
                                

                            	
                                
                                    [image: iconphonepng]
                                    999
                                

                            

                            

            
        

       

      
            
                Arriving
            

            »
                
                    By Road
                
            

            
                The M6 motorway runs close to Kendal, Penrith and Carlisle.
            

            »
                
                  Windermere Train Station
                
            

            
                Last stop on the branch railway from Kendal and Oxenholme.
            

            
                Frequent buses from Windermere to towns, including Ambleside and Coniston.
            

            »
                
                    Carlisle Train Station
                
            

            
                Served by mainline trains north to Scotland and south to London Euston.
            

            
                Regional buses run from Carlisle bus station to the Lake District.
            

        


      
        
            
                Driving in the Lake District
            

            
                Driving in the Lake District is the most convenient way to get around, but you’ll need to be prepared for traffic jams in summer, school holidays and around bank holidays.
            

            With the exception of major roads (such as the A591 from Kendal to Windermere, the A66 from Penrith to Keswick and the A595 from Carlisle towards Cockermouth), most of the Lake District’s roads are narrow, windy and often hilly. GPS is useful for getting to main towns, but can be counterproductive in rural areas, often directing you down minor roads and farm tracks. In the countryside, single-lane roads with passing places are common, so you’ll need to be prepared to stop and let traffic pass, or reverse to the nearest layby.

            Look out for disc parking zones on the streets of towns such as Windermere, Kendal, Penrith and Ambleside.

      

    

    

  
    
      
        
          
            Top of section
          
        

      

      
            [image: 13-coniston-hawkshead-loc-lad2]

        

      
            
Coniston, Hawkshead & Around
            

        


     Includes »

     Coniston

     Hawkshead

     Grizedale Forest

     Hill Top & Near Sawrey

     Graythwaite Hall Gardens

     Wray Castle



Why Go?

Windermere might be bigger, Wastwater may be wilder, but Coniston Water maintains a rare air of serenity even on the busiest days. Stretching for 5 miles beneath the Old Man of Coniston, the lake is still famous for the speed attempts made here by Malcolm and Donald Campbell, but today it’s altogether more tranquil – the only boats you’ll see skimming across its surface are a couple of solar-powered launches and an antique steam yacht.

  Cloaked with woodland and criss-crossed by winding lanes, this is a famously picturesque corner of the Lake District. It’s also well known for its literary connections: John Ruskin lived here, William Wordsworth went to school here and Arthur Ransome was inspired to write Swallows and Amazons while staying here. But as always, it’s Beatrix Potter who looms largest: she adored the countryside around Coniston and Hawkshead and wrote some of her most famous tales at the idyllic little cottage of Hill Top in Near Sawrey.



When to Go?

This is a popular part of the Lake District, so it can get crowded in summer and the Easter holidays. If you’re visiting beauty spots such as Hill Top, Hawkshead and Tarn Hows, you’ll enjoy them more by visiting outside these times. September and October are great times of year, as the forests around Tarn Hows and Claife Heights are set ablaze with autumnal colours. Key festivals to look out for include Coniston’s Water Festival in July and the Coniston Walking Festival in September.



Best Places to Eat & Drink

»Drunken Duck (Click here)

»Church House Inn (Click here)

»Black Bull Inn (Click here)

»Jumping Jenny (Click here)

»Tower Bank Arms (Click here)

Best Places to Stay

»Yewfield (Click here)

»Summer Hill Country House (Click here)

»Bank Ground Farm (Click here)

»Yew Tree Farm (Click here)

»Graythwaite Hall (Click here)
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                    Coniston & Hawkshead Highlights
                

[image: 1] Explore the bike trails and outdoor artwork of Grizedale Forest (Click here)

[image: 2] Take a trip across Coniston Water on the restored steam yacht Gondola (Click here)

[image: 3] Visit John Ruskin’s lakeside sanctuary at Brantwood (Click here)

[image: 4] Follow the beautiful lakeshore trail through Claife Heights to Wray Castle (Click here)

[image: 5] Brave the throngs at Beatrix Potter’s cottage at Hill Top (Click here)

[image: 6] Pack a picnic and head for the shores of Tarn Hows (Click here)

[image: 7] Admire the sights from the summit of the Old Man (Click here)




CONISTON

POP 1948

Hunched beneath the slate summit of the Old Man of Coniston (803m/2276ft), the little village of Coniston grew up as a centre for the local copper-mining industry, but nowadays the only obvious reminders of the town’s industrial heyday are the abandoned quarries and mineshafts littering the surrounding hilltops.

Modern-day Coniston is mostly geared towards tourism: cruise boats putter across the lake to John Ruskin’s former home at Brantwood, and the town makes an ideal base for exploring the peaceful trails of nearby Tarn Hows and Grizedale Forest. But the town is still inextricably linked with Malcolm Campbell and his son Donald, who embarked on a string of world-record speed attempts here between the 1930s and 1960s.

[image: categorysightspng]Sights

Brantwood HISTORIC BUILDING

(www.brantwood.org.uk; adult/5-15yr £6.30/1.35, gardens only £4.50/1.35; [image: iconhourspng]11am-5.30pm mid-Mar–mid-Nov, 11am-4.30pm Wed-Sun mid-Nov– mid-Mar) This stately house on Coniston Water’s east bank was the lifelong home of John Ruskin (1819–1900), the Victorian polymath, philosopher and critic. During an illustrious writing career that spanned over 60 years, Ruskin expounded views on everything from Venetian architecture to the finer points of shell collecting, and in many ways was incredibly ahead of his time. Though best known for his art criticism, he was also a pioneering social reformer, proposing early concepts for community housing, the minimum wage and the welfare state. He was also an unstinting champion for the value of traditional arts and crafts over factory-made materials, a concept that he put into practice during his own renovation of Brantwood.

Ruskin acquired the house as a derelict shell in 1871. Over the next 20 years, he slowly expanded the house and grounds in the pursuit of his concept of ‘organic architecture’, inspired by natural forms and handcrafted materials. The result is a living monument to his aesthetic principles: every inch of the house, from the furniture to the gardens, was designed according to his painstaking instructions (he even dreamt up some of the wallpaper designs).

Highlights include the grand but surprisingly cosy drawing room, the tome-filled study, and the tiny upstairs bedroom decorated with some of his favourite watercolours (mostly by JMW Turner, and mostly copies of the originals). In the corner of the room is the little circular turret where Ruskin whiled away hours looking out across the lake and pondering the great issues of the day. Later in life he was afflicted by bouts of deep depression, and suffered some kind of mental collapse in the room. He never slept in there again.

As well as being a great thinker, Ruskin was also an inveterate collector: look out for hisenormous shell collection and a cornucopia of objets d’art collected on his travels. Though better known as a critic, Ruskin was also a talented painter in his own right, and the walls of the house are covered with his watercolours of Lakeland flora and fauna.

