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  Studio Learning and the Stage


  Actors are unconventional learners. They are hands-on, practical people, focused on performing what they learn. As they learn, they have a hard time sitting still; they move and make noises even when they are memorizing. They tend to distract themselves and each other in rehearsals. They can be truly deep thinkers, but what marks them is the gift of sympathy— physical identification and commitment of the spirit. They rehearse together and collaborate, so that what they learn they can realize together in performances.


  Good actors of any age are like children, learning quickly and deeply, and all children are like actors when they learn—moving, making noise, imitating, dreaming. It is no surprise that the most rambunctious school-children sometimes show real promise in the theater. This means that all schoolteachers, whatever subjects they teach, should pay special attention to the kind of learning that happens on stage. Actors and directors do not usually describe rehearsals in terms of teaching, because rehearsals and performances challenge the usual ideas about learning. For this same reason, any teacher can benefit from seeing how theater directors work when children’s theater succeeds.


  Wise theater directors understand that the performances they want from their actors really cannot be taught, at least not directly. In trying to get everything they can out of actors, directors know that performances come from within the actors themselves, and that their job is to derive or induce, not to impose. Setting a myth—and famous examples—aside, most good directors are not controlling. They use a virtue that might not be common enough in schoolteachers: trust in what the actor knows, can do, and wants to do. This does not mean they do not exert control, but ideally control is there in only a provisional way: “Today, we will drill this for the sake of that.” “Show me.” This kind of teaching means sharing authority and allowing some irony, as directors themselves have to stretch their talents, and they sometimes forget and make mistakes. This is the spirit that makes a studio, and the studio is an especially good place for children to learn.


  Studio learning is active and experimental in ways that most children find natural. Their first learning is everything at once—sights and sounds, language, each other, their families, stories, analyzed only afterward into parts. They enact characters in stories before they can read. They sing stories, put on costumes, and put on shows at home as they construct their own identities. They do not have illusions that are at risk or that prevent their making personal discoveries when they try things out. Children are “born actors”: “They delight in playing a king, a beggar, an elephant, a dog, a robber or a prince. Sometimes they act two or three roles at the same time. Their fancy is freer than that of any poet or any lover.” 1 They will explore themselves and the world around them imaginatively, every day, unless they are prevented.


  In the studio, these children can be asked to take chances, sometimes ones that would feel dangerous to them personally if they were not engaged in a character and a story. On the stage, they can lose their fears in “something bigger”:



  
    When I first joined Oyster River Players, I was very shy. It was hard for me to speak up during discussions, and the idea of acting on stage in front of a building full of people terrified me! What I learned was that you do not get rid of what scares you all at once. It happens over many experiences. At first you do improvisations in a small group, and then you go on to a small role in a play. I realized that even the littlest parts are important and have an impact on telling the story. Doing my roles well increased my confidence. I knew that I was involved in something bigger than me or anyone else in the troupe. (Pamela Benassi, ORP member)

  


  This kind of learning cannot be achieved alone. It takes members of the cast and crew working together through rehearsals to the show.


  The term “studio learning” is used by biomedical engineers, computer designers, and architects. What it means to all of them is an immediate, practical, applied kind of learning. Something is made collaboratively, and the process counts as much as the product. The atelier of Reggio Emilia, a compelling theory of learning for very young children in Italy, is usually translated “studio,” and the paradigm for atelier is the performing arts, where learning means doing with others. 2 This is the kind of learning we describe and encourage for young actors in this book.


  This image of a studio puts the emphasis on doing theater, and it applies in a natural way to children. What better way do they have to understand themselves and the world around them than by putting on roles and interacting in a story? The danger for young children is that their identities will narrow and become fixed. Instead, what needs to be allowed—even encouraged—is the natural tendency of children to play , so that every role on stage can be a personal discovery for even the youngest.
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  For children in theater, personal discoveries are usually made ensemble. In musicals, the great moments are the songs and dances that take up the stage. In the big musical numbers, even beginning students seem willing to stretch and surprise themselves because they are together.
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  Solo performers who are young are brave, but traditional roles can give them some security. Every Dorothy holding Toto, with the same braided hair, wears the same checked dress to sing the same song. The security of a classic role and story can enable young actors to make discoveries for themselves and for the audience.


  Whatever the role, first comes learning in the studio, and that takes high expectations, encouragement, and trust on the teacher’s part in the student’s interests and abilities. Ideally, the teacher’s role is not to lay down rules for students but to draw out feelings and understandings from within them. Teaching of this kind depends on a student’s confidence and initiative, which can be guided, if not trained, and focuses as much on the conditions as on the content of learning.


  Sometimes there is no performance and no audience at all. Take, for example, a dance class. First come stretches at the barre and on the floor. The difficult part is the attention the students have to pay to each moment: to do whole arcs of motion as a succession of movements. Then come several small dances (fancy, repetitive footwork at the barre and on the floor). Those at the barre get direct supervision, so everybody gets a kind of spotlight in turn. Now they do complex rhythms, even while they are holding themselves taut. This sometimes requires better concentration than the children pay to their learning anywhere, even though this lesson has no apparent content. The students are proud of what they achieve toward no single particular purpose.
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  In this way, teaching in the performing arts is not very different from coaching in sports. Compare actors in rehearsal (or musicians or painters in the teaching studio) with competitive swimmers doing practice laps in a pool. The swimmers receive instruction from the coach, but they are the ones who keep themselves afloat and in motion, trying out different techniques and getting stronger lap by lap. A good coach understands that learning happens within the swimmer, on the initiative of the swimmer. The conditions must be right, and the coach can shape the “curriculum” and so forth, but every bit of progress is to the swimmer’s credit. It is the same in the arts. In the end, teachers have no choice but to trust their students to interpret and perform. The master painter teaching in the studio might have a huge ego, but he knows the boundaries of the teacher’s role. Likewise, an effective stage director does not make the studio a schoolroom, because in the theater there is no doubt: learning happens only by the learners, and the teacher’s role is limited. This is to say, an effective teacher remains a student.



  
    There is no better way to know that someone trusts you than to be asked to teach something. The first time I really knew that I was trusted in ORP was when I was asked to teach “Blessed Be the Tie That Binds” to the rest of the choir in Our Town. All the other girls were older than I was, and they had been in ORP far longer. But I was the one who had been chosen to bring the little roll-up piano into the kitchen and teach the hymn.


