

[image: ]




[image: ]





OTHER BOOKS BY LELAND GREGORY

What’s the Number for 911?

What’s the Number for 911 Again?

The Stupid Crook Book

Hey, Idiot!

Idiots at Work

Bush-Whacked

Idiots in Love





[image: ]





AM-BUSHED! copyright © 2006 by Leland Gregory. All rights reserved. Printed in China. No part of this book may be used or reproduced in any manner whatsoever without written permission except in the case of reprints in the context of reviews. For information, write Andrews McMeel Publishing, LLC, an Andrews McMeel Universal company, 1130 Walnut St., Kansas City, Missouri 64106.

E-ISBN: 978-0-7407-9207-6

Library of Congress Control Number: 2006923322

www.andrewsmcmeel.com

Cover design by Blacktop Creative

Illustrations by Kevin Brimmer
Book design by Holly Camerlinck

Attention: Schools and Businesses
Andrews McMeel books are available at quantity discounts with bulk purchase for educational, business, or sales promotional use. For information, please write to: Special Sales Department, Andrews McMeel Publishing, LLC, 1130 Walnut St., Kansas City, Missouri 64106.
specialsales@amuniversal.com




[image: ]

“A JOB IS THE BEST THING THAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP ANYBODY.”

George W. Bush, to Martha’s Table volunteers and board of directors, Washington, D.C., December 20, 2001

‘We have a renewed appreciation of the character of America. We are a generous people, a thoughtful people who hurt.’

George W. Bush, Thomas S. Wootton High School, Rockville, Maryland, October 30, 2001





“When Europe and America are divided, history tends to tragedy.”

George W. Bush, Warsaw, Poland, June 15, 2001





“I happen to believe missile defenses is important to keep the world more peaceful”

George W. Bush, the British Museum, London, England, July 19, 2001





“There are some times when a president shows up that can make a situation worse… And, you know, I’m adverse to a camera. On the other hand, I think the president can either help or not help a situation, and I’ll just have to make a judgment call each time.”

George W. Bush to John King in a CNN interview, April 25, 2001





“It is a real pleasure to be back in Warsaw, this time by telecast. I had a wonderful visit to the region in June, and I know I’m among friends today.”

George W. Bush, addressing the Warsaw Conference on Combating Terrorism via satellite, November 6, 2001

Apparently, he took the phrase “virtual reality” too seriously.





“Border relations between Canada and Mexico have never been better.”

George W. Bush, apparently forgetting about the country wedged between Canada and Mexico, press conference with Canadian prime minister, September 24, 2001





“The White House is in Washington, D.C.; it’s up East.”

George W. Bush, explaining to students at Crawford Elementary School that the location of “east” is now “up north,” August 23, 2001





“I hurt, that coming into the holiday season, that you’re not working. But I admire your courage for going out to try to improve yourselves so you can find jobs around here.”

George W. Bush, announcing that self-improvement is the only requirement to finding employment, Orlando, Florida, December 4, 2001





“If you try to look at one isolated incident, it’s easy to belittle $600 in a person’s pocket. But $600 of additional disposable income all across America—that amounts to billions of dollars—will provide a part of the equation for economic recovery.

Of course, if somebody buys a pencil, somebody’s had to make it. But it is not just school supplies. That maybe kind of diminishes the effect of billions of dollars getting into the economy in a very quick period of time.”

George W. Bush, August 21, 2001


From the desk of President George W. Bush




“AMERICA IS, THE HARDER YOU WORK, THE EASIER THE MIDDLE CLASS OUGHT TO BECOME, AND THE MORE MONEY YOU GET TO KEEP.”

George W. Bush, National Newspaper Association’s 40th Annual Government Affairs Conference, Washington, D.C., March 22, 2001



“It’s very important for folks to understand that when there’s more trade, there’s more commerce.”

George W. Bush, Quebec City, Canada, April 21, 2001





“I don’t believe God picked who was going to be the president.”

George W. Bush to Barbara Walters, December 4, 2001

No, the Supreme Court did.





“One of the interesting things to do is drink coffee and watch Barney chase armadillos. The armadillos are out, and they love to root in our flower bed. It’s good that Barney routs them out of their rooting.”

George W. Bush, describing his life on his Texas ranch to Judy Keen of USA Today, August 22, 2001





“We also need to conserve more, and conservation comes as a result of new technologies.”

George W. Bush to John King in a CNN interview, April 25, 2001





“But Tommy said, this war—the phase of this war is kind of like a baseball game. Of course, my ears perked up.”

George W. Bush, confessing he finds “baseball talk” more interesting than “war talk,” Washington, D.C., December 21, 2001





“It’s a meaningful piece of legislation for this part of the country because a lot of people make their living on the farm and on the ranch. And we want our families to be on the farms and ranch.”

George W. Bush, signing the 2001 Farm Bill, August 13, 2001
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“We do know that he has no sense of civility about who he kills.”

George W. Bush, suggesting to Barbara Walters that “civil killing” was not considered by Osama bin Laden, December 4, 2001





“We’re beginning to change the way of thinking, so we ask the question, before we put you anywhere, we want to know what you know. And if you don’t know what you’re supposed to know, we’ll correct it early, before it’s too late.”

George W. Bush, serving as accidental poster boy for educational reform, June 21, 2001





“You know, I don’t think there’s ever going to be an end to evil.”

Born-again Christian George W. Bush, throwing in the philosophical towel on “evil” while completely forgetting about the Book of Revelations, Barbara Walters interview, December 4, 2001





“One of the biggest issues is changing the tone in our nation’s capital. It’s not really an issue like we know it.”

George W. Bush, National Newspaper Association’s 40th Annual Government Affairs Conference, Washington, D.C., March 22, 2001





“Our enemies fear a society which is pluralistic and open to worship an almighty God.”

George W. Bush, taunting the enemy with “My God is better than your God,” Washington, D.C., October 26, 2001





“And I must say, relations with Congress are a heck of a lot better than they have been in the past, because congressmen and senators of both parties are interested about what’s doing right for the American people.”

George W. Bush, suggesting that former congressmen and senators conducted business in opposition of what’s right for the American people, town hall meeting in Orlando, Florida, December 4, 2001





“There’s no need to discuss innocence or guilt. We know [bin Laden’s] guilty.”

George W. Bush, dispensing with the outdated American concept of “innocent until proven guilty,” October 14, 2001





“We’ve got to understand, in order to power the power-generating plants that are now being built in California, we need more energy.”

George W. Bush, again attempting to explain California’s power problem over power, Washington, D.C., April 24, 2001





“The people who did this act on America and who may be planning further acts are evil people… They’re flat evil.

All they can think about is evil. And as a nation of good folks, we’re going to hunt them down, and we’re going to find them, and we will bring them to justice. Ours is a nation that does not seek revenge, but we do seek justice.”

George W. Bush, explaining to FBI employees how the “good” people are going to hunt down and kill all the “evil” people, September 25, 2001





INTERVIEWER: Well, you’re a secular official …

GEORGE W. BUSH: I agree. I am a secular official.





INTERVIEWER: And not a missionary.

GEORGE W. BUSH: Sir, on the air strikes in Iraq, the Pentagon is now saying that most of the bombs used in those strikes missed their targets.

George W. Bush, quoted in the New York Times, February 23, 2001





“The thing that’s important for me is to remember what’s the most important thing.”

George W. Bush, Moline Elementary School, St. Louis, Missouri, February 20, 2001





“The way I like to put it is this: There’s no bigger issue for the president to remind the moms and dads of America, if you happen to have a child, be fortunate to have a child.”

George W. Bush, explaining to Treasury Department employees that his number-one issue as president is to remind moms and dads to be fortunate to have a child, March 7, 2001





“Anyway, I’m so thankful, and so gracious—I’m gracious that my brother Jeb is concerned about the hemisphere as well.”

George W. Bush, Miami, Florida, June 4, 2001

Gracious George probably meant he was grateful. As for his brother, since the “hemisphere” is only one-half of the earth, I wonder about which part Jeb is worried.





“We’re concerned about AIDS inside our White House—make no mistake about it.”

George W. Bush, February 7, 2001





“So on behalf of a well-oiled unit of people who came together to serve something greater than themselves, congratulations.”

George W. Bush, remarks to the University of Nebraska Women’s Volleyball Team, 2001 National Champions, May 31, 2001

As this quote wasn’t delivered as a joke I can only assume “well-oiled” was an unintentional pun.





“First, we would not accept a treaty that would not have been ratified, nor a treaty that I thought made sense for the country.”

George W. Bush, explaining that the Kyoto Accord wasn’t accepted because it wouldn’t have been accepted and it would make sense, Washington Post interview, April 24, 2001





“It was amazing I won. I was running against peace and prosperity and incumbency.”

George W. Bush, reflecting on his 2000 election platform of anti-peace, prosperity, and incumbency to Swedish Prime Minister Goran Persson, Gothenburg, Sweden, June 14, 2001





“I admit it, I am not one of the great linguists.”

George W. Bush, stating the obvious to Tom Brokaw, Inside the Real West Wing, January 23, 2001





“The budget caps were busted, mightily so. And we are reviewing … some budgetary reform measures that will reinstate—you know, possibly reinstate budgetary discipline. But the caps no longer—the caps, I guess they’re there. But they didn’t mean much.”

George W. Bush, explaining how contained spending by Congress is a pipe dream, Washington, D.C., February 5, 2001
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“As you know, I shy away from hypotheticals, Pancho. I’m going to resist the Christmas tree effect of tax policy. I don’t want people putting ornaments on my plan.”

George W. Bush, presidential press conference, February 22, 2001





“I’m hopeful. I know there is a lot of ambition in Washington, obviously. But I hope the ambitious realize that they are more likely to succeed with success as opposed to failure.”

George W. Bush, Associated Press interview, January 18, 2001





“My pro-life position is I believe there’s life. It’s not necessarily based in religion. I think there’s a life there, therefore the notion of life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness.”

George W. Bush, quoted in the San Francisco Chronicle, January 23, 2001





“For every fatal shooting, there are roughly three nonfatal shootings. Folks, this is unacceptable in America. We’re going to do something about it.”

George W. Bush, shooting himself in the foot while talking about gun violence, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, May 14, 2001





“Our nation must come together to unite.”

George W. Bush, Tampa, Florida, June 4, 2001
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“And we have a role in the government—in the state government, in the federal government—to provide immediate help as part of an economic security package, is to provide immediate help.”

George W. Bush, Orlando, Florida, December 4, 2001





“My administration has been calling upon all the leaders in the—in the Middle East to do everything they can to stop the violence, to tell the different parties involved that peace will never happen.”

George W. Bush, making clear his stance on peace, Crawford, Texas, August 13, 2001





“We must have the attitude that every child in America—regardless of where they’re raised or how they’re born—can learn.”

George W. Bush, New Britain, Connecticut, April 18, 2001





“Then I went for a run with the other dog and just walked. And I started thinking about a lot of things. I was able to—can’t remember what it was. Oh, the inaugural speech, started thinking through that.”

George W. Bush, remembering the things he thought about, in a pre-inaugural interview with U. S. News World Report, January 22, 2001





“It’s in your best interests, by the way, that we have a literate tomorrow. You’re irrelevant if people can’t read. And we need to start figuring out whether they can or cannot early in a child’s career.”

George W. Bush, National Newspaper Association’s 40th Annual Government Affairs Conference, Washington, D.C., March 22, 2001





“And terrorism and evil are common threats to both our governments [the United States and Russia], and will be tomorrow, as well as today, unless we do something about it now. And that’s exactly what we’re doing.”

George W. Bush, talking about doing something about terrorism, Crawford High School, Crawford, Texas, November 15, 2001





“Russia is no longer our enemy and therefore we shouldn’t be locked into a Cold War mentality that says we keep the peace by blowing each other up. In my attitude, that’s old, that’s tired, that’s stale.”

George W. Bush, Des Moines, Iowa, June 8, 2001





“Because if the economies of the world come back, we might be in a tight again, in which case we’re going to be wondering where was the energy policy that the president was arguing for back in the year 2001.”

George W. Bush, longing for the day when the economies of the world will come back, town hall meeting, Orlando, Florida, December 4, 2001





“It is time to set aside the old partisan bickering and finger-pointing and name-calling that comes from freeing parents to make different choices for their children.”

George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., April 12, 2001





“But the true threats to stability and peace are these nations that are not very transparent, that hide behind the—that don’t let people in to take a look and see what they’re up to. They’re very kind of authoritarian regimes. The true threat is whether or not one of these people decide, peak of anger, try to hold us hostage, ourselves; the Israelis, for example, to whom we’ll defend, offer our defenses; the South Koreans.”

George W. Bush, using his tongue as a jump rope at a media roundtable, Washington, D.C., March 13, 2001





“Iconfirmed to the prime minister that we appreciate our friendship.”

George W. Bush, after meeting with Prime Minister Jean Chrétien of Canada, February 5, 2001





“If he’s—the inference is that somehow he thinks slavery is a—is a noble institution I would—I would strongly reject that assumption—that John Ashcroft is a open-minded, inclusive person.”

George W. Bush, giving us pause as to which assumption he’s rejecting, NBC Nightly News with Tom Brokaw, January 14, 2001





“I’m glad the first lady is here. It’s an unusual job where all you’ve got to do is walk down from your living room and come to work. I’m really proud of Laura.”

George W. Bush delivers a backhanded compliment to his wife, Washington, D.C., February 1, 2001





“We’re dealing with centuries and years of hatred, and I understand that.”

George W. Bush on the Palestinian-Israeli situation, Washington, D.C., May 2, 2002
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“I’m sure you can imagine it’s an unimaginable honor to live here.”

George W. Bush, imagining the unimaginable, Washington, D.C., June 18, 2001





“It must be hard to describe how to cause people to love one another.”

George W. Bush, to Martha’s Table volunteers and board of directors, Washington, D.C., December 20, 2001








“MOST PEOPLE IN ARKANSAS KNOW WHERE TEXAS IS, AND ALI THE PEOPLE IN TEXAS KNOW WHERE ARKANSAS IS.”

George W. Bush, insulting the people of Arkansas in front of a group of Arkansas schoolchildren, Little Rock, March 1, 2001









“When I take action, I’m not going to fire a $2 million missile at a $10 empty tent and hit a camel in the butt. It’s going to be decisive.”

George W. Bush, meeting with Senators Hillary Clinton and Charles Schumer, September 24, 2001



“Nobody can threaten this country. Oh, they may be able to bomb a buildings …”

George W. Bush, discussing nonthreatening attacks on the United States in a speech to a joint session of Congress, Washington, D.C., September 20, 2001





“This administration is doing everything we can to end the stalemate in an efficient way. We’re making the right decisions to bring the solution to an end.”

George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., April 10, 2001



“Redefining the role of the United States from enablers to keep the peace to enablers to keep the peace from peacekeepers is going to be an assignment.”

George W. Bush, in an interview with the New York Times, January 14, 2001



“If a person doesn’t have the capacity that we all want that person to have, I suspect hope is in the far distant future, if at all.”

George W. Bush, to the Hispanic Scholarship Fund Institute, Washington, D.C., May 22, 2001





“Secondly, you need to pray for the good Lord to protect America, provide a shield over our country, to prevent us from harm.”

George W. Bush, December 4, 2001

Prevent us from harm or protect us from harm, Lord knows what he’s talking about.