Outside the house, 100 hectares of gardens and terraces stretch up the fell-side (Brant derives from a Norse word meaning steep). Of particular note are the Hortus Inclusus, a herb garden modelled along medieval designs, and the Zig-Zaggy, inspired by the purgatorial mount in Dante’s Inferno. The best views are from the High Walk, designed by Ruskin’s cousin Joan Severn.

Brantwood is about 3 miles from Coniston. By car, you can follow the B5285 east of town and follow the signs, but a much better way to arrive is aboard a cruise boat from Coniston.

While you’re waiting for the next connection, hot soups, cream teas and homemade pies are served at the lovely Jumping Jenny (lunches £4-8; [image: iconhourspng]same as house) cafe, lodged inside Brantwood’s former coach house.
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Coniston Water LAKE

Coniston’s main attraction is undoubtedly its lake, which at 5 miles long and half a mile across is the third largest in the Lake District (after Windermere and Ullswater). It has two small islands, both of which are owned by the National Trust: Fir Island lies close to the eastern shore, while Peel Island sits at the lake’s southern end, and was supposedly one of the main inspirations for Wild Cat Island in Swallows and Amazons.

Coniston Water is a half-mile walk from the village along Lake Rd. Boats can be hired from the Coniston Boating Centre opposite the Bluebird Café.

The lakeshore offers lovely walking, especially the 4-mile stretch that leads along the lake’s west side, from Sunny Bank across Torver Common to the village. There are several jetties around the lake, but only the ones at Coniston and Brantwood are served by both the Coniston Launches and the Gondola.

Ruskin Museum MUSEUM

(www.ruskinmuseum.com; Yewdale Rd; adult/child £5.25/2.50; [image: iconhourspng]10am-5.30pm Easter–mid-Nov, 10.30am-3.30pm Wed-Sun mid-Nov–Easter) Coniston’s quirky little village museum is a treasure trove of Lakeland history. Founded at the turn of the century by Ruskin’s long-time compatriot and amanuensis WG Collingwood, the museum houses displays of prehistoric and Bronze Age artefacts, and provides plenty of background on copper mining, drystone walling, sheep farming and local crafts such as linen and lace making. There’s also an extensive section on John Ruskin, with displays of his writings, watercolours and sketchbooks. A recent addition is Arthur Ransome’s row boat, Mavis, which he used to explore Coniston’s wooded islands while writing Swallows and Amazons.

A new extension to the museum was completed in 2011, which in future years will house Donald Campbell’s historic Blue-bird K7 boat following its restoration. In the meantime you can view the boat’s Orpheus engine, as well as a comprehensive archive exploring the Campbell story. The museum also runs occasional guided walks around the village, covering points of interest related to the Campbells; they cost adult/child £7/3.50, including admission to the museum.

Discount tickets combing entry to Brantwood and the Coniston cruise boats are available: ask at the ticket office.


      
        
            THE CAMPBELL STORY

Coniston Water seems like a rather unlikely location for setting world speed records, but between the 1930s and the 1960s, this quiet corner of the Lakes was the setting for a series of audacious attempts by Sir Malcolm Campbell and his son, Donald, to break the world water-speed record.

Coniston’s speed connections stretch back to the late 1930s, when Malcolm (already a national motorcycle champion, Grand Prix racer and holder of nine land-speed records) chose the lake as the location for his latest attempt to break the water-speed record, which he had already broken three times (on Lake Geneva, Lake Maggiore in Italy and Lake Halwell in Switzerland). On 19 August 1939, piloting the revolutionary jet-fuelled powerboat Bluebird K4, Campbell achieved a speed of 141.74mph – a record that was still intact a decade later when he died at home in Surrey in 1948.

Malcolm wasn’t the only Campbell to be bitten by the speed bug, however. Having watched his father’s speed attempts as a boy, ex-RAF pilot Donald Campbell set about redesigning the K4 powerboat to mount his own challenge on the water-speed record, spurred on by several other racers who were attempting to steal his father’s title.

In June 1950 the record was finally broken by American pilot Stan Sayers, who achieved a new speed of 160.32mph in his boat Slo-mo-shun IV. It was five years before Campbell finally regained the record in the revolutionary jetboat Bluebird K7, first with a speed of 202.32mph on Ullswater, followed the same year by 216.1mph at Lake Mead in the United States. Campbell smashed the water-speed record several more times over the next decade, culminating at Lake Dumbleyung in Western Australia, where he reached 276.3mph in 1964, having already achieved the land-speed record (403.1mph) just a year before.

Tragically, the Campbell story ended in disaster back at Coniston Water on 4 January 1967. Having already clocked 297mph, Donald decided to make another attempt on the record without allowing sufficient time for the wake from his previous run to subside. Near the end of her return run, at an estimated 328mph, the Bluebird’s bow rose out of the water, flipped and struck the lake nose-first, killing Donald instantly. Thirty seconds later the boat had sunk without trace.

Controversially, the remains of the boat and its pilot were recovered from the lakebed in March 2001. Campbell’s remains were buried in the village churchyard of St Andrews, and the boat itself is currently being restored (hopefully to full working order) by local engineer and wreck diver Bill Smith, with the blessing of Campbell’s daughter Gina. Eventually the boat will be housed at the new extension at the Ruskin Museum, but it’s been a long and arduous process: find out the latest news on the restoration at www.bluebirdproject.com.





[image: categoryactivitiespng] Activities

Gondola CRUISE

(www.nationaltrust.org.uk/gondola; [image: iconhourspng]Apr-Oct) For a dash of Victorian elegance, you can’t top the puffing steam yacht Gondola, originally launched in 1859 and restored to its former glory in the 1980s by the National Trust. Looking like a cross between a Venetian vaporetto and an English houseboat, complete with cushioned saloons and polished wooden seats, it’s a stately way of seeing the lake, especially if you’re visiting Brantwood. And you don’t need to fret about carbon emissions from the Gondola’s steam-plume; she’s switched from mucky coal to ecofriendly waste-wood logs, cutting her carbon footprint by 90%.

There are several cruises on off er, all of which run weather permitting. All boats stop at the jetties at Coniston, Monk Coniston and Brantwood; only the Explorer and Wild Cat Cruises stop at the southern jetty at Parkamoor.

The Standard Cruise (adult/5-15yr £9.90/4.90) runs for 45 minutes, while the 90-minute Explorer Cruise (adult/child £21/10.50; [image: iconhourspng]2-3.45pm Mon, Thu & Sun) takes in the southern half of the lake, and includes guided commentary. The Wild Cat Island Walkers Cruise (adult/child £21/10.50; [image: iconhourspng]11am Sun) is a weekly trip to Wild Cat Island, stopping at Brantwood, Monk Coniston and the new Parkamoor jetty stop.

Coniston Launches CRUISE

(www.conistonlaunch.co.uk) The two original timber-hulled Coniston Launches (Ruskin and Ransome) date from the 1920s, but they’ve been powered almost entirely by solar panels since 2005. They were recently joined by a third vessel, Campbell, launched in 2011.

