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PRODUCT WARNING LABELS

Susan Hewitt and Edward Subitzky

As scientists and concerned citizens, we applaud the recent trend toward legislation that requires the prominent placing of warnings on products that present hazards to the public. Yet we must also offer the caution that such warnings, however well intentioned, merely scratch the surface of what is necessary in this important area. This is especially true in light of the findings of twentieth-century physics.

We are therefore proposing that, as responsible scientists, we join together in an intensive push for new laws that will mandate the conspicuous placement of suitably informative warnings on the packaging of every product offered for sale in the United States of America. Our list of suggested warnings follows.

WARNING:

This Product Warps Space and
Time in Its Vicinity.


COMPONENT EQUIVALENCY NOTICE:

The Subatomic Particles (Electrons, Protons, etc.) in This Product Are Exactly the Same in Every Measurable Respect as Those Used in the Products of Other Manufacturers, and No Claim to the Contrary May Legitimately Be Expressed or Implied.



IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PURCHASERS:

The Entire Physical Universe, Including This Product, May One Day Collapse Back into an Infinitesimally Small Space. Should Another Universe Subsequently Reemerge, the Existence of This Product in That Universe Cannot Be Guaranteed.










Newest rodeo category:

sending text messages from a bucking bronco.

 

Dark-Suckers: The Age of Enlightenment Ends

Kirk R. Smith, University of California, Berkeley

There is no such thing as light. What there is in the Universe is dark. It is obvious from simple observations that this is so.

What we call light is merely the absence of dark. Dark is continually created. As fast as it is whisked away, more fills up the space.

We can easily establish these facts long hidden by the tenaciousness with which light-headed scientists have clung to their illuminating but less than brilliant theories.

What we have called sources of light are in reality dark-sinks. They are places into which dark is sucked. See Figure 1. More dark is created and is sucked into the “light.” It flows at the speed of dark, of course, which is relatively fast.

It is often observed that “light bulbs,” after failure, contain a quantity of dark inside. The dark has clogged them up. Normally, of course, the dark is sucked down the wires and into power stations, where it is put back into the world in the form of air and water dark (smoke and pollution).
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FIGURE 1:
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FIGURE 2:
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FIGURE 3:

A fire in the fireplace uses chemical energy to pull the dark out of the room, leaving a bucketful in the fireplace afterwards.

Shadows are created simply by objects being in the way. The dark can’t get by on its way to the dark-sink.

I suspect that a physicist, being conservative by nature as well as by law, will not accept this radical new theory without flaring up.

Colors? Different-shaped darktons. See Figure 2 for the most probable shapes. We are able to see different colors because of these shapes. For example, when the newly created darkton is yellow in shape, it fits into the enzymes in our eyes, as in Figure 3. As we have seen in molecular biology texts, enzymes come in the appropriate designs to detect all possible color-shapes.

This is by no means a revelation to be treated lightly. Our view of the world will be markedly changed.“As the sunrise empties the valleys of dark”will become precise scientific description instead of poetic vision. Basic philosophy will have to be transformed.“Let there be dark-suck”? But first there had to be the dark. Perhaps we should alter the old adage, and, applying ourselves directly to the source, we should indeed curse the darkness.

 

Axioms

John F. Moffitt, PhD, Las Cruces, New Mexico


	The supply of truth always greatly exceeds its demand.


	The greatest obstacle to making intelligent decisions is human nature.


	The distinction between genius and stupidity is that the former has its limits.


	Ambition is a poor excuse for not having enough sense to be lazy.


	Whereas hard work is said to pay off in the future, laziness pays off now.


	If at first you don’t succeed, then speedily destroy all evidence that you ever tried.


	The sooner you fall behind, the more time you’ll have to catch up.


	If it’s not one thing, it’s two—or many more.


	Ignorance, particularly of how sausages and laws are made, has its advantages.


	Less is less. (Always.)




 


Real Questions from
Earth Science Students

Brenna Lorenz, Penn State University


	Are the rivers flowing up the mountain or down the mountain?


	Is that the ocean? (asked while on a field trip to Marine Lab Beach on Guam, a small island in the Pacific)


	How can the river be flowing north? That’s uphill!