“And, finally, next Tuesday our nation will play the National Anthem at 8:34 a.m. eastern standard time. We will do so, and we’re encouraging other nations to play their anthems and/or appropriate tunes at about the same time or an appropriate time, to send this clear signal to the terrorists.”

George W. Bush, requesting the National Anthem be played at 8:34 a.m. to honor the memory of those who died in the attacks of September 11, 2001; photo op with Norwegian Prime Minister Kjell Magne Bondevik, Washington, D.C., December 5, 2001

It was an appropriate gesture; it would have been more appropriate had the National Anthem been played at 8:46 a.m., since that is the time the first plane hit the North Tower of the World Trade Center.





“The Anthem will be played at 8:46 a.m. I wanted to correct the time, so that as we prepare this reminder about the evil, and as we stand fast against terror, that we’ve got the correct time that we’re going to do so.”

George W. Bush, later in the same photo op with the Norwegian prime minister, December 5, 2001

Standing fast against terror will now begin promptly at 8:46 a.m.





“And so one of the areas where I think the average Russian will realize that the stereotypes of America have changed is that it’s a spirit of cooperation, not one-upmanship. That we now understand one plus one can equal three, as opposed to us and Russia we hope to be zero.”

George W. Bush, explaining the U.S. relationship with Russia based on “fuzzy math,” Crawford High School, Crawford, Texas, November 15, 2001





“I think it was a—I don’t think it was—I think it was, as I understand it—and again, the secretary of defense will be briefing, the Defense Department will be briefing—that it was a facilitated rescue.”

George W. Bush, explaining, I think, the situation involving the rescue of foreigners held by the Taliban, at his Texas ranch, November 14, 2001





“This is a struggle that’s going to take awhile… It’s not one of these Kodak moments. There is no moment to this. This is a long struggle and a different kind of war.”

George W. Bush, showing us a snapshot of his grasp on the war against terror during a press conference with British Prime Minister Tony Blair, Washington, D.C., November 7, 2001





“Secondly, is to make sure that the good hearts of the American people and the Russian people, and people all over the world, are affected. By that I mean that we get the aid to the starving folks in Afghanistan.”

George W. Bush, explaining that an affected heart gives aid to starving folks in Afghanistan, Crawford High School, Crawford, Texas, November 15, 2001

“You know, a lot of Americans never heard of the CDC. They’re wondering what CDC means.”

George W. Bush, commenting on the ignorance of the masses while never explaining what CDC (Centers for Disease Control) means, November 8, 2001



“And how that—what that means to the economy, it means that the—it means that over time, our economy is going to be just as strong as the American spirit. And so I’m very optimistic about the economy. How long it will take to recover to the levels that we hope is just—is beyond my pay grade.”

George W. Bush, giving the Homeland Security Council a taste of “Bushonomics,” October 29, 2001
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“We need to counter the shockwave of the evildoer by having individual rate cuts accelerated and by thinking about tax rebates.”

George W. Bush, countering the evildoer with tax cuts, Labor Department, October 4, 2001



“And one of the great goals of this nation’s war is to restore public confidence in the airline industry, is to tell the traveling public: ’Get onboard. Do your business around the country. Fly and enjoy America’s great destination spots. Go down to Disney World in Florida, take your families, and enjoy life the way we want it to be enjoyed.’”

George W. Bush, Chicago, September 27, 2001

Our country just got attached. I’m going to Disney World!





“I asked them the other day, would it be okay if I cut a thirty-minute tape, a piece of propaganda, no questions, just here—here it is, here’s thirty minutes of me talking. Please run it, not only across your airwaves but run it internationally, if you don’t mind. I’ve got something to say about the conflict and our fight against evil. They said, no, they’re not going to do that. If I’m going to get on the news, they’ve got to ask me questions.”

George W. Bush, press conference with Vladimir Putin, November 13, 2001

I suppose being with the Russian president brought out the glory days of dictatorships.








“A DICTATORSHIP WOULD BE A HECK OF A LOT EASIER, THERE’S NO QUESTION ABOUT IT.”

George W. Bush, quoted in “A Gentleman’s ’C’ for W,” by Richard S. Dunham, Business Week Online, July 30, 2001









“I can assure you, Mr. Chairman, or I wish would be Mr. Chairman—should be Mr. Chairman, and will be Mr. Chairman after next 2002.”

George W. Bush, at a fund-raising event for Pete Domenici, Albuquerque, New Mexico, August 2001





“I look forward to seeing [Tony Blair] at Chequers. And we sat next to each other at my first EU luncheon—NATO luncheon—anyway, at the first luncheon with leaders I sat next to Tony. It was very comforting to sit next to a friend, kind of the new boy in class, you know—sat next to a friend. And he’s easy to talk to, which is a high compliment when it comes from a Texan.”

George W. Bush, BBC interview, July 20, 2001





“So the enemy hit us, and instead of retreating, instead of filing—only filing a lawsuit, we decided not only to get after them, we decided not only to hold them to account, we decided that we were going to love our neighbor, just like we like to be loved ourself.”

George W. Bush, seamlessly tying one of his favorite taunts to the enemy to his other favorite bit, his version of the second of Christ’s two commandments, “Love your neighbor as yourself,” September 5, 2002





“When one of us suffer, all of us suffers.”

George W. Bush, addressing Pennsylvania coal miners, August 6, 2002





“Some communities you say, hey, American Dream—and they go, what does that mean?”

George W. Bush, Manchester, New Hampshire, October 5, 2002

Hey, Dubya, what does that mean?
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“I’m proud to report many, many, many nations have signed up to be with us. But I want to assure you all that if I tire, they will go to sleep. And if we blink, so will they.”

George W. Bush, discussing his influence on the sleep cycle of our allies, January 22, 2002





GEORGE W. BUSH: How’s your child, April?

REPORTER: She’s wonderful.

GEORGE W. BUSH: Georgia W.?

REPORTER: My husband is watching, and the name is Ryan Tyler James.

GEORGE W. BUSH: You might as well turn to the camera when you say that.

George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., November 7, 2002

Bush’s relationship with the press has always been strained, but here it sounds like he’s trying to claim fatherhood of a reporter’s baby.





GEORGE W. BUSH: I don’t want you to get used to asking too many questions. I’ve been answering them all the whole time I’ve been here, question after question after question. If you were to ask a question, Stretch, what would it have been, so I can think about it for tomorrow? I won’t answer it now.

REPORTER: What’s your reaction to the confirmation of bin Laden being alive on the taper

GEORGE W. BUSH: Thank you. I’ve got a formulated answer.



[End of press conference]

George W. Bush, exasperated at the demands of the free press, Prague, Czech Republic, November 21, 2002
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“They hate things. We love things.”

George W. Bush, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, August 29, 2002

Just in case you were wondering about the theological, psychological, sociological, or ideological differences between the United States and our terrorist enemies.





“August was a month of accomplishment here in Washington.”

George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., August 2, 2002

This quote wouldn’t have been funny had he not said it on second day of August.





“The invisible part of everything that you thought you could see, you can’t see.”

George W. Bush, explaining the Palestinian-Israeli situation, in an interview with ITN, Crawford, Texas, April 5, 2002





“I want to thank Tom Ridge for coming. He’s a man—I asked him, I said, you know, you need to serve your country. He was serving as the governor of Pennsylvania. I said, you’ve got a nice mansion over there.”

President and former governor of Texas George W. Bush, expressing his opinion that governors don’t really serve their country, Argonne National Laboratory, Illinois, July 22, 2002





“I—first of all, there’s a lot of brains in this room. And you get to decide whether there’s a brain drain in Russia. I tell Vladimir all the time—I mean, Mr. President all the time—that Russia’s most precious resource is the brainpower of this country. And you’ve got a lot of it. It’s going to take a lot of brains in Russia to create a drain.”

George W. Bush, St. Petersburg University, St. Petersburg, Russia, May 25, 2002





“The best way to fight evil is to do some good. Let me qualify that—the best way to fight evil at home is to do some good. The best way to fight them abroad is to unleash the military. It is so important for citizens in this country to put a face on America for the world to see, the true face.”

George W. Bush, telling us that the true face of America is a double standard, Knoxville, Tennessee, April 8, 2002





“Now I’m going to eat my lasagna. If it gets cold you have to eat the lasagna.”

George W. Bush, Fort Bragg, North Carolina, March 15, 2002

I’m sure he meant to say something else but this is what came out.





“You’re going to hear the statisticians, the number crunchers, the bean counters—as we call them in Texas—say this might have been a recession, this might not have been a recession, this, that, and the other. Well, when they do that, they get crossways with the Bush boys.”

George W. Bush, along with Jeb, Neil, and Marvin, getting ready to rumble with the bean counters, St. Pete Beach, Florida, March 8, 2002
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“Listen, we’re a great nation. We welcome people in. We just want to know why you’re here. And if you’re not supposed to be here more than a period of time, then maybe you ought to just go on home.”

George W. Bush, sending a new greeting to immigrants: “Welcome to the United States, now go home.” New York, February 6, 2002





“All of us here in America should believe, and I think we do, that we should be, as I mentioned, a nation of owners. Owning something is freedom, as far as I’m concerned. It’s part of a free society…

It’s a part of—it’s of being a—it’s a part of—an important part of America.”

George W. Bush, clearing things up about what all Americans should believe, Washington, D.C., October 15, 2002





“Like the Nazis and the communists before them, the terrorists seek to end lives and control all life. And like the Nazis and the communists before them, they will be opposed by free nations and the terrorists will be defeated.”

George W. Bush, proclaiming defeat over the existing communist nations of China, Cuba, Laos, North Korea, and Vietnam in Vilnius, Lithuania, November 23, 2002
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“And all our history says we believe in liberty and justice for all, that when we see oppression, we cry.”

George W. Bush, changing Patrick Henry’s “Give me liberty or give me death” to “Give me liberty or give me a handkerchief,” East Literature Magnet School, Nashville, Tennessee, September 17, 2002





“When we were kids, a lot of us were kids, growing up, oceans separated us from danger.”

George W. Bush, charting new verbal territory on his “America protected by (or in this case, Americans separated by) oceans” theme, East Literature Magnet School, Nashville, Tennessee, September 17, 2002





“Great evil is stirring in the world. We’ve faced perils we’ve never thought about, perils we’ve never seen before, but they’re dangerous, they’re just as dangerous as those perils that your fathers and mothers and grandfathers and grandmothers faced.”

George W. Bush, warning against those dangerous perils, Pushkin, Russia, November 22, 2002





“So we’ve got to address our sights to the new threats.”

George W. Bush, getting his golfing (“address the ball”) and hunting (“set our sights”) metaphors confused, LNK TV, Lithuania, November 21, 2002





“See, every morning I go into that great Oval Office and read threats to our country—every morning. As a matter of fact, there hadn’t a morning that hadn’t gone by that I haven’t saw—seen or read threats.”

George W. Bush, scoring with a triple negative, Washington, D.C., November 12, 2002

“And so, they—the burden of proof is—must be place squarely on their shoulders. But there’s no negotiations about whether or not they’ve been telling the truth or not.”

George W. Bush and the “proof, smoof, we know you’re guilty” form of justice, Washington, D.C., September 19, 2002





“Tom is my adviser for Homeland Security, former governor of Pennsylvania. I want to thank Tom for working hard. With the Deputy Prime Minister John Manley from Canada, who both these two men work hard, too.”

George W. Bush, Detroit, Michigan, September 9, 2002

“As the United States works to bring peace around the world our diplomats and/or soldiers can be drug into the court. That’s very troubling.”

George W. Bush, changing the past tense of “drag” from “dragged” to “drug,” Milwaukee, Wisconsin, July 2, 2002





“The farm bill needs to get done quickly so that the farmers who are out there fixing to plant know what the rules of the game is.”

George W. Bush, tripped up by Bill Clinton’s little word “is,” Sioux Falls, South Dakota, April 24, 2002





“I want to talk about three issues facing America. The first are homeland security.”

George W. Bush, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, April 15, 2002





“The goals for this country are peace in the world. And the goals for this country are a compassionate American for every single citizen. That compassion is found in the hearts and souls of the American citizens.”

George W. Bush, using all the right emotional words, “goals,” “peace,” “compassionate,” “hearts and souls,” but just not making sense, Washington, D.C., December 19, 2002





“Over 50 percent of our energy comes from overseas. Fortunately, a lot of it comes from Canada.”

George W. Bush, divulging the heretofore unknown ocean that separates the United States and Canada, town hall forum, Ontario, California, January 5, 2002





“Millions of—thousands of people—millions of dollars and thousands of people—millions of dollars aren’t being invested and thousands of people aren’t working.”

George W. Bush, Portsmouth, New Hampshire, November 1, 2002





“We need people up there who understand that if Congress overspends it will serve as an anchor to economic vitality and growth.”

George W. Bush, Houston, Texas, September 26, 2002

I believe he was trying to say that overspending is a bad thing, but using the word “anchor” makes it sound like the overspending Congress stabilizes the economy.





“As well, in order for us to have the security we all want, America must get rid of the hangover that we now have as a result of the binge, the economic binge we just went through. We were in a land of—there was endless profit, there was no tomorrow when it came to, you know, the stock markets and corporate profits. And now we’re suffering a hangover for that binge.”

George W. Bush, counseling the United States to go cold turkey and admit it is powerless over economic binging, Birmingham, Alabama, July 15, 2002
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“WE’RE DELIBERATE. WE’RE PATIENT. I’M UNDER NO HURRY.”

George W. Bush, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, April 15, 2002



“HIGH TAXES IS A ROAD BLOCK.”

George W. Bush, at Albers Manufacturing, O’Fallon, Missouri, March 18, 2002

Yes, they is.






“I urge people, I urge businesses to join the Welfare to Work Partnership, or any like such partnership.”

George W. Bush’s dyslexicon strikes again with “like such” instead of “suchlike,” Washington, D.C., April 18, 2002





“[Senator Fred Thompson has] still got some—he’s got a task ahead there on the floor of the Senate, and that’s to make sure I get a Homeland Security Department that is unfettered from government rules and bureaucracies, a Homeland Security Department that will allow this president and future presidents to move people to the right place at the right time, in order to protect the homeland from an enemy which still hates us.”

George W. Bush, apparently telling Senator Fred Thompson (R-TN), that his task is to rid the Department of Homeland Security of any pesky government rules and bureaucracies, Lamar Alexander for Senate luncheon, Nashville, Tennessee, September 17, 2002
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“SOMETIMES THINGS AREN’T EXACTLY BLACK AND WHITE WHEN IT COMES TO ACCOUNTING PROCEDURES.”

George W. Bush, defending his oil firm’s accounting record, Washington, D.C., July 8, 2002


“NOT OVER MY DEAD BODY WILL THEY RAISE YOUR TAXES.”

George W. Bush, eerily and accidentally (I hope) stating he’ll be able to prevent tax hikes even from the hereafter, January 5, 2002





“You said we’re headed to war in Iraq—I don’t know why you say that. I hope we’re not headed to war in Iraq. I’m the person who gets to decide, not you.”

George W. Bush, ignoring the reporter’s question and then ignoring Congress’s role in the declaration of war, Crawford, Texas, December 31, 2002





“It’s not a very glamorous war from the sense that the cables and all the airtime can cover, but it’s happening.”

