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Introduction

Although Queen Victoria was still on the throne at the turn of the century, her demise, in January 1901, ushered in the bright, optimistic Edwardian era. The decade over which Victoria’s son, Edward VII, was to rule saw massive changes which would affect every aspect of daily life.

The Boer War was soon to draw to a close and the First World War was still a long way off; houses were becoming brighter and less oppressive, and technology in transport and industry was advancing in leaps and bounds. According to historian Samuel Hynes, it was a ‘leisurely time, when women wore picture hats and did not vote, when the rich were not ashamed to live conspicuously, and the sun really never set on the British flag’.

Undoubtedly, the age was golden for the middle and upper classes but there was still a great deal of inequality and grinding poverty. Nonetheless, by the end of the decade, many laws to alleviate the dire circumstances of the poor were beginning to reach the statute books and women were beginning to see tiny but significant concessions towards equal rights.

Life After Victoria, for most, brought a new dawn and a feeling of hope for the future.





Chapter One

1900

Politics

CREATION OF THE LABOUR PARTY

HISTORY WAS made at the Memorial Hall in London’s Farringdon Street, when 129 delegates from 65 trade unions and three Socialist societies met to establish a Labour group in Parliament to campaign for workers’ rights.

They passed a motion by Scottish miner James Keir Hardie to form ‘a distinct Labour group in Parliament, who shall have their own whips, and agree upon their policy, which must embrace a readiness to cooperate with any party which for the time being may be engaged in promoting legislation in the direct interests of labour’.

Calling themselves, the ‘Labour Representation Committee’, James Ramsay MacDonald was voted secretary.

Hardie later made the poetic remark, ‘It has come. Poor little child of danger, nursling of the storm. May it be blessed.’

The LRC put up 15 candidates in the 1900 General Election, winning 62,698 votes. Two of the candidates, Keir Hardie and Richard Bell, won seats in the House of Commons.

The LRC was to change its name in 1906 to the Labour Party.
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Scottish miner, Keir Hardie, was one of the founding fathers of what is now known as the Labour Party.





WINSTON CHURCHILL BECOMES MP

Winston Churchill, who had failed to be elected as Conservative MP for Oldham in 1899, returned a year later to stand again in the general election. This time he succeeded.

The 26-year-old son of Tory politician Lord Randolph Churchill capitalised on his privileged upbringing. Educated at Harrow, he attended Sandhurst Royal Military College, after which he saw service in India and the Sudan. Churchill made a name for himself during this time by also acting as a war correspondent.

He left the Army in 1899 to take up politics, but first travelled to South Africa as a journalist. Taken prisoner by the Boers, he made a daring escape and returned home to a hero’s welcome. The nation warmed to some stirring patriotic news after a string of failures for the British Army against the Boers. His fame helped him to win his parliamentary seat as the member for Oldham.
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Boer War hero and war correspondent, Winston Churchill became an MP.





UNREST IN IRELAND

Irish Nationalist leader John Redmond called for an uprising against the British.

Royalty

ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT ON PRINCE OF WALES

The Prince of Wales escaped uninjured when a 15-year old anarchist fired at him on a train as it left a railway station in Brussels. Jean-Baptiste Sipido stepped onto the footboard of the train, which was taking the Prince and the Princess on a trip to Copenhagen.
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An attempt to assassinate the Prince of Wales, later Edward VII, was foiled on 4th April, 1900.





He pointed the gun at the Prince through the window and fired twice but missed his target. He was quickly apprehended and found to be carrying anarchist literature.

Brussels was a centre of opposition to the British role in the Boer War at this time, and Sipido told police he wanted to kill the Prince who had so many men killed in South Africa.

FIRE AND WATER

There were red faces all around as the new Royal Yacht, Victoria and Albert, capsized as it left the port of Southampton. Later in the year, a fire at Buckingham Palace destroyed part of the roof.

ITALIAN KING MURDERED

King Umberto I of Italy was assassinated by anarchist Gaetano Bresci in Monza, near Milan on July 30. He was shot three times.

The King had become deeply unpopular with many for his ruthlessness. During the colonial wars in Africa, there were large demonstrations at home over the rising price of bread. The city of Milan was put under the military control of General Fiorenzo Bava-Beccaris, who ordered the use of cannons on the demonstrators.

Over a hundred died and a thousand were wounded. The King outraged a great many of his people by sending a telegram to the General congratulating him for restoring order.

Bresci said he killed the King because he wanted to avenge the people killed by Bava-Beccaris.

King Umberto was succeeded by his son, Victor Emmanuel III.