    I underestimated myself that day. Every time I went to play the piano, I thought to myself, “Why am I doing this? Why not a high-schooler?” I wished I could play the piano better. I wished I knew the song better. I wished I knew the other girls better. I wished I was a better teacher.


    Having done all that we could do, the other girls and I climbed the steps back into the studio to sing for the teacher. I looked around at the others when we finished singing, nervous that what we learned would not be what she wanted to hear. But she smiled and turned to me: “OK. Good!” And I knew she meant it. One of the girls held up her hand for a high five, and I slapped it with pride. I had done it: helped the company to learn something that would affect the whole play. And that is the beauty of the company. Each and every person learns, and each and every person teaches. (Lydia Beller-McKenna, ORP member)

  


  This picture shows the accompanist now in the choir. She represents the principle that an effective children’s stage director does not make the studio a schoolroom, because in the theater there is no doubt: learning happens only by the learners, and the teacher’s role is limited.


  The teacher plays a limited role, and yet this kind of learning depends to a great degree on the student’s trust in the teacher. For a young student-actor to take the chance of exposing emotions, the teacher-director must provide a feeling of safety. This does not mean control on the teacher’s part. What it means is that the student is allowed to make mistakes and even to reveal hard truths. There may be unself-conscious years in a child’s development, but everyone, at every age, needs to feel safe in order to take risks.
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  That is why the operations of a children’s theater company—in the studio and on stage—are based on trust.


  “Everyone” includes the teacher. To model this behavior, the teacher puts herself on something of a par with the students, not giving over her authority and responsibility but acknowledging her limitations and even her foibles. The teacher is part of the studio, and like all the students, she respects the others in the company. Her authority is, in one way or another, given back to her by her students trusting every day, so that she can make the studio safe and everyone can have the confidence to interpret and perform. As the studio is for the most part safe from hurts of pride, students will take chances. When they fail (as they will, sometimes) they do not feel so defeated.


  Of course, some children have more experience or aptitude than others do. It is possible to draw a scale on which student-actors can be sorted out by their experience or by the thresholds they cross as they are learning. First comes the crisis of performing at all. Something enables new students to put themselves on stage when they are afraid even to learn their lines and movements, much less to be watched. Most survive. In this theater company, the door stays open and students know that they will get some part in the show if they stay this time and come back. In a later phase, after they are past the worry of memorizing lines and getting them out on time, they become interested in the audience. During the show, even when they are upstage and have no lines, they are determined to be noticed; when they do speak or move, it will be for effect. (In this stage of life, they will do anything for effect.) Finally, actors become part of the whole play. Their characters exist in relation to other characters, and their speeches are made meaningful by the broader context. Their roles have become less constrained and more complete. As they leave the studio for the stage, they have achieved the freedom to perform.
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  In the view of many schoolteachers and educationists, this account of studio learning and children’s theater claims too much. In their view, young children cannot appreciate, much less perform, true theater. There might be exceptions, they would say, but the qualification should be set somewhere in the teen years at the earliest. 3 From that standpoint, the demands of a stage performance cannot be met by children and will be stressful, if not harmful, if imposed on them. There might be kinds of acting possible for children—upstage, silent, and still—but in that view, true independent acting requires physical and emotional maturity that children do not have. Some very strong proponents of theater for audiences of children—who see great value in theater for children—say that we should keep children off the stage altogether.



  This book puts children on the stage and adults in the audience. But there are several steps between theater for children and theater by children, and all of these steps are sometimes called “children’s theater.” Comparing them makes our subject clearer.


  First, we can set aside certain theories of child development that use the terms “children’s theater” and “role-playing” as abstractions to describe socializing and maturing. These theories have no real connection with theater production. They begin with the idea that life for young children is like playacting and then use the terminology of theater to explain child development. Our interests are simpler; we are interested in the different ways children are involved in theater.


  THEATER FOR YOUTH OR THEATER FOR YOUNG AUDIENCES



  The terms “theater for youth” and “theater for young audiences” are used to describe plays performed by adults for children. The impulse behind this kind of theater is a natural one. There was never a time when adults did not play for children, encouraging and enjoying their responses. The profession of acting for children is worldwide in scope, and in every culture it has its own history and traditions.


  In the United States, theater for children is supported by advanced academic programs with library archives and sophisticated touring companies. Brigham Young University offers an academic degree and a theater company that trains actors and directors to perform before young audiences, and the company tours nationally and internationally, recently to Southeast Asia, Yugoslavia, and Austria, performing for more than eighteen thousand children. The Theatre Education Database (TEDb) hosted by the BYU Department of Theatre and Media Arts enables teachers at every level around the world to communicate about curriculum and lesson plans. Arizona State University and the University of Wisconsin at Madison both offer doctoral degrees with specializations in theater for youth, and the ASU Child Drama Collection is “the largest American repository of manuscript materials and books documenting the history of theatre for youth throughout the world.” 4 A site maintained on the Web by the University of Washington Libraries 5 identifies fifty-four such programs in American colleges and universities.


  The size and extent of theater for children can be documented with statistics from the International Association of Theater for Children and Young People (ASSITEJ; called “Theater for Young Audiences” in the United States). In addition to supporting theater companies dedicated to young audiences, its mission is international exchange among eighty-one theater centers worldwide. This mission is a noble one, educating children and, as they say, even serving the cause of peace:



  
    Since the theatrical art is a universal expression of mankind and possesses the influence and power to link large groups of the world’s people in the service of peace, and considering the role theatre can play the education of younger generations, an autonomous international organization has been formed.6

  


  The Children’s Theater Foundation of America, which has been allied with ASSITEJ, serves this same cause.



  Most of the scripts performed by adult companies for child audiences are original, written or adapted from traditional stories by contemporary authors and composers. Advertisements for commercial sources of scripts are easy to find on the Internet. Maurice Sendak, among the best-known authors of children’s stories, has produced a whole book of play scripts for young audiences, for example. 7 Different versions of the same stories are often adapted or rewritten for new audiences of children.


  The printed literature and Web sites that identify most of these companies do not usually include “mission statements” because few of them feel called upon to explain or justify themselves. But many do include a sales pitch; they are self-supporting and on tour. To succeed, they have to delight their audiences of children—and they do.

