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  (YET) MORE REVIEWS OF


  THE TIMEWASTER LETTERS


  ‘Comic genius’


  JAMES DELINGPOLE, Mail on Sunday


  ‘Not many books have me laughing out loud, shouting “F**k off!” in disbelief. This one did’


  MARTIN FREEMAN, The Office, The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy


  ‘A hilarious collection’


  Daily Telegraph


  ‘There’s nothing I can write that will convey, in any sense, quite how funny this book is’


  SALLY PHILLIPS, Smack the Pony


  ‘Last night I randomly read four of Robin Cooper’s letters. Three made me laugh out loud. I showed them to my wife, who laughed out loud too, and she never laughs out loud’


  JON RONSON, author of Them: Adventures with Extremists


  ‘I took the manuscript into the lavatory... So engrossing and funny was the collection, I remained in the toilet for an entire hour. I believe my neighbours may now consider me strange, because of the peals of loud raucous laughter emanating from my “little boy’s room”. It is truly brilliant’


  SIMON PEGG, Spaced, Shaun of the Dead


  ‘So funny, the only place you can read it without drawing looks of annoyance from anyone is a big huge empty field’


  GRAHAM LINEHAN, co-creator, Father Ted


  ‘I found myself all alone laughing out loud at a bunch of letters from someone that didn’t exist, to someone I had never heard of. Disconcerting. But that’s the price you pay for reading this ridiculously funny book’


  DAISY DONOVAN, Daisy Daisy


  ‘I have WASTED two hours this morning weeing myself in hysterics at the book... it’s completely brilliant’


  STEPHANIE MERRITT, Deputy Editor, Books, Observer


  ‘Robin Cooper is an epistolarian genius. Dark and bitter like the best chocolate, but much, much, much funnier than chocolate (Bournville excepted). Hilarious’


  VICTOR LEWIS-SMITH, columnist, Daily Mirror


  ‘A masterful compendium of the ridiculous’


  TIM MOORE, author of Do Not Pass Go and Spanish Steps


  ‘Mercilessly tickles your brain till your mouth laughs aloud’


  CHARLIE BROOKER, author of TV Go Home


  ‘Brilliantly silly. Hysterically funny. I laughed louder with every page. Now my larynx is in tatters’


  SARAH ALEXANDER, Coupling


  ‘Hilarious, ridiculous. I woke up laughing in the middle of the night at it’


  PETER BAYNHAM, co-writer, I’m Alan Partridge


  ‘Ha ha ha ha ha ha (inhale) ha ha ha ha ha!!!’


  PETER SERAFINOWICZ, Shaun of the Dead


  ‘A complete waste of my time – bring back hanging!’


  PETER RICHARDSON, writer/director, The Comic Strip Presents...


  So who is Robin Cooper?


  Spoon collector, wasp expert, professional fish fryer and inventor of the peanut suit, Robin Cooper is all of these things, it just depends to whom he’s writing...


  Robin Cooper might also be the pseudonym for Robert Popper. Robert is a BAFTA-nominated writer and television producer, and co-creator of BBC2’s hit comedy series, Look Around You.
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  Robin Cooper


  Brondesbury Villas


  London


  Windrush Mill Garden Catalogue


  Ryan House


  Grove Street


  Cheltenham


  Glos


  GL50 3LZ


  6th April 1999


  Dear Sir/Madam,


  I was recently sent a copy of your Quality Garden Catalogue (Spring 99), and I'd like to congratulate you on such a fine brochure.


  I have worked as a landscape gardener for 15 years and have never seen such a fine array of items to perk up the garden. Well done!


  You may be interested to know that I design garden-related products. I have an entire range of scarecrows made entirely from beef. They are based on Roman themes, such as 'The Storming of Thebes' and 'Brutus Avenged'. I wonder if you would be interested in looking at the designs to put in your new catalogue.


  I look forward to your reply, and once again, bravo!