	How can mass wasting be an agent of landscape formation on the Moon? The Moon has no gravity!


	How do I get water into this beaker?






 










Coffee = Co(Fe)2

 

Fedspeak

William A. Voelkle

The primary purpose of Fedspeak is to inform the cognizant individual, and at the same time inject notes of chaos and utter incoherence into the ears of noncognizant personnel. Acronyms, the most versatile and powerful of all the Fedspeak tools, must be chosen and applied with great care. Interpretation by noninformed individuals would wreck security and demoralize the most efficient engineer, systems planner, or technical writer.

In no circumstances should an acronym be too similar to the actual message to be derived there from. For example, BOSS means Bio-Astronautic Orbiting Space Station; clearly this is a good acronym, as it is evident that anyone actually on a BOSS is not a boss. The classic bad example involves the Back-Up Guidance System (BUGS), which is easily susceptible to interpretation by anyone, realizing that indeed the system has its fair share of bugs.

Whenever possible, use at least two acronyms in conjunction to ensure maximum effectiveness and security. For example, the sentence“Repair the Photo-Optical Recording Tracker of the Programmed Integrated Maintenance unit”should read“Repair the PORT PRISM.”One can easily envision the improved clarity of this phrase over the standard.

RULES AND AXIOMS OF FEDSPEAK


	Acronymic efficiency increases as the cube of the number of letters in the acronym. Corollary: Whenever acronyms or abbreviations exceed four letters, suitable condensations thereof should be employed, using the same ground rules as in the formation of regular acronyms.


	At least two nonsimilar working definitions of each acronym should be employed frequently, distinguishable by arbitrary, prearranged physical signals that only the cognizant individuals, naturally, are aware of. This technique is especially useful in giving presentations.


	Whenever possible, use subordinate words or articles in the formation of acronyms.
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THE BEARD-SECOND, A NEW UNIT OF LENGTH

Kemp Bennett Kolb

 

JUST AS ASTRONOMERS HAVE a cosmic unit of length related to the time something special travels at its own speed, physics has long awaited (1) a corresponding unit in the microcosmos. The proposed unit is the beard-second: the distance that a standard beard grows in one second. Conveniently, there are nearly 1024 beard seconds in one light year, placing the new unit in the virus particle range.

To complete the definition, a standard beard is defined as growing on a standard face at a rate of 1 beard-second (exactly 100 angstroms) per second.





 

1. Joe Slopnick,“I Am Waiting for a New Unit in the Microcosmos,”J. Things That Ought to Be Dn., 1492, 2, 69-94.









Do 1,000 chameleons make a chabeleon?

 

STUDENTS SAY THE DARNEDEST THINGS:

Risky Pleasures

Jim Eberhart,
University of Colorado at Colorado Springs

[image: ]

Many years ago I taught a course on personal and technological risk. It was at the beginning of the so-called safe sex campaign and also early in the worldwide HIV epidemic. One part of the course involved classroom work on a computer model to help in visualizing the risk of HIV transmission from protected and unprotected sex. We had good data on the risk of infection per encounter and also on the average frequency of sexual encounters. Medical studies placed the latter figure at twice per week. We decided to convert both our risk rate and encounter frequency to time units of days. That unit conversion gave us an average frequency of 2/7 of an encounter per day. As we all entered this fraction in one line of our BASIC code, one of my students exclaimed just loud enough to be heard,“Oh no, that would be too frustrating!”

 

PRODUCT WARNING LABELS

Susan Hewitt and Edward Subitzky



PUBLIC NOTICE AS REQUIRED BY LAW:
Any Use of This Product, in Any Manner Whatsoever,
Will Increase the Amount of Disorder in the
Universe. Although No Liability Is Implied Herein,
the Consumer Is Warned That This Process Will
Ultimately Lead to the Heat Death of the Universe.

NOTE:
The Most Fundamental Particles in This Product
Are Held Together by a “Gluing” Force About Which
Little Is Currently Known and Whose Adhesive Power
Therefore Cannot Be Permanently Guaranteed.