There are two circular routes, which run 10 times daily in summer, five times daily in winter. You can either buy a round-the lake ticket, allowing you to jump on and off, or just buy a single fare to a particular jetty. Special weekly cruises covering the Campbells and Arthur Ransome run only in summer.

The launches stop at several jetties around the lake: at Brantwood and Water Park on the east side, and Lake Bank, Sunny Bank, Torver, Coniston and the Waterhead Hotel on the west side.

The Northern Service (adult/5-16yr £9.50/4.95) stops at the northern jetties, including Coniston, Waterhead, Brantwood and Torver; the Southern Service (adult/5-16yr £13.50/6.75) includes the southern lake, with stops at the Water Park, Lake Bank and Sunny Bank jetties. The Campbells on Coniston (adult/5-16yr £12/6; [image: iconhourspng]12.30pm Tue Apr-Sep) is a cruise with commentary on the Campbell story, while the Swallows & Amazons (adult/5-16yr £12.50/6.25; [image: iconhourspng]12.30pm Wed Apr-Sep) is a 110-minute cruise including a visit to Wild Cat Island.

Coniston Boating Centre BOATING

([image: iconphonepng]015394-41366; www.lakedistrict.gov.uk/conistonboatingcentre) For self-propelled lake exploration, the boating centre hires out row boats (from £10 per hour for two people), kayaks (£15 per person for two hours), Canadian canoes (£25 per hour) and electric motor boats (from £20 per hour), plus dinghies (from £40 for two hours) for more experienced sailors.

There’s a car park next to the boating centre, but it’s usually full in summer.

Summitreks OUTDOORS

([image: iconphonepng]015394-41822; 14 Yewdale Rd) Outdoor equipment, camping and hiking supplies and organised activities.

[image: categoryfestivalpng] Festivals & Events

Coniston Water Festival LAKE FESTIVAL

There’s been a lake festival on Coniston since the mid-19th century. These days it’s held in July and hosts everything from sailing displays to plastic duck races.

Coniston Walking Festival WALKING

Hikers congregate in Coniston in September for a festival of guided walks, talks and hiking-themed events.

[image: categorysleep] Sleeping

If you’re really stuck for a room, most of the town pubs offer basic B&B.

[image: top-choice]Summer Hill Country House  ££ GUESTHOUSE

([image: iconphonepng]01539-436180; www.summerhillcountryhouse.com; Hawkshead Hill; d £96-116; [image: iconparkpng][image: iconwifipng]) It’s a few miles’ drive from Coniston, but there’s no doubt that this chic country house (built in the early 1700s) is the place to stay if you’re after a rural retreat. Owners Patsy and Mike have created five rooms filled with spoils: Gilchrist & Soames bath goodies, fresh fruit, DAB radios and even a Mac Mini for getting online. Our favourite is Room Four, with its monochrome colour scheme and bay window overlooking the gardens. The garden summer house is a gorgeous place to soak up the evening rays.

Bank Ground Farm ££ B&B

([image: iconphonepng]015394-41264; www.bankground.com; East of the Lake; d £90, cottages £475-695 per week; [image: iconparkpng]) This lakeside farmhouse offers both history and heritage in a gorgeous Grade II listed building, parts of which date from the 15th century. It oozes low-ceilinged, oak-beamed charm, and the seven rooms are primly done in plump pillows and country-style fabrics. It even boasts literary cachet – Arthur Ransome used it as the blueprint for ‘Holly Howe Farm’ in Swallows and Amazons, and it featured heavily in the 1974 film adaptation. For longer stays, there are self-catering cottages and a huge three-floored converted barn.

Yew Tree Farm ££ FARMSTAY

([image: iconphonepng]015394-41433; www.yewtree-farm.com; r £100-124; [image: iconparkpng]) Seen Miss Potter? Then you might find this whitewashed farmhouse familiar – it doubled in the film as Beatrix’s house at Hill Top. It’s still very much a working farm, so you’ll fall asleep to a soundtrack of assorted moos and bleats: the three rooms are surprisingly luxurious, especially ‘Tarn Hows’ with its cruck rafters and king-size four-poster. Sadly, the tea room is no longer open to non-guests. The farm’s about 1.5 miles north along Yewdale Rd.

Lakeland House ££ B&B

([image: iconphonepng]015394-41303; www.lakelandhouse.co.uk; Tilber-thwaite Ave; s £40-50, d £74-100; [image: iconwifipng]) This basic B&B is short on frills, but it’s the best option if you want to stay in the heart of the village. Perched above Holland’s cafe, the en suite rooms are clean but spartan (a bed, a tea tray and a shower is about all you’ll get): ask for the attic Lookout Suite for the most space. Remember to choose your breakfast the night before by chalking it up on the blackboard.

Holly How YHA £ HOSTEL

([image: iconphonepng]0845 371 9511; conistonhh@yha.org.uk; Far End; dm £16.40-19.99; [image: iconphonepng]reception 7.30-10am & 5-10pm) Another fine gabled house turned smart YHA, along the road to Ambleside. The communal areas include a lounge (with original plasterwork ceiling) and a bright, sunny cafe serving evening meals; the dorms, however, are rather bland. It’s a school-trip and activity-group favourite, so book ahead.

Coppermines YHA £ HOSTEL

([image: iconphonepng]0870 770 5772; dm £16.40-19.99; [image: iconhourspng]reception 7-11am & 5-10pm Easter-Oct) This former mine manager’s cottage is hidden away in the hills surrounded by piles of slate and old mine workings. It’s pretty basic, with a simple kitchen and bunks in three four-bed dorms and two larger dorms, but makes an ideal head-start for trips to the Old Man and Wetherlam. It’s 1¼ miles from Coniston along an unsealed track that starts off Yewdale Rd.

Coniston Hall £ CAMPGROUND

([image: iconphonepng]015394-41223; sites for 2 adults & car £13; [image: iconhourspng]Easter-Oct) The village’s main campsite is about a mile south of town off the A593. The site is spread out over 12-odd hectares along the lakeside, with showers, an on-site laundry and a small shop.

Hoathwaite Campsite £ CAMPGROUND

([image: iconphonepng]015394-63862; nationaltrust.org.uk; adult/child £6/3, £1 discount outside summer) This new National Trust campsite occupies a prime lake-view spot between Coniston and Torver, but at the moment it’s primitive: facilities are only offered between May and October, and even then they’re limited to two electric showers and four toilets in an old barn. At other times of year, you’ll have to bring your own portaloo(!). The lower field is reserved for groups; the top field has space for tents, campervans and caravans. Cash and cheque only. It’s just off the A593, about a mile from Coniston; look out for the sign on the left-hand side just before you reach Torver.


Wheelgate Country Guest House £ B&B

([image: iconphonepng]015394-41418; www.wheelgate.co.uk; Little Arrow; d £80-90) Chintzy but cosy B&B in a clematis-clad farmhouse, 1½ miles south in Little Arrow.