George W. Bush, comparing his lackluster war to the cable spectacular of his father’s war in the Persian Gulf, Houston, Texas, September 26, 2002








“AND I KNOW
SOMETHING
ABOUT BEING A
GOVERNMENT.
AND YOU’VE
GOT A
GOOD ONE.”

George W. Bush, Northwest Arkansas Regional Airport, November 4, 2002






“We’ve got a vast coalition of nations that are still with us. They heard the message, either you’re with us, or you’re not with us. They’re still with us.”

George W. Bush, making it seem like our allies were with us out of fear, Washington, D.C., May 14, 2002

“This isn’t a Republican war, this isn’t a Democrat war. This is an American war.”

George W. Bush, explaining that the war was not, and, obviously, could not be, declared unilaterally by one political party, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, April 24, 2002

Of course, some people would beg to differ.





“We’re a peaceful nation and moving along just right and just kind of having a time, and all of a sudden, we get attacked and now we’re at war, but we’re at war to keep the peace.”

George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., March 13, 2002





“The people who care more about the Iowa children when it comes to education are lowans, not people in Washington, D.C.”

George W. Bush (who is one of those people in Washington, D.C.), letting the people in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, know the federal government doesn’t care much about Iowa’s schoolchildren, April 15, 2002





“I understand taking tests aren’t fun.”

George W. Bush, Hamilton High School, Hamilton, Ohio, January 8, 2002








“Listen, when people come after us, we’re plenty tough. We’re a compassionate nation. And so we’re on the hunt. You just need to know we’re after them one by one. One by one. And so long as I’m the president of this country, we’re going to chase them down one by one to make sure the American homeland is secure.”

George W. Bush, hunting down the terrorists one by one with compassion, Argonne National Laboratory, Illinois, July 22, 2002
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“NO, I KNOW ALL THE WAR RHETORIC, BUT IT’S ALL AIMED AT ACHIEVING PEACE.”

George W. Bush, Madison Central High School, Madison, Mississippi, August 7, 2002





“I want to send the signal to our enemy that you have aroused a compassionate and decent and mighty nation, and we’re going to hunt you down.”

George W. Bush, Louisville, Kentucky, September 5, 2002





“My most important job is to defend the homeland, to protect innocent Americans from the deaths of the killers.”

George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., June 19, 2002



“We’re going to have a White House forum there in Washington, D.C., obviously—that’s where the White House is…”

George W. Bush, September 17, 2002





“I’m sorry the room is so small. I suspect we could have accommodated a lot more people if we had a bigger room.”

George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., July 12, 2002

From the Tao of Bush.





“And job creation and economic security—job creation and economic security, as well as homeland security, are the two most important priorities we face.”

George W. Bush, overlooking the priority of applied mathematics, Washington, D.C., November 7, 2002

“I believe the enemy has wakened a spirit in this country that understands in order to fight evil, in order to fight evil—that in order to fight evil, you can do so by loving your neighbor just like you’d like to be loved yourself.”

George W. Bush, taking off the gloves and loving evil to death, Stockton, California, August 23, 2002








“IN OTHER WORDS, I DON’T THINK PEOPLE OUGHT TO BE COMPELLED TO MAKE THE DECISION WHICH THEY THINK IS BEST FOR THEIR FAMILY.”

George W. Bush, on smallpox vaccinations, Washington, D.C., December 11, 2002





“Sometimes when I sleep at night I think of Hop on Pop.”

George W. Bush, Pennsylvania State University, April 2, 2002





“It’s the systems that don’t test are those that quit on the kids.”

George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., September 4, 2002





“When you have your own money, it means you’ve got more money to spend.”

George W. Bush, Greensboro, North Carolina, July 25, 2002

Again from the Tao of Bush.
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“And so here’s our goal, here’s the goal by which we’ll be measured—here’s the goal which I’ll be measured first, and then John will definitely be measured if I’m measured.”

George W. Bush, emphasizing the measurable goal of his drug control strategy, White House, February 12, 2002





“I read the report put out by the bureaucracy.”

George W. Bush, referring to an EPA study warning of the dangers of global warming submitted to the United Nations, Washington, D.C., June 4, 2002





“And one of the things we’ve got to make sure that we do is anything.”

George W. Bush, on what needs to be done in the Middle East, meeting with Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, Washington, D.C., May 7, 2002





“We’re expediting the administrative appeals process, so that disputes over projects are resolved quickly. In other words, not everybody agrees with thinning, there will objections. But we want those objections to be heard, of course—every citizen needs to hear a voice.”

George W. Bush, promoting healthy forests in Summerhaven, Arizona, August 11, 2003





“The danger with Iraq is that he can strike in the neighborhood. And the danger with Iraq is that he has got the willingness and capacity to train al Qaeda—type organizations and provide them with equipment to hurt America.”

George W. Bush, coming to the horrible realization that Iraq has been transformed from an entire country into a single person, Washington, D.C., February 26, 2003
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“I’m sure there’s a lot of people frightened—biotechnology is a long word and it sounds—they may say, well, I don’t know if I’m smart enough to be in biotechnology, or it sounds too sophisticated to be in biotechnology.”

George W. Bush, sympathizing with the overwhelming fear caused by big words, Winston-Salem, North Carolina, November 7, 2003





“The [military] academies are really important for a lot of reasons. Obviously, what you learn on the football field is even more important since we’re still at war.”

George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., May 16, 2003





“Wait for us to succeed peace. Wait for us to have two states, side by side—is for everybody coming together to deny the killers the opportunity to destroy.”

George W. Bush, Kennebunkport, Maine, June 15, 2003





“See, our job as policy people and members of Congress, have got to fix problems when we see them—they don’t ignore problems, they don’t hope the problems go away.”

George W. Bush, policy person, member of Congress, and president of the United States, Summerhaven, Arizona, August 11, 2003





“There is such hope here in Northern Ireland that the past can be broken.”

George W. Bush, wishing the people of Northern Ireland a broken past, Belfast, Northern Ireland, April 8, 2003
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“The other issue regarding health care is whether or not health care is affordable and available. And one reason it’s not in certain communities is because there is too many lawsuits.”

George W. Bush, Fridley, Minnesota, June 19, 2003

Indeed there is!





“People across this country are praying. They are praying that they hope those families and loved ones will find comfort and grace in their sorrow.”

George W. Bush, Tampa Bay, Florida, March 26, 2003





“May be between the time I left Camp David and here I’ll learn more.”

George W. Bush, Camp David, Maryland, March 23, 2003





“I think that freedom is a powerful incentive. And I am—I believe that someday freedom will prevail everywhere, because freedom is a powerful drive for people to—and it’s the beginnings of people expressing themselves toward a free Iran, which I think is positive.”

George W. Bush, riding the freedom trail as his train of thought derails, Kennebunkport, Maine, June 15, 2003
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“THE AMERICAN PEOPLE IS THIS COUNTRY’S GREATEST ASSET.”

George W. Bush, Alexandria, Virginia, February 12, 2003

Indeed they is!

“When I landed at the airport on Air Force One, I was honored to walk off, and after I saw brother and others that were there, I met a lady named Ana Cooper.”

George W. Bush, expressing his honor to walk off Air Force One, Miami, Florida, June 30, 2003





“And I also want to assure [Italian Prime Minister] Silvio [Berlusconi] that should we require military action, shortly after our troops go in, will go food and medicine and supplies to the Iraqi people. We will, of course, win militarily, if we have to.”

George W. Bush, making losing militarily an option, Washington, D.C., January 30, 2003

“I, I don’t know—Bono came in and dropped this new iPod off.… Lightweight. Crank it on, and you shuffle the shuffle.”

George Bush, Washington, D.C., December 15, 2005





“I am mindful that we’re all sinners, and I caution those who may try to take the speck out of their neighbor’s eye when they got a log in their own. I think it’s very important for our society to respect each individual, to welcome those with good hearts, to be a welcoming country. On the other hand, that does not mean that somebody like me needs to compromise on an issue such as marriage.”

George W. Bush, logging out without a speck of recognition for the paradox, White House, July 30, 2003





“Education belongs to everybody. High standards belongs to everybody.”

George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., October 2, 2003

Indeed they does!





“A free society is one in which will mean more likely a peaceful partner in a troubled neighborhood.”

George W. Bush, speaking of Iraq, I think, in Little Rock, Arkansas, May 5, 2003



“I’ve asked Congress to fund $100 million for the Compassionate Capital Fund. That’s a fancy word for providing money for organizations like the Urban League to teach some of these small faith programs how to apply for grants, how to help manage and train their staffs.”

George W. Bush and the fancy word “Compassionate Capital Fund,” Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, July 28, 2003





“Whether they be Christian, Jew, or Muslim, or Hindu, people have heard the universal call to love a neighbor just like they’d like to be called themselves.”

George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., October 8, 2003

Or something like that.


“THERE’S NOT GOING TO BE ENOUGH PEOPLE IN THE SYSTEM TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF PEOPLE LIKE ME.”

George W. Bush, on the looming Social Security crisis, Wilton, Connecticut, June 9, 2000



“I didn’t mean to dis the New York Times editorial page, but I just didn’t—I’m not reading it a lot these days.”

George W. Bush, in the hiz-ous disrepectin’ the NYT, yo’, Washington, D.C., December 12, 2003





“I recently met with the finance minister of the Palestinian Authority, was very impressed by his grasp of finances.”

George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., May 29, 2003





“The best way to secure the homeland is to continue to hunt the killers down one at a time.”

George W. Bush, White Sulphur Springs, West Virginia, February 9, 2003

It would take less time if we got a bunch of them at once.





“The second pillar of peace and security in our world is the willingness of free nations, when the last resort arrives, to retain aggression and evil by force.”

George W. Bush, making sure we hang on to aggression and evil by the time the last resort arrives, London, England, November 19, 2003
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“I’m going to describe what we discussed a little earlier.… We had a chance to visit with Teresa Nelson, who’s a parent, and a mom or a dad.”

George W. Bush, Jacksonville, Florida, September 9, 2003





“Since I was [last] here [in Chicago], thanks to the bravery of our military, and to friends and allies, the regime of Saddam Hussein is no more. The world is peaceful and free.”

George W. Bush, claiming the world is peaceful and free while a war rages on in Iraq, Chicago, Illinois, June 11, 2003





“The first part of your question is that—is whether or not the weapons of mass destruction question.”

George W. Bush, St. Petersburg, Russia, June 1, 2003





“As you know, these are open forums, you’re able to come and listen to what I have to say.”

George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., October 28, 2003





“And so those are two aspects of this plan that makes sense. One is how to encourage people to have—how do we encourage Congress to let people have more money in their pocket, for the good of economic growth and jobs. And what do we do about stimulating small business activity and growth. The third aspect of the plan is really to make the tax code more fair.”

George W. Bush, stating that two aspects of an economic plan make sense and then going on to discuss a third one that, I suppose, doesn’t, Jacksonville, Florida, February 13, 2003
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“FIRST, LET ME MAKE IT VERY CLEAR, POOR PEOPLE ARENT’T NECESSARILY KILLERS. JUST BECAUSE YOU HAPPEN TO BE NOT RICH DOESN’T MEAN YOU’RE WILLING TO KILL.”

George W. Bush, news conference with President Macapagal-Arroyo of the Philippines, Washington, D.C., May 19, 2003





“[Saddam Hussein] is adept at deception and delays and denying. He asked for more time so he can give the so-called inspectors more runaround.”

George W. Bush, inexplicably referring to U.N. Chief Weapons Inspector Hans Blix and his team as “so-called inspectors,” St. Louis, Missouri, January 22, 2003





“Saddam Hussein’s refusal to comply with the demands of the civilized world is a threat to peace, and it’s a threat to stability.… It’s a threat to the security of peace-leaving—peace-loving people everywhere.”

George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., February 24, 2003



“Medical liability reform is a national problem that requires a national solution. The House has passed a good bill. It is stuck in the Senate. Senators must understand no one has been healed by a frivolous lawsuit in America.”

George W. Bush, insulting the healing capabilities of a frivolous lawsuit, Manchester, New Hampshire, October 9, 2003





“And the men up here represent a representative sample of what we call the faith community in America. People who first and foremost have been called because of a calling much higher than government.”

George W. Bush, explaining the explainable, Washington, D.C., July 16, 2003





“The American people know that Saddam Hussein has weapons of mass destruction. By the way, he declared he didn’t have any.”

George W. Bush, taking the word of the man on the street as opposed to the inspectors in Iraq, prime-time press conference, Washington, D.C., March 6, 2003





REPORTER: Mr. President, with no opponent, how can you spend $170 million or more on your primary campaign?

GEORGE W. BUSH: Just watch.

Washington, D.C., July 30, 2003





“We’re really proud of you. I love the story. It’s what I love about our country, isn’t it?”

George W. Bush, Nashua, New Hampshire, March 25, 2004
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“I THINK THAT WE BELIEVE THERE ARE CHEMICAL WEAPONS IN SYRIA.”

George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., April 13, 2003

“Mr. Speaker, Vice President Cheney, members of Congress, distinguished citizens, and fellow citizens.”

George W. Bush, off to a great start with the very first sentence of his State of the Union Address, January 28, 2003





“But let me just give you one—this is a chance now to kind of start laying the groundwork for future questions. The great desire for people in Congress is for me to negotiate with myself.”

George W. Bush, setting the groundwork for future questions to avoid negotiations with himself, Washington, D.C., December 15, 2004








“ANY SKEPTIC
ABOUT WHAT I’M
TALKING ABOUT
OUGHT TO COME
AND TALK TO THE
PEOPLE WHO KNOW
WHAT THEY’RE
TALKING ABOUT.”

George W. Bush, Summerhaven, Arizona, August 11, 2003

“A couple of days ago in New York I was having a Diet Coke with my friend Prime Minister Koizumi. He’s the prime minister of Japan.”

George W. Bush, positioning himself as Diet Coke’s new spokesman when his term is finally up, Bangor, Maine, September 23, 2004





“I’m proud of the sergeant. I’m proud to call him citizen. I’m proud to call him fellow citizen to America.”

George W. Bush, proud to call the sergeant “citizen” so as not to attempt his name, Master Gunnery Sergeant Guadalupe Denogean, Washington, D.C., October 2, 2003





“This is—an ownership society is a compassionate society.”

George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., October 15, 2002

Which I take to mean, “You buy it, you love it!”
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“I appreciate people’s opinions, but I’m more interested in news. And the best way to get the news is from objective sources, and the most objective sources I have are people on my staff who tell me what’s happening in the world.”

George W. Bush, on getting his news from aides, September 23, 2003





“The CIA laid out several scenarios. It said that life could be lousy, life could be okay, life could be better. And they were just guessing as to what the conditions might be like.”

George W. Bush, dismissing leaked CIA intelligence, meeting with Iraqi Prime Minister Iyad Allawi, September 21, 2004

“The vice president and I went fishing. We threw our first lure at about 6:20 a.m. this morning. Looks like—turns out the fish like cooler weather than hot weather, probably the press corps feels the same way. Turns out this is our hundredth day since major military operations have ended, ended in Iraq.”

George W. Bush, demonstrating a classic example of bait and switch, Crawford, Texas, August 8, 2003





“It’s amazing with the software that has been developed these days that enable a camera to distinguish the difference between a squirrel and a bomb.”

George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., June 24, 2004
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“I laid out a doctrine that said if you harbor a terrorist, you’re just as guilty as the terrorist. By the way, when the president says something, you better mean it.”

