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    Intro: No Prey, No Pay 



Are you looking for adventure? Excitement? 
Would you like to feel the wind in your hair as you scan the horizon with your spyglass,
        looking for heavily laden Spanish galleons filled with treasure? 
Would you like to learn how to fight with a sword or be part of a cannon crew, firing the
        ship’s massive cast-iron guns? Or find out what those symbols on the pirate flag really mean
        and how to design and make your own? These are just a few of the things we’ve got in store
        for you. So, do you want to sign the articles and set sail with us? 
Then come aboard! We’re Jamaica Rose and Cap’n Michael—and we’ll share our world of
        pirates with you. We’ll reveal all the secrets and teach you everything you need to know to
        be a proper swashbuckler, buccaneer, and rogue. 
Drag that rum keg over there and sit yourself down as we tell you about the pirates of
        old. Pirates have been sailin’ the seas for more than 3,000 years now. Even the Egyptians
        had trouble with us. 
The most famous of the rogues of the sea are the ones who sailed along the Spanish Main
        from the 1500s to the early 1700s. They hungered for the treasures of the New World and
        hunted the Spanish ships—the famed treasure galleons. They were the buccaneers and the
        pirates of the “Golden Age of Piracy.” 
The Spanish Main: 
This was the coastline (areas along the coast) of the Spanish Empire that surrounded
        the Caribbean Sea and was the departure point for the Spanish treasure fleets. 

Pirates are still sailin’ the seas, only now they have cell phones and AK-47s instead of
        cutlasses and flintlocks. 
Read about the wickedest pirates of all time. But learn that not all pirates were thought
        of as horrid criminals (at least by their own countries). Sometimes they were richly
        rewarded—and some were even knighted for their efforts. 
This book contains everything a young buccaneer needs to advance from Landlubber to an
        accomplished Sea Rover. We promise you the start of the adventure of a lifetime. 
We’ll give you advice on how to: 
	Make the proper costume choices to be “piratically” fashionable. 

	Find just the right pirate name. 

	Make and wield your own cutlass. 

	Get that proper fearsome look of a buccaneer, complete with a wicked scar or two.
            



To start off, you might be wondering who were the pirates? 
Way long ago when people started traveling by water in the first boats (probably
        hollowed-out logs), there were other people who attacked them and stole their stuff. Those
        thieves were pirates. Pirates have been known by lots of names in different eras and
        different locations. You can learn about some of them in the next chapter. There have been
        river pirates, harbor pirates, and lake pirates, as well as pirates on the high seas. First
        and foremost, pirates are sailors. They are just a lot more CREATIVE about how they get
        their income. 
It was not always clear exactly who was or was not a pirate. People often called their
        enemies pirates just to give them a bad name, even if they weren’t really pirates. To this
        day, the British still call John Paul Jones a pirate, but he was one of the greatest
        American naval heroes. True pirates will rob anyone and don’t care what country their
        victims come from. They don’t get any pay unless they capture someone else’s cargo or
        treasure, hence the saying “no prey, no pay.” 
What Is Piracy? 
Law books will tell you the definition of piracy is “taking a ship on the High Seas.” The
        High Seas are the parts of the ocean that are at least three miles away from a coastline.
        That part of the ocean doesn’t belong to any country. The waters less than three miles away
        belong to that coastline’s country. But if somebody... 
	captures or attacks someone else’s boat, ship, or other vessel floating on any
                kind of water (whether high seas, low seas, shoreline, river, or lake); 

	fires upon the shoreline from a vessel to the shore; 

	or uses ships to bring marauders to a shore to raid and plunder, 



...then most people would probably call that piracy. 
In fact, people like using the words “piracy” and “pirates” so much that today there is
        also “software piracy,” “pirated music,” “pirate radio,” “corporate pirates,” and much more.
        None of these have much of anything to do with water, ships, or real pirates. 
So let’s get back to what’s really important—turning you into a proper pirate. Continue on
        to the next chapter and we’ll look at what you think you already know about pirates. 
[image: The Spanish Main:]
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[image: The Spanish Main:]Jamaica Rose and Cap’n Michael MacLeod. Portrait by Don Maitz. 



Pirate Facts and Fiction



Pirates! The very word conjures up all sorts of visions of
        swashbuckling adventures, epic sea battles, and chests full of treasure. I bet you think you
        know a lot about pirates. You’ve got some ideas about what they wore, how they lived, what
        sort of ships they sailed, and who was in command. Classic tales in books and movies have
        helped shape our thoughts about the average pirate. But how much of what you know is TRUE? 
Cap’n Michael says:
Let’s take a little quiz, me bucco, and see what ya really know! 
Here’s a Pirate’s Dozen (thirteen, that is) of things people believe about pirates.
            Read the statements that follow and decide if you think they are true or false. Once yer
            done with that, finish reading this chapter ta see how many ya got right.
One: Pirates sank a lot of ships. 
Two: Pirates made prisoners walk the plank. 
Three: Missing body parts were a unique pirate thing. 
Four: Most pirates wore great big boots. 
Five: Tattoos were common among pirates. 
Six: Pirates were always drunk. 
Seven: All pirates say “Aarrrrrh” and “Yo ho ho.” 
Eight: Pirate captains could do anything they wanted.
            They kept the lion’s share of the treasure, and ruled their ships any way they wanted. 
Nine: A lot of pirates wore gold hoop earrings. 
Ten: Pirates always flew a black Jolly Roger flag,
            and it was a threat of DEATH. 
Eleven: Pirates were mostly white guys from England. 
Twelve: Pirates had parrots, monkeys, and other
            animals as pets. 
Thirteen: Pirate ships were huge, powerful ships with
            cannons everywhere. 

Pirates sank a lot of ships—FALSE! 
Aye, you’ve seen it many a time. A pirate vessel suddenly appears out of the mist, with
        cannons blazing, blowing holes in everything in sight. Sorry, mate, but it just ain’t so.
        Pirates didn’t want to blow holes in other ships, and they certainly DID NOT want to sink
        them—they wanted to PLUNDER them. It’s hard to plunder a ship that has sunk to the bottom of
        the sea. 
Instead of blowing big holes in the sides of a ship, a pirate would try to disable it by
        destroying the rigging (the sails and spars, and the lines holding them). When the rigging
        is mangled and broken, the ship cannot be controlled. Then it is much easier for the pirate
        to overtake and board her. 
Pirates used special types of cannonballs that messed up the rigging. One type of
        cannonball, called a chain shot or bar shot, had two halves that separated and spread apart.
        Between the two halves was a chain or bar inside a bar that slid out. This type of
        cannonball spun around and around, doing a LOT of damage to the rigging. It made a noise
        like a high-pitched scream as it traveled through the air. Not only did the noise terrify
        people, it also acted like a gigantic saw. ANYTHING that got in its way would be torn to
        pieces. Seeing one of these in action might make a merchant ship’s crew think seriously
        about surrender. 
[image: Cap’n Michael says:]
Plunder:
The way pirates get all those wonderful treasures while avoiding the fuss and bother
            of paying for them first.