  



  READER’S THEATER



  In reader’s theater, children do speak, but usually sitting in place. No teacher-director is needed, and there is no “production” at all. The studio is a classroom, where students either improvise from a scenario or read a script, not for an outside audience but for themselves. The focus is on the lessons students can learn about life as they respond with drama to a narrative situation:



  
    Reader’s theatre is a valuable tool for any classroom. It allows students to take virtually any piece of literature, analyse it and adapt it into a script. This script is then performed with a minimum of preparation, props or scenery. Reader’s theatre is often defined by what it is not—no memorizing, no props, no costumes, no sets. All this makes reader’s theatre wonderfully convenient. Still, convenience is not its chief asset. . . . Reader’s theatre frees the performers and the audience from the physical limitations of conventional theater, letting the imagination soar.8

  


  For this purpose, full-scale theater productions are useless, and, if anything, they tie the story down. In reader’s theater, with no audience at all, expenses are saved, and the idea is that students can focus on something besides memorizing.


  This kind of theater is effective for “increasing reading fluency and sight-word vocabulary, improving reading comprehension, providing opportunities to interpret dialogue and communicate meaning, and increasing awareness and appreciation of plays as a form of literature.” 9 What more important element can there be in the education of children than learning to read and interpret stories? But the subject of this book is a different one: children reading and appreciating drama in the studio and also performing plays.


  CREATIVE DRAMATICS



  Creative dramatics is its own distinct form of theater, performed by children, with stories, characters, and themes written or revised for audiences of children, if there are audiences at all. The purpose of such plays is clear in the form they take. They are dominated by familiar themes and are usually moralistic, even didactic. The child actors rehearse not to perform so much as to exercise intellectual and emotional skills, and to mature: “Creative drama is dramatic activities which have the experience of the participants as the goal. This differs from theatre classes in which preparation for a performance is the objective.” 10 Usually these exercises require no costumes, makeup, or scenery, and the script or scenario is only a format, to be adapted by the teacher, who is both the director and the primary audience. Children are let in on decisions about the performance, and they are taught to work on the quality of what they produce. But the production is only instrumental, and its value is to the performers.


  The first proponent of creative dramatics was Winifred Ward. Early in her career, she learned about child performers and audiences of children by taking her School of Speech students to elementary schools. She founded creative dramatics as a theatrical enactment without scripts: “[I]nstead of memorizing set speeches and acting parts in the way the teacher directs, the children develop plays out of their own thoughts and imaginations and emotions.”


  From this standpoint, while drama is informed by the practices of theater, it is valued mainly as a learning medium, and it is governed and validated through criteria other than aesthetics or performing skill. The script and even the scenario are secondary, and the characters and story can change along the way. Behind the looseness of these plays is a strong overriding purpose: “The child should be an active part of this process, not a passive observer. Observation is something they learn through other media. By doing, they are truly learning. Through performative acts, children can learn anything; imagine anything; change everything.” 11 This emphasis on the performers and what they gain is part of “studio learning,” as we use the term. But here there is no studio, and the drama is not “learned” for the sake of performances.


  Creative dramatics is a movement in education that began as early as in the 1920s and continues in printed literature and in advanced-level education programs. It has boosted interest in the subject of children’s acting, but as a method of learning and performing it is tangential in this book and will be brought in mainly for comparisons.


  APPLIED THEATER



  “Applied children’s theater,” as a technical term, refers to theater with social and psychological as well as educational purposes: “social drama (such as Theatre of the Oppressed), therapeutic applications of drama, drama for building a sense of community, and so forth. The term only emerged in the early 1990s or thereabouts, and continues to be defined.” 12 The idea is that theater can change people both on stage and in the audience, and that children can be part of this process.


  A program called ACT OUT!—conducted in Germany, Austria, Peru, Mexico, Colombia, and China—offers “theater of life for street kids” as “a way of de-traumatizing their lives.” Theater helps young people express their feelings personally and in groups, recognizing and objectifying their lives: “They love to act their stories when they have space to exaggerate and when they can really bring out their emotions without anyone criticizing them.” 13 The same stories represent different perspectives, all of them including humor. The basis of this program is the Galli Method, by which spontaneous role-playing is used as the basis for conflict resolution and personal development. 14


  There is no doubt that the personal powers of theater can have a deep effect on children:



  
    [D]ramatic play is the “work” of childhood, and it is the precursor to higher cognitive and psychological functioning. However, when there are emotional, developmental, or behavioral issues at play, this natural, intrinsic process may become stalled. Children with these issues, whether they be transient due to outside forces (i.e., divorce, death, difficulties at school) or long term (due to a developmental or mental disability) need a structured, goal-oriented approach to help them. Drama therapy offers this structure, and is a natural, fun way for a child to work through issues and find resolution.15

  


  The idea of drama therapy is an insight into how every play works, and we can apply it more broadly than to the clinic. Children do not need “issues” to benefit from engaging in characters, enacting stories, and affecting an audience. We can take this description of drama therapy as a tribute to the power of theater—and hold that idea aside, for our purposes in this book.


  CHILDREN’S THEATER OR YOUTH THEATER



  Here is the subject of this book: children’s theater or “youth theater,” as it is called in England, in which children perform and an audience enjoys the play. It requires a stage and a script, sometimes a score and choreography, and usually costumes, makeup, lights, and sound. It can be turned to many special purposes on behalf of children, like remediation, personal and social therapy, and instruction in literature, history, language, and speech. But these purposes are secondary, from the standpoint of this book. Here we watch children learning in the studio and performing on stage, and we applaud.


  What we call “children’s theater” is sometimes disparaged. In a book on theater for child audiences, Moses Goldberg offers the term “recreational drama” for productions by children. In his view, we should not call them “theater” at all, because in children’s productions, “the development and experience of the performers is more important than the aesthetic enjoyment of the audience.” 16 He believes that we should not expect or demand too much of children on stage—but sincerely he means no slight, as he defines the term “recreation” grandly, as “an activity that re-creates the self.” (By this definition, adults should call their own best plays “recreational”!)