ATTENTION:
Despite Any Other Listing of Product Contents Found
Hereon, the Consumer Is Advised That, in Actuality,
This Product Consists of 99.9999999999% Empty Space.
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Methyl Tryptophan

 

Void Unless Good

Ralph A. Lewin

When we first moved and began to settle down, we needed curtains, among other things. We found a suitable set of draperies in a large department store, J. C. Penney’s, but the saleswoman was reluctant to accept a personal check unless we could establish our bona fides.

I offered her my driver’s license—sorry, not acceptable. My U.S. immigration card—not acceptable. My Social Security card—not acceptable. In desperation, I handed her my wallet, bulging with little else but cards, and asked her to see whether she could find one that would assuage her doubts as to our respectability.

She thumbed past memberships in the American Association of University Professors, the United Nations Association, the International Esperanto Association, and the San Diego Zoological Society, and finally stopped at ID card number 576, whereon my membership in the Society for Basic Irreproducible Research had been certified by no less a personage than X. Perry Mental himself. “This will do,” said the discriminating lady with a satisfied smile. She accepted my check, copied details of my SBIR membership on its back, and slipped it under the cash drawer.

She packaged the curtains and bade us a sunny“good afternoon!”With what may have sounded like a choked sob of gratitude, I thanked the good lady, and we took the curtains home.

(We’re pleased with the curtains, and there was nothing wrong with the check. This is an absolutely true story.)

 

Wacky Warning Labels

Robert B. Dorigo Jones,
Michigan Lawsuit Abuse Watch, www.mlaw.org


	A label on a baby stroller warns,“Remove child before folding.”


	A brass fishing lure with a three-pronged hook on the end warns, “Harmful if swallowed.”


	A household iron warns users,“Never iron clothes while they are being worn.”


	A label on a hair dryer reads,“Never use hair dryer while sleeping.”


	A warning on an electric drill made for carpenters cautions,“This product not intended for use as a dental drill.”


	The label on a bottle of drain cleaner warns, “If you do not understand, or cannot read, all directions, cautions, and warnings, do not use this product.”


	A smoke detector warns,“Do not use the Silence Feature in emergency situations. It will not extinguish a fire.”
















If .com became .calm
these would be choice domains:




	yoga.calm
	cooland.calm



	laidback.calm
	relax.calm






 

CANDIDATE FOR A PULLET SURPRISE

Jerrold H. Zar, Northern Illinois University


I have a spelling checker,
It came with my PC.
It plane lee marks four my revue
Miss steaks aye can knot sea.




Eye ran this poem threw it,
Your sure reel glad two no.
Its vary polished in it’s weigh.
My checker tolled me sew.




A checker is a bless sing,
It freeze yew lodes of thyme.
It helps me right awl stiles two reed,
And aides me when eye rime.




Each frays come posed up on my screen
Eye trussed too bee a joule.
The checker pours o’er every word
To cheque sum spelling rule.




Bee fore a veiling checker’s
Hour spelling mite decline,
And if we’re lacks oar have a laps,
We wood bee maid too wine.




Butt now bee cause my spelling
Is checked with such grate flare,
Their are know fault’s with in my cite,
Of nun eye am a wear.




Now spelling does knot phase me,
It does knot bring a tier.
My pay purrs awl due glad den
With wrapped word’s fare as hear.




To rite with care is quite a feet
Of witch won should bee proud,
And wee mussed dew the best wee can,
Sew flaw’s are knot aloud.




Sow ewe can sea why aye dew prays
Such soft wear four pea seas,
And why eye brake in two averse
Buy righting want too pleas.







 

—Title suggested by Pamela Brown. Based on opening lines suggested by Mark Eckman. By the author’s count, 127 of the 224 words of the poem are incorrect (although all words are correctly spelled).
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Paradox

 

THE STORY OF CREATION FOR THE MTV GENERATION
(Duration of needed attention span: 30 seconds)

Joel Kirschbaum, Institute for Motivated Behavior

 

IN THE BEGINNING, the creator first made a television set and, with a click of the on/off switch, separated the light from the dark.