  Best wishes,
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  Robin Cooper
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  Robin Cooper


  Brondesbury Villas


  London


  


  15th April 99


  Dear Robin


  My name is Emma Hutt and I am Johnnie Vizor's assistant at Windrush Mill. He has asked me to write to you to thank you for your letter and compliments. We would be very interested to see the scarcrows made of beef(?). Please send details of the products to the above address including any pictures and the cost prices.


  I look forward to hearing from you.


  With regards.
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  Emma Hutt


  Buying assistant


  


  Robin Cooper


  Brondesbury Villas


  London


  Emma Hutt


  Windrush Mill Garden Catalogue


  Ryan House


  Grove Street


  Cheltenham


  Glos


  GL50 3LZ


  20th April 1999


  Dear Emma,


  Many thanks for your letter of the 15th April 1999.


  I was delighted that you wrote back to me (on behalf of Johnnie Vizor).


  As requested I am enclosing copies of my latest designs for my scarecrows, based on Roman themes. They can currently be seen in my front garden, should you care to visit.


  I was a bit confused when you mentioned that my designs were made of 'beef'. I can only assume I made a spelling mistake on the machine. It should of course have read 'beel'.


  For your interest, each model is priced at £21.99.


  I look forward to hearing what you think of my designs, and would like to, once again, congratulate you on your magnificent brochure.


  Yours sincerely,
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  Robin Cooper


  


  [image: ]


  [image: ]


  [image: ]


  


  [image: ]


  Robin Cooper


  Brondesbury Villas


  London


  26th April 99


  Dear Robin


  Thank you for your letter and designs for the beel scarecrows. We are at present looking at the Spring/Summer 2000 range but after long consideration we feel this product is not suitable on this occasion.


  Thank you for taking the time to send us details of your products and please bear us in mind with any new products.


  With regards
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  Emma Hutt


  


  Robin Cooper


  Brondesbury Villas


  London


  Emma Hutt


  Windrush Mill Garden Catalogue


  Ryan House


  Grove Street


  Cheltenham


  Glos


  GLSO 3LZ


  27th April 1999


  Dear Emma,


  Many thanks for your letter. I was disappointed that you have decided not to go with my scarecrows - but not as disappointed as they will be when I tell them!


  You kindly mentioned that I should bear you in mind with any new products I may have. Well, I have recently been working on a new design, which I refer to as The Taupendulator, (drawings enclosed).


  Like my scarecrows, The Taupendulator is designed to ward off garden birds and gulls. It's once again based on Roman themes, and you'll notice that it hearkens back to the days of Cassius, Dementicles and Julius of Thane.


  The principle of The Taupendulator is quite simple. The product sits in the flower bed or vegetable patch, held down with rope. The opening is filled with a syrup (based on my own recipe - a mixture of camphor, petrol, iodine and cream) and left to stand for 24 hours. After this period, birds become naturally attracted to the odour, and fly in to investigate.


  The Taupendulator works in a similar way to the Venus Fly Trap. Birds which rest on the 'lip' of the device trigger a set of springs inside, causing the 'mouth' of the product to clamp shut on the bird. The bird is then totally immersed in the syrup, which acts much like any quick-setting glue. Within 10-15 minutes the bird is completely immobilised, and can be disposed of (bag supplied).


  I am sure The Taupendulator is something that would fit nicely in your excellent garden catalogue, and feel confident it could really catch on. I hope you enjoy my designs, and look forward to hearing from you.


  With very best wishes,
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  Robin Cooper
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  Robin Cooper


  Brondesbury Villas


  London


  


  29th April 99


  Dear Robin


  Thank you for your letter and diagram. We regard ourselves as a bird friendly catalogue and feel that this product is particularly cruel to birds and thus in no way suitable to be considered for selection.


  With regards


  Emma Hutt
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    Robin Cooper


    Brondesbury Villas


    London


    Sue Unstead


    Commissioning Editor for Childrens' Books


    Dorling Kindersley


    9 Henrietta Street


    London WC2E 8PS


    30th April 1999


    Dear Sue,


    The other day, my youngest daughter, Lisa, looked up to me and said, "Daddy, does television really rot the soul?"


    Lisa is only nine.


    I think you can see what I'm getting at. Where is the world going that a nine-year old child should consider the potential for mind-dilution, caused by the so-called 'harmless' box in the corner (of the living room)?