  Lowell Swortzell published a monumental, worldwide survey of theater companies that involve children. He distinguishes between “children’s theatre” and “educational theatre,” but either way, in his view, when children perform on stage it is for their education, not for the entertainment of the audience. His introduction sketches a history of theater for and by children, and he shows that children have produced professional plays in the past—and notably, in different cultures (see chapters 2 and 4 in this book). But he ties the future to ASSITEJ, dedicated to theater for young audiences . 17 The bulk of his book is lists of adult companies performing for audiences of children, organized by countries around the world, and in these lists companies with child actors are almost altogether excluded. The section on the United States mentions only a single “exceptional” company of children on stage, which went out of existence in the late fifties. 18


  Our focus is on companies of children. The studio and the stage where they learn and perform drama can be immensely important places in their lives. We have seen that theater gives them whatever they are willing to take: abilities in voice and movement; powers of sensitivity, reflection, and expression; concepts of human character and moral judgment; the capacity to enjoy and learn from stories; and more. The youngest children exercise and refine these abilities as they undertake a play, learning their scripts and blocking, practicing, and performing.


  Moving from the studio to the stage, trust extends, and they offer these skills and insights to the audience (including proud parents and friends). And what they create, when they succeed, is in fact the art of drama.


  Now that we have the children on stage, in the next chapter, our focus shifts from learning to the production itself: the history of children’s theater companies in different cultures and the support they get from children’s theater associations.
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  NOTES



  
    	Balawanta Gāragī, Theatre in India (New York: Theatre Arts Books, 1962),213.



    	See Lella Gandini, Lynn Hill, Louise Caldwell, and Charles Schwall, eds., In the Spirit of the Studio: Learning from the Atelier of Reggio Emilia (New York: Teacher’s College Press, 2005).



    	The rules spelled out on a Northwestern University Web site are that audiences should be younger than performers and performers should be younger than eighth grade, “because of the demands of effective drama leadership” (“The Drama/Theatre Continuum,” http://faculty-web.at.northwestern.edu/theater/tya/continuum.html). See likewise Vera Mowry Roberts, “Theatre Education in the United States,” Educational Theatre Journal 20 (1968): 308–10. There, children’s theater is divided into creative dramatics, theater for children, and teen theater. Matt Buchanan, playwright and drama teacher, says, “left to my own devices, I would almost never do Theatre by Children and Youth with kids much younger than Middle School” (“Definitions and Discussion of Important Terms,” http://www.childdrama.com/def.html#tcy).



    	“The manuscript collection fills over 1,000 linear feet of shelf space. Included are: collections for individuals, theatre companies and publishing houses; audio-visual media; pre-print materials; production materials; posters; typescripts; oral histories; musical scores; study guides; teaching aids; correspondence; curricula and lesson plans; photographs; slides; theses and dissertations. Many of these items are unique, the only ones in existence. In 2002, there were over 2,000 books and over 3,000 playscripts” (“Child Drama Collection,” ASU Libraries, http://www.asu.edu/lib/speccoll/drama/collections.htm).



    	“Youth Theatre and Theatre Education Programs,” http://www.lib.washington.edu/Drama/childram.



    	ASSITEJ International, http://www.assitej- international.org/english/documents/constitution.aspx.



    	Coleman A. Jennings, ed., Theatre for Young Audiences: 20 Great Plays for Children (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1998). Sendak helped to found Night Kitchen, intended to be a national theater for children.



    	Lois Walker, “Readers Theatre in the Elementary Classroom” and “Strategies for Reading: Readers Theatre in the Middle School,” excerpted by Karen McCormick in “Reader’s Theatre Basics,” http://bms.westport.k12.ct.us/mccormick/rt/whatrt.htm.


    	Lila Carrick, “Internet Resources for Conducting Readers Theatre,” Reading Online , http://www.readingonline.org/electronic/elec_index.asp?HREF=/electronic/carrick/. Jennifer O. Prescott titles a very helpful essay, “The Power of Reader’s Theater: An Easy Way to Make Dramatic Changes in Kids’ Fluency, Writing, Listening, and Social Skills,” in Scholastic Instructor , http://teacher.scholastic.com/products/instructor/readerstheater.htm.



    	Janine Moyer Buesgen, “Creative Drama,” Creative Drama & Theatre Education Resource Site , http://www.creativedrama.com/creative.htm. An extensive book of essays on creative dramatics is edited by Geraldine Brain Siks and Hazel Brain Dunnington: Children’s Theatre and Creative Dramatics (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1961).



    	Charles E. Combs, “Theatre and Drama in Education: A Laboratory for Actual, Virtual or Vicarious Experience,” Youth Theatre Journal 2 (1988): 9. See also Gregory D. Freeman, Katherine Sullivan, and C. Ray Fulton, “Effects of Creative Drama on Self-Concept, Social Skills, and Problem Behavior,” Journal of Educational Research 96 (2003): 131–39.



    	Adam Blatner and Daniel Wiener, eds. Interactive & Improvisational Drama: Varieties of Applied Theatre and Performance (Lincoln, NE: iUniverse, 2007).



    	“ACT OUT —Theatre of Life,” http://www.act-out.org/pages/act_out_frameset.html.



    	See the Galli Group, “Association for Theatre for Social Change,” http://www.galli-group.com/pageID_6124577.html.



    	Creative Therapy and Learning Center, http://creativetherapykids.com/_wsn/page2.html. See Helen Nicholson, Applied Drama: The Gift of Theater (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2005).



    	Moses Goldberg, Children’s Theatre: A Philosophy and a Method (Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1974).



    	Lowell Swortzell, International Guide to Children’s Theatre and Educational Theatre: A Historical and Geographical Source Book (New York: Greenwood, 1990), xviii–xxx. Likewise, in 1955, Geraldine Brain Siks described “children’s theater” in various countries around the world, but references to children performing are few: “Theatre for Youth: An International Report,” Educational Theatre Journal 7 (1955): 306–14.



    	Swortzell, International Guide , 337.
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hitpwwn.chsummerschool.com

A performing arts summer school that offers high school credit for chorl
work, dance, and the philosophy of performance. Students work with edu-
cators and professionals from colleges, theaters, and drama troupes, and
they perform in the “Canadian Badlands Passion Play.”

British Columbla

Carousel Theatre Company (Vancouver)
hitp . carouseltheatre.ca

A theater school program that includes more than eighty studens each se-
‘mester in various classes for ages three 1o seventeen. Each session includes
a theater school showease. Private Instruction is available.

Drama Jockey Assoctation: Enoch Drama Lab (Vancouver)
htp v dramajockey.com

A Chinese-produced theater company for young people. Theater activity
includes layou, script writing, dramatic inerpretation, stage design, cloth-
ingstyle, and lighting effects.