Pirates made prisoners walk the plank—MOSTLY FALSE! 
All the best pirate stories have someone walking a plank. Captain Hook made Wendy walk the
        plank. Captain Barbossa forced Captain Jack Sparrow and Elizabeth Swann off the
            Black Pearl via a plank. 
Actually, forcing prisoners to walk a plank seems to have come along late in the pirate
        game. No one knows for sure where this idea came from. The first plank walking known took
        place in 1769. A mutineer named George Wood confessed that his crew had made prisoners walk
        the plank. These were not pirates, though many mutineers did become pirates. 
It was not until 1822 that pirates made prisoners walk the plank. William Smith, captain
        of the Blessing, was forced to walk the plank by the pirate crew of the
            Emanuel. Some stories claim Stede Bonnet, the pirate who sailed
        with Blackbeard, made prisoners walk the plank, but there are no records of this. Most
        victims were just killed and thrown over the side. 
[image: Plunder:]Walking the Plank by Howard Pyle


Mutineers: 
Sailors who figured they knew how to run their ship better than the captain. They
            usually took the captain prisoner, or killed him, and took control of the ship.

Missing body parts were a unique pirate thing—FALSE! 
Look at just about any cartoon of a pirate, and he either has a hook instead of a hand, or
        a peg leg instead of a foot, or a patch covering up a missing eye—or maybe all three. 
True, being a pirate was a hazardous life, and pirates got injured—a LOT. The pirate
        articles (rules pirates agreed to) had orders giving extra shares of the treasure to pirates
        who lost limbs or eyes. They got even more if they lost their right arm instead of their
        left (because most pirates were right-handed). Whether the injured pirate could still be a
        useful part of the crew was another question. 
But were pirates the only ones who lost body parts? Were eye patches, hooks, and peg legs
        uniquely piratical accessories? 
[image: Mutineers:]An old sailor with TWO peg legs and an eye patch


Articles: 
Rules the pirate crew voted on and agreed to live by.

Eye Patch 
If you see someone with an eye patch, you immediately think “pirate.” It is easy to
        imagine a pirate losing an eye in a sea battle or a sword fight. The earliest reliable
        record of a one-eyed pirate with an eye patch we can find is that of Rahmah ibn Jabir
        al-Jalahimah (an Arab pirate), who died in 1826. There might have been others, but no one
        wrote about them, so we just don’t know. 
Some people think pirates might have worn eye patches to help their vision adjust quickly
        from the bright sunlight on deck to the dark underbelly of the ship. The TV show
            MythBusters tested this out, and it does seem to be a pretty good
        idea. Out in the bright sunlight, the eye patch is worn over one eye to keep it used to the
        dark. When a pirate (or sailor) had to run belowdecks, he could switch the patch to the
        other eye, and he could instantly see in the dim light. He didn’t have to wait for his eyes
        to adjust. But if this did happen, no one wrote about it. 
Cap’n Michael says:
If ya was all scarred up where yer eye used ta be, or if yer bad eye was sorta weird
            lookin’, ya might want to cover that up with a fancy-lookin’ patch when ya went into
            port. Don’t want to scare off the ladies, ya know.

There were (and still are) lots of non-piratical people with only one eye. 
The British admiral Horatio Nelson was blind in one eye. However, he did NOT wear an eye
        patch (even though some paintings and statues show him with one). 
The famous Spanish admiral Don Blas de Lezo also lost an eye, and he did not wear an eye
        patch either. 
Around 1545, the young Spanish princess Ana de Mendoza y la Cerda was horsing around with
        one of the royal guards when the tip of his rapier accidentally poked out her eye. She did
        not let this stop her. In fact, she turned it to her advantage. Despite missing an eye, as
        Princess Ana grew up in the royal court, she became known as a great beauty. The eye patch
        just added to her mystique. Every dress she owned had a matching bejeweled eye patch. 
So, when your mom says, “Be careful, you’ll poke your eye out,” you might want to listen
        to her. It could happen. 
Rapier: 
A long thin, straight sword, usually used by gentlemen and officers.

Hook 
Many sailors and pirates were injured in sea battles and sailing accidents. Cannonballs
        whizzing across from the enemy ship did a lot of damage. Flying ropes and pullies from
        broken rigging whipping around could easily shatter someone’s bones. Surgeons were still
        learning a lot about dealing with injuries and infections. Back then, usually the best they
        could do was to hack off the injured limb. Despite all those amputations, no real pirates
        are known to have worn hooks. Although it would help explain a lot of the missing
        eyes...
Pirate captain William Condon had a shooting battle with a mutineer. Condon killed the
        mutineer, but not before the mutineer shot Condon in the arm and shattered the bones. The
        arm had to be amputated. The Barbary pirate Aruj Barbarossa lost an arm in battle with a
        Spanish enemy. Both Admiral Horatio Nelson and Admiral Don Blas de Lezo, whom we met above,
        were each missing an arm. There is no record of any of these men having hooks. 
The idea of a pirate with a hook seems to have started with Captain Hook in
            Peter Pan, though there were plenty of sailors who had hooks. 
Peg Leg 
Unlike eye patches and hooks, we do know about some pirates with wooden legs. There were
        two well-known pirate captains with peg legs. 
The first was the Frenchman Francois LeClerc, whose nicknames were Pata de Palo (“wooden
        leg” in Spanish) and Jambe de Bois (French for “wooden leg”). He was not exactly a pirate.
        He was a French privateer (sort of a legal pirate...as we explain here). Despite having a
        peg leg (and a severely damaged hand, but no hook), he was quite an active pirate. He liked
        to hunt for Spanish treasure galleons and burn villages along the Spanish Main. He died in
        1563. 
The second known pirate captain with a wooden leg was the Dutch pirate Cornelis Jol. He
        was also called Pata de Palo, or Houtebeen (Dutch for “wooden leg”). Before he became a
        pirate, he was an admiral in the Dutch West India Company. Like LeClerc, he was also more
        privateer than pirate, and he too liked to hunt treasure-filled Spanish galleons. He never
        captured one, but he did attack many Spanish towns and ships. He died in 1641. 
There are many accounts of peg-legged sailors who became cooks. It was a job they could do
        and still be at sea. With only one leg, it’s very hard and dangerous to climb the rigging.
        Long John Silver in Treasure Island made the image of the one-legged
        pirate cook famous. 
Cap’n Michael says:
I remember our cook on the old Montezuma’s Revenge. Scabrous Bob,
            they called him. He usta...on second thought, maybe I shouldn’t tell ya about him. Just
            the thought gives me the rumblin’ belly wobbles. 