On the TV set the creator showed pictures of suns, planets, and galaxies, but they drew a zero rating because there was no audience. So the creator started life from the dust and water of the planet Earth. Knowing that simple is better than complex, and thus good, the creator watched from above the evolution of the plants and animals and the creatures of the seas. On seeing the ponderous dinosaurs eventually produce tiny birds, and even the duck-billed platypus, the creator laughed pleasantly and thought,“Sometimes I surprise even myself.”

The creator had an audience of but one person: Adam. After seeing that the solitary man had no one to talk to during the programming except the screen, he contrived him a companion, Eve. The first couple briefly examined the world and then concentrated on who should have the remote control, because the creator, while making all creatures two by two, had made only one TV set and controller.

 

THE STORY OF CREATION

 

One day, the serpent rolled an apple over the TV schedule, causing the R and X-rated programming to appear. Thus did Adam and Eve learn about sin.

 

MATHEMATICAL TERMS FOR SOCIAL DESCRIPTION

Henry Winthrop, University of South Florida


	Almost periodic functions: Useless meetings called almost regularly to bring organized confusion out of disorganized chaos.


	Closed sets: The locus of all mossbacks socially equidistant from a given mossback.


	Coefficient of determination: A faculty wife who makes all the major decisions about the ambitions of her professorial husband.


	Combinatorial analysis: The technique of deciding which faculty members would get along if appointed to the same committee.


	Complex domain: Any area of administrative decision that is difficult to understand because there are so many imaginary factors involved.





Occupational Safety and
Health Administration:
 A New Standard

Here’s a pip, reported by the Consulting Engineers Council: OSHA has outdone itself in governmentalese.

They define the word exit as follows:“Exit is the portion of a means of egress which is separated from all other spaces of the building or structure by construction or equipment as required in this subpart to provide a protected way to travel to the exit discharge.” They then had to define exit discharge as follows: “Exit discharge is that portion of a means of egress between the termination of an exit and a public way.” Webster does it so much more easily; to him an exit is “a way out of an enclosed place or space.”












Correction:

the Chinese vase described as a blue Ming deil was actually from Bloomingdale.

 

Pickles and Humbug:

A BIT OF COMPARATIVE LOGIC

Pickles will kill you! Every pickle you eat brings you nearer to death. Amazingly, the “thinking man” has failed to grasp the terrifying significance of the phrase “in a pickle.” Although leading horticulturists have long known that Cucumis sativus possesses indehiscent pepos, the pickle industry continues to expand.

Pickles are associated with all major diseases of the body. Eating them breeds wars and Communism. They can be related to most airline tragedies. Auto accidents are caused by pickles. There is a positive relationship between crime waves and consumption of this fruit of the cucurbit family. For example,


	Nearly all sick people have eaten pickles. The effects are obviously cumulative.


	99.9% of all people who die from cancer have eaten pickles.


	100% of all soldiers have eaten pickles.


	96.8% of all Red sympathizers have eaten pickles.


	99.7% of the people involved in air and auto accidents ate pickles within fourteen days before the accident.


	93.1% of juvenile delinquents come from homes where pickles are served frequently.




Evidence points to the long-term effects of pickle eating:


	Of the people born in 1839 who later dined on pickles, there has been a 100% mortality.


	All pickle eaters born between 1919 and 1929 have wrinkled skin, have lost most of their teeth, have brittle bones, and have failing eyesight—if the ills of eating pickles have not already caused their death.


	Even more convincing is the report of a noted team of medical specialists: Rats force-fed 20 pounds of pickles per day for thirty days developed bulging abdomens. Their appetites for wholesome food were destroyed.


	The only way to avoid the deleterious effects of pickle eating is to change eating habits. Eat orchid petal soup. Practically no one has problems from eating orchid petal soup.




 

Too Much Sodium

Brian Malow, www.butseriously.com

My sister recently told me that she won’t eat Chinese food any more because it has too much sodium. But isn’t that ridiculous? To single out one element from the periodic table? You’d have to have a pretty sensitive palate:

“Oh, I don’t eat Mexican food, too much magnesium.”