BIRTHS

August 4 – Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon, The Queen Mother.

June 25 – Lord (Louis) Mountbatten, son of Prince Louis of Battenberg, who became British military commander and last Viceroy of India.

Historical Events

BOER WAR

After the outbreak of hostilities the previous October, the British suffered a series of defeats at the hands of the Boers in South Africa.

In January, Field Marshall Lord Roberts arrived in Cape Town to assume supreme command of the British forces and in February, the turn around began. After 118 days, the siege of garrison town, Ladysmith, ended when a relief column of cavalry arrived and the Boers packed their wagons and retreated.

In May, the seven-month siege of Mafeking, the small town on the railway line to Rhodesia, was lifted after British troops arrived.

When the Boers surrendered the Orange Free State and the Transvaal to the British, it was the beginning of the end.

In September, Lord Roberts declared that the war was over, but scattered fighting continued and the war was not officially ended until two years later.

BOXER REBELLION

The Boxer Rebellion against foreign influence in China, which started in November of the previous year, escalated to alarming proportions.

The Boxers, who called themselves ‘Fists of Righteous Harmony’, began as members of a patriotic society devoted to martial arts. But it turned into a popular movement against foreign and Christian influence in their country. They were joined by disaffected soldiers and some high officials in the Manchu regime.
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The bloody Boer War was declared over in 1900 but sporadic fighting continued until 1902 when it was officially over. Over 20,000 British troops died in the fighting with a further 22,829 injured.
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The nation celebrated when the siege of Mafeking was finally over. It was seen as a turning point in the war and filled the front pages of the newspapers, including this 19th May entry from The Daily Mail.
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In June 1900, the Boxers, some 140,000 strong, invaded Peking, killing hundreds of foreigners, including the hated missionaries and Chinese Christians. Thousands more were killed throughout China.

Many women and children took refuge in the British Embassy which came under heavy attack. After eight weeks, the siege was lifted by an international force of British, French, Russian, American, German, and Japanese troops.

Despite their defeat, the Boxers carried on fighting, but the uprising had been crushed.

BIRTHS

October 7 – Heinrich Himmler, German Nazi and SS chief.

Social Change

During the reign of Queen Victoria, UK cities, especially London, had become hugely overcrowded, leaving the poorer classes crammed into sub-standard accommodation. Slums had sprung up all over the country and one rented room often housed a whole family, if not two.

The luckier workers had houses built for them by the factory owner or landowner, but even these were often just two rooms, one upstairs and one downstairs. With the average Victorian couple having four or five children, the family home was a crowded place.

Houses had no running water and no bathrooms and the water from the communal pump was often unclean. Worse still, some of the ‘back to backs’ had a sewer running through the street and this poor sanitation meant many children didn’t make it to adulthood.

By 1900, many slums had been demolished but, for the very poor, that only meant having to move from one hovel to another.

INFLUENZA HITS THE UK

Despite Louis Pasteur’s discovery of bacteria in 1867, medical knowledge was poor and disease spread quickly through the crowded slums. New treatments for Cholera, Typhoid, Scarlet Fever and Tuberculosis (TB) were beginning to have a limited impact but these diseases still claimed many lives.

In January, an influenza epidemic in London claimed 50 lives a day and other major UK cities were also hit. Gravediggers and undertakers struggled to cope with the demand and, due to a shortage of nurses, hospitals were forced to turn patients away.

Later in the year, bubonic plague swept through Glasgow.

SOCIAL JUSTICE FOR CHILDREN

The battle for social reforms had made huge progress during the Victorian era, and by 1900 it was illegal for children under 11 to work, as had been the norm 50 years ago.

Thanks to an act passed in 1870, it was compulsory for all children under 14 to receive an education. School varied from the academic – where reading, writing and arithmetic were the top subjects – to the industrial, where youngsters learned a skill such as carpentry or lacemaking. ‘Half-time’ schools were also set up for those children who were already in employment, to help them study in their spare time.

Fashion

The Twentieth Century saw a sweeping change in the nature of fashion. As the new decade dawned, fashionable clothes were the preserve of the wealthy and influential. The less affluent could only dream of such a luxury. Further industrialisation and an increase in global transport meant that the relative cost of clothes dropped dramatically throughout the century. Fashion was set to become the domain of all walks of society.

Although Queen Victoria was still on the throne, fashion was already into its ‘Edwardian’ era, particularly when it came to the female silhouette. A new corset introduced in 1900 dramatically altered the figure into an ‘S’ shape, forcing the bosom forward and the hips back, giving the appearance of a large chest and bottom.
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Fashion owed nothing to nature when it came to women’s figures and corsetry.