    That's why I have decided to write a book. It's called Kelly Telly and his Smelly Belly.


    It's a children's book all about a television set called Kelly. The belly I refer to is the screen, and the reason it's 'smelly' is because it pumps out spurious filth dressed up as 'entertainment', destined for our children's eyes. It's basically a satire on the Me­-Have-It-All-Remote-Control-TV-Times-Intanet-Generation.


    I have some drawings of the characters, who include Kelly Telly, Lorna Duck and Sammy Hagar the local butcher.


    I would love to send my sketches to you, as I feel the time is right for Kelly Telly and his Smelly Belly. I have already written 20 books in my life.


    I look forward to hearing from you.


    Fingers crossed.


    Yours sincerely,
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    Robin Cooper
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    Robin Cooper


    Brondesbury Villas


    London


    04/05/99


    Dear Robin


    Thank you so much for your letter of 30th April and your proposal for a book entitled Kelly Telly and his Smelly Belly.


    Unfortunately, we don't think that the idea fits into our publishing list at the moment. However, I wish you every success with your book.


    Thank you for thinking of Dorling Kindersley.


    Yours sincerely,
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    Sue Unstead


    Category Publisher


    


    Dorling Kindersley Limited


    9 HENRIETTA STREET, COVENT GARDEN, LONDON WC2E 8PS


    VAT number: 429 5337 34 • Registered in England no: 1177822 • Registered office: 9 Henrietta Street, London WC2E BPS
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    Robin Cooper


    Brondesbury Villas


    London


    Sue Unstead


    Commissioning Editor for Childrens' Books


    Dorling Kindersley


    9 Henrietta Street


    London WC2E 8PS


    7th May 1999


    Dear Sue,


    Many thanks for your letter of the 4th May about my proposed book, Kelly Telly and his Smelly Belly. You're right. I read it again and it's not very good.


    THAT IS WHY I HAVE DECIDED TO PUT MY BOOK THROUGH THE SHREDDER. TONIGHT AT 9PM.


    Anyway, I have another book to propose to you. It's called Stanislav Humtovsky - the Sad Bureaucrat. It's a tale of a Czech bookkeeper who is constantly bullied for his lack of personal hygiene. I think it has all the makings of a hit.


    Here's an extract:


    The wind tore through Proszca Square. Stanilslav Humtovsky buttoned up his coat and took a swig from his hip flask.


    'Curse them!' He railed. 'Curse them all! Damn them to high heaven. Ignorant Prosznovski.'


    A cat, its face twisted in hunger, scurried after a beetle amongst the city dustbins.


    'Dirty beast! Filthy rag!'


    Humtovsky leapt after it, squashing its tail underfoot. With a pained squeal and a flash of sharpened claws, the cat lunged at Humtovsky's ankles.


    'Damned vermin!'


    Humtovsky knelt down to examine the wound. Warm blood trickled between his fingers onto his shoe. Somewhere a radio played 'Little Olga', a woman laughed, and an old man coughed and cleared his throat.


    I'd love to know if Stanislav Humtovsky - the Sad Bureaucrat is the type of book you are looking for (it does have a happy ending). I look forward to hearing from you.


    With very best wishes,
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    Robin Cooper
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    Robin Cooper


    Brondesbury Villas


    London


    10/05/99


    Dear Robin


    Thank you for your letter of 7 May. I hope you didn't really put Kelly Telly and his Smelly Belly through the shredder. All creative work should be cherished, and you may have found luck with another publisher.


    However, I would like to have a look at Stanislav Humtovsky - the Sad Bureaucrat. It is very difficult to grasp a picture of the book with such a small extract, and so I would like to see the full text if possible. When I have had a better look at the text I will be able to judge if it is suitable for Dorling Kindersley.


    Thank you again for sending your ideas to Dorling Kindersley.