[image: categoryeatpng] Eating & Drinking

For lunch or afternoon tea, there’s nowhere better in Coniston than the Jumping Jenny cafe at Brantwood.

Church House Inn ££ PUB

([image: iconphonepng]01539-441282; www.chuchhouseinntorver.com; Torver; mains £11.25-14.25) While the crowds stick to Coniston’s pubs, more discerning diners head for this traditional little inn in Torver, which has a well-deserved reputation for its food thanks to its talented chefs Michael and Jimmy, who both polished their skills at the Drunken Duck. The food’s rich and hearty (game pie, old spot pork, tattie hotpot), but done with real panache; even the chutneys and breads are homemade. The Sunday roast is a beaut, too – but you’ll have to get in early to beat the locals.

Sun Hotel ££ PUB

([image: iconphonepng]015394-41248; www.thesunconiston.com; mains £11-15) Campbell connections abound at this venerable coaching inn, as Donald had his HQ here during his final fateful campaign. The grand, gabled building is perched up a little incline behind the village, with a choice of tables either in the conservatory, the beamed, slate-floored bar, or the grassy front garden. Pub grub specials are chalked up on blackboards, while guest ales are poured from barrels right behind the bar.

Black Bull Inn ££ PUB

(www.conistonbrewery.com; Yewdale Rd; mains £6-14) This whitewashed village inn is one of the best small-scale breweries in the Lakes; the Bluebird Bitter and Old Man Ale have scooped awards from some of Britain’s top real ale associations. Inside black-and white photos of Coniston in its heyday line the walls of the rambling bar, while the front patio is always packed with post-hike drinkers on sunny days.

Bluebird Café £ CAFE

(Lake Rd; lunches £4-8; [image: iconhourspng]breakfast & lunch) This busy lakeside cafe was originally built by the Furness Railway Company, but it now makes a perfect place for a sandwich, spud or salad before you jump on the lake launch.

Meadowdore Cafe £ CAFE

(Hawkshead Old Rd; £4-7) Fill up on standards such as fish and chips and filled baguettes at this village cafe.

Harry’s £ CAFE

(4 Yewdale Rd; mains £6.95-11.90) Wine bar offering a snack menu of pasta standards, pizzas and Aberdeen Angus burgers.

      
        
            [image: 13-old-man-wt-lad2]

START CONISTON

FINISH CONISTON

DISTANCE 7½ MILES

DURATION FOUR TO FIVE HOURS

Hiking Tour: The Old Man of Coniston

Hunkering above Coniston like a benevolent giant, the Old Man (803m/2276ft) presents an irresistible challenge. The most popular route is up the east side along the Coppermines Valley, but it’s an unrelentingly steep slog. Instead, this route circles behind the Old Man via the spectacular ridge between Brown Pike and Dow Crag.

Start in Coniston and follow the road past the Sun Inn for half a mile to the start of the [image: 1] Walna Scar Rd (you can park here if you’ve got a car). Go through the gate and head west along the track, admiring the view  across the barren expanse of Torver High Common.

The path leads west, passing the tiny pond of [image: 2]  Boo Tarn after about a mile. Ignore the side-trail north towards Goat’s Water and continue west, following the trail up as it climbs the south flank of [image: 3]  Brown Pike (682m/2238ft) and traces the ridgeline across [image: 4]  Buck Pike (744m/2441ft) and [image: 5]  Dow Crag (778m/2552ft). The views east across Goat’s Water to the Old Man are superb, but the drop is severe; take care near the edge, especially when it’s windy.

From Dow Crag, the trail circles round the northern side of Goat’s Water, dropping into the saddle of [image: 6]  Goat’s Hause before following a leg-sapping incline up the west side of the Old Man. At the [image: 7]  summit, you’ll be rewarded with a glorious 360-degree panorama, east over Coniston Water, north towards Wetherlam and west towards the trio of fells you’ve just climbed. On a clear day, you’ll see south all the way to Morecambe Bay.

From the cairn at the top, a zigzag trail tracks sharply down the mountain’s northern side. Follow the slippery path down to [image: 8]  Low  Water, and then east through the abandoned slate quarries beneath Colt Crag. A stone staircase has been cut out at points, but it’s still very steep. The path winds down the valley along the southern back of Levers Beck, passing the [image: 9]  Coppermines YHA en route back to the village.





[image: chap-grey-info-png]Information

The only bank in Coniston is a small branch of Barclays, but it weirdly has no ATM; there are fee-charging Link machines at the post office and petrol station.

Coniston Tourist Office ([image: iconphonepng]015394-41533; www.conistontic.org; Ruskin Ave; [image: iconhourspng]9.30am-5.30pm Easter-Oct, to 4pm Nov-Mar; [image: iconwifipng]) This community-run super-efficient information centre sells walking leaflets (£1) and the Coniston Loyalty Card (£2), which offers local discounts. Wi-fi is available for a small donation.

Holland’s Cafe (Tilberthwaite Ave; internet per 15min £1; [image: iconhourspng]9am-5pm Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm Sat & Sun) Internet access.

[image: chap-grey-info-png]Getting There & Around

For information on the Cross-Lakes Experience.

The Ruskin Explorer ticket (adult/child £16/7.30) includes the bus fare from Windermere, plus a Coniston launch ticket and admission to Brantwood. Pick it up from the tourist office or the bus driver.

Useful bus routes:

505 (six to eight daily March to October) Hawkshead (15 minutes), Ambleside (36 minutes), Brockhole (45 minutes) and Windermere (50 minutes). Two buses a day continue to Kendal (1 hour 20 minutes).

X12 (five daily Monday to Saturday) To Ulverston (30 minutes).



HAWKSHEAD

POP 1640

As Lakeland villages go, they just don’t get much more picture-perfect than tiny Hawkshead. With its cob cottages, narrow alleys and criss-crossing lanes, it feels like a medieval relic from a bygone age – or at least it would, if it weren’t for the streams of trippers who mill around its cobbled streets by the score throughout the summer months. The crush can be oppressive in peak season, but the proximity of Esthwaite Water, Grizedale Forest and Claife Heights thankfully mean there’s always somewhere to escape the madding crowds.

The Hawkshead Post Office and Village Shop (Main St; [image: iconhourspng]7.30am-5.30pm Mon-Sat, 8am-4pm Sun) is on Main St.


[image: categorysightspng]Sights & Activities

Traffic is banned in the centre of Hawkshead, so it’s a great place for strolling. The village owes its existence to monks from Furness Abbey, who founded Hawkshead as a centre for the medieval wool trade. Following the dissolution of the abbey under Henry VIII, Hawkshead was granted its own market charter by James I, and became one of the main trading villages in the central Lakes. Several of the lanes still bear names that hint at their former usage – look out for Leather, Rag and Putty Sts, for example.