Surprisingly, this constricting undergarment was dubbed the ‘health corset’ and was thought to benefit the wearer by removing the pressure exerted by conventional corsets on the waist and diaphragm. Invented by French lady Mme Gaches-Sarraute, who had studied medicine, the corset was believed to mirror the natural curves of a woman’s body, while freeing up the bust and extending further down the hips. Laced too tightly, however, it produced the extraordinary ‘S’ line, or ‘Kangaroo Stance’ that is characteristic of the early part of the decade.

For the affluent lady, there were still many layers of clothing to contend with at the end of the Victorian era. As well as the corset, there was the chemise, the corset cover, several petticoats in flannel, cotton and silk and finally, the gown. Considering the more elegant ladies changed their outfit up to five times a day, it’s surprising they had time to do anything else!

While the upper echelons of society were setting the trends, the ladies of the increasingly prosperous middle classes (spurred on by the popular fashion magazines showing the latest designs from Paris) spent much time and energy attempting to keep up. Dressmakers were often employed to replicate the beautiful creations sold by the fashion houses of Paris and London.

At the turn of the century, Paris fashion houses were already the acknowledged leaders of the industry. The Great Exhibition, where designers such as Doucet, the Callot Soeurs and English houses Redfern and Worth displayed their wares, confirmed the city’s status further. Mme Paquin, the first successful woman in haute couture, drew gasps of admiration with her contribution – a wax model of herself in one of her own creations.

But in the decade ahead, more and more Paris designers, including Mme Paquin, opened branches in London, making up-to-the-minute designs available to the affluent English rose.

Entertainment

HOME ENTERTAINMENT

With no TV or radio, most evenings revolved around conversation, reading and games. For those who could afford the instruments, music was an option and for the very wealthy there was a new, hi-tech form of home entertainment available:

The ‘electrophone’ was a telephone-based service that gave people access to concerts in the comfort of their own homes. Subscribers could hear music, theatrical performances and even sermons, at home or at special listening-in points. This early precursor to radio was quite expensive and was scrapped in the 1920s.

THEATRE

West End plays and operas were a popular pastime for the well to do, but many theatres in the late Victorian era were given over to music halls and ‘spectacles’, where paranormal events, such as hypnotists, mediums and ghost conjurers were the entertainment. Magic shows and circus acts were immensely popular.

On January 15, the Hippodrome theatre opened on the corner of Charing Cross Road and Cranbourn Street in London. Designed by Frank Matcham, it was originally built as a Hippodrome for circuses, and it housed a vast tank for water spectacles. It was not until 1909 that the stage was extended to accommodate variety acts and, later, revues.

For children, theatre began on Boxing Day with the arrival of the pantomime season. The traditional pantomime included a harlequinade, with a mysterious Harlequin, a beautiful Columbine and a jolly clown, but by the end of the Victorian era, this feature was cut down to the closing comic turn – if not eliminated. The Christmas show in 1900 would not differ greatly to the ones our children watch today.

On May 4, the celebrated beauty, Mrs Lillie Langtry, took her portrayal of a dissolute courtesan in The Degenerates to Washington. She was an instant sensation, packing the theatre there as she had in London.
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Lillie Langtry, the darling of the stage – and the Prince of Wales – performed in Washington to critical acclaim.





Also in the States, Floradora opened at Broadway’s Casino Theatre. It introduced dancing girls called The Floradora Sextet, a precursor to the chorus line.

Puccini’s Tosca was premiered in Rome. The story of the singer who offers herself to a villainous police chief to save her lover’s life, aroused much passion in the opera loving audience.

On November 22, Sir Arthur Sullivan, one half of Gilbert and Sullivan, died at the age of 58. His collaboration with W.S.Gilbert, which had begun 25 years earlier, had produced 13 hit operettas, including the hugely popular HMS Pinafore and The Mikado, and had ensured packed houses at the specially built Savoy theatre in London. Sadly, the pair fell out over the price of a carpet for the theatre in 1890 and, although they were reconciled three years later, subsequent works flopped.

FILM

Four years before the turn of the century, on February 20, 1896, the first British cinema audience had gathered at The Regent Street Polytechnic in London to watch short films by French pioneers, the Lumiere Brothers. By 1900, films were being shown as part of the evening’s entertainment at music halls up and down the country. As they were silent, they were usually accompanied by a pianist, although a new innovation in France was about to change that. In April, the moving picture acquired sound with the use of a phonograph beside the screen, controlled by the projectionist. For the first time, a private viewer could hear as well as see an artist on the screen.