Most pirates wore great big boots—PROBABLY FALSE! 
To be a pirate, you’ve got to have those big up-to-the-knee boots with the wide
        folded-over cuffs, what they called bucket-top boots. Right? 
Actually, if you look at the various pictures of pirate captains from the 1600s and
        1700s—pictures that were drawn in the 1600s and 1700s—the captains are all
        wearing shoes, not boots. Boots were not practical onboard
        ship. They would be hard to move about in, hard to climb the rigging in, and next to
        impossible to kick off if you fell overboard. On ship, sailors often went barefoot. It was
        easier for climbing the rigging. 
But those big boots were useful on land for going through the jungles
        and brush. Even so, most drawings of Henry Morgan and other buccaneers attacking Spanish
        towns show them wearing shoes. There are several drawings of buccaneers who lived off the
        land. They are shown wearing moccasin-like shoes or are barefoot with leather hides wrapped
        around their legs. 
[image: Cap’n Michael says:]Captain Edward England wearing shoes


Tattoos were common among pirates—MOSTLY FALSE! 
Tattooing is an old art. Many ancient tribes used tattoos. However, the word “tattoo” was
        not used by Europeans until 1769. When Captain James Cook made his famous visits to the
        various Polynesian islands, the sailors saw the natives with tattooing all over their
        bodies. Many of the sailors got tattoos from the natives as a souvenir of visiting the South
        Pacific. It became quite fashionable. 
Sailors with large tattoos of a sailing ship on their chest or a mermaid on their biceps
        did not become popular until after Captain Cook’s voyages. 
But, long before Captain Cook visited Polynesia, William Dampier, a buccaneer and pirate
        himself, told how sailors used tattooing. He wrote: “the Jerusalem Cross is made in men’s
        arms, by pricking the skin, and rubbing in a pigment...(gun) powder.” The sailors pricked
        their skin with a sharp needle and some gunpowder to make a small design of a cross. 
So, before the 1800s, a sailor (and pirate) might have a small design of a stylized cross
        as a tattoo, but not until later did the large, complex tattoos show up. 
[image: Cap’n Michael says:]Jerusalem Cross


Pirates were always drunk—MOSTLY TRUE! 
Stories tell of how pirates drank rum all the time, and if they ran out of rum, they
        complained about it. 
Yes, pirates did complain when the rum ran out. Blackbeard was involved in just such a
        dicey occasion. He wrote about it in his journal: “Rum all out...rogues a-plotting.” The
        crew was getting ugly, and things might have gone badly; but in the nick of time, they
        captured a ship that had a cargo of spirits aboard. Blackbeard’s crewmen were happy again,
        and drunk, and the problems were avoided for awhile. 
Onboard ship, you might easily run out of fresh water. It often spoiled, turning slimy and
        green. Drinking alcohol (beer, wine, rum, brandy, etc.) was much safer than drinking water.
        Bacteria does not live in alcohol, so while getting drunk was not all that good for you, it
        was much better than dying from disease. AND a lot more fun. 
All pirates say “Aarrrrrh” and “Yo Ho Ho”—FALSE! 
Pirates had a special way of talking. There is even now a special day to celebrate
        this—“Talk Like a Pirate Day” on September 19. But how did pirates talk? Did they talk like
        the pirates in movies? Like Long John Silver? Did they say “Aarrrrrh” all the time, peppered
        in between with “Yo ho ho”? 
We can blame the actor who played Long John Silver in the classic Treasure
            Island (1950) for this one. His name was Robert Newton, and he was British.
        He had a natural accent that used the “Aaaarrrh” sound. People loved his Long John Silver
        character, and the movie was VERY popular. So afterwards, everybody thought pirates sounded
        like him. Just like the past few years—after Pirates of the Caribbean
        came out—everyone thought pirates talked and acted like Captain Jack Sparrow. 
But pirates came from all over and had many different accents. There were pirates with
        Irish accents, Scottish accents, French accents, Spanish accents, Welsh accents, Cockney
        accents, etc., even in the same crew. In fact, they spoke many different languages. So maybe
        a few sounded like Robert Newton, but not many. 
Captains could do anything they wanted. They kept the lion’s share
        of the treasure and ruled their ships any way they wanted—FALSE! 
Pirates elected their captains. If they didn’t like how he was running things, they could
        “unelect” him and vote in a new captain. The whole crew made major decisions by group vote. 
There was also another officer who was about as powerful as a captain, if not more so.
        That was the quartermaster. The crew elected him, too. The captain was in charge during
        battles, but at other times, the quartermaster usually ran things. 
As for dividing up plunder and treasure, there were strict rules about this, which the
        whole pirate crew agreed to. These were called the articles. According
        to the ship’s articles, the captain was usually given two shares, while crewmen got one
        share. Thus, a captain got twice as much treasure as the rest of the crew, but they did not
        get huge piles of treasure that they hid away in treasure caves or buried in the sand. 
A lot of pirates wore gold hoop earrings—MAYBE SOME, BUT WE’RE NOT
        SURE! 
Pirates are often shown wearing gold hoop earrings. However, in the accounts written by
        pirates and the people who met pirates, there seems to be no mention of pirates wearing
        earrings. Earrings are not even mentioned in the pirate classics Treasure
            Island or Peter Pan. 
There is a pirate flag design that shows a skull in profile, wearing a bandanna and
        earring, but that flag design has been shown to be a fairly modern design. 
[image: Cap’n Michael says:]
There was a pirate by name of Theophilus Turner (no relation to Will Turner). He was a
        member of Robert Culliford’s pirate crew and also sailed with Captain William Kidd. There is
        a listing of things taken from him when he was arrested. In the list of items were two gold
        earrings. The thing is, we don’t know if Theo WORE the earrings or just had them because
        they were part of his share of the loot. 
A painting of a pirate by Howard Pyle seems to be the first illustration to show hoop
        earrings. Douglas Fairbanks Sr. was the first pirate to wear hoop earrings in the movies,
        seen in The Black Pirate. 
So why is the idea of pirates wearing earrings so common? There is a common superstition
        (backed up a little by acupuncture beliefs) that if you pierce an ear, you will improve the
        eyesight of the eye on the opposite side. Musketmen and snipers would be very interested in
        this. 
Some believe (even now) that piercing your ear improves night vision, prevents
        seasickness, and provides protection against drowning or going down with the ship. 
And if you did drown and washed ashore somewhere, the people who found you were supposed
        to pay for your burial with the gold earring. Some sailors put the name of their home port
        on the inside of the earring. This way the body could be sent home to the dead pirate’s
        family for burial. 
Also, even now, many sailors get their ear pierced as a badge of honor. They do this for
        perhaps having gone round the Horn (the southern tip of South America) or crossing the
        equator. 
Pirates always flew a black Jolly Roger flag, and it was a threat
        of DEATH—FALSE! 
The black pirate flag struck fear in the hearts of those who saw it on a ship coming
        toward them. They knew it meant PIRATES! And those pirates were going to kill them all! All
        pirates flew a black Jolly Roger flag with some type of skull and crossbones design on it.
        You just wouldn’t be a pirate without it, right? 
Jolly Roger: 
A popular name for the black flag with skull and crossbones flown by pirates.