[image: 13-hawkshead-lad2]




Hawkshead

      
        Sights

1 Beatrix Potter Gallery B1

2 Hawkshead Grammar School B3

3 National Trust ShopB1




      Activities, Courses & Tours

4 Summitreks B2



    
      Sleeping


5 Ann Tyson’s Cottage A1

6 Hawkshead Croft D1



    
      Eating


7 King’s Arms B2

8 Queen’s Head B2



    
      Shopping


9 Hawkshead Relish Company B2

10 Hawkshead Village Shop B1

11 Honeypot A2

12 Poppi Red B2





Hawkshead Grammar School HISTORIC BUILDING

(www.hawksheadgrammar.org.uk; admission £2; [image: iconhourspng]10am-1pm & 2-5pm Mon-Sat, 1-5pm Sun Apr-Sep,10-1pm & 2-3.30pm Mon-Sat, 1-3.30pm Sun Oct) Despite its diminutive appearance, Hawkshead’s village school was once renowned as Lakeland’s foremost seat of learning. Well-to-do young gentlemen were sent here from across the region to receive a grounding in Latin, Greek, mathematics, rhetoric and classical literature. Among the school’s famous alumni were William Wordsworth and his older brother John, who arrived in Hawkshead following their mother’s death in 1778. William remained in Hawkshead for the next nine years, boarding in the house now known as Ann Tyson’s Cottage before leaving in 1787 to continue his education at Cambridge.

The schoolroom has been left largely unchanged since the school closed in 1909. In Wordsworth’s day pupils would have sat here for up to 10 hours a day, covering such weighty subjects as Euclidean geometry, Pythagorean arithmetic, Platonic debate and Greek and Latin rhetoric – so it’s little wonder that naughty young Will felt the urge to scratch his name into one of the school desks (no doubt earning a birching for his trouble).

Upstairs you can also view the headmaster’s former study – one of the schoolmasters during Wordsworth’s scholastic days was Edward Christian, the older brother of Fletcher Christian (of mutiny on the Bounty fame). Both the Christian brothers were born in nearby Cockermouth.

Beatrix Potter Gallery ART GALLERY

(NT; [image: iconphonepng]015394-36355; www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-beatrixpottergallery; Main St; adult/child £4.60/2.30; [image: iconhourspng]10.30am-5pm Sat-Thu Jun-Aug, 11am-5pm Sat-Thu Apr-May & Sep-Oct, 11am-3.30pm Feb-Mar) In the centre of the village are the former offices of Beatrix Potter’s husband, solicitor William Heelis, whose firm had been based in Hawkshead since the mid-19th century. The offices have now been converted into this intriguing little art gallery, displaying a collection of watercolours, sketchbooks and studies from the National Trust’s Beatrix Potter archive.

While she is best known for her children’s books, Beatrix was also a perceptive student of nature and wildlife, and her botanical sketches of flowers, animals and particularly fungi provide an intriguing counterpoint to her more famous work.

The gallery also has some informative displays on Beatrix’ work as a conservationist, especially her long campaign to protect the natural landscape of the Lakes from over-development by buying up local land and farms.

Entry is by timed ticket. Discounts are available if you’ve already visited Hill Top.

St Michael’s Church CHURCH

Lodged on a slight rise just behind the village, St Michael’s largely dates from the 16th century, although parts of the building (including the eight-belled tower) are thought to be older. The church is notable for its elegant central nave, lined with circular pillars and decorative arches, as well as a striking war memorial designed by Ruskin’s secretary, WG Collingwood (apparently inspired by his interest in Cumbria’s pre-Norman crosses).

      
        
            BEATRIX POTTER

Of all the Lake District’s literary figures, none commands a more fanatical following than Helen Beatrix Potter (1866–1943). More than a century after the publication of her first book, The Tale of Peter Rabbit, her anthropomorphic children’s fables continue to sell by the bucketload, and her former house at Hill Top remains one of the most visited tourist attractions in Northern England, receiving in excess of 65,000 visitors every year.

Born to a privileged family in South Kensington in 1866 (her father was a barrister, her mother the wealthy daughter of a cotton magnate), Beatrix Potter’s connections with the Lake District date back to a family holiday to the region in 1882. A shy and lonely child (thanks to her strict governess education and isolation from other children), the young Beatrix was fascinated by animals, botany and nature, and she instantly felt an extraordinary kinship with the Lake District landscape. Over the course of several summer holidays in the Lakes, she whiled away hours sketching flowers, trees and fungi, not to mention her ever-growing menagerie of pets: frogs, newts, toads and ferrets, as well as a pair of bunny rabbits named Peter and Benjamin Bouncer (who she liked to parade around on a lead).

Though her parents initially frowned on her creative leanings, Beatrix was encouraged to pursue her artistic ambitions by the local vicar and family friend Canon Hardwicke Rawnsley, who recognised her talent and encouraged her to complete her first book, The Tale of Peter Rabbit.

Though initially rejected by several publishers, the book was eventually printed by the small firm Frederick Warne & Co in 1901, and was an almost instant smash hit, selling in excess of 25,000 copies in its first year. Its financial success enabled Potter to buy her farm at Hill Top – the first of many property purchases in the Lakes – and spawned a series of 22 more books over the next 20 years, culminating with The Tale of Little Pig Robinson in 1930.

While her literary life was an unquestionable success, she had her share of hardships. Her first engagement to her publisher, Norman Warne, ended tragically in 1905 when he died suddenly of anaemia. She later married local solicitor William Heelis in 1913, who she met during the purchase of her second property in Lakeland, Castle Farm.

After she married, Beatrix became increasingly interested in hill farming and animal husbandry: during the 1920s and ’30s she established her own prize-winning flock of Herdwick sheep, became a respected agricultural judge and president of the Herdwick Sheep Breeders’ Association, and worked tirelessly to protect the Lakeland landscape she so adored.

She died in 1943 at the age of 77, bequeathing her 1600-hectare estate to the National Trust. Some of her early work is displayed at the Armitt Museum in Ambleside and the Beatrix Potter Gallery in Hawkshead.





Summitreks OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

([image: iconphonepng]015394-36655; The Square) Small outlet for this experienced activity provider.

Esthwaite Water LAKE

To the south of Hawkshead, surrounded by overhanging trees and dappled woodland, Esthwaite Water is an oasis of peace and quiet compared to some of the better-known lakes. It’s one of only a handful without any shoreline trail: the only place with public access to the lakeshore is the small car park at Ridding Wood, near the southern end.

Esthwaite is also home to the largest trout fishery (www.hawksheadtrout.com) in northwest England, as well as a healthy population of pike, perch, rudd and roach. Courses are available if you’d like to learn the finer points of line casting and fly tying; tuition costs £110 for a full day including tackle hire and boat, plus £50 for every extra person.

A shore permit costs £28 per day and includes a ‘catch and release’ limit of up to four fish. A boat permit costs £41.50/67.50 for one/two people and includes boat hire and four fish.