Also in France, the Lumiere Brothers premiered their new wide-screen format at the 1900 World Fair. At 75 mm wide, it has held the record for over 100 years as the widest format ever developed.

Films released this year included Sherlock Holmes Baffled, a 30 second feature shown in arcades, which was the earliest use of Conan Doyle’s famous detective on screen.

BIRTHS

February 22 – screenwriter and director Luis Buñuel.

April 5 – actor Spencer Tracy.

June 6 –Arthur Askey, British comedian.

October 9 – actor Alistair Sim.

October 10 – actress Helen Hayes.

December 6 – actress Agnes Moorehead.

DEATHS

Nov 22 – Sir Arthur Sullivan, composer.

Literature

Journalist L Frank Baum created The Wonderful Wizard of Oz. The book was a bestseller for two years and spawned a hit stage production in 1902, which used the shorter, more familiar title, of The Wizard of Oz. The production started in Chicago then moved to Broadway, where it played for 293 nights from January to October 1903. Baum went on to write over 60 novels, 13 of which were sequels to Dorothy’s original adventure.

In February, Winston Spencer Churchill published his first and only novel, Savrola. Serving as a soldier and war correspondent in the Boer War, he somehow managed to find time to pen a 70,000-word romance set against the turbulent political backdrop of a Mediterranean republic.

Other literary works published in 1900 include Anthon Chekhov’s Uncle Vanya, Joseph Conrad’s Lord Jim and Jerome K. Jerome’s Three Men on the Brummel, in the long-awaited sequel to the 1889 bestseller Three Men in a Boat.

On November 30, the world lost a literary giant in disgraced playwright Oscar Wilde, who died in exile in Paris. The Irish writer had been living there, under the name of Sebastian Melmoth, since his release from prison (where he served two years for homosexual offences). Convicted in 1895, Wilde had written The Ballad of Reading Gaol while serving his sentence and it was published under the pseudonym C.33, his prison number. But his career was over. His stage successes, such as The Importance of Being Earnest, were unperformed since his disgrace and he died in poverty, dependent on the charity of his friends.

US writer Margaret Mitchell was born on November 8 in Atlanta, Georgia. She would grow up to write the Pulitzer Prize-winning novel, Gone with the Wind, while convalescing from a foot injury in 1926. The bestseller, set during and after the American Civil War, would become one of the century’s most successful films in 1939. It was the only book Mitchell ever wrote. Ten years later, she was killed by a speeding taxi.

BIRTHS

June 29 – Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, novelist.

July 24 – Zelda Fitzgerald, wife and inspiration of F. Scott Fitzgerald.

November 8 – Margaret Mitchell, author.

November 19 – Anna Seghers, novelist.

December 16 – V. S. Pritchett, short story writer.

DEATHS

January 29 – John Ruskin, critic.

January 31 – John Sholto Douglas, 9th Marquess of Queensberry, (nemesis of Oscar Wilde).

November 30 – Oscar Wilde, poet and dramatist.

Architecture

THE VICTORIAN HOTCHPOTCH

The industrial revolution had an unfortunate effect on architecture and town planning in the Nineteenth Century. The shift in employment from agriculture to the manufacturing industry meant that towns had to expand quickly and, with no building regulations to speak of, this was achieved by erecting street after street of small, dingy dwellings. The fields around manufacturing towns disappeared in a flurry of development, and rural areas around mines were eaten up by the construction of grim villages.

THE ARTS AND CRAFTS MOVEMENT

In the mid-Nineteenth Century, designer William Morris began to have a huge influence on architecture. Horrified by the sub-standard materials used to build the hastily built houses of the era, he was at the forefront of the Arts and Crafts movement, along with architect Robert Norman Shaw. From the 1870s to the 1900s, Shaw changed the face of the family home by building large, spacious, well-designed homes. His country houses steered clear of the Neo-Gothic style popular with Victorians and brought back inglenook fireplaces, hanging tiles and half timber frames. He also introduced the large, open sitting rooms, with staircases running up the side, that became a feature of many mass produced homes at the turn of the century.
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The Arts and Crafts movement dominated the era as artists such as William Morris and John Ruskin returned to traditional methods in an industrial age. Copper was a popular material of the style (Courtesy of Cheffins Auctioneers).





ART NOUVEAU

By 1900, Art Nouveau was gaining popularity in Europe and the Great Exhibition (Exposition Universalle) in Paris launched it as the latest style in architecture. Named after L’Art Nouveau, a progressive art gallery opened by Siegfried Bing in 1895, the new movement embraced the idea that a building, its interior design and its furnishings were parts of the same work of art and should be unified in design.