The first black flag was not seen until the year 1700. Before that, pirates flew a red
        flag. This was the Bloody Flag and meant “No Quarter Given.” To “give quarter” meant to show
        mercy. So this red flag meant “no mercy shown...we will kill you all.” 
The black flag actually meant, “If you do not fight against us, we will not hurt you.”
        Pirates learned it was good for the business to advertise. They wanted to encourage the
        sailors on the other ship to let them take the cargo without fighting back. Fighting was
        messy and a lot of hard work. And you could possibly get KILLED. So, pirates preferred not
        to do it. But, if anyone fought back, then down came the black flag, and up went the red one
        (and sometimes they flew both at the same time, probably because they didn’t have time to
        take down the black one). 
[image: Jolly Roger:]
Pirates were mostly white guys from England—FALSE! 
Actually, recent studies have shown that about one-third of the pirates were of African
        descent or of mixed race. Some pirate crews (though not all) treated other races as equals.
        It varied from crew to crew, but these men found themselves much more welcome among pirate
        crews than among society in general at that time. 
Many were escaped or freed slaves with a grudge against those who enslaved them. Most of
        them would fight to the death rather than be taken prisoner and become a slave again. Many
        of them had reputations as fierce warriors. This would have made them very attractive to the
        pirates as crewmen. 
There were also Hispanic pirates, Asian pirates—pirates of all races and types. They were
        from many different countries, yet they worked together for a common goal. 
And they weren’t all men. Many pirates were women. They weren’t all grown-ups either.
        There are many pirates we know about who were teenagers or even younger. 
[image: Jolly Roger:]Many pirates we know about were teenagers.


Pirates had parrots, monkeys, and other animals as pets—POSSIBLY
        TRUE! 
Long John Silver had a parrot. Barbossa had a monkey. Didn’t every captain have some sort
        of pet? 
The exotic birds of the Americas, and especially the talking parrots and mynahs, had been
        a big hit back in London. If a sailor brought back a parrot, he could sell it. On the long
        voyage home, if he had trained it to do some tricks or say some words, he could sell it for
        quite a bit, and with the meager income sailors received, this would be a nice bonus.
        Sailors also brought monkeys, iguanas, and other exotic creatures back home to sell or give
        to their wives or children. In the late 1600s, William Dampier, sailing with a band of
        buccaneers, wrote: “Here are also kept tame Monkeys, Parrots, Parakites, &c, which the
        Seamen carry home.” 
We know that sailors and sometimes bands of buccaneers brought birds and other exotic
        animals aboard ship. But it’s not clear if any of them kept the animals after returning to
        port and having a chance to sell them. 
[image: Jolly Roger:]A Spanish hidalgo (soldier of fortune) followed by his slave carrying a tamed
                parrot.


Pirate ships were huge, powerful ships with cannons
        everywhere—MOSTLY FALSE! 
You’ve probably seen the pirate movies where two big ships come barreling at each other
        with their guns thundering. A big bad pirate had a big bad pirate ship—a huge sailing beast
        just bristling with cannons everywhere—just the thing for robbing and plundering people, no? 
Actually, pirates often hugged the coastlines and shallow waters. They waited to pounce on
        passing ships and wanted to hide from the big naval vessels on patrol. Pirates would much
        rather run away than fight with another big ship. Maybe that doesn’t sound very brave, but
        they weren’t interested in fighting if they didn’t have to. They were all about the plunder.
        Naval vessels usually had no treasure worth stealing. For a pirate, speed was a much more
        important quality than power, along with the ability to go into shallow waters, where they
        could thumb their noses at the big powerful warship that couldn’t catch them (as long as
        they were out of cannon range). 
Some pirates did have big ships, such as Blackbeard and Bartholomew Roberts. But they also
        had several smaller vessels sailing along with it as consorts (escort vessels). The big ship
        was the flagship: powerful and intimidating but not very quick and agile. The smaller
        vessels were the quick ones that could overtake a prey or cut off any escape route by
        working in pairs. 
Do not underestimate the abilities of a handful of pirates in a small open boat. There
        were several times when such a band of desperate men successfully took on and captured much
        larger craft. 