Movimento! (Victoria)
htpfwww earlydance.org,

Offers dance and theater classes, including sixicenth- and seventeenth-
century court dance and commedia dell'are movement techiques, for
children and adults

Ontarlo.

Canadian Children's Theatre Company (Aurora)
htpfww.childrenstheatre.ca

Offers a wide array of children's theater programs from Pre-School Players
(ages three and four) to Showtime for Teens (ages thirieen to eighteen). In
addition, summer camps are available, including clowning, magic. move-
ment, music, puppetry, mask, and basic acting instuction, as well as par.
icipation in theater games and production erafs. There are also year-round
e Gl





OEBPS/Images/back_129.jpg
Donna Maria Company (London)
hitps:fjorwy donna-marias-world.co.uk

Encourages a level of excellence that s not normally expected of children
waho are much older. Training is fee of charge, encouraging children who
srould otherwise not be able 1o pay for performance training, as well as
those wha could

Dynamo Youth Theatre (Hampshire)
hitp . dyt org.ukfaboutus hum

A performance-based theater group providing drama, music, and dance ex-
perience for young people aged between eleven and cighteen. Dynamo was
formed to develop the skill In performing arts for the young people of the
area, otside of the school environment. Productions include an eclectic
mix of well known musicals, drama, comedy, cabaret and dance reviews,
and original dramas and musicaks.

East 15 Acting School (Loughton)
hitpfwvnw-east15.acuk
Offers holiday, weekly, and summer workshops for children,

First Adt Theatre (Newcastle upon Tyne)
hitp:fwww fistactiheatre.com

Working with a dedicated team, children achieve a professional standard
of waining in lighting, sound, stage management, marketing, and show
direction and production—all the operational aspects of running a profes-
sional theater. With more than 250 members, ranging in age from seven to
nineteen years it is one of the largest young people’s theater companies in
the couniry.

Flying Ducks Youth Theatre (York)
hupjAyingducksyouththeatre com

Aims to advance the education of young people up to the age of eighteen
in the appreciation and practice of dram and the performing arts, and also
t0 supportcharities local to the York area.

Fowey Funnybone Youth Theatre (Fowey)
hitp v funnybonetheatre.co.uk

& small, independent theater group that works primarlly with young people.
of the area to encourage them to take an interest in the performing art.

Furness Youth Theatre (Fumess)
hitp e furnessyouththeatre.com

Provides a wide range of theatrical actviies for young people, including
g Shias i wniahond. daian St suites. sonidencs ol
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autumn tour with drama workshops; and a winter festival that celebrates
the work of the year. In addition, special projects for young people of all
ages, abilities, and skil levels are delivered locally, nationally, and interna-
tonally. Many students have graduated into success in the theater profes-
sion, but its broad purpose s to create confident, culwrally aware citizens.

Solar Bear UNITED & Deaf Youth Theatre (Clasgow)
hitp v solasbear.org.uk

An Innovative, multdisciplinary theater vith a strong social commitment.
Alms to make progress in areas of accessibilty, inclusion, and integration
and o develop and deliver a wide range of education, outreach, and train-
ing programs. In addition, offers Scotland's first deaf theater school, for
students aged twelve 1o twenty-one.

Theatre Ecole (Clasgow)
hitp v theatre-ccole.orgjuk

Offers training through workshops in all aspects of the performing ats,
including dance, music, acting, and stage management. Workshops also
address such topics as drug education, bullying, health, and the environ-
ment.

‘Toonspeak Young People’s Theatre (Clasgow)
hitp v toonspeak.co.uk

Provides drama and theater opportunities and training for young people
aged eleven to tenty-five. Young people are at the heart of Toonspeak
and make most of the decisions about the company and the artistic work
Toonspealds work supports the regeneration of the local area and addresses
problems of economic and social exclusion,

‘Tread the Boards Youth Music Theatre (Dundee)
hitp v readtheboardsyme.co.uk.

Encourages partcipation In musical theater productions among children
aged eight and older in the reglon. Develops the creative skills of young
people through the craft of theater and encourages them to work together
23 acommunity and. in so doing, experience the practical workings of the-
ater while respecting is skills and disciplines.

‘Tron Theatre: Skillshops (Clasgow)
hitp v tron.co.ukfeducation/workshops/

Each year delivers workshops to partcipants beween the ages of three and
seventy-cight. The progrm presents openings to explore creativty and
e kening! ot e wrti rid el iecier
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HITS Theatre (Houston)
hutpyjsww.hitstheatre.org

A nonprofit arts and education organization that provides theater training
for children ages four to twenty. HITS is dedicated to providing school-
age students the highest quality performing arts education with a focus on
waining in the musical theater disciplines of voice, dance, and acting. In
addition, several community outreach programs provide arts education op-
portunities for underserved populations.

Humphreys School of Musical Theatre [Theatre Under the Stars]
(Houston)

hitp /s tuts.comy Education/ Humphreysschool/tabld/80/ Default aspc
Programs for students at different levels of interest and abilty. The Studio
offers early morning and evening classes, Saturday workshops, and summer
and winter camps. The academy is for the career-track student auditioned
for placement in acting, improvisation, scene study, voice and theory, musi-
cal theater, and directing,

Junior Players (Dallas)
hutpyjwnw juniorplayers.org

The oldest nonprofi children's theater organization in Dallas. Serves the
youth of Dallas by providing free programming in local rcreation and cul-
tural centers, housing, elementary and middle schools, and through social
service agencies serving youth at risk. Discover Theater summer camps and
Discover Ourselves afier-school workshops focus on children ages six to
fourteen in underserved areas of the community. Junior Players' Discover
Shakespeare! program combines the best of Dallas hgh school acting alent
with the professional skills of the staf.

KidsActing (Austin)
huupyjwwnw Midsactingstudio.com

Provides a supportive environment where young people can be creative,
expressive, and improve thelr communication skills—tralts that improve
performance in school and enhance one'slfe. Offers classes in screen act-
ing, theater design, musical production; a full-year advanced play produc-
tion class; and a winter holiday camp.