The leading exponent of Art Nouveau architecture in the UK was Charles Rennie Mackintosh, whose buildings in and around Glasgow blended the traditional Scottish crafts with the pleasing details of the new style. In 1900, he triumphed at the Eighth Secession Exhibition, Vienna, where he won great critical acclaim for his designs.

NOTABLE BUILDINGS

The building now known as the Oxo Tower, on London’s South Bank, was completed, albeit without its famous tower. Originally a power station for the Post Office, it was later bought by Leibig Extract of Meat Company, who made the famous stock cubes. When the company redesigned the building in the 1920s, they were banned from advertising their product with illuminated signs, so the tower was built with a set of vertically aligned windows on each side, which happened to be in the shape of a circle, a cross and a circle – spelling the word OXO.
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The famous Art Nouveau signs for the Paris Metro were designed by Hector Guimard.





In Paris, the exhibition saw the construction of The Gare d’Orsay, now the famous Musee d’Orsay, by Victor Laloux, and the opening of the Metro, with entrances designed by Hector Guimard.

Art

Victorian art had been dominated by the Pre-Raphaelite movement led by Rosetti, Millais and William Holman Hunt. Members of the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood, formed in 1848, signed all their painting ‘PRB’ and were a huge influence on the later artists William Morris and Edward Burne-Jones. But by 1900, the tide had already begun to turn and impressionism, a movement led by Parisian artists such as Cezanne, Renoir and Monet, was gaining in popularity in the UK.

JOHN RUSKIN

On January 20, British art critic John Ruskin, died at Coniston in the Lake District. During his lifetimem, his essays on art and architecture had been hugely influential and often controversial. One such work flew in the face of popular opinion by stating that Turner and other landscape artists were superior to the Old Masters. He also defended the Pre-Raphaelite painters when they were scorned by art aficionados.





[image: image]

Art Nouveau poster for the 1900 Exposition Universalle Internationalle, the style which dominated the event.
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Stunning Art Nouveau medal awarded to winning exhibitors at the 1900 Paris Expo.





THE PARIS EXHIBITION

The 1900 Exposition Universalle was a massive celebration of the achievements of the Nineteenth Century and a chance to look forward to the next. Opened on April 14 by the French President M. Loubet, the ambitious exhibition covered 547 acres and, in the seven months it was open, attracted 76,000 exhibitors and 50 million members of the public.

The biggest art movement at the event was Art Noveau, characterised by bold floral designs and stylised curved shapes.

Sculptor Auguste Rodin caused a sensation when he set up his own pavilion to display his life’s work, including one of his most famous scultures, The Kiss. The exhibition led to a surge in popularity for the sculptor and a flurry of commissions, among them an order for a replica of The Kiss for eccentric collector Edward Perry Warren, who lived in Lewes in Sussex. The contract for the commission, which was to cost 20,000 francs, stated that ‘the genitals of the man must be complete.’

Other works of note produced this year included Edward Munch’s Red Virginia Creeper and Thomas Eakins’ The Thinker: Portrait of Louis N. Kenton.
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Named after German Count, Ferdinand von Zeppelin, who helped to pioneer the rigid aircraft, Zeppelins offered commercial flights and were the precursor to aeroplanes.





Travel and Transport

ZEPPELIN BALLOON

Count Ferdinand von Zeppelin amazed a crowd of onlookers who had gathered to see his huge airship take to the sky for the first time.

It was 420ft long and 38ft in diameter, constructed from a wire-braced aluminium hull covered with a cotton cloth, and had a row of 16 gas cells, each filled with hydrogen. Two 16-horse-power engines gave it a potential speed of 14 mph.

Passengers, crew, and engine were carried in two aluminium gondolas suspended below.

The LZ1 made its maiden flight on July 2 at Lake Constance, near Friedrichshafen, in Southern Germany. It carried five people, attained an altitude of 1300 ft and flew a distance of 3.75 miles in 17 minutes.

THE WRIGHT BROTHERS

In September, brothers Orville and Wilbur Wright flew their ‘No. 1’ model, first as a kite, then as a glider.

Wilbur had watched how birds changed the angle of the ends of their wings to make their bodies roll right or left, and thought that a flying machine should try to emulate that. At the time, most of his peers thought in terms of keeping the aircraft essentially level when flying.

In 1900 the brothers journeyed to Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, to begin their manned gliding experiments. The biplane, with its 17ft wingspan, was first flown as a kite, not far above the ground, with men below holding tether ropes.