George W. Bush, Appleton, Wisconsin, March 30, 2004





“Homeownership is at the highest rate ever. That means there’s more people ever in our history are able to say, ‘I own something. I own my own home.’ I went to Pearl’s home and it was pretty special. Really special, wasn’t it? She said, ‘This is my home.’ When I walked up the stairs, she didn’t say this is anybody else’s home, but her home. She said, ‘Would you come into my home, please?’”

George W. Bush, remembering his visit to Pearl’s home, Ardmore, Pennsylvania, March 15, 2004

“We know that dictators are quick to choose aggression, while free nations strive to resolve differences in peace.”

George W. Bush, a year and a half after invading Iraq, speaking without a hint of irony in an address to the U.N. General Assembly, September 21, 2004





“You can’t lead this country if your ally in Iraq feels like you question his credibility.”

George W. Bush, letting us know that his ability to lead the United States depends upon his credibility in Iraq, Janesville, Wisconsin, September 24, 2004





“I believe that, as quickly as possible, young cows ought to be allowed to go across our border.”

George W. Bush, Ottawa, Ontario, November 30, 2004

“I had the honor of calling Dale Earnhardt Jr. after the race, to congratulate him. I said, there’s nothing wrong with a fellow following in his father’s footsteps.”

George W. Bush, on calling Dale Earnhardt Jr. on February 16, 2004, to congratulate him on winning the Daytona 500

Using the expression “following in his father’s footsteps” might not have been appropriate as Dale’s father, legendary NASCAR racer Dale Earnhardt Sr., died in a crash on the last lap of the Daytona 500 in 2001.





“I told you I wasn’t going to get into details about what they asked me and then I just fell into your trap.”

George W. Bush, falling into the devilishly clever trap of a reporter who asked him a question about his 9/11 testimony, Washington, D.C., April 29, 2004

“It’s hard to be a manufacturer in the state of Pennsylvania if you’re worried about where your next energy is coming from.”

George W. Bush, Ardmore, Pennsylvania, March 15, 2004





“September the 11th changed me. I remember the day I was in the—at Ground Zero, on September the 4th, 2001. It’s a day I will never forget.”

George W. Bush, Lititz, Pennsylvania, October 27, 2004





“In the war on terror, you have fought enemies’ freedom—freedom’s enemies from the caves and mountains of Afghanistan to the deserts and cities of Iraq.”

George W. Bush, Camp Pendleton, California, December 7, 2004
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“I have long expressed my concerns about Iran, after all it’s a totalitarian society where free people are not allowed to ex—you know, exercise their—uhh, their rights as human beings.”

George W. Bush, rewriting a chapter in civics by claiming that people who aren’t allowed to exercise their rights as human beings are still considered “free,” Washington, D.C., July 19, 2004





“These stories are being written every day in America. Every single day this is happening. We never hear half of them or any—I never, but, you know—I barely hear any of them, but I just know they’re happening.”

George W. Bush, Los Angeles, California, March 3, 2004

“Thank you all. Thanks for coming out to say hello. I got to tell me, you have lifted my spirits, for which I am grateful.”

George W. Bush, Saginaw, Michigan, October 28, 2004





“I remember talking to the country after September the 11th, and reminding people that this would be a different kind of war we faced. Sometimes you’d see action, and sometimes you wouldn’t, that we’d be on a manhunt to find the terrorists who destroyed us.”

George W. Bush, musing about the unknown fact that America was destroyed during the attacks of 9/11, Roswell, New Mexico, January 22, 2004








“THE LAST TWO
YEARS, THE
AMERICAN
PEOPLE HAVE
COME TO KNOW ME.
THEY KNOW MY
BLUNT WAY OF
SPEAKING.”

George W. Bush, falling into a time warp, Daytona Beach, Florida, October 16, 2004

He took office in 2001—and made the above statement three and a half years later.





“I shared a story the other day during a press conference where I talked about a dinner I had with Prime Minister Koizumi of Japan. And we’re eating Kobe beef. I don’t know whether it’s grown here in Minnesota or not, but it’s real good.”

George W. Bush, Minneapolis, Minnesota, April 26, 2004

There are two problems with this statement. One, Kobe beef comes from cows, so it’s raised, not grown. And two, it’s called Kobe beef because it comes from Kobe, Japan.





“I—you know, look, it’s important for people to know that I’ve got a future that—I believe in a future that is peaceful, based upon liberty. And I remember my predecessor, whose life we mourn, Ronald Reagan, they felt the same way about him.”

George W. Bush, mourning the life, not the death, of former President Ronald Reagan, interview with Tom Brokaw, NBC, June 6, 2004





“The reason I keep insisting that there was a relationship between Iraq and Saddam and al Qaeda, because there was a relationship between Iraq and al Qaeda.”

George W. Bush, sticking to his guns no matter what the September 11th Commission concluded (that there was no relationship between Iraq and Saddam and al Qaeda, for one), Washington, D.C., June 17, 2004





“Probably the best reason to put me back in there is so that Laura has got four wore years as the first lady.”

George W. Bush, expressing a thought both Republicans and Democrats can agree upon, Prairie Du Chien, Wisconsin, May 7, 2004








“AND SO PEOPLE
ARE GOING TO
HAVE TO LOOK
AT THE RECORD.
LOOK AT THE
RECORD OF THE
MAN RUNNING FOR
THE PRESIDENT.”

George W. Bush, second presidential debate, St. Louis, Missouri, October 8, 2004

There he goes again, confusing “president” and “presidency.” Pssst, George, you’re the “president”; the office you hold is the “presidency.”
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“I just want you to know there’s a lot of really good people who are working hard and long hours to protect your—people at the federal level, people at the state level, first responders here at the local level.”

George W. Bush, neglecting to tell us what is being protected, Miami, Florida, August 27, 2004





“Good evening. Before I take your questions, let me speak with the American people about the situation in Iraq. This has been tough weeks in that country.”

George W. Bush, first sentence of his third prime-time press conference, White House, April 13, 2004





“Iraqis are sick of foreign people coming in their country and trying to destabilize their country.”

George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., May 5, 2004





“We must continue the work of education reform, to bring high standards and accountability not just to our elementary and secondary schools, but to our high schools, as well.”

George W. Bush, apparently not realizing that high schools are secondary schools, Washington, D.C., November 4, 2004





“This is an historic times.”

George W. Bush, October 8, 2003, Washington, D.C., and repeated April 20, 2004; May 20, 2004; and June 1, 2004


“AMERICANS SPEND SIX BILLION HOURS A YEAR FILLING OUT THEIR TAX REFORMS.”

George W. Bush, Manchester, New Hampshire, October 1, 2004

There are only 8,760 hours in a year. Six billion hours is equal to 250,000,000 days; however, when it comes to tax time it certainly feels this long.

“WOW, BRAZIL IS BIG.”

George W. Bush, when shown a map of Brazil by Brazilian President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva, Brasilia, Brazil, November 6, 2005



“When you ride hard on a mountain bike, sometimes you fall. Otherwise you’re not riding hard.”

George W. Bush, Auchterarder, Scotland, July 7, 2005

So the only way to prove you’re riding hard is to fall off?



“It’s essential that we be successful at transforming the police force into—and the forces that are there to protect infrastructure into a viable force which works, with a good command structure, an Iraqi command structure, so that projects can forward.”

George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., May 20, 2004



“If you’re feeling healthy, like I’m feeling healthy these days, don’t get in line for the flu shot.”

George W. Bush, giving preventive medicine a shot in the arm, Downingtown, Pennsylvania, October 21, 2004





“I’m working with Congress to pass the Striving Reader and Math Initiative Program, and that’s a fancy word for saying we’re going to intervene quickly with struggling middle class—middle grade and high school students.”

George W. Bush, Minneapolis, Minnesota, April 26, 2004





“I think that steroids ought to be banned from baseball.”

George W. Bush, striking out, as steroids have been banned since 2002, Washington, D.C., October 4, 2005





“Americans are serving and sacrificing to keep this country safe and to bring freedom to others. After the attacks of September the 11th, 2001, this nation resolved to fight terrorists where they dwell. We resolved to arm the terrorist enemy.”

George W. Bush, Charleston, West Virginia, July 4, 2004
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“I appreciate Lieutenant General Michel Maisonneuve. She’s in the Canadian Air Force. She’s NATO Headquarters Supreme Allied Commander Transformation Chief of Staff.”

George W. Bush, falling victim to gender confusion as General Michel Maisonneuve is a man, Norfolk, Virginia, October 28, 2005





“I’m looking forward to a good night’s sleep on the soil of a friend.”

George W. Bush, awkwardly talking about his upcoming visit to Denmark, Washington, D.C., June 29, 2005





“Can you imagine if my name had been Mungo Bush?”

George W. Bush, insulting a British reporter who asked him to autograph a book to his son, Mungo, Washington, D.C., February 18, 2005





“I think it’s important to bring somebody from outside the system, the judicial system, somebody that hasn’t been on the bench and, therefore, there’s not a lot of opinions for people to look at.”

George W. Bush, letting on that not knowing anything about his Supreme Court nominee Harriet Miers is a good thing, Washington, D.C., October 4, 2005





“I want to thank the president and the CEO of Constellation Energy, Mayo Shattuck. That’s a pretty cool first name, isn’t it, Mayo? Pass the Mayo. His wife, Molly, appreciated that.”

George W. Bush, Lusby, Maryland, June 22, 2005

I think if my name was Bush I would be a little more sensitive about making fun of someone else’s name.
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“The thing about the Hispanic community that I know well—I was taught this by a lot of my friends in Texas—is that the entrepreneurial spirit is strong in the Latino community.”

George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., April 20, 2005





“The relations with, uhh—Europe are important relations, and they’ve, uhh—because, we do share values. And, they’re universal values, they’re not American values or, you know—European values, they’re universal values. And those values—uhh—being universal, ought to be applied everywhere.”

George W. Bush, valuing values, press conference with EU dignitaries, Washington, D.C., June 20, 2005
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“If you’ve retired, you don’t have anything to worry about. The third time I’ve said that. I’ll probably say it three more times, see, in my line of work you gotta keep repeating things over and over and over again for the truth to sink in, to kinda catapult the propaganda.”

George Bush, Greece, New York, May 24, 2005





“Now, if you’re a worker who earns $35 a year over your lifetime, and this system were in effect where you could put 4 percent of your payroll taxes in a personal account, and you started at age twenty, by the time you retired, your personal account would grow to $250,000. That’s compounding rate of interest.”

George W. Bush, Raleigh, North Carolina, February 10, 2005

Wow, turning $35 a year into $250,000! Sign me up.





“Today I am pleased to announce that I have nominated an outstanding military officer, Admiral Ed—Ammiral Ed Giambasteen—Deh—Giam—Giambastiani.”

George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., April 22, 2005





“It’s important that we celebrate a peaceful transfer of power… You can be equally concerned about our troops in Iraq and those who suffered at the tsunamis [and] with celebrating democracy.”

George W. Bush, on the transfer of power from his first term to his second term, Washington, D.C., January 17, 2005





“The Iraqi regime is a threat to any American and to threats who are friends of America.”

George W. Bush, rallying troops at Fort Hood, January 3, 2003





“One of the great sources of energy for the future is liquefied natural gas. There’s a lot of gas reserves around the world. Gas is—can only be transported by ship, though, when you liquefy it, when you put it in solid form.”

George W. Bush, confusing junior high school students claiming that “liquefy” means making something solid, prime-time press conference, Washington, D.C., April 28, 2005





“I think the thing that struck all our delegation most intensely was the final scene of the plain-looking casket—one of three, by the way—lead, wood, and wood—being carried and held up for the seal to be seen, and then the sun pouring out. This will be one of the highlights of my presidency, to have been at this great ceremony.”

George W. Bush, Waco, Texas, April 8, 2005

Did he really mean to say that one of the highlights of his presidency was attending Pope John Paul II’s funeral?





“Jan, out of deep compassion for a fellow human being, adopted Katya, and here she is in America. She came as an eleven-year-older. She’s a teenager. I’m not going to tell you her real age. Let me just say she’s under twenty.”

George W. Bush, telling the heartwarming story of an adopted “eleven-year-older,” Little Rock, Arkansas, February 4, 2005





“It’s in our country’s interests to find those who would do harm to us and get them out of harm’s way.”

George W. Bush, prime-time press conference, Washington, D.C., April 28, 2005





However, if we put them in harm’s way the war against terror would end a lot sooner.

“I want to thank the people of Georgia for contributing troops to Iraq and Afghanistan. You’ve got a fine group of people that are helping serve the cause of freedom. We discussed the way forward in Iraq, discussed the importance of a democracy in the greater Middle East in order to leave behind a peaceful tomorrow.”

George W. Bush, floundering inside the space-time continuum, Tbilisi, Georgia, May 10, 2005





“For my own country, the process of becoming a mature, multiethnic democracy was lengthy and violent. Our journey from national independence to equal injustice included the enslavement of millions, and a four-year civil war.”

George W. Bush, trying out his new phrase, “equal injustice,” Riga, Latvia, May 7, 2005
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“A lot of us are getting ready to retire. We’re called baby boomers. See, my retirement age happens to be in 2008, I reached retirement age in 2008, which is a convenient year for me to retire.”

George W. Bush, expressing his desire to retire in 2008 when his term as president doesn’t actually end until 2009, Hopkinsville, Kentucky, June 2, 2005





“I spent some time recently with the prime minister, Tony Blair, and had an opportunity to express our heartfelt condolences to the people of London, people who lost lives.”

George W. Bush, Auchterarder, Scotland, July 7, 2005

Apparently, he has the ability to express his sympathy directly to the dead.



“I don’t think anybody anticipated the breech of the levees.”

George W. Bush, on Good Morning America, six days after repeated warnings from experts concerning the magnitude of damage expected from Hurricane Katrina, September 1, 2005





“If [Abu Musab al-Zarqawi] and bin Laden gain control of Iraq, they would create a new training ground for future terrorist attacks. They’d seize oil fields to fund their ambitions. They could recruit more terrorists by claiming an historic victory over the United States and our coalition.”

George W. Bush, creating the unsubstantiated “dual bogeyman scenario” to justify continued U.S. involvement in Iraq, San Diego, California, August 30, 2005





“You took an oath to defend our flag and our freedom, and you kept that oath underseas and under fire.”

George Bush, Washington, D.C., January 10, 2006





“We will stand up for terror. We will stand up for freedom.”

George W. Bush, Marlton, New Jersey, October 18, 2004





“Governor Perdue of Georgia I thought did a—showed some leadership by saying we’ve got to—anticipating a problem, here’s what we need to do to correct it. There’s going to be some—by the way, and here’s what we have done and will continue to do.”

George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., September 26, 2005





“And so while there’s a shortfall because of down refining capacity, we will work with—we have instructed EPA to leave the rules in place, or to suspend the rules that were in place, keep the suspension in place, which would make it easier to increase supply, and continue to get supply of gasoline here. And that’s important for our consumers to know.”

George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., September 26, 2005
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“The good news is—and it’s hard for some to see it now—that out of this chaos is going to come a fantastic Gulf Coast, like it was before. Out of the rubbles of Trent Lott’s house—he’s lost his entire house—there’s going to be a fantastic house. And I’m looking forward to sitting on the porch.”