    Yours sincerely,
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    Clare Lister


    Editorial Co-ordinator


    



    Dorling Kindersley Limited


    9 HENRIETTA STREET, COVENT GARDEN, LONDON WC2E 8PS


    VAT number: 429 5337 34 • Registered in England no: 1177822 • Registered office: 9 Henrietta Street, London WC2E BPS


    


    Robin Cooper


    Brondesbury Villas


    London


    Clare Lister


    Editorial Co-ordinator


    Dorling Kindersley


    9 Henrietta Street


    London WC2E 8PS


    26th May 1999


    Dear Clare,


    KAPOW! Sue Unstead has changed into Clare Lister!


    It's nice to make your acquaintance and thank you for your letter.


    I'm sad to say that I did go ahead with my plans and I shredded my book, Kelly Belly and his Smelly Belly. I did it in the garage, and I felt physically sick afterwards.


    You wrote asking to see my latest children's book, Stanislav Humtovsky - the Sad Bureaucrat. Please don't be cross with me Clare. I shredded that one as well. I don't know why I did it - maybe I'm just a perfectionist?


    Anyway, I have another book which is aimed at the 9-12 year old market. It's a pop-up book based on the life of the inventor, William Stanley Jr (1858-1916). It's called William Stanley Jr (1858-1916), Inventor.


    As you may know, Stanley invented the induction coil, a device which has provided lighting for countless homes and offices all over the world. I bet Dorling Kindersley owe Stanley a bob or two!!!


    My book covers his work with metal plating, alternating current and transformers. It also delves into his, at times difficult, personal life, and my account of Stanley's first marriage goes into very great detail.


    I have a terrific feeling about this book - I just know the kids are gonna love it!


    Would you like me to send you some samples? I'd hate to have to put William Stanley Jr (1858-1916), Inventor through the shredder.


    I look forward to hearing from you.


    Best wishes,
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    Robin Cooper
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    Robin Cooper


    Brondesbury Villas


    London


    28/05/99


    Dear Robin


    Thank you very much for your letter of 26 May. It was very nice to hear from you again, although disappointing that you hadn't sent Stanislav Humtovsky - the Sad Bureaucrat. I was looking forward to reading it.


    Your new idea sounds very interesting. However, I am not sure if 9-12 year olds would be interested in William Stanley Jr's first marriage. Some of the intimate details may be too old for this age group. However, I am loathe to criticise in case you shred this too.


    Perhaps you can send me some of your text so that I could look through it.


    Thank you again for writing to us, and for sharing your ideas with us. I look forward to hearing from you.


    Yours sincerely,
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    Clare Lister


    Editorial Co-ordinator


    


    Dorling Kindersley Limited


    9 HENRIETTA STREET, COVENT GARDEN, LONDON WC2E 8PS


    VAT number: 429 5337 34 • Registered in England no: 1177822 • Registered office: 9 Henrietta Street, London WC2E BPS


    


    Robin Cooper


    Brondesbury Villas


    London


    Clare Lister


    Editorial Co-ordinator


    Dorling Kindersley


    9 Henrietta Street


    London WC2E 8PS


    8th June 1999


    Dear Clare,


    Thank you for your letter of 28th May. I'm sorry I've taken so long to get back to you - I've been building a shed in the garden and it's taken up most of my time (and nearly put my back out!!!!!!!!!!).


    I am enclosing, as requested, a sample of text from William Stanley Jr (1858-1916), Inventor.


    You shed some doubts about its SUITABILITY for the age group (kids 9-12 year olds). I think it has enough excitement to really 'reel in' the kids (9-12).


    Have a read, and tell me what you think.


    Will you publish it Clare???


    Best wishes,
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    Robin Cooper


    


    EXTRACT FROM:


    'WILLIAM STANLEY JR (1858-1916), INVENTOR'


    WRITTEN BY ROBIN COOPER


    CHAPTER THREE


    William Stanley Jr woke with a shudder. The pain in the head of the inventor of the induction coil had refused to budge. He felt as if a parrot had laid its eggs inside his brain, then squawked a message of hatred at the top of its shrill, rasping voice.


    'What a night,' he said, 'What a terrible, terrible night.'

    Helen rolled over in her sleep. A dreadful thought came over Stanley. A thought so dark, so full of brooding menace, that it threatened to pour like thick, black treacle from the ceiling. It threatened to sully the early morning with its stubborn, stretching, stain.