Later, Wilbur climbed on board and flew – gliding without the constraints of a tether – as much as 300 to 400ft for up to 15 seconds.

STICK CONTROL

Russian aviation pioneer, Wilhelm Kress, developed the stick control for aircraft but did not apply for a patent. It was later awarded to the French aviator, Robert Esnault-Pelterie, who applied for it in 1907.

Kress, who had developed a hang-glider in 1877, was one of several pioneers who could lay claim to having made a breakthrough in flying machines.

PARISIAN UNDERGROUND

The Metropolitan, or Metro, underground system, opened in Paris on July 19. ‘Line 1’, as it was called, ran from Porte de Vincennes to Porte Maillot as part of a planned six line network. Construction of an underground system in New York City also began this year.

DEATHS

March 6 – German motor car designer and builder, Gottlieb Daimler.

April 30 – US railway engineer, Casey Jones.

Toys

GERMAN MASS APPEAL

The Edwardian child’s toys and games were still largely made in Germany, as had been the case for their Victorian predecessors. The UK led in the production of wax dolls, whilst the French made the most luxurious dolls.

No other country could compete with German toy production for sheer value for money. The most popular toys continued to be dolls, clockwork toys, boats, puzzles, trains, dolls’ houses, toy animals and rocking horses.

TOY TRAIN PIONEER

In 1900, 22-year-old, Joshua Lionel Cowen, from Manhattan, created a battery-powered train engine as an ‘animated advertisement’ for products in a shop’s display window.

To his surprise, customers were more interested in purchasing this than the merchandise in the display. The shop owner ordered six more trains from him to sell. That same year, Cowen founded the Lionel Manufacturing Co., which was to become one of the world’s biggest manufacturer’s of toy trains. The company later made some of the first electric trains.

Cowen had a flair for invention at an early age. At that time, trains were either pushed along the floor or powered by steam engines fired by burning alcohol – not particularly suitable for children!

When he was seven, Cowen built his first toy train – attaching a small steam engine to a wooden locomotive he had carved. The engine exploded, damaging his parents’ kitchen.

In 1899, he received his first patent for a device that ignited a photographer’s flash. It was followed by a contract from the US Navy to produce mine fuses that netted him $12,000.

But his love of trains remained with him and it continued to delight generations of children (and their fathers) after him.

Sport

OLYMPICS OVERSHADOWED

The second modern Olympic Games, which were held in Paris, were overshadowed by the Exposition Universalle (Paris Exhibition).

With all the city’s attention focussed on the grand Exhibition, the Olympics were viewed as a sideshow. In fact, it was rarely referred to as ‘Olympic’. Instead it was variously called the International Championships, Paris Championships and even ‘Grand Prix’ of the Paris Exposition.

There was no opening or closing ceremony, and most of the winners did not receive medals, but were given cups or trophies. The Games were given such a low profile that many athletes died without ever knowing that they had participated in the Olympics!

The Games, which were won by the US, were notable for allowing women to compete for the first time. Britain’s Charlotte Cooper became the first female Olympic champion when she won the tennis singles.

QUEENSBERRY RULES

Sporting patron, the Marquess of Queensberry, father of the modern rules of boxing, died on January 31.

A keen, all-round sportsman, he was one of the founders of the Amateur Athletic Club in 1866, which became the Amateur Athletic Association. The following year, the Club published a set of 12 rules for conducting boxing matches. Although drawn up by John Graham Chambers, they appeared under Queensberry’s sponsorship and became known as the ‘Marquess of Queensberry Rules’.

‘DAVIS CUP’ IS BORN

US tennis player, Dwight F. Davis, created a new tennis tournament between the US and Great Britain, which was to become the Davis Cup.

At the US Tennis Championships in 1898, Davis was the runner-up for the men’s singles title and, together with Holcombe Ward, dominated the men’s double event, winning at the Championships for three years in a row from 1899 to 190l.

In 1900 Davis, along with three other players, developed the structure for a new tournament known as the International Lawn Tennis Challenge. He was a member of the US team that won the first two competitions in 1900 and 1902, and was also the captain of the 1900 team. It was renamed the Davis Cup, after he died in 1945.

KNOCK-OUT BLOW

Jim Jeffries of the US, had an epic battle with James J. Corbett to retain his world heavyweight boxing title.

Jeffries had become a champion by defeating British-born Bob Fitzsimmons the previous year, but it looked like his title was slipping away after 22 rounds with former champion, Corbett, in New York.

Corbett had boxed masterfully and looked set to regain the title when a left hook to the jaw knocked him out.