George W. Bush, Mobile, Alabama, September 2, 2005





“As you can probably see I was injured myself, not here at the hospital but in combat with a cedar. I eventually won.”

George Bush, Brooke Army Medical Center, San Antonio, Texas, January 1, 2006

The president was speaking to a group of soldiers, men and women, who were wounded in combat in Iraq and Afghanistan (as opposed to the injuries he sustained fighting with a tree on his ranch).





“And so I’ve made some proposals to the Congress, proposals that work with how fast benefits will go up, proposals that said if you’re in the—a poor American, nothing is going to change for you. If you’re a wealthy American, your benefits will grow, but at a slower rate.”

George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., October 26, 2005

Whoops.





“We’re also increasing the number of agents that will be working in the internal part of the country to find those who’ve broken the law and bring them to justice.”

George W. Bush, neglecting to mention the agents who will be working in the external part of the country, El Paso, Texas, November 29, 2005





“Here’s what I believe. I believe that the great city of New Orleans will rise again and be a greater city of New Orleans. I believe the town where I used to come—from Houston, Texas, to enjoy myself, occasionally too much—will be that very same town, that it will be a better place to come to.”

George W. Bush, proclaiming that New Orleans will once again be the mecca of drunkenness and debauchery that he remembers, New Orleans, Louisiana, September 2, 2005





“Brownie, you’re doing a heck of a job.”

George W. Bush, praising Michael Brown, director of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), Mobile, Alabama, September 2, 2005

The previous day, Brown revealed in a network television interview, that he didn’t know about the thousands of people stranded at the New Orleans Convention Center until after hearing about it on television.





“I find it amazing that I sit down with this guy [Japanese Prime Minister Koizumi], strategizing about how to make the world a more peaceful place when my dad and others fought him.”

George W. Bush, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, December 12, 2005

Junichiro Koizumi didn’t become prime minister of Japan until 2001—so it’s very unlikely that Bush Sr. or others, for that matter, fought him.





“The reason why the border is necessary is because there’s suiciders coming in from Syria into Iraq.”

George W. Bush, overlooking the main reason for the border—to separate the two countries, Louisville, Kentucky, January 11, 2006





“Thank you all. Madam Secretary, it’s your building, you can give my speech, if you want to. But first, our nation sends our deepest sympathies to Ariel Sharon. He lies immobilized in an Israeli hospital. We pray for his recovery. He’s a good man, a strong man, a man who cared deeply about the security of the Israeli people, and a man who had a vision for peace. May God bless him.”

George W. Bush, mourning the life of the still-living Ariel Sharon, Washington, D.C., January 5, 2006





“Today I met with [Condoleezza Rice], for example. When I sat down with her, I wasn’t thinking politics, I was thinking about what will I do to continue to keep the pressure on Iran, so that they give up their nuclear ambitions.”

George W. Bush, not talking politics, Air Force One, February 1, 2006


“I CAN’T IMAGINE A TAX CODE THAT PENALIZES MARRIAGE. IT SEEMS LIKE TO ME WE OUGHT TO BE ENCOURAGING MARRIAGE TO OUR TAX CODE.”

George W. Bush, proposing something other than marriage between a man and a woman, Chicago, Illinois, January 6, 2006
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*Bushneology (noun; “Bush” surname + “neology”) A newly invented word or phrase, usage, or expression.

Bushlang (noun): A nickname or slang term created by George W. Bush.

A

Abu Garef (noun)
A difficult-to-pronounce U.S.-run detention camp, as in, “The prime minister brought up the Abu Garef… si—situation.”—George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., June 22, 2004 (English translation: Abu Ghraib)

Abu Gar-reb/Abu Garomp/Abu Garab (noun)
Alternate pronunciations for difficult-to-pronounce U.S.-run detention camp (see Abu Garef).
Example: “Under the dictator, prisons like Abu Gar-reb—were symbols of death and torture… America will fund the construction of a modern maximum-security prison. When that prison is completed, detainees at Abu Garomp will be relocated. Then, with the approval of the Iraqi government, we will demolish the Abu Garab prison, as a fitting symbol of Iraq’s new beginning.”
—George W. Bush, United States Army War College, Carlisle, Pennsylvania, May 24, 2004
(English translation: Abu Ghraib)

Addiction (noun)
A state of physiological or psychological dependence on something (e.g., drugs, alcohol, AIDS).
Example: “This disease [AIDS] leaves suffering and orphans and fear wherever it reaches. Every man and woman and child who suffers from this addiction, from the streets of Philly to the villages of Africa, is a child of God who deserves our love and our help.”
—George W. Bush, Greater Exodus Baptist Church, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, June 23, 2004
(English translation: affliction)

Administrative Branch (noun)
1. A heretofore-unknown fourth branch of the United States government, as in, “I’m using this as an opportunity to make a point on judicial reform. And that is that if a judge thinks he’s going to retire, give us a year’s notice, if possible. And then we will act—we, the administrative branch—will nominate somebody and clear them within 180 days.
—George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., November 7, 2002
2. Of the three real branches of the United States government (executive, judicial, and legislative) the imaginary administrative branch seems to be at odds with the legislative branch, as in, “You see, the Senate wants to take away some of the powers of the administrative branch.”
—George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., September 19, 2002
(English translation: The president is head of the executive branch.)

Affected (verb, past tense)
Having influence on something that doesn’t exist.
Example: “Even though we didn’t find the stockpiles we affected—to find, Saddam Hussein had the capability of making weapons.”
—George W. Bush, Hedgesville High School, Hedgesville, West Virginia, August 17, 2004
(English translation: expected)

Aleve (noun, product name)
An over-the-counter (OTC) nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drug whose active ingredient, naproxen sodium, is used to relieve headache, muscle ache, menstrual cramps, toothache, and suffering. Example: “A free, peaceful Zimbabwe has got the capacity to deliver a lot of goods and services which are needed on this continent in order to help aleve suffering.”
—George W. Bush, press conference with President Mbeki of South Africa, July 9, 2003
(English translation: alleviate)

Ambitions (noun)
1. A strong desire to achieve a goal. 2. The plural form of ambition. 3. Not to be used as an adjective, as in, “And then came the attack on the USS Cole in 2000, which cost the lives of seventeen American sailors. In this period, America’s response to terrorism was generally piecemeal and symbolic. The terrorists concluded this was a sign of weakness, and their plans became more ambitions.”
—George W. Bush, Marlton, New Jersey, October 18, 2004
(English translation: ambitious)

Analyzation (noun)
To study or examine in great detail individual parts and how they function within a structure as a whole. Exercise: Let’s analyze this sentence and find improper word usage. “This case has had full analyzation and has been looked at a lot. I understand the emotionality of death penalty cases.”
—George W. Bush, article on the execution of Gary Graham, Seattle Post-Intelligencer, June 23, 2000
(English translation: analysis)

Anecdotes (noun)
Humorous stories told during the recovery stage of a sick economy, as in, “A tax cut is really one of the anecdotes to coming out of an economic illness.”
—George W. Bush, The Edge with Paula Zahn, September 18, 2000 (English translation: antidote)

Anybody-Kind-of-Owned Businesses (noun/plural possessive) Nonspecific forms of business owned by anybody, as in, “The role of government is to create an environment that encourages Hispanic-owned businesses, women-owned businesses, anybody-kind-of-owned businesses. “
—George W. Bush, March 19, 2001
(English translation: Other minority-owned businesses)

Arbo-tree-ist (noun)
A recently coined term to easily identify the job specifications for a specialist in the care of trees as it has the word “tree” in the name, as in, “Look up the word. I don’t know, maybe I made it up. Anyway, it’s an arbo-tree-ist, somebody who knows about trees.”
—George W. Bush, to Judy Keen, USA Today, August 22, 2001
(English translation: arborist)

Army of Compassion (Bushlang/noun)
1. An unrecognized branch of the armed forces, in association with “the light,” whose duties include loving neighbors and helping people who are sitting or lying down. Example: “He’s a soldier in the army of compassion here in Nashville, Tennessee. He’s a part of the true strength of America, which is neighbor loving neighbor. Those of us who are on our feet, helping those who aren’t on their feet. He’s a part of the light that can help shine into corners of darkness, where there may be despair and addiction and loneliness.”
—George W. Bush, East Literature Magnet School, Nashville, Tennessee, September 17, 2002

2. Army of Compassion, Soldier in. Recruitment differs from actual branches of the armed forces; candidate qualifications include growing up in a fire station, as in, “I had the honor of meeting a fellow named Jerome Harvey. He’s a professional firefighter who volunteers his time to help people in need. He grew up in a volunteer fire department, in the sense of taking on this important job as—for his lifetime. I bring him up because he’s helping others learn how to fight fire. He’s a part of what I call a soldier in the army of compassion.”
—George W. Bush, Mount Rushmore, South Dakota, August 15, 2002
(English translation: Firefighter, police officer, paramedic, nice person)

Array (verb)
An impressive display of numerous persons or objects. Improper use of the word would read, “There was a good news story in Mississippi. I went down there and—it wasn’t because of me, it was because the doctors and the citizens understand the cost of a trial system gone array and they got themselves a law. And they got a medical liability law. They put caps, real caps.”
—George W. Bush, Scranton, Pennsylvania, January 16, 2003
(English translation: gone awry)

B

Basics (noun)
Something someone usually gets back to. Not to be confused with “basis” as in, “Reading is the basics for all learning.”
—George W. Bush, announcing his “Reading First” initiative in Reston, Virginia, March 28, 2000
(English translation: basis)

Battle-Friendly (Bushlang/noun)
A group of people whose personal relationship with war is pleasant and welcoming. 2. Not antagonistic toward or in conflict with battle. “Our intelligence professionals and special forces have cooperated in battle-friendly—with battle-friendly Afghan forces—fighters who know the terrain, who know the Taliban, and who understand the local culture.
—George W. Bush, December 11, 2001
(English translation: friendly)

Be-a-Dilatating
A person in the process of dilatating, as in, “Diseases… such as arthritis and osteoporosis can be less be-a, be-a-dilatating.”
—George W. Bush, Orange County Convention Center, Orlando, Florida, March 21, 2001
(English translation: debilitating)

Believe (verb)
A belief that is believed and is grounded in believability, as in, “I know what I believe. I will continue to articulate what I believe and what I believe—I believe what I believe is right.”
—George W. Bush, Rome, July 22, 2001
(English translation: believe me)

Bigacy (noun)
A very large intolerant, narrow-minded beast. (Antonym: Smallacy). Example: “I did denounce it. I de—I denounced it. I denounced interracial dating. I denounced anti-Catholic bigacy… bigotry.”
—George W. Bush, in response to attacks about his visit to ultraconservative Bob Jones University, February 25, 2000
(English translation: bigotry)

Bilatarelations (noun)
The state of being after two words merge, as in, “It is naive and dangerous to take a policy that he suggested the other day, which is to have bilatarelations with North Korea.”
—George W. Bush, second presidential debate, St. Louis, Missouri, October 8, 2004
(English translation: bilateral relations)

Blackmail (verb)
To threaten or pressure into action by extortion, as in, “Speaking about barbaric regimes, we must deal with probably one of the most—not probably—one of the most real threats we face, and that is the idea of a barbaric regime teaming up with a terrorist network and providing weapons of mass destruction to hold the United States and our allies and our friends blackmail.”
—George W. Bush, Alexander for Senate luncheon, September 17, 2002

Breast (noun)
A word occasionally evoked to titillate soldiers during a time of war, as in, “America needs a military where our breast and brightest are proud to serve, and proud to stay.”
—George W. Bush, with troops at Fort Stewart, Georgia, February 12, 2001
(English translation: best)

Bumping (verb)
A term used in economics to indicate the uncomfortable jolting or bouncing of the economy of a nation, as in, “Of course, we’ve got a—our economy is kind of bumping along. It’s not as strong as it should be. It’s bumping and bumping.”
—George W. Bush, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, November 4, 2002

C

Calvary (noun)
A more mobile part of a modern army who routinely visit the hill upon which Jesus was crucified. “All Texans are proud that our state is the home to so many fine military units, including the great 1st Calvary Division.”
—George W. Bush, Fort Hood, Texas, January 3, 2003
(English translation: cavalry)

Capital Formators (noun)
A person, or group of persons, who create money, as in, “I’m confident we can work with Congress to come up with an economic stimulus package that will send a clear signal to the risk-takers and capital formators of our country.”
—George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., September 17, 2001

Caucus Area (noun)
A closed or secret meeting between the people who live in the region between the Black and Caspian seas, including southwest Russia, Georgia, Azerbaijan, and Armenia, as in, “It would have been awfully hard to do, as well, by the way—we would have had to—we hadn’t got our relationship right with Pakistan yet. The Caucus area would have been very difficult from which to base. It just seemed an impractical strategy at the time, and frankly, I didn’t contemplate it.”
—George W. Bush, prime-time press conference, Washington, D.C., April 13, 2004
(English translation: Caucasus area)

Certain (adjective)
The certain sense of certainty that a certain something is certainly certain, as in, “In the past we were certain, we were certain it was us versus the Russians in the past. We were certain, and therefore we had huge nuclear arsenals aimed at each other to keep the peace. That’s what we were certain of… You see, even though it’s an uncertain world, we’re certain of some things. We’re certain that even though the ‘evil empire’ may have passed, evil still remains. We’re certain there are people that can’t stand what America stands for… We’re certain there are madmen in this world, and there’s terror, and there’s missiles and I’m certain of this, too: I’m certain to maintain the peace, we better have a military of high morale, and I’m certain that under this administration, morale in the military is dangerously low.”
—George W. Bush, Albuquerque, New Mexico, May 31, 2000

Coexist (verb)
To live together in peace despite differences (e.g., diplomatic, religious, or respiratory), as in, “I know the human being and fish can coexist peacefully.”
—George W. Bush, Saginaw, Michigan, September 29, 2000

Commiserate (adjective)
1. To express sadness or sorrow in equal proportion, as in, “If need be, we’ll just reduce unilaterally to a level commiserate with keeping a deterrence and keeping the peace.”
—George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., March 13, 2002
(English translation: commensurate)
2. To express sadness or sorrow as a positive economic indicator, as in, “See, without the tax relief package, there would have been a deficit, but there wouldn’t have been the comm—commiserate—the, the, the, the, not commiserate—the, the, the—kick to our economy that occurred as a result of the tax relief.”
—George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., December 15, 2003 (English translation: boost, upsurge)

Community-Based Community (noun)
A community that derives its main source of influence from the community, as in, “Listen, I, I, I wanna thank, uhh, leaders of the—in the faith, and uhh—faith-based and community-based community for being here, we’ve got people who represent thousands of volunteers who are in the midst of helping save lives.”
—George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., September 6, 2005
(English translation: faith-based community)

Compassionate Results (noun)
Results that have acquired the human capability to show feelings of sympathy for the suffering of others, as in, “A reformer with results is a conservative who has had compassionate results in the state of Texas.”
—George W. Bush, New York Times, February 10, 2000
(English translation: positive results)

Compassioned (noun, past tense)
Someone who at one time had compassion, as in, “Listen, out of the evil done to this great land is going to come incredible good, because we’re the greatest nation on the face of the earth, full of the most fine and compassioned and decent citizens.”
—George W. Bush, Mount Rushmore, South Dakota, August 15, 2002
(English translation: compassionate)