Pirate Timeline
1176 BCE: Pharaoh Ramses III defeats the Sea Peoples
            (early pirates) in a great battle at the mouth of the Nile Delta. 
75 BCE: Julius Caesar is kidnapped by Cilician
            pirates and held captive. 
0 CE
793 CE: Viking pirates make their first raid in
            England.
1000
1217: Medieval pirate Eustace the Monk is captured in
            the English Channel and executed.
1400
1401: North Sea pirate Klaus Störtebeker is captured
            and beheaded.
1492: Christopher Columbus’s first voyage to the New
            World. 
1494: Treaty of Tordesillas. The pope declares that
            the New World belongs to Spain and Portugal. 
1500
1501–1526: Expulsion of Muslims from Spain. Many
            settle in North Africa and become Barbary corsairs. 
1504: The Barbarossa brothers arrive in Tunis to
            engage in piracy as Barbary corsairs. 
1512: The first Spanish treasure fleet sails to
            Spain. 
1518: Aruj Barbarossa is killed by the Spanish. His
            brother Khizr takes command and inherits the name Barbarossa. 
1550
1523: Jean Fleury seizes three galleons filled with
            silver, bound for Spain. 
1546: Khizr Barbarossa dies after a long, successful
            career as a Barbary corsair. 
1562–69: John Hawkins raids the Spanish Main. 
1573: Francis Drake captures a Spanish silver
            shipment crossing the Isthmus of Panama. 
1588: The Spanish Armada is defeated by the English. 
1593: Irish female pirate Grania ny Mhaille (Grace
            O’Malley) meets with Queen Elizabeth I. 
1600
1600–43: Dutch corsairs (pechelingues) raid the
            Spanish colonies in the West Indies. 
1608–09: Sir Thomas Verney leaves England and his
            inheritance, and turns corsair. 
1612: Pirate hunter Sir Henry Mainwaring turns pirate
            himself and joins the corsairs. 
1616: Mainwaring returns to England, is pardoned, and
            writes a treatise on piracy. 
1628: Piet Heyn, in charge of a Dutch fleet, captures
            a complete Spanish treasure fleet. 
1642: Tortuga is taken over by French boucaniers. 
1649: The English Civil War: The English decide they
            don’t need a king. King Charles I is beheaded. England is ruled by a Commonwealth. Many
            of King Charles’ supporters flee to the New World. Some become pirates. 
1650
1655: Jamaica is captured by the English. 
1660: The Restoration: The English decide they need a
            king after all. Charles II (son of the beheaded Charles I) is crowned. Many supporters
            of the Commonwealth flee to the New World. Some become pirates. 
1660: The English port on Jamaica is renamed “Port
            Royal” in honor of the king being restored to the throne. 
1662: Port Royal invites buccaneers from Tortuga to
            use their port as home base. 
1667–1669: Henry Morgan’s buccaneers sack Maracaibo,
            Portobelo, and Cuba. 
1670: Roche Braziliano terrorizes the Spanish. 
1671: The sack of Panama by Henry Morgan’s
            buccaneers. 
1675: Sir Henry Morgan becomes lieutenant governor of
            Jamaica and suppresses piracy. 
1692: A powerful earthquake sinks two-thirds of Port
            Royal, Jamaica. 
1692: Thomas Tew captures a tribute ship of the Grand
            Moghul. 
1695: Captain John Every (Avery) captures the Grand
            Moghul’s ship. 
1697–99: William Kidd is sent to hunt pirates but
            turns pirate himself. 
1700
1701: William Kidd is hanged after being tried for
            piracy and murder. 
1717: The pirate ship Whydah is wrecked off the coast
            of Cape Cod. 
1718: As governor, former privateer Woodes Rogers
            expels pirates from New Providence in the Bahamas. 
1718: Blackbeard is killed in battle at Ocracoke
            Inlet, North Carolina. 
1720: The famous female pirates Anne Bonny and Mary
            Read are captured. 
1720–22: Bartholomew Roberts threatens the Guinea
            Coast and West Indies. 
1750
1776–80: More than two thousand American privateers
            aid the American Revolution and harass British shipping. 
1800
1804: In the First Barbary War, Stephen Decatur blows
            up the captured American ship Philadelphia so the Barbary corsairs could not use her. 
1805: A handful of U.S. Marines capture Derna,
            Tripoli (part of modern-day Libya) from Barbary pirates. This event is honored by the
            line “To the shores of Tripoli” in the “U.S. Marines’ Hymn.” 
1807: Chinese pirate chief Zheng Yi dies. His wife
            Ching Shih takes over as leader and becomes even more powerful. Soon she is leader of
            the largest fleet of pirate ships ever assembled. 
1810: Ching Shih accepts an offer of amnesty from the
            Chinese government. She keeps her loot and opens a gambling house. 
1815: Pirates Jean and Pierre Lafitte assist Andrew
            Jackson in the Battle of New Orleans. 
1815: The Second Barbary War: Stephen Decatur
            “persuades” the Dey of Algiers to sign a peace treaty. 
1818: Hippolyte de Bouchard attacks the coast of
            California. 
1850
1832–1865: England establishes the Far Eastern
            Command of the British Navy to suppress piracy in the South China Sea and Southeast
            Asia. 
1861–1865: During the American Civil War, the
            Confederacy commissions privateers to battle Union naval forces. The U.S. refuses to
            recognize the Confederate Navy ships and considers them pirates. Confederate blockade
            runners that smuggled goods into the South are also sometimes considered pirates. 
1900
1920s–1930s: In China, civil war and widespread
            corruption creates an ideal breeding ground for pirates in the South China Sea. Pirates
            operate out of most of the ports and waterways in the region. 
2009: Four Somalian pirates seize the Maersk Alabama
            and hold the captain hostage until rescued by U. S. Navy SEALs.