The Home

MIDDLE AND UPPER CLASSES

Homes in the latter part of the Nineteenth Century were greatly influenced in style by William Morris and the Arts and Crafts movement. Heavy curtains, dark ornate wallpaper and imposing handmade furniture jostled for space with a plethora of ornaments, paintings and plants, giving the living space an elegant but cluttered appearance.

Art Noveau décor began to be introduced around 1900, bringing furniture with ornate scrolls, flower designs, weaving vines and leaves.

Flushing toilets and inside bathrooms were also introduced, and water was brought into kitchens by pumps.

The well-to-do Victorian lady, like her Edwardian counterpart, rarely lifted a finger in her own house: cooks and maids were commonplace, even for the middle classes. For the bigger, wealthier houses, a staff of 20 was not unusual. The duty of a good wife and mother was to organise the household and make sure it ran smoothly.

Mealtimes in these houses were a rigid, formal affair, and punctuality was demanded, so as not to upset the routine of the servants. For them, the day began early, with breakfast preparations and heating of water for the household ablutions starting at 6 am. Work then continued until the last dishes were washed at night.

LOWER CLASSES

Homes for the poorer classes differed greatly between town and country. The many families who had moved towards towns and cities during the Victorian era led to cramped conditions. Large families housed in one or two rooms could afford only the bare minimum of furniture, with a bed or two, some chairs and a stove for heat and cooking. The lack of available water meant these homes were impossible to keep clean and they soon degenerated into slums.

For those who still had jobs in the country, life was a little brighter. As well as the advantage of wide open space and clean air, farmers often allowed their workers a small plot of land to grow fresh fruit and vegetables, so good food was in plentiful supply. Milk from the local dairy farmer was cheap, and many cottagers kept chickens for eggs and meat or bred rabbits for the pot. Bread was baked at home, and the country families had a healthy diet of vegetable stews, soup and the occasional piece of bacon or chicken.

The Changing Role of Women

Although women still had few rights at the turn of the century, some Victorian trailblazers had fought for the right to a university education and many had begun to establish careers outside of traditional factory work and domestic service.

Girton college, the first university college for women, was set up in 1870 but was not recognised by the authorities. Ten years later, Newnham college opened at Cambridge university but by the turn of the century it was still rare for women to go on to further education and they were not allowed to take degrees.

Without official qualifications, women struggled to enter the professions. By 1900, there were 200 female doctors in the country, but women were not permitted to be accountants, barristers, bankers or diplomats.

Marital laws had changed during the period, in favour of wives, with two significant acts. The first, passed in 1870, granted limited rights to hold on to property after marriage and to retain up to £200 of their own wages, if they worked. In 1883, a revised act allowed women to acquire and retain any property and monies that could be deemed separate from their husband’s effects. For the first time, they were granted the same legal protection as men if they needed to defend the right to property.

SUFFRAGETTES

The National Union of Women’s Suffrage had been founded by Millicent Fawcett in 1897, in a bid to gain voting rights for women, but the peaceful protests and logical argument of the early day ‘suffragettes’ had garnered little support as yet. The fight was to start in earnest two years later, when Emmeline Pankhurst and her daughters founded rival group the ‘Women’s Social and Political Union’.

Science

THE BROWNIE CAMERA

The arrival of the cheap and cheerful Kodak Brownie camera was a sensation. Designed and marketed with children in mind, it made photography accessible to the masses.

It consisted of a basic cardboard box camera with a simple lens and controls. It was intended to be a camera that anyone could afford and use.

Low in material cost and high in production, it cost just one dollar to buy and was an instant success. Aggressive marketing saw the camera appear in many trade magazines and an international sales network ensured its popularity around the world.

The camera was invented by Frank Brownell, a subcontractor of Eastman Kodak, who named it after the popular cartoon characters of the time, the Brownies, created by children’s author and illustrator, Palmer Cox.

QUANTUM THEORY

Professor Max Planck, of Berlin University, made the breakthrough discovery that energy was not continuous but came in small units and that the movement of the elementary particles was random. He called these units ‘quanta’ and so his proposal was named the ‘Quantum Theory’.





[image: image]

The technologically advanced Paris Expo saw many developments, including the escalator and an engine run on peanut oil. (Image courtesy of the Estate of Stanley Shoop).





DREAMS UNLOCKED

Austrian psychiatrist and neurologist, Sigmund Freud, published The Interpretation of Dreams.

Freud argued that dreams were not just ramblings, but forms of wish fulfilment, expressing the frustrations and resentments of our waking hours. Freud suggested that some of our wishes may be socially unacceptable and so were suppressed by day.