    'Wake up! Wake up!' he yelled, 'I know who murdered the priest!'


    Helen didn't stir. Stanley, whose invention had provided electric light to thousands of office workers up and down the country, frowned.


    'Wake up wife! Wake up I tell you! I have my proof!'


    There was something about Helen's silence, the fact that her eyes were open, yet her body was still, that said something was not right. Stanley - the man whose very work had literally lit up people's lives - peered gingerly over at his new wife.


    'Lord help me. She's dead.'


    The police came a-knocking at midday.


    'Open up!' they barked like a pack of hungry wolves with supper on their minds.


    'I'm coming,' said Stanley. Stanley pulled on his bedclothes, clambered over his wife's limp body, and walked to the door.


    'Open up will you!'


    Master of the transformer, William Stanley Jr, unlocked the door. The click of its metal locks sounded like a million crickets in a field of dry wheat and barley.


    In the landing stood Huntley and Breech, pride of the police department.


    'We want a word with you,' said Huntley.


    'I'm glad you came,' smiled Stanley, peeling a peach with a small, carving knife.


    © Robin Cooper 1999
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    Robin Cooper


    Brondesbury Villas


    London


    28/05/99


    Dear Robin


    Thank you for your letter of 8 June, and apologies for my late response. It has been very busy here.


    I'm very sorry to hear that you have been working so tremendously hard in the garden. I do hope your back is okay.


    I have read the extract you sent in from William Stanley Jr, Inventor, and although I did laugh and enjoy it very much, I do feel that it is a little too weird for us to publish. Perhaps this is because the extract was out of context. In future I suggest you send in a larger extract so that I can really understand what part of the story you have included.


    Although I feel that this is not suitable for us at this time, I do NOT suggest you shred this material. Why not try sending your writing to another publisher? What doesn't suit us might very well suit them.


    In the meantime, thank you for sending us your writing and ideas at Dorling Kindersley, and I look forward to hearing from you again.


    Best wishes,
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    Clare Lister


    Editorial Co-ordinator


    


    Dorling Kindersley Limited


    9 HENRIETTA STREET, COVENT GARDEN, LONDON WC2E 8PS


    VAT number: 429 5337 34 • Registered in England no: 1177822 • Registered office: 9 Henrietta Street, London WC2E BPS


    


    Robin Cooper


    Brondesbury Villas


    London


    Clare Lister


    Editorial Co-ordinator


    Dorling Kindersley


    9 Henrietta Street


    London WC2E 8PS


    30th June 1999


    Dear Clare,


    Greetings along with many thanks for your letter.


    Have you invented the Time Machine? I ask this because your response to my letter was dated 28th May, whereas my letter was sent to you on 8th June. I can only assume you either leapt back in time or are completely psychic!!!!!!


    Anyway, I am sorry to learn that William Stanley Jr (1858-1916), Inventor, didn't do it for you. Perhaps I should have sent you the bit when he actually invented the induction coil.


    I take your advice about sending my writing elsewhere, but I want to keep sending your company IDEAS, as I believe we have built up a good working relationship so far.


    So, I have a new idea for the Kids (or 'The Kidz' as they all call them these days). It's a trilogy called Mrs Mallett and Her Catty. It's all about an elderly woman (she's 108) and the adventures of her magic cat, Catty. Catty can not only talk, but can sew as well. Each episode features Catty sewing or making an embroidery of an imaginary world. Catty tries to get Mrs Mallett to enter the mystical world with her, but sadly Mrs Mallett is infirm and has to stay at home.


    Catty embarks on a series of amazing journeys all on her own:


    Book One: Catty and Dr Finch:


    Catty knits a woollen world where speech is forbidden and children are forced to live in caves. The whole place is run by the evil Dr Finch. In the end Catty defeats Dr Finch by letting him suckle on her until he falls asleep. Catty then burns Dr Finch in front of the villagers.