Pirates of the Caribbean



The dots on a map that represent the Caribbean Islands look like pearls strung on a
        necklace. They start along the Venezuelan coast, first heading east. The necklace curves
        north and then west. The islands get larger and larger as they head toward the tip of
        Florida, ending in the largest of them all, Cuba. All together, they are called the
        Caribbean Islands. They curl around the Caribbean Sea on the east and north. On the west is
        Central America. To the south are the countries of Colombia and Venezuela. 
[image: Pirates of the Caribbean]
Together the four largest islands—Cuba, Jamaica, Hispaniola (which is now split into two
        countries: Haiti and the Dominican Republic), and Puerto Rico—are the “Greater Antilles.” So
        guess what the rest of the islands are called? You’ve got it—the “Lesser Antilles.” The
        Lesser Antilles were also called the Caribbee Islands, named for the Carib Indians who lived
        there (a fierce, cannibalistic tribe). 
Where did the name “Antilles” come from? Antilia was a mysterious land shown floating out
        in the ocean on some old maps, long before Columbus made his voyages. After Columbus found
        the islands in the New World, they were named for this mythical land. 
Together, the Caribbean Islands (Greater and Lesser Antilles) combined with the Bahamas
        (north of Cuba) are called the West Indies. This is because Columbus was confused. He was
        looking for a new way to Asia. When he arrived in the Bahamas, he thought he had come to the
        Spice Islands of the Indies (near Indonesia) from the other way around the world. Once
        people realized Columbus made a mistake, they called these new islands the West Indies, and
        the original Indies became known as the East Indies. 
Sea Dogs Put the Bite on the Spanish 
As soon as Europeans discovered the New World with Columbus’s voyage of 1492, a whole new
        “playground” opened up, and pirates were soon there. 
Spain and Portugal divvied up the New World as their own territory and tried to keep all
        the other European nations out. They even got the Pope to declare this in the Treaty of
        Tordesillas in 1494. The treaty gave most of the New World to Spain. Portugal got the area
        that is now Brazil. This is why Brazilians now speak Portuguese, while most other South and
        Central Americans speak Spanish. 
Sure, We Stole It, but that Doesn’t Mean You Can Steal It from Us 
Spanish treasure ships were bringing a vast wealth of silver, gold, and jewels back to
        Spain. This wealth was stolen plunder from the Aztecs in Mexico, the Incas in Peru, and
        other natives in the New World. The natives did not use gold and silver as money, but made
        beautiful jewelry and artwork out of the precious metals. The Spanish did not care about the
        beauty of the artwork. They melted the gold and silver down into bars, bricks, and coins. In
        1521, the first Spanish Treasure Fleet sailed to Spain. The Spanish had learned it was
        better if several ships sailed together for protection and safety. This was because the
        other European countries wanted a piece of the New World pie. They had sent their pirates
        and privateers to grab what they could of the New World’s treasures. 
The French were the first to intercept the treasure galleons. In fact, it was in 1521 when
        French privateers captured two Spanish ships returning to Spain filled with treasure. Right
        away, the king of Spain sent a small fleet to rescue his ships. After a brief battle at sea,
        the French privateers got away but had to leave the Spanish treasure ships behind. They may
        have been unsuccessful, but they had seen the treasure with their own eyes, and word spread
        fast. Soon many other Frenchmen were trying to capture Spanish treasure ships. 
A few years later, in 1523, the Frenchman Jean Fleury cruised the waters of the Atlantic
        Ocean between the Canary Islands and the Azores (off the west coast of northern Africa and
        Spain). He was hoping to head off a returning treasure ship just before it got back to
        Spain. Luck was with him! He captured two such ships loaded with fabulous wealth. The
        treasure included “gold and silver jewelry, pearls the size of filberts, jade figures,
        ceremonial costumes, feathered headdresses, mosaic masks, even three live jaguars.” 
We Are Going to Trade, Whether You Like It or Not 
The English privateers, called Sea Dogs, joined the French in the quest for New World
        treasure. John Hawkins made three voyages to Spanish America starting in 1562. He first
        stopped in West Africa to fill his ship with African slaves. He kidnapped about four hundred
        Africans and forced them aboard his ship. Then he sold them at a handsome profit to Spanish
        plantation owners in Hispaniola, trading them for pearls, ginger, sugar, and hides. The
        plantation owners were eager to buy, even though Spanish laws had forbidden trading with
        non-Spanish traders. 
After his first success, everyone wanted to invest in Hawkins’ second voyage—even Queen
        Elizabeth I. Stopping again in West Africa, he filled his ship with another four hundred
        slaves. This time, the Spanish ports in the New World were closed to him since people got in
        trouble for trading with Hawkins the first time. However, with a little forceful
        arm-twisting, plus his charm, Hawkins was able to sell all his slaves again. 
On his third trip to sell slaves, a storm forced him to take shelter in Veracruz. He
        captured the island fort of San Juan de Ulua to use as a base while he made repairs. The
        very next day, the Spanish Treasure Fleet showed up! He was trapped and outnumbered. The
        Spanish attacked. Only two of Hawkins’ ships escaped: his own and the one commanded by his
        cousin Francis Drake. Hawkins’ ship, the Minion, barely limped home to
        England. He only had fifteen men left when he arrived. Drake arrived home with few problems
        but vowed revenge on the Spanish for killing so many Englishmen. 
A Pirate Queen and Her Dragon 
Drake was a man of his word. He soon began a series of destructive raids on several
        Spanish colonies. He ignored the fact that Spain and England were officially at peace. All
        he cared about was his driving need for revenge and treasure. His attacks during peacetime
        meant he was no longer a privateer—he was a PIRATE. 
Soon, the Spanish just called him “El Draque.” It was a play on his last name. It meant
        “the Dragon.” He lived up to this name. Years after his death, naughty Spanish children were
        threatened with a visit from “El Draque,” just as children now fear the bogeyman. 
From 1577 to 1580, Drake sailed around the world in his famous ship, the Golden
            Hind. Along the way, he plundered Spanish colonies and captured a very
        wealthy Spanish galleon off the Pacific Coast of South America. When he returned to England
        with his plundered wealth, Queen Elizabeth granted him a private audience for over six hours
        to listen to all of his adventures. He gave her a large portion of the stolen riches, and
        she fondly called him “her pirate.” Soon after, in a ceremony aboard the Golden
            Hind, Drake was knighted. After this, Queen Elizabeth was called “The Pirate
        Queen.” 

Name: Sir Francis Drake 
Alias: El Draque (The Dragon) 
Dates: 1540–1596 
Country: England 

            Ship: 
            Golden Hind 
        
Flag: The flag of England 
Best known for: Circumnavigating the earth in the
                Golden Hind, claiming the west coast of North America for
            England and naming it Nova Albion, and defeating the Spanish Armada.

This Means War!
Spain was furious and soon declared war on England. This eventually led to the attack of
        the Spanish Armada in 1588. Both Drake and Hawkins helped defend their country, along with
        many other Sea Dogs. Through a combination of bravery and cleverness on the part of the
        English, and bad luck and bad weather for the Spanish, the Armada was defeated. Hawkins was
        knighted for his actions during the invasion of the Spanish Armada. 
[image: Pirates of the Caribbean]English privateer John Oxenham, who accompanied Francis Drake on his sack of
                Panama. 