Condems (noun)
A prophylactic device that has been found guilty or unfit for use, as in, “We’re workin’ with our partners to expand prevention efforts, that emphasize abstinence, being faithful in marriage, and using condems correctly.”
—George W. Bush, World AIDS Day, Washington, D.C., December 1, 2005

Conflict (verb)
A continued struggle or battle to impose something unpleasant, as in, “And the other lesson is that there are people who can’t stand what America stands for, and desire to conflict great harm on the American people.
—George W. Bush, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, July 28, 2003
(English translation: inflict)

Conscience (noun)
The awareness of the internal sense of right and wrong, as in, “We’re, uhh, conscience of, uhh, of uhh, folks flying—and getting lists of people flying into our country and matching them now with a much-improved database.”
—George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., July 30, 2003
(English translation: conscious)

Contacted (verb)
A state or relationship in which one communicates with an illness, as in, “Manuel Guerra contacted polio as an infant.”
—George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., April 23, 2002
(English translation: contracted)

Contamidated (verb)
A substance made impure or unclean due to contact or mixture and found in Tweety Bird’s cage, as in, “We relied upon a company out of England to provide about half of the flu vaccines for the United States citizen, and it turned out that the vaccine they were producing was contamidated.”
—George W. Bush, third presidential debate, Tempe, Arizona, October 13, 2004.
(English translation: contaminated)

Continuous (adjective)
A parcel of land that stretches on without end, as in, “Israel must make sure there’s a continuous territory that the Palestinians can call home.”
—George W. Bush, Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, June 3, 2003
(English translation: contiguous)

Could Care Less
Maintaining a level of concern over a situation without decreasing it, as in, “[Saddam Hussein] could care less about human condition inside of Iraq.”
—George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., February 25, 2003
(English translation: couldn’t care less)

Criterion (noun)
A single standard on which a judgment is based, as in, “I’ve asked Secretary of State Powell, Secretary of Treasury O’Neill to reach out to the world community, to develop clear and concrete, objective criterion for the millennium challenge account. We’ll apply these criterion fairly, and rigorously.”
—George W. Bush, Monterrey, Mexico, March 22, 2002
(English translation: criteria)

Cufflink (noun)
A pair of linked buttons for fastening shirt cuffs occasionally forced upon educators by the federal government, as in, “We want our teachers to be trained so they can meet the obligations, their obligations as teachers. We want them to know how to teach the science of reading. In order to make sure there’s not this kind of federal—federal cufflink.”
—George W. Bush, Fritsche Middle School, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, March 30, 2000
(English translation: handcuff)

D

Dangered (adjective)
The deplorable act of dangering someone, as in, “The world sees our compassion toward one another, as neighbor helps neighbor, as neighbor grieves with neighbor, as people from all across our country want to hold the families who have been dangered—who have been hurt—in their arms.”
—George W. Bush, Chicago, September 27, 2001
(English translation: endangered)

Dark Resorts (noun)
A place people gather for relaxation or recreation that has experienced a power outage, as in, “Once you figure out the nature of the enemy, and know that they hide in caves and dark resorts of the city, it requires a universal effort to find them.”
—George W. Bush, Lima, Ohio, August 28, 2004
(English translation unknown)

Death Tax (noun)
A cruel and unusual tax demanded by the federal government before death could take its final toll; however, now that it has been revoked, eternal life has been reinstated. “We phased out the death tax, so America’s family farmers can stay in the family.”
—George W. Bush, Davenport, Iowa, August 5, 2004
(English translation: the estate tax)

Deception Accounting (noun)
The activity of maintaining the receivable and payable deceptions in an individual or organization account. “Yet when a company uses deception—deception accounting to hide reality, executives should lose all their compensation—all their compensation—gained by the deceit.”
—George W. Bush, Wall Street, July 9, 2002
(English translation: deceptive accounting)

Deciders (noun)
Two or more people who decide what decisions are decidedly so, as in, “We don’t believe in planners and deciders making the decisions on behalf of Americans.”
—George W. Bush, Scranton, Pennsylvania, September 6, 2000
(English translation: decision makers)

Department of Housing and Human Development (noun)
Heretofore unknown Cabinet department of the United States government that oversees developing and executing policy on public housing and public humans, as in, “I also have picked a secretary for Housing and Human Development, Mel Martinez from the state of Florida.”
—George W. Bush, Austin, Texas, December 20, 2000
(English translation: Housing and Urban Development)

Despoiled (verb)
To alter completely something in rotten condition (similar terms include: deblemish, undisfigure, or antidecay). “I guess all land is precious—but the part that the people uniformly would not want to spoil, will not be despoiled. But there are parts of the monument lands where we can explore without affecting the overall environment.”
—George W. Bush, March 13, 2001
(English translation: spoiled)

Disassemble
To break something down into its component parts and then lie about it, as in, “And the allegations—by people who were held in detention, people who hate America, people that had been trained in some instances to disassemble—that means not tell the truth. And so it was an absurd report.”
—George W. Bush, answering criticism regarding detainees at Guantanamo Bay, Washington, D.C., May 31, 2005
(English translation: dissemble)

Disregardered (verb)
To not unpay attention to or not disignore, as in, “That same prison became a symbol of disgraceful conduct by a few American troops who dishonored our country and disregardered our values.”
—George W. Bush, discussing Abu Ghraib (see Abu Garef/Abu Garreb/Abu Garomp/Abu Garab), United States Army War College, Carlisle, Pennsylvania, May 24, 2004
(English translation: disregard)

Dyslexia (noun)
A neurological disorder that in some cases written or spoken words appear can cause reversed to or jumbled, as in, “The woman who knew that I had dyslexia—I never interviewed her.”
—George W. Bush, responding to a magazine article claiming he suffered from dyslexia, Orange, California, September 15, 2000
(alternate term: lysdexia)

E

Embetter (Bushlang/adjective)
Greaterness in quality, as in, “I want to thank the dozens of welfare-to-work stories, the actual examples of people who made the firm and solemn commitment to work hard to embetter themselves.”
—George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., April 18, 2002
(English translation: better)

Embetterment (Bushlang/noun)
When the current circumstances surrounding a particular situation becomes more good, as in, “I want to tell you it’s an honor to be here amongst people who dedicate their lives to the embetterment of our fellow human beings.”
—George Bush, National Hispanic Prayer Breakfast, Washington, D.C., May 16, 2002
(English translation: betterment)
Synonyms: disemworsenment, improvingliness

Equivocal (adjective)
A statement that could be ambiguous and may or may not be misleading, as in, “Ann and I will carry out this equivocal message to the world: Markets must be open.”
—George W. Bush, swearing-in ceremony for Secretary of Agriculture Ann Veneman, Washington, D.C., March 2, 2001
(English translation: unequivocal)

Exemplorary (adjective)
A commendable action that may or may not be fabulous but is still worthy of imitation, as in, “Rick Sanchez has done a fabulous job. He’s been there for a—a long time. His service has been exemplorary. “
—George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., May 25, 2004
(English translation: exemplary)

Extenuated (verb)
To lessen the magnitude or seriousness by way of making excuses, except when used by Bush, when it has the opposite meaning, as in, “I mean, there was a serious international effort to say to Saddam Hussein, you’re a threat. And the 9/11 attacks extenuated that threat, as far as I—concerned.”
—George W. Bush, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, December 12, 2005
(English translation: accentuated)

Eyed, Clear and/or Cold (noun)
A rare disorder that affects the optic center of the brain causing focal problems followed by a sharp decrease in eye temperature, as in, “And, therefore, it’s important for all of us in elective office to be clear-eyed about the threats we face, to see the world exactly the way it is, not the way we wish it would be. In order to protect America from current threats and future threats, we’ve got to be cold-eyed realists.”
—George W. Bush, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, November 4, 2002

F

Fact/Facts/Factual
Unreliable sources of information, as in, “The fact that he relies on facts—says things that are not factual—are going to undermine his campaign.”
—George W. Bush, on Al Gore, New York Times, March 4, 2000

Fallacy (noun)
A mistake made in a line of reasoning that invalidates it, as in, “I am a person who recognizes the fallacy of humans.”
—George W. Bush, The Oprah Winfrey Show, September 19, 2000
(English translation: fallibility)

Faith-Based Church (Noun)
A recently created house of worship whose main principles, activities, and inspirations are derived from faith, as in, “There’s a—some of the greatest programs, initiatives come out of our faith-based programs or faith-based churches or synagogues or mosques.”
—George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., January 30, 2003
(English translation: church)

Filter (Bushlang/noun)
A derogatory term used to describe the members of the press, “And, listen, we’re making good progress in Iraq. Sometimes it’s hard to tell it when you listen to the filter.”
—George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., October 6, 2003

Finality (verb)
The endness of something, as in, “I knew it might put him in an awkward position that we had a discussion before finality has finally happened in this presidential race.”
—George W. Bush, describing a phone call to Senator John Breaux, Crawford, Texas, December 2, 2000

First Team (noun)
An endearing, albeit unusual, moniker given to the spouse of the president of the United States, as in, “I regret that the first team of our family isn’t here today. She’s helping decorate the White House.”
—George W. Bush, Shreveport, Louisiana, December 3, 2002
(English translation: First Lady)

First-Time Responder (noun)
A group of trained professionals (e.g., police officers, firefighters, paramedics) who respond to an emergency situation for the first time, as in, “We’ve got money in our budget for first-time responders—those are your police and your fire and your emergency medical teams—so that they can have a capacity to respond to any emergency that may occur, if one does.”
—George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., April 16, 2002
(English translation: first responders)

Folks (noun)
People who routinely engage in acts of terrorism, as in, “We’re facing a—a—group of folks who have such hatred in their heart, they’ll strike anywhere—with any means, and that’s why it’s essential that we have strong alliances, and we do.”
—George W. Bush, first presidential debate, Coral Gables, Florida, September 30, 2004
(English translation: terrorists)

Foreign-Handed (adjective)
A foreign policy written with the nondominant hand or by a citizen of another country, as in, “I will have a foreign-handed foreign policy.”
—George W. Bush, Redwood City, California, September 27, 2000
(English translation: knowledgeable)

Forment
A word that has no meaning but sounds like “form” or “format,” as in, “We know that democracies do not forment terror or invade their neighbors.”
—George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., May 18, 2005
(English translation: foment—to cause trouble)

Forty-One (number)
Nickname for former president of the United States George H.W. Bush, as in, “George H.W. Bush, no. 41, as he is known in the family, put in a call to the White House late Thursday after his son George W. Bush, no. 43, had finished his war speech to the joint session of Congress.”
—Time magazine, Monday, September 24, 2001

Forty-Three (number)
Nickname for current president of the United States George W. Bush; see above.

Frankly Mood (noun)
The honest and sincere emotional state of a planet. “The… the—frankly mood of the world would have been astounded had the United States acted unilaterally in, uh, trying to deal with al Qaeda in that part of the world.”
—George W. Bush, prime-time press conference, White House, April 13, 2004
(English translation: frankly, the mood…)

Friend-Raiser (Bushlang/noun)
A planned event where the president of the United States can meet with, or lift up, people with whom he is on good terms. Example:
GEORGE W. BUSH: Now I’ve got to go over to a friend-raiser.
REPORTER: A friend-raiser?
GEORGE W. BUSH: Well, that’s opposed to a fund-raiser.
REPORTER: What’s a friend-raiser?
GEORGE W. BUSH: A friend-raiser? Well, it’s a—well, it’s just kind of a cute way of saying I’m going to go over and see people and thank them for being a part of my campaign.
—Crawford, Texas, April 26, 2002
(English translation: party)

Furity (adjective)
The state of really madness, as in, “I’m furious about innocent life lost. However, through my furity, even though I’m mad, I still believe peace is possible.”
—George W. Bush, on the terrorist attack on Hebrew University, August 1, 2002
(English translation: furor)

G

Gist (noun)
The essential meaning or central point in the life of an illustrator of comics, as in, “I thought how proud I am to be standing up beside my dad. Never did it occur to me that he would become the gist for cartoonists.”
—George W. Bush, Newsweek, February 28, 2000
(English translation: grist)

Greecians (noun)
A group of folks who live in Greece and make urns. Example: “Keep good relations with the Greecians.”
—George W. Bush, as quoted in the Economist, April 9, 1999
(English translation: Greeks)

H

Habits of Freedom (noun)
1. The regular, repetitive, and often-unconscious pattern of not being contained. 2. A long, loose gown traditionally worn by monks or nuns outside the cloister. Example: “We also understand the habits of freedom are more likely to make the world a more peaceful and hopeful place.”
—George W. Bush, Santa Clara, California, May 2, 2003
(English translation: tenets, doctrine, principle)

Hater (noun)
Someone who deals in hate or is an immense disliker of something or someone, as in, “In the old days, you could count tanks and figure outhow strong the enemy was. This is an enemy that hides in caves. They try to find the darkest cave, the deepest cave, and then they send youngsters to their suicidal deaths. It’s a different kind of hater than we’re used to.”
—George W. Bush, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, September 2, 2002
(English translation: aggressor, enemy)

Hemispheric (noun)
An easily located product that has some characteristic of half of the earth, as in, “Natural gas is hemispheric. I like to call it hemispheric in nature because it is a product that we can find in our neighborhoods.”
—George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., December 20, 2000
(English translation: natural resource)

Hindi (noun)
The native language of India, not to be confused with people who adhere to Hinduism, as in, “And if you choose to—if you believe in the Almighty, you can—you’re equally an American. If you’re a Jew, Christian, or Muslim or Hindi or whatever. It is one of the great traits and traditions of our country, where people can worship the way you see fit.”
—George W. Bush, interview on Larry King Live, August 15, 2004
(English translation: Hindu)

Hispanically (adverb)
Pertaining to a broad classification of persons whose ancestry hails from Spain, the Spanish-speaking countries of Latin America, or the original settlers of the traditionally Spanish-held southwestern United States. Also, Hispanicality, Hispanican, Hispanicology.
Example: “A lot of times in the rhetoric, people forget the facts. And thefacts are that thousands of small businesses—Hispanically owned or otherwise—pay taxes at the highest marginal rate.”
—George W. Bush, speaking to the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, March 19, 2001
(English translation: Hispanic)

Hopefuller (adjective)
The condition of being fuller of hope, as in, “I want it to be said that the Bush administration… will make America what we want it to be—a literate country and a hopefuller country.”
—George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., January 11, 2001
(English translation: more hopeful)

Hostile (adjective)
Showing or feeling hatred or anger toward somebody especially if they are holding you against your will, as in, “We cannot let terriers* and rogue nations hold this nation hostile or hold our allies hostile.”
—George W. Bush, Des Moines, Iowa, August 21, 2000
(English translation: hostage)
*See Bushneology definition of terriers

Human Mankind (noun)
A subgroup of mankind, as in, “As I said in my State of the Union, liberty is not America’s gift to the world. It is God’s gift to human mankind, and that’s what I believe.”
—George W. Bush, Alexandria, Virginia, February 12, 2003
(English translation: humankind, mankind)

Hydrogen-Generated Automobile (noun)
Amazingly complicated and very expensive process of creating automobiles with hydrogen, as in “That’s why I proposed a hydrogen automobile—hydrogen-generated automobile. We’re spending one billion dollars to come up with the technologies to do that.”
—George W. Bush, second presidential debate, St. Louis, Missouri, October 8, 2004
(English translation: hydrogen-powered automobile)