Or “Waiter, I’m sorry, I asked for the beryllium on the side.”

Or “Nothing ruins a ham and cheese sandwich like a tad too much molybdenum.”

How many times have you said that? Personally, I love Chinese food. I don’t care if there’s plutonium in it; it might be a little hot, but I’m eating it.
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—John Chase, www.chasetoons.com,
www.cafepress.com/chasetoons

 

Technological Anglo-Saxon Polysyllabic Ornamentation

Gerald Basset

It might be anticipated that at professorial alignment there would be disapprobation of the employment of circumlocutory terminology. There is “Why the **** doesn’t the *** *** say what he means?”In the relationship of the majority of the scientific and technological intelligentsia, conversation may have a tendency to be colloquial:“Tell the *** *** not to be such a *** ***.”

It is interesting to observe, however, that the intellectual development of intelligent individuals, elevated by their educational attainments, encourages polysyllabic ornamentation of their scriptural assertions. The characteristic action of expressible divulgations in the systematization of communication, utilizing the typographical reproduction of linguistic interpretation, frequently encourages the transliteration of unintelligible representation, and the perspicacity of technologists may beoverwhelmed by psychologically inundating superfluities, thus producing a conglomeration of sociological denominations intercommunicating at ideological, interlingual, intercontinental magnitudes.

 

Axioms

John F. Moffitt, PhD, Las Cruces, New Mexico


	Friends may come and go, but enemies will always accumulate.


	I intend to live forever. So far, so good.


	The colder the X-ray table, the more of your body is required to be on it.


	To stay healthy, you must: a) Eat and drink what you abhor. b) Do what you’d rather not.


	If it tastes good, it’s trying to kill you.


	The hardness of the butter is proportional to the softness of the bread.


	The early bird may get the worm, but the second mouse gets the cheese.


	Eagles may soar, but weasels don’t get sucked into jet engines.


	Economists’presumptions are as valid as yours: bad.


	99% of lawyers give the rest a bad name.




 

Project Management Vocabulary

B. Sparks, Consulting Engineer

A Project: An assignment that can’t be completed by either walking across the hall or making one telephone call.

To Activate a Project: To make additional copies and add to the distribution list.

To Implement a Project: To acquire all the physical space available and assign responsibilities to anyone in sight.

Consultant (or Expert): Anyone more than 50 miles from home.

Coordinator: The person who really doesn’t know what’s going on.

Channels: The people you wouldn’t see or write to if your life depended on it.

Expedite: To contribute to the present chaos.

Conference (or Meeting): The activity that brings all work and progress to a standstill.

Negotiating: Shouting demands, interspersed with gnashing teeth.

Re-Orientation: Starting to work again.

Making a Survey: Most of the personnel are on a boondoggle.

Under Consideration: Never heard of it.

Under Active Consideration: The memo is lost and is being looked for.

Will Be Looked Into: Maybe the whole thing will be forgotten by the next meeting.

Reliable Source: The guy you just met.

Informed Source: The guy who introduced you.

Unimpeachable Source: The guy who started the rumor.

Read and Initial: To spread the responsibility in case everything goes wrong.

The Other Viewpoint: Let them get it off their chest so they’ll shut up.

Clarification: Muddy the water so they can’t see bottom.

See Me Later on This: I am as confused as you are.

Will Advise You in Due Course: When we figure it out, we’ll tell you.

In Process: Trying to get through the paper mill.

Modification: A complete redesign.

Orientation: Confusing a new member of the project.

Reorganization: Assigning someone new to save the project.
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Desoxyribose

 












I bought the most powerful universal remote control. I hit “Rewind,”and the Universe started to contract.

—Comedian Norm Goldblatt, www.normgoldblatt.com



 

JAMES BOND IN SOUTH INDIA

Pradeep Akkunoor, Pune, India

We South Indians usually have long names. In fact, until some years ago, the names used to give a complete history of the person. The name would include the person’s father’s name, his caste name, his village name, his grandfather’s name, the family name, and, of course, his own given name. This illustration is often told:


Imagine the character James Bond, with his peculiar style of introducing himself by first saying “Bond,”followed by a great smile and finally “James Bond.”His style is absolutely killing, but he doesn’t know the consequences when he meets our guy from South India.