Kids-N.Co. [El Paso Playhouse] (El Paso)
hutpyjsnw kidsnco.org

A year-sound childrens theater company and school, dedicated to tran-
ing youngsers ages five to cighteen in the craft of theater. Dedicated to
providing a quality theater experience and hands-on theatrcal raining to
the children of the EI Paso area, regardless of their economic, ethnic, or
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Helen 0'Grady Children’s Drama Academy (Perth, Western Australia)
hitpjwonw helenogady.com au

Offers students ages five o seventeen a broad curiculum in drama. Teach-
ers are specialy trained in the O'Grady curticulum and teaching methods.
Established in Perth, it has organized 150 franchised branches and more
than one thousand locations around the world.

Mayte Youth Theatre (Ballarat, Vicioria)
hitphome vicnetnet.auj~mayte]

A group run by young people, for young people, to improve thelr access to
and involvement in the performing arts through theater productions and
drama workshops.

Point Break Drama Acting School (Dee Why, New South Wales)
hitp . pointbreakdrama.com.au

Offers short courses i acting for the camera and stage. A variety of classes
taught by professional actors provide students with the fundamentals of
acting in an enjoyable, sociable, and relaxed environment.

‘The Riverland Youth Theatre (Renmark, South Australia)
hitpwwn.rytorgau

Offers workshops for creative expression, workshops in theater sports, and
a summer camp.

St Martin Youth Arts Centre (Stonnington, Victoria)
hitp v stmartinsyouth.com.au

Classes offered by leading theater professionals to young performers from
beginners 0 experienced, ages five to twenty-five. Workshops include
puppetry, playwriting. and acting techniques for television and film. The
“Creative Ensemble” focuses on various areas of playmaking, including
witing, clowning, physical theater, movement, and improvisation. The
“Performer’s Ensemble” i a select geoup of twelve performers enrolled in
intensive technique and production.

Shopfront (Carlion, New South Wales, Australia)
htpfww shopfiontorg au

A youth theater with an international reputation for producing outstanding
performances by young and emerging artiss up o age twenty-five. Projects
embrace hybrid arts, technology, and an immersive approach to perfor-
‘mance in communly.

SHY (Seen and Heard Youth) Inc. (Perth, Western Austraia)
see hitp://www.geocities.comshytheatre/





OEBPS/Images/back_056.jpg
Michigan

All-ofus Express Children's Theatre (East Lansing)
hitp v allofusexpress.org

Offers theater for and by children. Provides young people with an opportu-
nity 1o produce plays of professional qualiy.

Downriver Youth Performing Arts Center (Trenton)
hitp v dypac.com

DYPAC involves young people ages fiv to nineteen in three major theatrl-
cal productions per year and also offers a Summer Fine Arts Camp. In ad-
dition, DYPAC performs for local service organizations, charitable causes,
and community events. DYPAC's mission s 10 offer qualiy arts entertain-
ment and develop a state-of-the-art performing arts center in southeast
Michigan,

Flint Youth Theater (Hint)
hitp v thefim.org/fyhomepage

Offers classes year-round for students age three through grade 12. Classes
are taught by IYT's professional artsts. With small classes and one-on-one
coaching, the faculty takes great pride in nurturing creative spirits while
teaching the practcal skills of performing on stage.

Grand Raplds Civic Theater (Grand Rapids)
hitp v grctorg/schoolfgrctschool.hml

Offers a complete range of acting, dance, and technical theater classes for
preschool children through adult. Each year more than eighteen hundred
Students attend classes, workshops, and seminars. In the summer term as
‘many asthiry-five instructors teach regular classes, summer theater camps,
summer stock, and special programs.

‘The Kalamazoo Civic Youth Theatre (Kalamazoo)
hitp v kazoceivic.comshows/youth shiml

Offers classes taught by area professionals with a wide range of expertise.
Fun-flled educational opportunities are available for students at alllevels
of skil and experience.

Michigan Youth Theatre (Holly)
hitp v michiganyouththeater.org

A youth-centered performing arts organization, developing leadership,
teamwork, and communications skils In youth ages telve (o nineteen
through theater production experiences, while providing professional qual-
iy, classics-based live theater experiences and education for community
schools and audiences of all ages.
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Has educated children about the theater since 1932. Children are given an
opportunity to leam and thrive by participating in plays, performing on
stage or in Important backstage roles.

Ice House Youth Theater (Berkeley Springs)
hitpfww macicehouse.org/ihthiml

During the school year, courses and workshops including creative dramat-
ics and playwriting, During the summer, theater camp with a fll produc-
ton for ages five 1o seventeen.

Morgantown Theatre Company (Morgantown)
hitp fwiw morgantowntheatrecompany.org

A community theater company that pravides children from six to eighteen
years of age with the opportunity o paricipate in theater through classes,
rorkshops, and fullscale productions. Students are involved in acting, direct.
ing, singing, dancing, lighting, sound effets, set and prop design and con-

stnucton, fund-raising, publicty, makeup, stage crev;, and stage management.
Offers weeldy classes for very young children as well s 3 summer camp,

Wisconsin

African American Children's Theatre (Mibwaukee)
hitp . aactus

Founded in 1989 to showcase Afican American writers, culture, and his-
tory In response to incidents of racal violence. Children explore the con-
nections and similarites of a varity of cultures and traditions. Training Is
offered in basic acting skills, movement sll, singing, and music. A Youth
Leadership Development Program is offered to students eight to eighteen.
An Academy for Theatre Training, a four-week intensive theater experience,
is required of students pricr to auditioning for productions.

Central Wisconsin Children's Theatre (Wausau)
hitp: v madstage.com/Companies/CWCT.html

A childjyouth organization dedicated to education through_dramatic
ants, including the acting, theatrical, and managerial aspects of dramatic
production.

Eau Clalre Children's Theatre (Eau Claire)
hitp v ecctorg,

A nonproft, volunteer-driven community theater providing quality theatri
cal and educational experiences for western Wisconsin residents of all ages.
ECCT provides opportunities for community members to participate in
i ha R e e T T S L S
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(Cookie Company [Phoenix Theatre] (Phoenix)
hitp fuww.phoenixtheatre.com/homeCC. aspx

Offers classes, camps, and workshops for developing talent and a chance
for accomplished actors to audition into youth performance troupes. The
PT Players perform original works at schools, librares, and special events,
“The company also offes a broad variety of summer classes In progressive.
stages for different ages.