Cheaper evening permits starting at 4pm are also available, and there are also ‘novice fishing packages’ designed specially for adults and children.

        
            [image: categorysleeppng]
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[image: icontopchoicepng]Drunken Duck £££PUB

([image: iconphonepng]015394-36347; www.drunkenduckinn.co.uk; Barngates; mains £12.95-21.95; [image: iconparkpng]) The renowned Drunken Duck is much more than a gastropub – it’s a brewery, boozer, bistro and boutique inn all rolled into one. Inside, the 400-year-old building blends rustic architecture with country chic: slate bar, oak beams and vintage signs in the bar, offset by leather chairs and wood floors in the dining room. Home-brewed ales come from the Barngates Brewery behind the pub, but it’s the food people travel for – venison loin, duck confit, lamb rump, served (of course) with champ and cavallo nero rather than plain mash and broccoli. Rooms off er chic spoils such as Roberts radios, enamel baths and rolling views. Unfortunately, the Duck’s fame precedes it – it’s one of the Lake District’s most desirable dining destinations, and you’ll need military precision to bag a table in summer. Lunch is a better bet, as it doesn’t take bookings. It’s halfway between Skelwith Bridge and Hawkshead; look out for the brown signs on the B5285 and B5286.

Yewfield ££ GUESTHOUSE

([image: iconphonepng]015394-36765; www.yewfield.co.uk; Hawkshead Hill; d £98-124; [image: iconparkpng][image: iconwifipng]) Zen aesthetics mingle with Victorian Gothic at this swish guesthouse on Hawkshead Hill, run by the owners of Zeffirelli’s in Ambleside. Oak panels meet Oriental bedspreads in the rooms, but there’s a more austere feel to the grand tower suite. Downstairs there’s a stylish lounge complete with a grand piano, and the veggie breakfast features home-baked bread, muesli and fresh fruit. It’s a bit tricky to find, on a minor road offthe B5285 between Coniston and Hawkshead.

Ann Tyson’s Cottage ££ B&B

([image: iconphonepng]015394-36405; www.anntysons.co.uk; Wordsworth St; s £35-75, d £66-74) Both the Words-worth boys once lodged at this tiny cottage down one of Hawkshead’s narrow back-streets, where they were looked after by the genial ‘old dame’ Ann Tyson. These days the house is snug and chintzy, crammed with padded bedheads, low ceilings and tiny windows, as well as an antique bed that once belonged to John Ruskin.

Hawkshead YHA £ HOSTEL

([image: iconphonepng]0845 371 9321; hawkshead@yha.org.uk; dm £10.40-18.40; [image: iconhourspng]reception 7.30am-10pm, hostel open year-round; [image: iconinternetpng]) Hawkshead’s hostel is lodged inside a regal Regency house near Esthwaite Water, decked out with original cornicing, panelled doors and even a veranda. As usual the dorms are nothing fancy, but there’s bike rental, a cafe (meals £3 to £6) and buses stop outside the door. Unfortunately it’s another of the Lake District YHAs which has recently been put up for sale, and may or may not be open by the time you read this – check the YHA website for the latest news.

Hawkshead Hall Campsite £ CAMPGROUND

([image: iconphonepng]015394-36221; www.hawksheadhall-campsite.co.uk; 2 people, tent & car £15; [image: iconhourspng]mid-Mar–mid-Oct) Basic tap-and-tent site a quarter of a mile north of the village. It’s mainly geared towards families and couples (ie no stag nights or hens parties). Facilities are limited to a portacabin shower block.

Hawkshead Croft £ CAMPGROUND

([image: iconphonepng]015394-36374; www.hawkshead-croft.com; 2 people, tent & car £15.75-18.75; [image: iconhourspng]mid-Mar–mid-Sep) Caravans rule the roost here, although there’s a rather cramped field that’s reserved for tents. Facilities include a coin-op laundry, games room and modern shower block.

Queen’s Head ££ PUB

(www.queensheadhotel.co.uk; Main St; mains £12-17.50, d £40-90; [image: iconparkpng]) Oak-panelled character abounds in this ancient village pub, and the menu is surprisingly upmarket, with such fare as woodland venison, Gressingham duck and Winster Valley pork. It’s crammed with nooks and crannies to hide away in, and the atmosphere is pleasantly antique.

King’s Arms ££ PUB

(www.kingsarmshawkshead.co.uk; The Square; mains £8-14) Another 500-year-old inn, serving steak pie, Cumberland bangers and bean chilli among beams and brass horseshoes.

        
            [image: categoryshoppng]
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Hawkshead Relish Company FOOD

(www.hawksheadrelish.com; The Square) This famous relish company sells a tempting range of chutneys, relishes and mustards, from classic piccalilli to fruity Westmorland Chutney.

Honeypot FOOD

(The Square) The village deli has a great selection for packing your own picnic, including Cumbrian cheeses, honeys and bottled ales.

Poppi Red GIFTS

(www.poppi-red.co.uk; The Square) Frilly and ultra-feminine gift shop with a cutesy stock of home furnishings, pottery and craftwork, and a small tea-room that’s drowning in polka dots.

[image: chap-grey-info-png]Getting There & Around 

For information on the Cross-Lakes Experience.

Useful bus routes:

505 (10 Monday to Saturday, six Sunday mid-March to October)

X31 (four daily April to September) Circular bus from Coniston to Hawkshead via Tarn Hows. A couple of buses continue to Ulverston.

AROUND HAWKSHEAD 

Grizedale Forest

Stretching for over 6000 acres across the hilltops between Coniston Water and Esthwaite Water is Grizedale Forest (www.forestry.gov.uk/grizedalehome), a dense conifer forest whose name derives from the Old Norse griss-dale, meaning ‘valley of the pigs’. Though it looks lush and unspoilt today, the forest has been largely replanted over the last 100 years; by the late 19th century, the original woodland had practically disappeared thanks to the demands of the local logging, mining and charcoal industries.

Criss-crossed by hiking trails and mountain-bike routes, as well as a high-wire adventure park strung between the trees, the forest makes a fantastic all-day outing. But it’s not just worth visiting for its natural attractions; since 1977 artists have created over 60 outdoor sculptures around the forest, including a wooden xylophone, a wave of carved ferns and a huge Tolkienesque ‘man of the forest’. Many of the artworks nestle almost invisibly among the trees, so keep your eyes peeled on your walk around.

Grizedale Information Centre ([image: iconphonepng]01229-860010; grizedale@forestry.gsi.gov.uk; [image: iconhourspng]10am-4pm) has a small shop and cafe, and also sells maps detailing the forest trails and outdoor sculptures.

[image: categoryactivitiespng] Activities

Forest Trails WALKING, BIKING

Alongside the artworks, there are eight marked walking trails through the forest, from the relatively short routes around Ridding Wood (1 mile/one hour; marked in blue) and Machell’s Coppice (1.5 miles/one hour; marked in purple) through to the tough hike to the forest’s highest point at Carron Crag (3 miles/two hours; marked in red) and the long-distance Silurian Way (9 miles/five hours; marked in green).