For another fifteen years, Elizabeth’s Sea Dogs continued to raid Spanish colonies and
        ships. They also explored new territories and tried to set up new English colonies in the
        New World. (For more details on buccaneers, see Sea
        Dogs.)
Upon the death of Queen Elizabeth I in 1603, James I of Scotland became king. He disbanded
        much of the navy that Elizabeth had built up. Many of the privateers and sailors were put
        out of work and had little hope of getting jobs on shore since they had few other skills.
        Starving, several of them found a solution by joining the Barbary corsairs and becoming
        pirates. (For more details on buccaneers, see Corsairs.)
The Sea Beggars Make Beggars of the Spanish 
In the late 1500s and early 1600s, the Dutch were fighting for their independence from the
        Spanish. The Dutch forces that fought at sea were called the Sea Beggars. At first they
        fought mainly in the English Channel, but the Sea Beggars soon carried the war against the
        Spanish to the New World. (For more on the Sea Beggars’ activities in Europe, see Sea Beggars.) 
In 1624, Pieter Schouten, with a small fleet of three ships, ransacked Spanish colonies on
        the Yucatan Peninsula (a part of present-day Mexico). A few months later, he captured one of
        the rich Spanish galleons from the Honduras Treasure Fleet. Towing his rich prize back to
        Europe, his own ship ran aground in the Dry Tortugas. He abandoned his own ship, and he and
        his crew sailed home aboard the Spanish galleon. The rich cargo he brought back convinced
        other Dutch privateers to try their luck against the Spanish in the Caribbean. 
A few years later, Piet Heyn followed Schouten’s example. He would be very glad he did.
        Heyn had little love for the Spanish. Early in his privateer career, the Spanish had
        captured him, chained him to an oar, and forced him to row as a galley slave. 
Being a galley slave was brutal backbreaking labor. Men generally didn’t survive it for
        very long. Somehow, Heyn managed to survive for more than four years before he was finally
        released in a prisoner exchange. 
Piet Heyn may have started as a common sailor, but he was smart, he was ambitious, and he
        had developed a burning hatred of the Spanish. Piet Heyn would have his revenge. The Spanish
        would soon regret letting him go. 
In 1628, Heyn had worked his way up to the rank of admiral. He was put in charge of a huge
        fleet of 31 ships and 3,300 men. This Dutch fleet set out for the Caribbean, eagerly looking
        to capture Spanish treasure ships. 
Their plans were almost spoiled. A Dutch cabin boy got lost while ashore on an island near
        Venezuela. The Spanish captured him and got him to tell about the Dutch fleet lying in wait
        for them. So warned, the Venezuelan Treasure Fleet did not leave port. 
However, the treasure fleet from Veracruz, Mexico, did not know about the Dutch waiting to
        ambush them. The treasure-filled galleons arrived at Havana, Cuba, only to find Heyn’s ships
        waiting for them. Entrance to the harbor was blocked! The Spanish commander Juan de
        Benavides panicked. 
Not knowing what to do, Benavides ran his ships aground without firing a shot at the
        Dutch. He was hoping to unload the silver and take it inland to safety, but the Dutch caught
        up with them too quickly. 
It turns out that Benavides was not much of a seaman. He had gotten his job mostly because
        his sister was one of the Spanish king’s girlfriends. Up till now, he had gained a lot of
        wealth by smuggling illegal goods on his ships. Oh, by the way, he had been the captain of
        one of the ships where Heyn had been a galley slave. 
Benavides later claimed he tried to attack the Dutch. However, when the Dutch captured the
        grounded ships and came aboard, they found so much silver and gold aboard that many of the
        gun ports were blocked. Heyn had captured the entire Mexican Treasure Fleet unchallenged! It
        included NINETY TONS of silver and gold! 
On the way back to Europe, two of the captured Spanish vessels sank in a storm with some
        of the treasure aboard. Despite the loss of the two vessels and their treasure, and despite
        having so many men in the Dutch fleet, there was plenty of loot to share around and still
        leave a profit of more than seven million guilders for the Dutch West India Company. Some
        estimate the treasure Heyn captured was worth more than $15 million! Piet Heyn was a
        national hero. On the other hand, the Spanish commander Benavides was beheaded for having
        lost so much treasure and bringing such shame to Spain. 
Cap’n Michael says:
I just love the smell of black powder in the morning! It smells like PLUNDER!

Just a Bunch of Jerky Makers 
Throughout the 1500s, the pirates and privateers who raided the New World came from the
        Old World, or Europe. During the next century, that was to change. Over time, many of the
        pirates and privateers came from the Caribbean itself. 
As more people came to the Caribbean, there were more castaways living on the islands.
        Some of these were sailors who jumped ship. A few might have been shipwrecked. Others were
        runaway slaves, indentured servants, and convicts. And more were just disgruntled colonists
        who wanted to get away. They were a mix of French, English, Scottish, Irish, Dutch, and
        other peoples. 
These island castaways became the first buccaneers. From the middle 1500s, they could be
        found on many of the islands, including Cuba, Jamaica, and Puerto Rico, but most of all on
        Hispaniola. (For more details on buccaneers, see buccaneers.) 
The “Turtle” Shelters the Buccaneers 
Tortuga is not much of a place—just a small island shaped like a giant turtle floating on
        the water (thus its name), located a few miles off the northwest coast of Hispaniola (an
        area that is now part of the country of Haiti). Despite its size, Tortuga’s reputation has
        gone down through the ages as one of the greatest pirate strongholds of all time. 
The location was good for pirates: it was close to the Windward Passage (between Cuba and
        Hispaniola), which became a main route for the Spanish ships. It was easy to defend: there
        were few places on the island where an enemy could land in force. Food and fresh water were
        plentiful: there were lots of animals to hunt and a profusion of yams, bananas, pineapples,
        and other fruit. On the nearby big island of Hispaniola, there were hordes of wild boars,
        flocks of pigeons, and semi-wild cattle abandoned by the Spanish. It was an ideal base for
        buccaneers. The Spanish rarely ventured to the northern and western shores of the island,
        preferring to stay near their city of Santo Domingo in the southeast. 
[image: Cap’n Michael says:]A buccaneer holding his long-barreled musket with his hounds at his feet. 


The English first settled the island of Tortuga around the year 1630. The original village
        was attacked several times by the Spanish, who did not want foreigners living in their
        territory. Once, while most of the buccaneers were on Hispaniola hunting the semi-wild
        cattle, the Spanish launched an attack. The old men, women, and children of Tortuga were all
        slaughtered. Their bodies were left hanging as a warning to the buccaneers. 
The Spanish also sent hunters to slaughter all the wild cattle on Hispaniola. They thought
        they could starve the buccaneers out and easily drive them away. Instead, they got the
        opposite result. Angered by the killing of their families and the slaughter of the wild
        animals, the buccaneers thirsted for revenge. They turned to piracy and started attacking
        Spanish ships. The Spaniards had created their own worst enemy! 
In 1642, Jean Le Vasseur, along with a band of one hundred men, arrived to claim Tortuga
        in the name of France. Finding the island sparsely settled (because the Spanish had run out
        most of the English), Le Vasseur quickly succeeded in making himself master of the island.
        Using his skills as a military engineer, he built Fort de Rocher (the “Rock Fort”) on a
        flat-topped hill overlooking Tortuga’s main harbor. He put twenty-four cannons in the fort.
        Protected by the fortress, a town quickly grew on the east side of the harbor. The town,
        called Basse-Terre, soon became a major center where buccaneers brought their dried meat,
        cowhides, and plunder. 
[image: Cap’n Michael says:]Fort de Rocher, the Rock Fort built by Le Vasseur


Over the years, word spread about the settlement in Tortuga. Passing ships brought more
        and more recruits looking for freedom and a new start. These recruits included soldiers from
        the losing sides of wars, people looking for religious freedom, runaway slaves, people in
        trouble with the law, and escaped prisoners. They hated the Spanish, they hated bullies, and
        they swore to be free. 
For a while, Le Vasseur ruled well, but power soon went to his head. His character
        changed, and he ruled as a sort of buccaneer king. He became vicious and greedy, and was
        very disliked. In 1652, he was killed by one of his own lieutenants in an argument over a
        woman.
Soon after, the Spanish decided it was time again to get rid of their unwanted neighbors
        in Tortuga. In early 1654, Spain sent a squadron headed by five heavily armed warships to
        attack the fortress. They landed several hundred men and eventually succeeded in taking Fort
        de Rocher. 
With their fortress taken by the Spanish, the buccaneers fled to the larger island of
        Hispaniola. The Spanish, thinking they had solved the “Tortuga problem,” soon withdrew. But
        they made a big mistake! They didn’t leave soldiers behind on the island. 
Within a few years, the French buccaneers not only moved back to Tortuga, but they also
        took over the western half of the island of Hispaniola as well. Their numbers and their
        strength grew. The Spanish would never get rid of them again. 
Pirates in the Movies: Le Vasseur
In the 1935 movie Captain Blood, there is a sneeringly evil
            villain named Le Vasseur. The duel on the beach between Le Vasseur and Captain Blood
            (played by Errol Flynn) is one of the classic movie sword fights.