Creative Youth Theatre (Phoenix)
hitpyfuww.cryLorg,

Produces a season of four mainstage plays (for students age ten and over)
and 2 three-week summer session (3 one-act play with mini-workshops
including comedy, improvisation, voice, and diction). Students leam
about the audition process, backstage. and directing,

Curtain Call (Phoeniz)
hitpjuww.azjewishtheatre.orgyouth himl

‘The educational arm of the Arizona Jewish Theatre Company, a not-for-
profit, nonsectarian professional theater company. Open to children of all

backgrounds.

East Valley Children's Theatre (Mesa)
hitpfrwwevetorg,

A place where children can grow and develop into confident young adults,
gan selfesieem, and develop creativity. Its mission is o offer youth ages
eight through elghteen opportunites to experience the process and product
of live theatical performances, by children and for children. No previous
experience s required for children to audition and no advance preparation
is needed.

Fountain Hills Community Youth Theater (Fountain Hills)
hutpyfoww. fountainhillstheater.com

A community theater with an extensive progeam of youth education for
children and teenagers ages seve to eighteen. Youth education programs
are offered year-round: Fall Workshops, Spring Workshops, Summer Mini-
Camps, and a Teen Summer Camp.

Gilbert Youth Theater (Gilberr)
hitp fuwu. gfa.comyyouththeater himl

Offers classes to children at differet levels of age and experience, culminat-
ing In public shows. Young actors with experience are glven opportunities
0 write their own commercials and t© leam improvisation, pantomime,
and stage techniques, while learing basic theater directions and skills
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Fullerton Children’s Repertory Theater (Fullerton)
hitpfboneplate.com/takeds/fery

A nonprofit company composed entirly of youths ages ten 1o thirteen
performing Broadway musicals. In repertory spirt they play together un-
il they graduate from the company. In each production, all students are
assigned lines and parts, and major roles are double cast in order to give
more members the opportunity to perform. In addition to presenting two
Broadsway musicals per year, the group also entertains for local community
organizations. It alsa travels fequently to international fesivals and mu-
sicales,

Gypsies In a Trunk Touring Troupe (Simi Valley)
hitpfoww youththeater.com)

Stages productions for young audiences and also offers summer children's
amp and courses throughout the year for children.

ICompany Children's Theater Group (La Jolla)
hutp . Ifcc org/youtharts.aspx.

Offers many classes and workshops and summer camps i theater and re-
lated kinds of performance.

Jewish Children's Theater (Los Angeles)
see_ htp:/jwww.jewishjournal.comjcommunity_briefs/article/young_jews_
€an_act_out_on_sundays_20050902_11830

‘A serious aciing program targeting children from observant ewish families,
offering classes on Sundays. While sessions usually end with a low-key
performance for parents, the focus is on acting technigues, improvisation,
theater games, and even a commercial workshop.

Kids 4 Broadway [The Way OffBroadway Theate Workshop]
(Kelseyvile)

hitp o pacificsites.comy~Jddsplay/about him

‘Atheater company for students ages seven to seventeen. The program moti-
vates young people to appreciate the value of leaming and discovery, while
helping to buld their confidence and selfvorth. The company also offers
worldwide 2 series of original one-act plays witten for clementary and
middle school children to perform in schools and learning centers

Kids on Broadway (Santa Cruz)
hutpyforww kidsonbroadway.org

Offers young people (ages eight through eighteen) the apportunity to
learn about and partcipate in quality professional theater in 3 supportive
vt ke the vai SRt ch e i ek sl
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A nonprofit, tax-exempt community organization providing a variety of
theater opportunities to both youth and aduls. Full and partal scholar-
ships are available. Programs include Acting Academy, Summer Camp,
and Musical in a Month. Interns aged twelve 10 eighteen are recrulted, and
parents are expected to volunieer

Ross Ragland's Summer Youth Theater Day Camp (Klamath Falls)
hitp . rtheater.org/leam/summer

A fourseek, full-day Youth Theater Day Camp open to students K-12 and
accommodating up to one hundred students.

Pennsylvania

Arden Theatre Company (Philadelphia)
hitpfardentheatre. org/classes/

Offers a summer camp and theater classes for children and adults: pre-
school (Mommy and Me), the Ardens Kids' Crew (grades K-5), and Arden
‘Teen Company (grades 6-12), as well as a professional apprenticeship
program including children. Classes are interactive, and teachers are profes-
sional theater arists

Camp Ballibay (Camptown)
htp s ballibay.com
A summer camp for boys and girls ages six through sixteen, offering a wide
range of noncompetiive fine and performing ars activites, including act-
ing:and technical theater

Center for Theater Ars (Pittsburgh)
htpyfcentesfortheterart.org

A nonprofit performing arts school for students four to eighteen years old
offering classes in voice, acting, musical theater, ballet, pointe, jazz, tap,
and musical theater for students with special needs.

DreamWrights Youth and Family Theatre (York)
hitp v dreamrights org

Founded in 1997 by a group of families who believed that a theater arts
program would have a profound and valuable impact on thelr childen.
Classes, camps, and workshops are offered year-round, and they are made
affordable and available to everyone, including home-schooled children.
(A special program is offered to Brownies.)
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in high school, college, and community theaters; dinner theater settings;
large outdoor tents; and professional theaters in the United States, Furope,
Australia, and New Zealand. Multple locations in San Diego-Metro, San
Dicgo-North County, San Fernando Valley, East San Cabriel Valley, and
“Torrance/South Bay, Californs.

Music West, Inc. (Westchester)
hutpfowwe musiciest. org

Provides young people an opportunity to perform and experience large-
scale musical theater. Actors also have the opportunity o go behind the
scenes of a full-scale production and asistin set building, crew, choreogra-
phy. and other aspecs vital to producing musical theate,

Musical Theatre Works (San Francisco)
hutpyfowwe musicatheatreworks.org,

An afer-school academy and performance company for children in grades
1-12 with classes in musical theater, voice, acting, and dance. The diverse
schoal is made up of beginning students (with litle or no experience In
performing arts), as vell as students who have had previous stage and per-
formance experience.

Musical Youth Artists Repertory Theatre [MYART] (Long Beach)
hutpyfowvemyart.org

A nonprofit youth theater that provides instruction and performance ex.
perience in acting singing, dancing, and stage movement to help students
discover thelr own powwer as Individuals. Students also leam how to create
and work together a5 a cooperative group in a positive manner. Each year
MYART presents three mainstage productions with casts of 160 to more
than three hundred participants. Multiple leads and large ensemble casts
allow all participants to shine.