There are also five different way-marked bike routes – some are easy family rides, while others, including the new 16km North Face Trail, are designed for experienced mountain bikers.

Maps of all the trails are sold at the visitor centre, while hire bikes, route guides and trail maps are available from Grizedale Mountain Bike Hire ([image: iconphonepng]01229-860369; www.grizedalemountainbikes.co.uk; per day adult £26-50, child £16; [image: iconhourspng]9am-5.30pm Mar-Oct, last hire 2pm in winter, 3pm rest of year).

Go Ape OUTDOORS

([image: iconphonepng]0870 458 9189; http://goape.co.uk/sites/grizedale; adult/child £30/20; [image: iconhourspng]9-5pm Easter-Oct, closed Tue during term time) This treetop assault course is one of two in the Lake District (the other is in Whinlatter Forest, near Keswick). It features a dizzying network of rope ladders, bridges, platforms and ziplines that takes about two hours. There’s a minimum age limit of 10 years, and you’ll need to be more than 4ft 7in (1.4m) in height. Needless to say, you’ll also need to have a head for heights – regardless of whether you’re a gorilla (adult) or baboon (child).

[image: categorysleep] Sleeping

Grizedale Lodge ££ GUESTHOUSE

([image: iconphonepng]015394-36532; www.grizedale-lodge.com; d £95-100; [image: iconparkpng]) Despite the rather grand tag of ‘Hotel in the Forest’, this is in fact just a seriously nice B&B, in a lovely private spot in the middle of the forest. Rooms are done out with tester beds, puffy pillows and frilly fabrics, and for breakfast there’s whisky-laced porridge and a full-on fry-up. You might even spot a deer grazing on the lawn.

Bowkerstead Farm £ CAMPGROUND

([image: iconphonepng]01229-860208; www.grizedale-camping.co.uk; Satterthwaite; adult/child £6/2.50, pods £25, yurt £50) Just outside Satterthwaite, about a mile south of the Grizedale Visitor Centre, this is a campsite from the old school, with several spacious camping fields on a wooded farm, but unashamedly frugal facilities (the his-and-hers shower block is very basic). The site can get boggy in heavy rain, but there’s a yurt and a few camping pods for extra shelter.

      
        
          [image: dont-miss]
        

        
            TARN HOWS

Two miles off the B5285 from Hawkshead, a twisting country lane wends its way to the famous lake of Tarn Hows. Nestled in a natural bowl surrounded by sun-dappled woodland, it’s one of the Lake District’s best-known (and most popular) beauty spots – but in fact the lake isn’t natural at all. It was created in 1862 by wealthy landowner and MP James Marshall, who owned the surrounding land as part of his family estate at Monk Coniston Hall.

In an eff ort to attract visitors to the area, he combined the original three small tarns into one, designing a new shoreline with plantations of pine, larch and spruce alongside the native oak and birch trees. The strategy worked: within 50 years the tarn was a regular stop on the route for tourist charabancs from Ambleside and Windermere, and it’s still one of the national park’s most popular picnic spots.

The tarn and over 4000 acres of surrounding land was bought by Beatrix Potter in 1930, and subsequently bequeathed to the National Trust. Since 1965 it has been a SSSI (Site of Special Scientific Interest), and supports lots of rare flora and fauna, including water lobelia, water lilies and bog-bean, as well as juniper bushes and unusual lichens. Red squirrels can sometimes be spotted racing through the treetops, too, so bring some good binoculars. Less palatably, the tarn is also home to a small population of medicinal leeches, which were once fairly common in British lakes, but are now surprisingly scarce.

There’s an easy circular stroll around the lake, with plenty of scenic viewpoints en route where you can stop and admire the view. It takes about an hour, but can be very busy in summer: if the crowds are a problem, there are several side paths around Tom Heights to explore, or you could tackle the exciting hike to the top of nearby Holme Fell (317m/1040 ft).

Parking is free for National Trust members, but finding a space can be difficult on busy summer weekends. The newly built visitor centre near the National Trust car park explores the history of the lake and some of the people involved in its development.

The seasonal X31 bus stops on Hawkshead Hill, about a mile from the lake. If you prefer, you could walk up to the tarn from Coniston along the woodland paths through the Monk Coniston estate at the northern end of Coniston Water. It’s a 5- to 6-mile round trip, taking around three hours.





Pepper House ££ B&B

([image: iconphonepng]01229-860206; www.pepper-house.co.uk; Satterthwaite; s £42, d £74; [image: iconparkpng]) Three no-nonsense B&B rooms in a cruck-framed farmhouse near Satterthwaite. It’s a good spot for animal lovers: assorted cats and dogs roam the house, and outside there’s a small flock of Herdwicks and Swaledales, and a horse named Oliver.

[image: chap-grey-info-png]Getting There & Away

The main Grizedale car park, where you’ll find the visitor centre and bike-hire centre, is about 3 miles south of Hawkshead. Several other small car parks are dotted around the edge of the forest.

The only bus that serves the forest is the X30 (four daily Easter to November), which makes a loop via Hawkshead, Grizedale, Lakeside, Newby Bridge and Haverthwaite as part of the Cross-Lakes Experience route.


Hill Top & Near Sawrey

If there’s anywhere in the Lakes where you can still discern the spirit of the real Beatrix Potter beneath all the kitschy clutter, it’s Hill Top (NT; www.nationaltrust.co.uk/hilltop; Near Sawrey; adult/child £7/3.50; [image: iconhourspng]house 10am-4.30pm or 5pm Apr-Oct, 10.30am-3.30pm Feb & Mar, closed Fri year-round; shop & garden open daily except Jan) Beatrix purchased this picture-perfect farmhouse in the shady hamlet of Near Sawrey in 1905 (largely on the proceeds of her first book, The Tale of Peter Rabbit), and went on to write a string of bestsellers at the house, although after 1913 she mostly lived at nearby Castle Farm and used Hill Top mainly as a base from which to administer her rapidly expanding property portfolio.

The house has hardly changed since Potter’s death in 1943, and still contains much of her original pottery, china and furniture (as stipulated in her will). Dedicated Potterites will spot countless decorative details that Beatrix wove into her tales – particularly in the kitchen, garden and vegetable patch.

      
        
            THE ART OF BUSHCRAFT

If your camp skills only stretch as far as heating a can of beans over a propane stove, then it might be a good idea to book yourself in for a bushcraft course with Woodsmoke ([image: iconphonepng]01900-821733; www.woodsmoke.uk.com). Courses are run on a private estate near Esthwaite Water, and cover everything from the basics of fire-lighting, foraging and shelter construction through to advanced skills such as tracking and bow-making.

Courses are held throughout the year; the three-day introductory Trailbreaker Course costs £225 per person.