He put forward a psychological technique to interpret dreams and said of his work. ‘Insight such as this falls to one’s lot but once in a lifetime.’

GAMMA-RAYS

French chemist and physicist, Paul Villard, discovered gamma rays whilst studying uranium decay.

He recognised them as being different from x rays because the gamma rays had a much greater penetrating depth.

Gamma rays were emitted from radioactive substances and were not affected by electric or magnetic fields.

THE EXPOSITION UNIVERSALLE

The first working escalator, patented a year earlier, was unveiled at the ‘Exposition Universalle’ (Paris Expedition) in 1900. Manufactured by the Otis Elevator Company, it was installed in a Philadelphia office building the following year.

Rudolf Diesel, who invented the diesel engine in 1892, also caused a stir when he exhibited his engine running on peanut oil.
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*MESSAGE FROM HIS MAJESTY THE KING
TO THE ARMY.

Osborne,
25th January, 1901,
0On my accession to the Throne of my Ancestors
I am desirous of thanking the Army for the splendid
services which it has rendered to my beloved
Mother The Queen during Her Glorious Reign of
upwards of 63 years.

Her Maje:ty invariably evinced the w.rmest in-
terest in Her Troops,,especially when on active
setvice, both &s a Sovereign and as the Head of
Her Army, and She was proud of the fact of being
a Soldier's Daughter.

To secure your best interests will be one of the
dearest objects of my heart, and I krow I can
count upon that loyal devotion which you ever

evinced towards your late Sovereign.
EDWARD R.IL

+ORDERS FOR MOURNING FOR THE ARMY OF
HER LATE MAJESTY QUEEN VICTORIA.
TO BE WORN UNTIL 24TH JULY, 1901
1. His Majesty the King commands that officers of
the Army shall wear mourning with their uniforms on
the present melancholy occasion, as follows :—
Officers are to wear black crape on the left arm of the
uniform and of the greatcoat.
2. The drums are to be covered with black, and black
crage is to be hung from the top of .the Colour staff of
Infi and from the Standard staff and trumpets of

Cm\;ilr.\", ‘wntil after the funeral of Iler late Majesty.






OEBPS/images/f0029-03.jpg
DEATH OF THE QUEEN.

ER MAJESTY PASSES AWAY IN PEACE,

SURROUNDEDuBY HER CHILDREN AND
GRANDCHILDREN.

l

MESSAGE FROM . THE KING.

e

With desp grief wo record the sorrowful news that our beloved Quoen
1a 20 more,

The offical bulletin announcing her Majesty's ‘death was made known
shortly after seven o'clock at Osborne yesterdsy evening. It ran —

3

Osborne, Jan. 22, 1001, 6.

Her Majesty the Queen breathed her last at
6.30 pm, surrounded by her children and grand-
children.

(Signed) JAMES REID, M.D,
R DOUGLAS POWELL, M.D.
THOMAS BARLOW, M.D,

At the same hour the Lord Mayor of London received the following
- telegram, which was at once exhibited at the Mansion House -—
3 borne, 645 pm.
My beloved mother the Q has just passed
away, surrounded by her children and grandchildren.

@lgned) ALBERT EDWARD,
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OF

SHERLOCHK HOLMES.

B> A. CONAN DOYLE.
X.—The Adventure of the Golden Pince-Nez.

look at the three
massive manuscript volumes
which contain our work for
the year 1894 I confess that
it is very difficult for me, out
of such a wealth of material,

HEN T

against the windows. It was strange there
in the very depths of the town, with ten
miles of man’s handiwork on every side of us,
to feel the iron grip of Nature, and to be
conscious that to the huge elemental forces
all London was no more than the molehills
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now emall, and it will certainly Pe lost next
year, when further Russian reinforcements
arrive.

BALLOONLESS AIRSHIP.

(From Our Own Correspondent.)
New Yorx, Friday, Dec. 18.

Messrs. Wilbur and Orville Wright, of
Ohio, yesterday successfully experimented
with a flying machins at Kittyhawk, North
Carolina. The machine has no balloon
attachment, and derives its force from pro-
pellers worked by a small engine.

In the face of a wind blowing twenty-
one miles an hour the machine flew three
miles at the rate of eight miles an hour, and
desoended at a point selected in advance.
The idea of the box-kite was used in the con-
struction of the airship.

LEGACY OF THREE MILLIONS.

(From Our Own Correspondent)
Vienxa, Wednesday, Dec. 16.

Lieutenant Barth, an officer belonging to
a Hungarian r*elgiment_: of Hussars stationed
i
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