JAMES BOND:“My name’s Bond. [smiles and then says] James Bond. And you?”

THE SOUTH INDIAN GUY SHAKES HIS HAND AND REPLIES:

“I am Sai.

Venkata Sai.

Siva Venkata Sai.

Laxminarayana Siva Venkata Sai.

Srinivasulu Laxminarayana Siva Venkata Sai.

Rajasekhara Srinivasulu Laxminarayana Siva Venkata Sai.

Sitaramanjaneyulu Rajasekhara Srinivasulu

Laxminarayana Siva Venkata Sai.

Bommiraju Sitaramanjaneyulu Rajasekhara Srinivasulu

Laxminarayana Siva Venkata Sai.”



 

Sabotaged Bubblewrap!

Lou Lippman, Western Washington University

Preliminary intelligence indicates that a plastics plant in a remote country, where supervision is lax, has exported more than 100,000 bolts of plastic packing materials to the United States since June 2004. This packing material consists of air-filled plastic impact cushioning pockets often called bubblewrap or bubble packing by the general public.

Taking advantage of the lack of controls, suspected terrorists have contaminated the bubbles with either some type of biological agent (perhaps spores) or a gas that induces swelling and itching, red eye, and acute respiratory agitation. This form of red eye cannot be cured by even the most advanced cameras.

The terrorists involved in the manufacture of this product are well aware that Americans have an uncontrollable urge to manipulate the wrapping after use, popping the little bubbles. Therefore, this is an excellent delivery mechanism for causing widespread and random exposure of the American public to harmful substances. Citizens should take care to keep the bubblewrap intact when removing items from shipping cartons, and to keep it away from children, who have an especially difficult time resisting the urge to jump on it and pop the bubbles.

Pentagon spokesofficer Dr. Amy Silvester stated,“These terrorists will stop at nothing to harm the American public. The intelligence necessary to know that these materials would be sent to America suggests an organized, well-funded consortium of terrorists. This strange pursuit of harming the American public has not been seen since the height of the Cold War.”Victims exposed to the harmful substances should immediately seek medical attention.

 

Axioms

John F. Moffitt, PhD, Las Cruces, New Mexico


	One can always succeed at giving up.


	Optimists include anyone innocent of experience.


	Experience is something you don’t get until just after you need it.


	Optimists proclaim that we live in the best of all possible worlds; pessimists know this to be a fact.


	True pessimism doubts even the sincerity of its own pessimism.


	It is always darkest just before it goes pitch black.


	Money may come and go. Debts, however, will always accumulate.


	Borrow money only from pessimists; they don’t expect it back.


	Why do psychics have to ask you for your name?


	All those who believe in psychokinesis, please raise my hand.





Nutrition Facts

Karl Petruso, University of Texas at Arlington
Serving size 60 KB (approximately 2 minutes)
Servings per site 30



	Calories 0
	Calories from Fat 0



	 
	% Daily Value*



	Total Irony 500g
	1,000%



	   Saturated irony 100g
	200%



	   Polyunsaturated irony 250g
	500%



	   Monounsaturated irony 150g
	300%



	Cholesterol 0mg
	0%



	Sodium 0g
	0%



	Total Bad Humors
	1,200%



	   Choler 35mg
	350%



	   Vitriol 5mg
	50%



	   Phlegm 13mg
	200%



	   Melancholy 10mg
	100%



	Other Humors and Vapors
	800%



	   Spleen 12g
	250%



	   Ennui 100mg
	300%



	      Bile 20mg
	100%



	      Smarm 0mg
	0%



	      Irascibility 18g
	250%



	      Protein 0g
	0%



	      Puckishness 25g
	400%



	      Calcium 0g
	0%



	      Crankiness 60g
	300%



	      Vitamin A 0g
	0%



	      Pomposity 300mg
	150%





* Percent Daily Values are based on a 2,000 calorie diet. Your daily needs may be higher if you have a gratuitously sunny Weltanschauung.








End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   
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