As one of Lakeland’s key visitor attractions, Hill Top can be a serious scrum in summer, especially since the success of the 2006 biopic Miss Potter. Entry is by timed ticket to avoid overcrowding, but the queues can still be horrendously long (tickets are often sold out by 2pm, and don’t even think about trying to visit on a Bank Holiday). It’s particularly popular with Japanese visitors, so many of the information signs are bilingual.

From Near Sawrey, the B5285 runs southwest for about a mile along the west side of Esthwaite Water, passing through Far Sawrey before dropping downhill to Ferry House and the Windermere ferry.
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Tower Bank Arms ££ PUB

([image: iconphonepng]015394-36334; www.towerbankarms.co.uk; Near Sawrey; mains £8-14, s/d £50/80) Eagle-eyed Potter fans might recognise this village pub, as it famously featured in The Tale of Jemima Puddleduck. Covered in climbing roses and with a neat little clock above the porch, it makes a fine spot for lunch after a visit to Hill Top. There’s a sweet little beer garden out back overlooking farmland and fields, plus a handful of teeny bedrooms upstairs, all christened after Cumbrian numbers. Food is rich and filling (beef and ale stew, mushroom stroganoff) and there’s a choice of Hawkshead and Barngates ales at the bar.

Graythwaite Hall ££ HOLIDAY COTTAGES

([image: iconphonepng]015395-31351; www.graythwaiteholidays.co.uk; cottages from £490 per week) Holiday digs on the sprawling 6000-acre estate of Graythwaite Hall, ranging from cute estate worker’s cottages for two to a beautiful lakeside house sleeping 10. All the houses are different, but have mod-cons including kitchens, dishwashers and Sky TV. The estate has its own swimming pool and fitness hall, and ample grounds to explore.

Sawrey House ££ HOTEL

([image: iconphonepng]015394-36387; www.sawreyhouse.com; Near Sawrey; s £52-62, d £120-164; [image: iconparkpng]) This splendid Victorian mansion is literally steps from Hill Top. The building’s a real beauty, all tall chimneys and elegant gables, and is leased by the owners from the National Trust. The feel throughout is old-fashioned – ruffles, ruches and floral fabrics in the bedrooms, country magazines and sofas in the lounge – but the countryside views from the rear rooms are amazing. Dinner and B&B packages are good value.

Buckle Yeat ££ COTTAGE

([image: iconphonepng]015394-3644; www.buckle-yeat.co.uk; Near Sawrey; d £80-90; [image: iconparkpng]) You can actually sleep inside a Beatrix Potter tale at this gorgeous 17th-century cottage, which featured in The Tale of Tom Kitten. The six rooms are snug in a country farmhouse way, if a little overpriced.

Sawrey Hotel ££ PUB

([image: iconphonepng]01539-443425; www.sawrey-hotel.co.uk; Far Sawrey; d £70, mains £12-16; [image: iconparkpng]) Just about the only place for a pint and a pie between Ferry House and Near Sawrey is the Sawrey Hotel, whose black-and-white bulk sits just behind the B5285 road. The rooms are drab, so it’s best visited for a bit of pub nosh and a pint in the Claife Crier bar (apparently built using wood from local shipwrecks).

Garth Country House ££ SELF-CATERING

([image: iconphonepng]015394-36346; www.thegarthcountryhouse.co.uk; Near Sawrey; cottages £300-625 per week) Three self-catering properties surrounded by ornamental shrubs and ordered lawns. The best is the original Aspland Place villa, which boasts original Victorian tiles, fireplaces and bay windows; the smaller houses at Garth Court and Gardener’s Cottage are both charming.

[image: chap-grey-info-png]Getting There & Away

Near Sawrey is 2 miles south of Hawkshead. The Cross-Lakes Experience minibus travels through the village on its way from Ferry House to Hawkshead.

      
        
          [image: worth]
        

        
            CLAIFE HEIGHTS

South of Wray Castle stretch the dense woodlands of Claife Heights, which during the 19th century was one of the most popular areas for Victorian visitors, largely thanks to guidebook author Thomas West, who eulogised the area in his 1778 Guide to the Lakes.

Several ‘viewing stations’ were established around Claife Heights to enable well-heeled visitors to admire the views without muddying up their bustles and britches. The only surviving example is at Claife Station, which is accessible along a (sometimes steep and slippery) public footpath between Ferry House and Far Sawrey, starting near the small National Trust car park at Ash Landing.

In its heyday in the 1830s and '40s, this viewing station would have been luxuriously appointed with fine furniture, fashionable fabrics and attendants serving afternoon tea; the windows of the drawing room would have been tinted in diff erent colours to simulate the effect of changing light on the landscape (light blue for winter, green for spring, yellow for summer and dark blue for moonlight).

Sadly, the building has fallen into disrepair and is currently fenced off to the public, but you can still explore the lovely lakeshore walk from Ferry House through the Claife Heights woodland to the second car park at Red Nab.

For a whole-day circuit, you could circle round via the summit of Latterbarrow (245m/803ft), which has wonderful views across Windermere, Grizedale Forest and the Coniston Fells. If you include Latterbarrow, it’s a round-trip of around 7 to 8 miles, shorter if you just do the short circuit along the lakeshore.






Graythwaite Hall Gardens

These lavishly landscaped gardens ([image: iconhourspng]10am-6pm Apr-Aug; adult/under 14yr £3/free) were one of the first commissions of Thomas Mawson, Lakeland’s answer to Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown. Created in 1896, the gardens spread across a wooded valley of around 12 acres, and incorporate many exotic species brought back by plant hunters from the Far East, especially rhododendrons and azaleas. There are also some fine areas of lawn, formal terraces and ornamental planning, as well as a fragrant rose garden, a ‘Dutch’ garden and an endearing little dogs’ cemetery.

The gardens are clearly signed offthe minor road along the west side of Windermere, about 2½ miles south of Ferry House.


Wray Castle

Overlooking the northwest side of Windermere are the splendid turrets, gateways and battlements of Wray Castle, an imposing mansion built in typically ostentatious Victorian style during the heyday of the Gothic Revival in 1840. It was built for a retired Liverpudlian surgeon, Dr Dawson, partly by plundering funds from his wife’s gin fortune, but sadly it proved an unhappy project – his wife apparently loathed the house so much she utterly refused to live there and the house almost immediately fell into disuse. Later the house served as a lavish holiday home for the young Beatrix Potter and her family, who rented the property during their first sojourn to the Lakes in 1882. Eventually Wray Castle and its 25-hectare estate were gifted to the National Trust in 1929, largely thanks to the persuasive powers of Canon Hardwicke Rawnsley, one of the trust’s founder members.

The estate is still owned by the National Trust. There have been plans to re-open the house for many years, and the Trust is currently in negotiations to turn it into an upmarket hotel. Regardless of the house’s future, the sweeping grounds remain open to the public year round. The estate is particularly notable for its trees, including fine examples of sequoia, lime, redwood and beech, as well as a spreading mulberry that was allegedly planted by Wordsworth.
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