I

IEAE (abbreviation)
Shortened verse from the children’s classic “Old MacDonald Had a Farm.” Example: “Uhh—we are working—hard to bring a diplomatic solution. And uhh—we’ve made some progress. After all, the IEAE asked that the Security Council take up the North Korean issue.”
—George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., March 6, 2003
(English translation: IAEA—International Atomic Energy Agency)

Illiterate (adjective)
The process of teaching children how not to read or write in order to eliminate certain unfair practices, as in, “I mean, there needs to be a wholesale effort against racial profiling, which is illiterate children.”
—George W. Bush, second presidential debate, October 11, 2000
(No English translation available)

Incarsinated (adjective)
Somebody who has been prisoned or jailized, as in, “So today I ask you to challenge your listeners to love somebody just like they’d like to be loved themselves, to remind them that one person can make a difference in somebody’s life, to encourage them, to mentor, to encourage them to starta ministry, which will find the children of those who are incarsinated and love them.”
—George W. Bush, Nashville, Tennessee, February 10, 2003
(English translation: incarcerated)

Incent (verb)
1. To encour or motiv somebody to do something, as in, “Yes, I think it’s important for our fellow citizens to know that there are ways for government to incent people to invest.”
—George W. Bush, Jacksonville, Florida, February 13, 2003
2. To encour or motiv something to do something, as in, “If you want to encourage small business growth, we ought to incent it to grow in that part of the world.”
(English translation: give incentive)

Insticated (verb)
To urge or provoke usually by a rascally rapscallion, as in, “Coalition forces have encountered serious violence in some areas of Iraq. Our military commanders report that this violence is being insticated by three groups.”
—George W. Bush, prime-time press conference, Washington, D.C., April 13, 2004
(English translation: instigated)

Internets (noun)
A series of several Internet systems tied together and publicly accessible, credited in part to Vice President Al Gore, as in, “Uhh—I hear there’srumors on the, uhh, Internets that we’re gonna have a—draft. We’re not going to have a draft. Period.”
—George W. Bush, St. Louis, Missouri, October 8, 2004
(English translation: the Internet)

Intrepidation (noun)
An unfearful fear or an uneasiness of ease, as in, “You see, the enemies want to create a sense of fear and intrepidation.”
—George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., October 8, 2003
(English translation: trepidation)

IRA Agents (noun)
A group of people who represent Irish terrorists in exchange for 10 percent of all profits, as in, “Al Gore’s tax plan would require numerous
IRA agents.”
—George W. Bush, Houston Chronicle, October 15, 2000
(English translation: IRS—Internal Revenue Service)

J

Justice (noun)
To execute, murder, or otherwise kill someone, usually a “bad” person, as in, “Of course, it’s important that the—that Saddam’s sons were brought to justice.”
—George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., July 30, 2003

L

Legs of Responsibility (Bushlang/noun)
The two appendages below the pelvis that are used for walking and are accountable to other parts of the body (e.g., the arms of acknowledgment, the neck of aggression), as in, “Perhaps one way will be, if we use military force, in the post-Saddam Iraq the U.N. will definitely need to have a role. And that way it can begin to get its legs, legs of responsibility back.”
—George W. Bush, Lajes, Azores, March 16, 2003
(No English translation available)

Lurch (verb)
To lie in wait while violently pitching to one side, as in, “Now the enemy hides in caves. They lurch in the shadows of the world.”
—George W. Bush, Buffalo, New York, April 20, 2004
(English translation: lurk)

M

Malfeance (noun)
Illegal conduct reported on by Elmer Fudd, as in,
REPORTER: The accounting procedures at Harken and Aloha have been compared to what went on at Enron. Would you agree with that?
GEORGE W. BUSH: No.
REPORTER: Why not, sir?
GEORGE W. BUSH: Well, again, this is—there was no malfeanceinvolved. This was a honest disagreement about accounting procedures.… There was no malfeance, no attempt to hide anything.
—George W. Bush, our nation’s first “MBA president,” Washington, D.C., July 9, 2002
(English translation: malfeasance)

Measured (adjective)
Slow, deliberate, carefully, and repeatedly considered, as in, “And so here’s our goal, here’s the goal by which we’ll be measured—here’s the goal which I’ll be measured first, and then John will definitely be measured if I’m measured.”
—George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., February 12, 2002

Medal Impairment (noun)
The decreased mental or physical ability of an awarded or commemorative medallion, as in, “Secondly, these asbestos suits have bankrupted a lot of companies, and that affects the workers here in Michigan and around the country. Thirdly, those with no major medal impairment now make up the vast majority of claims, while those who are truly sick are denied their day in court.”
—George W. Bush, Clinton Township, Michigan, January 7, 2005
(English translation: medical impairment)

Mential Losses
No longer having something that’s mential and/or fundamential, as in, “This is still a dangerous world. It’s a world of madmen and uncertainty and potential mential losses.”
—George W. Bush, speaking at a South Carolina oyster roast, January 14, 2000
(English translation: missile/or nuclear launches)

Mexican (noun)
Native language of the Mexican people, as in, “Neither in French nor in English nor in Mexican.”
—George W. Bush, photo op with Canadian Prime Minister Jean Chretien, April 21, 2001
(English translation: Spanish)

Misunderestimated (Bushlang/verb)
1. To not overmisjudge. 2. The perceived overundevalue or misimportanceness of an action or statement, as in, “The folks who conducted this act on our country on September 11th made a big mistake. They misunderestimated the fact that we love a neighbor in need. They misunderestimated the compassion of our country. I think they misunderestimated the will and determination of the commander-in-chief, too.”
—George W. Bush, September 26, 2001
(English translation: underestimated)

More Better (adjective)
A state or condition of increased betterment associated with the ability to hear something visually, as in, “We look forward to hearing your vision so we can more better do our job.”
—George W. Bush, Gulfport, Mississippi, September 20, 2005
(English translation: better)

More Easy (adjective)
The enhanced simplization of an event or situation, as in, “Imagine how less dependent America will be on foreign sources of energy, and how more easy it’ll be to clean up our air.”
—George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., February 25, 2002
(English translation: easier)

More Few (oxymoron)
The simultaneous increasing and decreasing of something, as in, “Will the highways on the Internet become more few?”
—George W. Bush, Concord, New Hampshire, January 29, 2000
(English translation: fewer)

More Free (adjective)
The state of being less unfree, as in, “We will be steadfast and strong in our desire to make the world more free.”
—George W. Bush, Simon for Governor luncheon, August 23, 2002
(English translation: free)

Most Neediest (adjective)
The condition of being needier than a needy person, as in, “I went down to Mississippi, met a man who had moved to Mississippi to provide health care for some of our most neediest citizens.”
—George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., March 4, 2003
(English translation: neediest)

Mr. Saddam (noun)
An informal, yet traditionally subservient, form of address (e.g., “Mammy, here’s Miss Scarlett’s vittles”) as in,
“I think that no matter how Mr. Saddam is dealt with, the goal of disarming Iraq still stays the same, regardless of who is in charge of the government. And that’s very important for the Iraqi people to know.”
—George W. Bush, going from Saddam Hussein is untrustworthy to the entire nation of Iraq and all its citizens are untrustworthy, Washington, D.C., January 30, 2003
(English translation: Pesident Hussein or Mr. Hussein)

N

Needs (noun)
The global requirement of the educational system to serve as an employment office, as in, “We’ve got to make sure that the education system throughout the world provides people the needs to be able to provide work.”
—George W. Bush, Barbara Walters interview, December 4, 2001
(English translation: means)

Newly-Graduate (noun)
A freshly diplomaed university student, as in, “And traveling with me today is one of our daughters, a newly-graduate from college, Barbara Bush. Thanks for coming, Barbara.”
—George W. Bush, Marquette, Michigan, July 13, 2004
(English translation: recent graduate)

New-Q-Ler (adjective)
Some new dangerous atomic power the Eye-rackies had that we couldn’t find, as in, “We have found diagrams of American new-q-ler power plants and public water facilities.… The Iraqi regime has plotted to develop anthrax and nerve gas and new-q-ler weapons for over a decade.”
—George W. Bush, State of the Union address, January 29, 2002
(English pronunciation: nu•cle•ar)

O

Office (verb)
The act of plying one’s trade or livelihood, as in, “I love to bring people into the Oval Office—right around the corner from here—and say, this is where I office.”
—George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., February 18, 2004
(English translation: work)

Ooch (Bushlang/verb)
A slow and sneaky form of movement, as in, “[The terrorists] kind of ooch around the dark corners of the world and look out, peep out around the corner—in the meantime, send these suicide squads.”
—George W. Bush, Downingtown, Pennsylvania, October 22, 2002

Ooching (Bushlang/verb)
“Let me tell you my thoughts about tax relief. When your economy is kind of ooching along, it’s important to let people have more of their own money.”
—George W. Bush, Boston, October 4, 2002

Opportunistic (adjective)
A form of society that seeks to take immediate advantage, often unethically, of any circumstance of possible benefit, as in, “After all, it is where children from all over America learn to be responsible citizens, and learn to have the skills necessary to take advantage of our fantastic opportunistic society.”
—George W. Bush, Santa Clara, California, May 1, 2002
(English translation: take advantage of the opportunities in our fantastic society)

P

Pacemaker (noun)
A new foreign policy whereby the United States exchanges its role as a peacekeeping nation to a nation that sets the pace, as in, “We’ll let the other countries of the world be the peacekeepers and the great country called America be the pacemakers.”
—George W. Bush, Houston, Texas, September 6, 2000
(English translation: peacemakers)

Payroll (noun)
A list of employees and their salaries that also contains a special storage drawer, as in, “Columbia carried in its payroll classroom experiments from some of our students in America.”
—George W. Bush, Bethesda, Maryland, February 3, 2003
(English translation: payload)

Peeance-Freeance (adjective)
Marked by a deeance, greeance of tranquility and liberty, as in, “It’s in the interest of—uhh—uhh, long-term peace in the world that we—uhh—work for a free and secure and peaceful Iraq. A peeance, freeance secure Iraq in the midst of the Middle East will have enormous historical impact.”
—George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., October 27, 2003
(English translation: peaceful, free. Note, the official White House transcript interpreted “peeance, freeance” to “A free and secure Iraq… “)

Persecuted (verb)
To ill-treat, oppress, or harass a person, especially because of race, religion, or beliefs, during a legal proceeding, as in, “Should any Iraqi officer or soldier receive an order from Saddam Hussein… don’t follow that order. Because if you choose to do so, when Iraq is liberated, you will be treated, tried, and persecuted as a war criminal.”
—George W. Bush, January 22, 2003
(English translation: prosecuted)

Piece of Work (noun)
A term of endearment used to address high-ranking foreign officials, as in, “And, umm, I was gonna say he’s a piece of work, but that might not translate too well. Is that all right, if I call you a piece of work?”
—George W. Bush, respectfully discussing Luxembourg prime minister and European Union president Jean-Claude Juncker, Washington, D.C., June 20, 2005
(English translation: prime minister, president, sir)

Pillared (noun)
1. A slender, freestanding, vertical support; a pillar. 2. To expose to ridicule and abuse the way someone speaks, the words they use, or mispronunciations they make, as in, “I don’t want to win? If that were the case why the heck am I on the bus sixteen hours a day, shaking thousands of hands, giving hundreds of speeches, getting pillared in the press and cartoons, and still staying on message to win?”
—George W. Bush, quoted in Newsweek, February 28, 2000
(English translation: pilloried)

Pledgeallegiance (noun)
A condensed version of a spoken oath of dedication to the United States and to its national flag, often recited in schools, as in, “See, America is changing, one heart, one soul, one conscience at a time. Because our fellow Americans have now understood—understand—that being a patriot is more than the Pledgeallegiance, pledging your allegiance to one nation under God.”
—George W. Bush, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, August 29, 2002
(English translation: Pledge of Allegiance)

Politics Parties (noun)
Organized gatherings of people in politics that have music, dancing, drinks, and finger food, as in, “People from all walks of life, all politics parties, some of who probably have never been to New York City before, have said, ‘How can I help somebody whose lives have been adversely affected by the evil ones?’”
—George W. Bush, remarks on the “Spirit of Louisiana” fire truck given as a gift from the people of Louisiana to the people of New York City, December 19, 2001
(English translation: political parties)

Pootie-Poot (Bushlang/noun)
A respectful and diplomatic way to address the leader of Russia, as in, “Get me Pootie-Poot on the phone!”
—George W. Bush, as reported in Time magazine, May 27, 2002
(English translation: President Vladimir Putin)

Power (noun)
A powerfully powered power word to describe power-poor power generators, as in, “The California crunch really is the result of not enoughpower-generating plants and then not enough power to power the power of generating plants.”
—George W. Bush, interview with the New York Times, January 14, 2001

Power Pants (noun)
An outer garment used to cover the pelvis and legs that derives its energy from the accelerated and controlled radioactive decay of a fission material, as in, “We’re at war with these people, and therefore, during a time of war, you’ve got to do everything you can to strengthen your defenses. And so we’ll continue to enhance protection at our borders and coastlines and airports and bridges and new-q-ler* power pants.”
—George Bush, Baltimore, Maryland, July 20, 2005
(English translation: power plants)
*See new-q-ler

Predecessors (noun)
Someone who held a particular position before someone else and, in this case, the remarkable ability to go back in time and secure certain presidential powers, as in, “I am mindful not only of preserving executive powers for myself, but for predecessors as well.”
—George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., January 29, 2001
(English translation: successors)

Preservation (noun)
A month dedicated to learning and understanding the principles of not giving up, maintaining the environment, or canning fruits and vegetables, as in, “This is Preservation Month. I appreciate preservation. It’s what you do when you run for president. You gotta preserve.”
—George W. Bush, speaking during “Perseverance Month” at Fairgrounds Elementary School in Nashua, New Hampshire, January 28, 2000
(English translation: Perseverance Month, perseverance, persevere)

Presidency (noun)
Traditionally used to denote the job or function of the president of a republic or a president’s term of office, as in, “My six years as governor of Texas have been invaluable to me as I carry out my duties as the presidency.”
—George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., February 27, 2005
(English translation: president)

Preventative Medicine (noun)
The medical practice of overprescribing medicines, surgeries, consultations, and other more-than-needed medical necessities to prevent lawsuits, as in, “It means that doctors are practicing what they call preventative medicine. In other words, if you think somebody’s going to sue you, if you’re in a litigious society, then you’ll take extra care by prescribing more and more either procedures, or whatever it may be.”
—George W. Bush, Miami, Florida, June 30, 2003
(English translation: preventive medicine—an area of medicine engaged with preventing disease rather than curing it)

Pride (adjective)
An attitude of self-importance concerning one’s personal character, life, efforts, or achievements; in this instance used as an adjective to modify the noun “me,” as in, “I really appreciate the hardworking staff—the docs, the nurses, the people who make this fantastic facility operate in a way that makes me pride.”
—George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., December 18, 2003
(English translation: proud)

Problem (noun)
A recently coined word for the president of the United States, as in, “I think the job of a problem is to confront problems, not to pass them on to future presidents and future generations.”
—George W. Bush, Cuba City, Wisconsin, October 26, 2004
(English translation: president)

Processed World (noun)
A world, studied by a certain portion of our population, that is prepared or converted using a special process (e.g., processed cheese), as in, “Oftentimes, we live in a processed world—you know, people focus on the process and not results.”
—George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., May 29, 2003
(English translation: process-oriented)