    Book Two: Catty and Finbaloid:


    Catty weaves a pattern of an underwater world and then goes there. She meets the evil Finbaloid, a two-headed man who has the world at ransom because he has the most amount of nuclear energy ever. In the end Catty gets Finbaloid to suckle and whilst Finbaloid is sleeping, Catty burns him.


    Book Three: Catty and Catty Mark II:


    A robot Catty (Catty II) has been made and Catty (I) is not happy. Catty (I) gets Catty II to suckle on her and whilst Catty ll is fast asleep, Catty (I) burns her. There is a good twist at the end in which all the baddies (Dr Finch and Finbaloid) come back with anger in their eyes...


    I have included a picture of Catty here. I hope you like the idea.
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    I look forward to hearing from you soon. Best wishes,
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    Robin Cooper
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    Robin Cooper


    Brondesbury Villas


    London


    19/07/99


    Dear Robin


    Thank you for your letter of 30 June. I haven't invented the Time Machine, but I seem to have dated some of my letters wrongly. Many apologies for this.


    I was most amused by your latest idea called Mrs Mallett and Her Catty. The trilogy sounds fantastic but I am worried about a couple of points. Firstly the idea of the 'baddies' suckling on Catty is a slightly disturbing image, which I think would be unsuitable for a children's book. In publishing we do have to be careful which ideas we put into a child's mind.


    I also think that the idea of the robot Catty in the third of the stories is good but one I have seen before, perhaps in Superman?


    Overall I was impressed with the stories, but feel they need more development and thought. Mrs Mallett sounds like a terrific character. Perhaps she deserves more of a role.


    Your drawing of Catty gave me a good idea of the cat, but I would suggest that you leave the illustrations to an illustrator.


    Many thanks again for your ideas and thoughts.


    Best wishes,


    [image: ]


    Clare Lister


    Editorial Co-ordinator


    


    Dorling Kindersley Limited


    9 HENRIETTA STREET, COVENT GARDEN, LONDON WC2E 8PS


    VAT number: 429 5337 34 • Registered in England no: 1177822 • Registered office: 9 Henrietta Street, London WC2E BPS


    


    Robin Cooper


    Brondesbury Villas


    London


    Clare Lister


    Editorial Co-ordinator


    Dorling Kindersley


    9 Henrietta Street


    London WC2E 8PS


    3rd August 1999


    Dear Clare,


    Thank you for your reply to my letter about Mrs Mallett and Her Catty. I was heartened (pleased) by your generally favourable comments about it.


    OK, so you're not convinced it is the ONE for you. Well, believe it or not, I do have another idea for a great book for all the kids out there - and adults if they choose to read it !!!!!


    It's called Guntaarsyan Hip-Lun-Mivvin & Mr Taylor. It's all about the antics of a self­replicating moth (Guntaarsyan Hip-Lun-Mivvin) and his survivalist master (Mr Taylor).


    Mr Taylor takes Guntaarsyan Hip-Lun-Mivvin on holiday (Centreparks). Unfortunately Guntaarsyan Hip-Lun-Mivvin falls in the pool and swallows some chlorine. This has the side effect of making him immediately self-replicate, and soon the pool area is full of thousands and thousands of Guntaarsyan Hip-Lun-Mivvins. Mr Taylor has to convince the manager not to have his Guntaarsyan Hip-Lun-Mivvins exterminated.


    But will he (Mr Taylor) succeed?...


    I plan to make Guntaarsyan Hip-Lun-Mivvin & Mr Taylor in the form of a POP UP book for extra 3D interactive effect. Perhaps we could also include a CD Rom that tells children all about moths (their habitat, feeding etc.). Maybe we could get sponsorship from Centreparks to fund this book.


    Do you want me to phone Centreparks or would it be best if you did it?


    I look forward to hearing from you.


    Best wishes,
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    Robin Cooper
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    Robin Cooper


    Brondesbury Villas


    London


    13/08/99


    Dear Robin


    Thank you for your letter of 3 August. I am impressed at the quick turnover of ideas that you seem to possess for children's books. However, I do feel that you should perhaps pick your best idea and try to improve on that with greater attention to detail, rather than flitting between ideas.


    Each individual book takes a great deal of work and time.


