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      Introduction:


      Royal Newlyweds Wowed Canada


      The world fell in love with William and Catherine when they wed, and Canada was the first country to welcome them as they kicked off their first state visit. Will ’n Kate fever swept the country, starting on June 30, 2011. The newly minted Duke and Duchess of Cambridge began their nine-day tour at Rideau Hall in Ottawa followed by Canada Day festivities in the nation’s capital.


      What better way to greet the young man — who may one day be Canada’s King — and his new bride? It didn’t matter who you were or where you were from. If you were in Ottawa on Canada Day 2011, you were Canadian.


      The itinerary was inspired and touched many cornerstones of Canadian society — young people, aboriginal groups, and the military. It was geographically diverse, with stops in Quebec, Prince Edward Island, Alberta, and the Northwest Territories. In La Belle Province they visited both Montreal and Quebec City, gestures guaranteed to raise the popularity of the monarchy in a part of the country that isn’t a traditional bastion of royal support.
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        Westminster Abbey


        London, England’s Westminster Abbey is one of the most famous buildings in the world, but in its long history surprisingly few royal weddings have taken place there. The first was in 1100, and the hallowed abbey has been used sparingly for that purpose in subsequent centuries. There were only nine royal weddings at Westminster in the twentieth century, including the 1986 marriage of Prince Andrew to Sarah Ferguson, and the marriages of the Queen’s daughter, Princess Anne, in 1973 and that of the Queen’s sister, Princess Margaret, in 1960. Queen Elizabeth II herself was married there in 1947.

      

      


      Catherine seems a smart, media-savvy young woman, and this tour was her first test. William’s great-grandmother, the Queen Mother, loved Canada and Canadians, and always had the right word at the right time. She could melt the sternest of republican hearts. Her husband, George VI, was the first reigning monarch to tour Canada. In 1939 they arrived in Quebec. Asked whether she was English or Scottish, the Queen Mother famously replied: “Since we reached Quebec, I’ve been Canadian.”


      Buckingham Palace is no doubt hoping Catherine has those same instincts. She and William bring a fresh, modern face to the monarchy.


      Canada rolled out the red-and-white carpet and showed William and Catherine what a right royal Canadian welcome looks like!
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      DAY ONE:


      Arrival in Ottawa


      The Newlyweds Dazzled at Their Coming-Out Party


      Okay, the answer to your most pressing questions. Yes, William is tall and handsome — and very personable.


      And Kate is slim — she looks thinner even than on her wedding day. And she waded into the whole royal walkabout thing as if she had been doing it all her life. Most important, what strikes you about this young couple is that they are the genuine article.


      
        The Tour Theme


        The theme of the 2011 Royal Tour was “Moving Forward Together: From Past Accomplishments to Current Service to Future Achievements.” The title emphasizes both the rich history of the Crown in Canada as well as the potential of the institution to make future contributions to Canadian identity and Commonwealth relations. The royal couple represents a newer, more modern aspect to the monarchy that will reach out to coming generations.

      


      The first stop on their nine-day Canadian tour was at the National War Memorial where they spent so long talking to veterans and their families that they put their tour schedule into a tailspin. The couple didn’t just shake hands and exchange a few pleasantries. They chatted intensely at times with people who had waited for hours to catch a glimpse of the royal newlyweds. Ottawa’s Lois Mullins was one of them. She planted her chair at the memorial at 8:30 a.m. for the 2:30 p.m. meet-and-greet.


      “I am the same age as the Queen, and our husbands are the same age, and we got married the same year, and our boys were born the same year,” she said.


      Later, at Rideau Hall, the residence of Canada’s governor general, two youngsters from Pembroke, Ontario, donned fashionable fascinators and greeted their favourite Royals. Elizabeth Webster, nine, and Charlotte Oattes, eleven, wanted to see William and Catherine because they had watched the royal wedding.


      “We wanted to see them in real life and so did my mom,” said Elizabeth.


      William thrilled the crowd by speaking first in French. The throng cheered, and he joked that his French “will get better as we go along.”


      He told everyone he and Catherine had been “longing” to come to Canada for years. “The geography of Canada is unsurpassed and is famous for being matched only by the hospitality of its people,” he said.
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        The royal couple lays a wreath at the National War Memorial.

      


      Even Prime Minister Stephen Harper was in a playful mood as he joked about how disappointed he and his wife, Laureen, were that they hadn’t been able to attend the royal wedding because of the recent federal election.


      It was a right royal start, and these two young people did themselves proud.


      Don’t forget that Catherine is new to all this. She isn’t used to pomp and circumstance, so this tour was a greater test for her than it was for William, who is used to being in the public eye.


      Still, Catherine managed to get off to a flying start fashion-wise, wearing not just one but two Canadian designers — Smythe and Erdem — on her first day. She wore one outfit to get on the plane, then changed into another aboard the Canadian Forces Airbus.

    


    
      Height of Fashion


      Travelling to Canada, the Duchess of Cambridge showed how adept she was in her diplomatic role, with a blazer by Toronto label Smythe les Vestes, paired over a sheath by French label Roland Mouret. Smythe, known for its beautifully fitted blazers and coats that aren’t only designed but also made in Canada, was a good choice for Catherine, whose coat collection was already the envy of women the world over.


      Sometime during the overseas flight, Catherine traded in her navy suit for a lovely dress that was perhaps more suited to the warmer Canadian weather. The lacy ensemble, worn with a discreet slip, seemed appropriate for her arrival in Canada.


      The “Cecile” dress was created by Erdem Moraliog˘lu, a designer originally from Montreal who has set up shop in the United Kingdom to much acclaim. The navy dress featured a beautiful intricate pattern, with abstract leaf and petal motifs interwoven throughout. The navy tones were an appropriate hue, considering the couple’s first stop was Ottawa’s War Memorial.


      — With files from Rebecca Zamon
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    The Duchess of Cambridge, wearing her “Cecile” dress, greets a young fan in Ottawa.
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      Above left: This sheet music was printed to commemorate Queen Elizabeth II’s first Canadian tour in 1951 when she was still Princess Elizabeth.

      Above right: Diana enjoyed Niagara Falls with William and Harry in 1991.

    


    
      A Rapturous Welcome



      The British media extensively covered the first stop on the Canadian tour. Gordon Raynor of the Telegraph wrote: “Thousands of people cheered Catherine’s every step of the way as she went on a walkabout in the centre of Ottawa, and many of them chanted her name rock star style.”

      Roya Nikkhah described how William and Catherine relaxed and had fun taking in the evening Canada Day show on Parliament Hill. “After two days of official ceremonies, handshakes, gun salutes, and carefully managed walkabouts, the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge got into the party spirit on Friday night, attending a pop concert for the finale of the Canada Day celebrations, marking the country’s 144th birthday.”

      —With files from Scott Taylor
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    Left: Catherine speaks with flower girls at Rideau Hall on June 30.

    Right: The Duke and Duchess stand with Prime Minister Harper and his wife.

  


  
    William and Catherine were clearly working hard and doing their best to make a good impression, and they were off to a grand start.



    The next day, on the nation’s birthday, they would take part in a swearing-in ceremony for new Canadians and were scheduled to be on Parliament Hill for the biggest birthday bash Ottawa would ever see. Hundreds of thousands of people were expected to arrive from all over southern Ontario for the noontime show.


    Little Maria Aragon, who astonished Lady Gaga with her version of “Born This Way,” would sing the national anthem, and Great Big Sea and the Sam Roberts Band were also slated to perform.


    One thing was certain. It would be a royal treat.

  




End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   
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