Punditry (Bushlang/noun)
A member of the press, as in, “Many of the punditry—of course, not you—but other punditry were quick to say, no one is going to follow the United States of America.”
—George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., January 21, 2003
(English translation: reporter)

Q

Question/Questioner(s)/Questioning (noun)
A query asked by a querier during a querying, as in, “I would have to ask the questioner. I haven’t had a chance to ask the questioners the question they’ve been questioning.”
—George W. Bush, Austin, Texas, January 8, 2001

R

Reinnerate (verb)
To say or do again or to repeatedly innerate, as in, “David, I know there’s a temptation to try to get me to lay out a timetable, and as you know, during the campaign and—I’ll reinnerate it—I don’t think it’s wise for me to set out a timetable.”
—George W. Bush, prime-time press conference, on the lack of a timetable for withdrawing troops from Iraq, Washington, D.C., April 28, 2005
(English translation: reiterate)

Republics (noun)
A gathering of nations whose political order is autonomous and not governed by a king, as in, “We can make this tax code pro-growth, pro-family, and fair. And I will bring Republics and Democrats together to do so.”
—George W. Bush, Onalaska, Wisconsin, October 26, 2004
(English translation: Republicans)

Republic Schools (noun)
A school in which the supreme power lies collectively with the children who can elect people to represent them, as in, “When I came into public office too many republic schools were passing children, grade to grade, year after year, without learning the basics.”
—George W. Bush, Mason City, Iowa, October 20, 2004
(English translation: public schools)

Residuals (adjective)
The residue left over after a laceration has healed, as in, “We can come together to heal whatever wounds may exist, whatever residuals there may be.”
—George W. Bush, with Congressional leaders on Capitol Hill, Washington, D.C., December 18, 2000
(English translation: residual effects)

Resignate (verb)
Lat. resignare, to unseal; to give up by formal notification—resignator, resignabilization. 2. A humming or vibrating which emanates from employed people, as in, “They said, ‘You know, this issue doesn’t seem to resignate with the people.’ And I said, you know something? Whether it resignates or not doesn’t matter to me, because I stand for doing what’s the right thing, and what the right thing is hearing the voices of people who work.”
—George W. Bush, Portland, Oregon, October 31, 2000
(English translation: resonate)

Retort (verb)
To report back promptly or present a counterargument, as in, “Other Republican candidates may retort to personal attacks and negative ads.”
—Fund-raising letter from George W. Bush, quoted in the Washington Post, March 24, 2000
(English translation: resort)

S

Secretary of State
A newly formed cabinet position in the United States government that is unique in that it is headed by two people, as in, “Secretary of State Powell and Secretary of State Rumsfeld, and a number of NATO defense and foreign ministers, are exploring a more formal role for NATO.”
—George W. Bush, prime-time press conference, Washington, D.C., April 13, 2004
(English translation: Secretary of State Powell and Secretary of Defense Rumsfeld)

Securitize (verb)
A process to make or become safeable, as in, “10-plus-10-over-10. $10 billion from the U.S., $10 billion from other members of the G7 over a 10-year period, to help Russia securitize the dismantling—the dismantled new-q-ler* warheads.”
—George W. Bush, accidentally creating a fiscal policy for dismantled nuclear warheads, press conference with German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder, Berlin, Germany, May 23, 2002
(English translation: secure)
*See new-q-ler

Shadowy Neighborhoods (noun)
An area in a town or city, usually occupied by Shadowy Terrorists (see below), that is only partially illuminated due to blockage of light by an opaque object, as in, “The best strategy, and only strategy, to defend the homeland is to chase the killers down, one at a time, and bring them to justice*. It’s if they’re in a cave, we head into a cave. If they’re in some shadowy neighborhood, we’ll finally put the spotlight on the shadowy neighborhood.”
—George W. Bush, Davenport, Iowa, September 16, 2002
*See Bushneology definition of justice

Shadowy Terrorists (noun)
A group of people who engage in violence or intimidation in areas blocked by the sun (see Shadowy Neighborhoods) or while simultaneously wearing too much eye makeup, as in, “Shadowy terrorists could hook up with a nation that has got weapons of mass destruction, the nations that I labeled axis of evil, people who in one case have gassed their own people with a weapons of mass destruction.”
—George W. Bush, Kansas City, Missouri, June 11, 2002
(English translation: shady terrorists)

Social Entrepreneur (noun)
One who sets up and finances new business ventures in a friendly and likable way, as in:
GEORGE W. BUSH: Now, Judy is the cofounder of Genesis [Housing]*—is that an accurate statement?
JUDY MEMBERG: Yes, it is.
GEORGE W. BUSH: She’s a social entrepreneur.
JUDY MEMBERG: I’ve never been called that, but okay.
GEORGE W. BUSH: It’s a plus.
—Ardmore, Pennsylvania, March 15, 2004
(English translation: socially conscious business owner)
*Genesis Housing is a nonprofit organization that counsels people who are ready to be home buyers, renovates properties, and does some new construction.

Soft Bigotry (Bushlang/noun)
A type of bigotry that is flexible, pliable, or smooth to the touch, as in, “I don’t need to tell that to the people in this room, but there is some in our country believe in the—what I call the soft bigotry of low expectations.They don’t believe in the bigotry, but because there’s low expectations, there is a soft bigotry.”
—George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., September 4, 2002
(Antonyms: hard equality, firm impartiality)

Spacial Entrepreneur or Spatial Entrepreneur (noun)
One who sets up and finances new business ventures in space, as in, “I want to thank the astronauts who are with us, the courageous spacial entrepreneurs who set such a wonderful example for the young of our country.”
—George W. Bush, NASA Headquarters, Washington, D.C., January 14, 2004
(English translation: astronauts)

Steadfast Progress (adjective)
A phenomenon in physics when an object is fixed in time and space while simultaneously moving forward, as in, “We are making steadfast progress.”
—George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., June 9, 2003
(English translation: steady progress)

Steat or Cheal (noun)
A Bushpoonerism: the accidental transposition of initial consonants in a pair of words, as in, “There was certainly a very strong sentiment that we’re on the right track when it comes to holding people to account who lie, steat, or cheal—lie, cheat, or steal—who defraud people by cooking the books. There was some strong sentiment from CEO and non-CEO alike.”
—George W. Bush, president’s economic forum, Crawford, Texas, August 16, 2002
(English translation: cheat or steal)

Subliminable (adjective)
1. The lowest form of liminable messaging, as in, “I wanna make it clear to people that, you know, the idea of putting subliminable messages into ads is, is ridiculous.”
—George W. Bush, Orlando, Florida, September 12, 2000
2. Purposely and secretly (sneakily) inserting alternate (vote Republican) statements into a sentence (take your clothes off) to affect the subconscious (I like toast), as in, “I don’t think we need to be subliminable about the differences between our views on prescription drugs.”
—George W. Bush, Orlando, Florida, September 12, 2000

Subscribe (verb)
To agree to pay for and receive something over a particular period of time, as in, “You subscribe politics to it. I subscribe freedom to it.”
—George W. Bush, on whether he and presidential candidate Al Gore were making the Elián González case a political issue, Palm Beach, Florida, April 6, 2000
(English translation: ascribe)

Subsidation (noun)
The lowest form of sidation, as in, “Governor Bush will not stand for the subsidation of failure.”
—George W. Bush, Florence, South Carolina, January 11, 2000
(English translation: subsidization)

Suckles (verb)
A Department of Education initiative, as part of the free-lunch program, that encourages kids to obtain milk at the breast or udder, as in, “How do you know if you don’t measure if you have a system that simply suckles kids through?”
—George W. Bush on educational accountability, Beaufort, South Carolina, February 16, 2000
(English translation: funnels)

Suiciders (Bushlang/noun)
1. One who participates in the illegal activity of suiciding. As in, “These people don’t have tanks. They don’t have ships. They hide in caves. They send suiciders out.”
—George Bush, Portsmouth, New Hampshire, November 1, 2002
2. One who purposely suicides to cause the homicidation of others, as in, “The will of the United States can be shaken by suiciders.… And suiciders who are willing to drive up to a Red Cross center, a center of international help and aid and comfort, and just kill… the strategy remains the same. The tactics to respond to more suiciders driving cars will alter on the ground.”
—George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., October 28, 2003
(English translation: suicide bomber)

T

Tenants (noun)
One whose doctrine or principle is to pay rent to occupy land, a building, or other property owned by another, as in, “I don’t have to accept their tenants. I was trying to convince those college students to accept my tenants.”
—George W. Bush, the Today show, February 23, 2000
(English translation: tenets)

Terriers (noun)
A small breed of dog that is armed and dangerous and considered an enemy to freedom, as in, “We cannot let terriers and rogue nations hold this nation hostile* or hold our allies hostile.”
—George W. Bush, Des Moines, Iowa, August 21, 2000
(English translation: terrorists)
*See Bushneology definition of hostile

Terriers and Bariffs (noun)
The unnatural pairing of two dangerous animals whose natural enemy is the free-trade system, as in, “If the terriers* and bariffs** are torn down, this economy will grow.”
—George W. Bush, January 14, 2000
(English translation: tariffs and barriers)
*Not related to the violent, peace-hating breed of dog
**Hitherto unknown species of animal

Tilute (verb)
A way to decrease the purity or strength of a substance by using a stringed instrument, as in, “Senator Kerry opposed Medicare reform and health savings accounts. After supporting my education reforms, he now wants to tilute them.”
—George W. Bush, Republican National Convention, New York, New York, September 2, 2004
(English translation: dilute)

Transformationed (noun)
The past tense of an event that has undergone change, as in, “The United States and Russia are in the midst of a transformationed relationship that will yield peace and progress.”
—George W. Bush, press conference with Vladimir Putin, Washington, D.C., November 13, 2001
(English translation: transforming)

Trifecta (noun)
A lighthearted and amusing gambling term used to describe the death, devastation, and destruction caused by the combined effects of war, national emergency, and an economic recession, as in, “You know, I was campaigning in Chicago and somebody asked me, is there ever any time where the budget might have to go into deficit? I said only if we were at war or had a national emergency or were in recession. Little did I realize we’d get the trifecta.”
—George W. Bush, Charlotte, North Carolina, February 27, 2002

Twenty-First Century (noun)
A term used to denote the span of time from January 1, 2001, to December 31, 2100, as in, “This is the war that other presidents will be facing as we head into the twenty-first century.”
—George W. Bush, prime-time press conference, Washington, D.C., April 13, 2004
As this quote was uttered on April 13, 2004, it is safe to say we’re done “heading into” the twenty-first century and have, in fact, arrived.

Two-Working Family (noun)
The embodiment of an entire family structure in one person, as in, “If you’re a two-working family like a lotta families are here in America, and, uhh—two people working in your family, and the, the spouse dies early—before sixty-two, for example—all of the money that the spouse has put into the system, uhh, is gum—held there, and then when the other spouse retires, he or she gets to choose the benefits from his or her own work, or the other spouse’s benefits, which is ever higher* but not both.”
—George W. Bush, prime-time press conference, Washington, D.C., April 28, 2005
(English translation: two people working in your family)
*See also which are ever greater

U

Unalienalienable (noun)
A legal resident of a country who used to be a legal resident of another country and who is no longer welcomed in either place, as in, “America stands for liberty, for the pursuita* happiness, and for the unalienalienable right of life.”
—George W. Bush, Washington, D.C., November 5, 2003
(English translation: inalienable)
*pursuit of

Underestimating (verb)
To make too low an estimate of the quality, degree, or worth of something; for example, when someone uses a verb as a noun, as in, “I think anybody who doesn’t think I’m smart enough to handle the job is underestimating.”
—George W. Bush, U.S. News & World Report, April 3, 2000
(English translation: underestimates my abilities)
*See also misunderestimating

Uninalienable (adjective)
A legal resident of a country who is no longer wanted there, as in, “We hold dear what our Declaration of Independence says, that all have got uninalienable* rights, endowed by a Creator.”
—George W. Bush, Moscow, Russia, May 24, 2002
(English translation: inalienable)
*See also unalienalienable

United Nations Constitution (noun)
The supreme law of the United Nations after its unprecedented merging with the United States of America, as in, “Any time we’ve got any kind of inkling that somebody is thinking about doing something to an American and something to our homeland, you’ve just got to know we’re moving on it, to protect the United Nations Constitution, and at the same time, we’re protecting you.”
—George W. Bush, Northern State University, Aberdeen, South Dakota, October 31, 2002
(English translation: United States Constitution)

United Nations Senate (noun)
One of the two houses of the United States Congress now headed by the United Nations following the merger, as in, “I need to be able to move the right people to the right place at the right time to protect you, and I’m not going to accept a lousy bill out of the United Nations Senate.”
—George W. Bush, South Bend, Indiana, October 31, 2002
(English translation: United States Senate)

V

Vulcanize (verb)
To divide into small, often hostile units where individuals behave in a manner similar to Mr. Spock from Star Trek, as in, “I am against hard quotas, quotas they basically delineate based upon whatever. However they delineate, quotas, I think vulcanize society. So I don’t know how that fits into what everybody else is saying, their relative positions, but that’s my position.”
—George W. Bush, quoted by Molly Ivins, San Francisco Chronicle, January 21, 2000
(English translation: balkanize)

W

War on Independence (noun)
The unknown precursor to the War on Terror, with the enemy being either independence itself or the residents of Independence, Missouri, as in, “From its birth in the 1630s, the Guard protected the early colonists and helped win the War on Independence.”
—George W. Bush, Las Vegas, Nevada, September 14, 2004
(English translation: American War of Independence, American Revolutionary War)

Weapons of Mass Production (noun)
1. Using a style of production popularized by Henry Ford (i.e., assembly line, interchangeable parts, and vertical integration) as a deadly weaponagainst an enemy. 2. Using “Firecracker,” the hit song from the ’70s R&B group Mass Production, as a weapon in the war on terror, as in, “The law I sign today directs new funds and new focus to the task of collecting vital intelligence on terrorist threats and on weapons of mass production.”
—George W. Bush, at the signing of the September 11th Commission Bill, Washington, D.C., November 27, 2002
(English translation: weapons of mass destruction)

Which Are Ever Greater
A confusing element in the Social Security System that calculates benefits after the death of a spouse, as in, “Here’s the way the system works. Two folks work, they both contribute to the Social Security system. If one dies early, the—thees, the spouse, the—remaining spouse gets to choose her benefits or his benefits, which are ever greater, but not both. Think about that system.”
—George W. Bush, New York, May 24, 2005
(English translation: whichever one is greater)

World of Nations (noun)
A recently discovered planet that won’t allow inhabitants to have nuclear weapons, as in, “We work very closely with the foreign ministers of France, Germany, and Great Britain, who have been the folks delivering the message to the mullahs that if you expect to be part of the world of nations, get rid of your new-q-ler* programs.”
—George W. Bush, first presidential debate, Coral Gables, Florida, September 30, 2004
(English translation unknown)
*See Bushneology definition of new-q-ler

Women of Cover (noun)
A female member of the National Association for the Advancement of Covered People, as in, “I see an opportunity at home when I hear the stories of Christian and Jewish women alike, helping women of cover, Arab-American women, go shop because they’re afraid to leave their home.”
—George W. Bush, Department of State, October 4, 2001
(English translation: an adult female believer or adherent of Islam)
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