    Your latest idea, Guntaarsyan Hip-Lun-Mivvin and Mr Taylor, was even more weird and wonderful than the others. It did make me laugh and I can envisage it as a book, but I don't think that Dorling Kindersley are the right publishers for you. Our fiction department is quite small and tends to produce many licensed books. Therefore I would suggest that you purchase, or borrow from your local library, the Writer's and Artist's Yearbook published by A&C Black every year. I think that you will find this book very helpful as it outlines the publishing process in detail.


    Thank you again for sending in your ideas to us, and I do wish you every success in finding the right publisher for you.


    Best wishes,
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    Clare Lister


    Editorial Co-ordinator


    


    Dorling Kindersley Limited


    9 HENRIETTA STREET, COVENT GARDEN, LONDON WC2E 8PS


    VAT number: 429 5337 34 • Registered in England no: 1177822 • Registered office: 9 Henrietta Street, London WC2E BPS


    


    Robin Cooper


    Brondesbury Villas


    London


    Clare Lister


    Editorial Co-ordinator


    Dorling Kindersley


    9 Henrietta Street


    London WC2E 8PS


    17th August 1999


    Dear Clare,


    Thank you with all my heart for your reply on the 13th August to my letter which I sent to you on the 3rd August.


    My initial reaction was one of DELIGHT when you said "I (you) can envisage it (Guntaarsyan Hip-Lun-Mivvin & Mr Taylor) as a book", but my euphoria turned to DISTRESS when you added "I (you) don't think that Dorling Kindersley are the right publishers for you (me)".


    I shredded the entire work. It took one minute and twenty seconds to destroy three months work.


    Anyway, my wife told me not to give up, so I suggest a solution.I think it is time for us to set up a MEETING. I will bring along my 'Catalogue of Ideas' (there are 74 at my last count) and you can flick through the 'Catalogue' until you find the book you want to publish.


    The ideas range from factual tomes - 'One Hundred and Twenty Four Thousand Nine Hundred and Six Hundreds and Thousands' (A Brief History of Cake Decorations)' to religious works, 'Jason and Michelle Return to the Lord', as well as loads of brilliant ideas for children's books.


    Please write back with a date and time as I do not have a (tele)phone. Also, will it be alright for me to bring my dogs along as well?


    I look forward to hearing and then seeing from you.


    Best wishes,


    [image: ]


    Robin Cooper


    PS - I cannot make the 25th August as my wife is having her ankle x-rayed that day.


    


    Robin Cooper


    Brondesbury Villas


    London
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    Clare Lister


    Editorial Co-ordinator


    Dorling Kindersley


    9 Henrietta Street


    London WC2E 8PS


    9th September 1999


    Dear Clare,


    I trust that you are well.


    I haven't heard from you since my last letter. Are you OK?


    If you recall, we were trying to secure a MEETING so that you can really see my work in full.


    I look forward to your reply.


    Best wishes,


    [image: ]


    Robin Cooper
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    Robin Cooper


    Brondesbury Villas


    London


    13/08/99


    Dear Robin


    Thank you for your letters of 17 August and 9 September respectively, and my sincerest apologies for not having responded sooner. I have been inundated with letters and we have been extremely busy preparing for the Frankfurt Book Fair.


    In your letter of 17 August you demonstrated your perseverance and suggested a meeting. However, I really must reiterate that although your ideas do sound fabulous, Dorling Kindersley may not be the right forum for them. Our fiction department is small and we concentrate on licensed books such as Star Wars, Lego and Disney. I will speak again with my seniors in the fiction department, and I have copied our correspondence to them, but I do suggest you approach another children's publisher too.


    I will be in touch again should my seniors in the fiction department show interest.


    Until then, best of luck.


    Best wishes,


    [image: ]


    Clare Lister


    Editorial Co-ordinator


    


    [image: ]


    Dorling Kindersley Limited


    9 HENRIETTA STREET, COVENT GARDEN, LONDON WC2E 8PS


    VAT number: 429 5337 34 • Registered in England no: 1177822 • Registered office: 9 Henrietta Street, London WC2E BPS

  




End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   
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