“I Shall Order Chains from France for these Rascals!” 
In 1665, King Louis XIV of France appointed Bertrand d’Ogeron as Royal Governor of La
        Tortue (French name for Tortuga) and of Saint Domingue (French name for Santo Domingo) in
        western Hispaniola, now the country of Haiti. 
Bertrand d’Ogeron was a good man for the job. He had several years of experience in the
        New World. He had been a soldier, a trader, AND a buccaneer. He was known for his honesty,
        wits, and leadership. His abilities were quickly put to the test when he landed on Tortuga.
        There were a few people living in the town of Cayonne, on the west side of Tortuga Harbor.
        These were mainly the townspeople and merchants. Most of d’Ogeron’s subjects were the
        cattle-hunting buccaneers, and they were scattered about Hispaniola, still living like
        savages. They were willing to let him be governor as long as he didn’t bother them, though
        they generally ignored his laws. 
D’Ogeron knew that as long as the cattle hunters roamed freely about the islands, there
        was no hope of governing them. His only chance was to get them to settle down. He encouraged
        them to become planters. Anyone wanting to build or start a plantation was given a loan at
        little or no interest (often from d’Ogeron’s own pocket). He also came up with a clever
        method for getting some of his buccaneers to stop roaming. He exclaimed to a friend,
        “Corbleu! I shall order chains from France for these rascals!” And he was as good as his
        word. 
Rumors spread throughout the area that the governor was planning something big, but no one
        was sure what it was. Finally, several months later, a French ship pulled into Tortuga’s
        harbor. D’Ogeron quickly rowed out to meet it while curious buccaneers gathered on the docks
        to see what the governor was up to. 
When the governor returned to shore, he had some Catholic priests with him. He announced
        that the ship was filled with single French women who had come to be brides for the
        buccaneers. The priests had come along to perform the marriages. 
The buccaneers were very surprised and very eager to see the women. The men formed a
        half-circle on the beach. Using a small boat, the women were brought to shore in groups.
        Everyone remained quiet until the last group came ashore. The men came forward to meet the
        women. When each man found a willing bride, they were married on the spot by one of the
        priests. 
With his “special tricks,” d’Ogeron managed to increase the number of planters from 400 on
        his arrival at Tortuga to over 1,500 planters by 1669. He also encouraged the privateers to
        keep using Tortuga as a base, as he had no soldiers or navy of his own. He arranged to get
        letters of marque (official permits to plunder the enemy) for the sailors. The presence of
        the privateers gave them protection from the Spanish. 
D’Ogeron did everything he could to increase trade. He managed to get many of the roaming
        cattle hunters to settle down and become farmers. Under the governor’s guidance, tobacco,
        cacao, and sugarcane production had almost tripled. The privateers continued to have many
        successful raids against the Spanish and sometimes the English (with a certain percentage
        going to the French treasury, of course). 
Bertrand d’Ogeron died in January 1676. They buried him in Paris. He is still regarded as
        a hero who civilized the buccaneers and laid the groundwork for the future country of
        Haiti.
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can stilllook important
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them to discourage
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sword to poke
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You can pick off your
enemies from a dis
tance. Great way to
get rid of that pesky
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Rapier in
scabbard: Along
skinny sword. Not
as intimidating
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lotlighter to carry
around.
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Neckerchief:

Scarf tied
Cockade: An ornament of folded around the
ribbon, sometimes worn on the — 5 neck (not
hat instead of a feather. just for Boy
Scouts)

Tricorne: Ahat with
three sides folded up.
Usually the point goes

i front, but sometimes
pirates wore them back-
ward just to be cool.

Coat with lots
of buttons:
Deliberately not
buttoned up
Who's got

time todo
allthose
buttons?

Board-

ing axe:

Not only can Sash tied around

the waist: A handy
place to stowyer weap-
ons. Some sashes were
Tong enough and wide
enough when unfolded to
be used as an impromptu
stretcher to carry you

you hack with
it, you can stab as welll
Boarding other vessels and
stealing their goods s
whatits all sbout.

vl it you were wounded (or

beter than

aling them

shors : Worn
onyour lgsto
Keepthe mosaui

toes from biting
‘They look cool with
short pants—er,
ub, breeches.
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Glaring eye: Burning slow match! stuck under the hat:

Tointimidate “Uike the way it wreathes me face in smoke and
enemies. gives me that proper devilish look.” (Warning;
Kids, don'ttry this at home. Its a great way to
T catch your hair on fire and you won't enjoy it when

der belt for holding weapons. '\ YOUr Parents beat out the flames on your head.)

Usually made of leather
Sortof ke that sash Miss
America wears,only alot
more practica.

Four flintlocks in
holsters attached to
the baldric.

Two more
Aintlocks in hol

sters hanging from

abaldric. Fintlocks _— Cutlass: A short curv-
only had one shot, ing sword worn here
andit tooka . inasabbard

few minutes “Two holsters for even
toreload, so

more flintlocks: Either

Blackbeard was a really bad

shot, or he expected a ot of

enemies to gang up on him
at the same time.

pirates would
carry more
than one

Rifle: As
i he didn't
have enough
weapons on
him already.

Trousers: Worn by
some pirates instead
of those short sissy
breeches.

+ Slow mateh: Catoncord soked in guposder ter sation
o make e smolder for hours. e was d g canncns.
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nonwhenit for firing

attached to heavy- ot o
duty rings, used el
to keep the can-
non from rolling
too far back

dearing
Powder  theinside

Hom: Used fthe
for priming  touchhole

Gun Tackle: Fo
pulling the can-
non forward to

se Shot:

taining small

iron balls

Quoin: Wedge-shaped

blocks of wood used | removing wadding,
g Rammer (W0 (o1 guting the ele- | powder bags tc.
andsai types): For
vation of the cannon | stuck n the barrel
Barstor, deningbared
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