No Limits Theater Program (Culver City)
hitpfwww.nolimitsspeaksoutcom/index. php?page_name=theater_program
Provides deaf children the opporunity o improve thelr speech and language
lills as well asself-confidence n a professional theatrical environmen.

Orange County Children’s Theatre (Stanton)
bt fuww.occtorg

A community theater program for actors ages eight through nineteen, with
an emphasis on education and family involvement, selfesteem, and con-
fdence.
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Offers afier-school theater arts classes for kids in grades 1 through 9. The.
Young Actors’ Clas for grades 3 through 9 cast each child n a starring mole
in the semester's mainstage production. The Budding Actors’Class for grades
1 and 2 features a student shovicase at the end of the semester. The Summer
Theatre Session begins in June and continues through the end of uly.

The Growing Stage: Children's Theatre In Albuquerque (Albuquerque)
hitp v thegrowingsiage.com

Provides theatrical experiences to inspire, empower, and enrich children
and communities. Offers a varlety of classes for kids ages four through
seventeen as well as very popular summer Intensive workshops. Students
are prepared not only to succeed in thelr personal endeavors but also to
audition for mainstage shows.

New York

Adirondack Children’s Troupe (Glen Falls)
hitp v adirondackchildrensizoupe.org.

Provides a live theater experience for students in grades 4 through 12,
ACT believes in a nonaudition program, and students are registered on 3
Arstcome, firstserved basts, giving children of all abilities an opportuniy
1o participate in live theater. Parents serve 3s support staff for the theater
production in which thelr child s registered.

AllStars Talent Shows Network (New York)
hitp v allsars org/programs

Involves inner-city youth, ages five o twenty-fiv, in creating developmen-
al culture through producing and performing in weekend talent shows,
including theater,in their neighborhood school auditoriums. There are two.
‘major programs for young actors. The All Stars Talent Show Network s an
after-school, performance-based enrichment program for iner-city youth,
In the summer, Youth Onstage! offers an Intensive theatre Insttute that
‘meets four days a week. Admission s by audition.

Arts Connection (New York)
hitpjwww arisconnection.org

A comprehensive, not-for-prof, arts-in-education organization that pro-
vides programming in the performing, visual, iterary, and media arts to the
New York City public schools. The Young Talent Program reaches students
in grades 3 to 6 with instruction in theater.

Atic Salt Theatre Company (storia, Queens)
‘htpy/www.atticsalt org/arts_education htm
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National Drama. Drama: One Forum Many Voices. httpfwww dramamagazine.co
ke

National Endevementfo the Humniies, EDSITEment! The Best of Humanities o
the Web. Drama Lesson Plans: hp,/edsiement eh gov/tab. esson asp; Drama
Web Sites: bt editement neh,goviab,_webites a5,

New Hampshire Public Television Knowledge Network. Drama Curiculum Re.
sources. hup:fvw o g/ dramad. b

N Zealand Journal of Resarch n Performing At and Edcasion: Nga Mahi a Reis.
hitp/fwne.dram org nejournalaspHD=¢conents.
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naytorgukfold/onsiage.

Plays: The Drama Magasine for Young Peope. hup/wn.playsmag com.
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day programs. Through the On Stage program, up to 220 children at a time
partcipate in two fullscale musical productions every year.

EUROPE

Ammenta

National Centre of Aesthetics (Verevan)
hitp: . pok-atron.comy/engindex.html
Offers primary education in dramatic ats 10 students aged six o fifieen,
‘most of whom have chosen acting as a profession. Subjects studied include.
acting, stage speech, stage action, and classcal dance. This company has
partcipated in several international festivals,

Austria

ICHDUWIR—Theater & Kultur (Vienna)
htp v ichduwirat

Introduces individual students to creative expression through theater. The-
ater courses, workshops, broad cultural actvites, and netvorking expand
this mission. The curriculum 1s structured progressively. The youngest
group (three to six years) acts asstudens play, on Impulse: the basic group.
{seven 1o ten years) translates impulses into stories for the audience; Basis
Aufbau (nine to twelve years) uses drama techniques to find a message
and make a story interesting to an audience; OFf OFf Aufbau (thirieen to
seventeen years) begins training with literary plays: and OfF Off Theater
(fificen 1o nineteen years) offers different techniques and puts on a full
production. In this process, students learn the value of hard work and col-
Iaboration as they discover the fascination of theater. The philosophy and
‘methodology of the company are conveyed in its name, which speaks for
children's theater worldwide: “ICH erzahle Dir vom Land der Phantasie”
(Lvill shaw you something about the wide spaces of imagination); ‘DU
wist neugerig und kommst naber” (YOU will be nosy and come closer);
“WIR erleben gemelnsam die tollsten Abenteur” (WE will undertake great
adventures together).

Belgium

BRONKS theater voor kinderen en Jongeren (Brussels)
hitp v bronks.be

Founded in 1991 as high-quality theater for youth to produce and perform,
Adults are encouraged to serve as mentors, and the educational mission
extends o schools o provide education in theater. The company tours, and
there is a yearly festival in Brussels, offering a mix of theater productions
and multimedia workshops.
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Norway

Den Unge Scenen [DUS] (Oslo)
hitp v dus.as

A project for children age thirteen to nineteen, aimed at strengthening
Youth theater in Norway. DUS has a network of ten theatrical nstitutions

around the country.

Romanta

Andantino (Bucharest)
htpfwinandantino.fo

Feattres performances by children ages seven to twelve, including musical
theater.

Switzerland

Junges Schausptelhaus (Zarich)
hitp: v schauspielhaus.chjwwsf 100.asp

Feattres children, adolescents, and adults performing under professional
supervision. They improvise and develop thelr own stories, training thelr
bodies and voices

Kinder- und Jugendtheater Metzenthin (Zurich)
hitpwwwmetzenthin.ch

Offers courses for children and young people from age three to eghteen,
‘The primary goal is to provide children with high-quality Instruction to
stimulate their imaginations and creativiy. The company was founded in
1951. Around seven hundred children and adolescents have finished the
varlous courses offered since the company’s founding in 1951, and many
families are involved for a second generation.

Kinder- und Jugendtheater Turgi (Turg)
hitp fwwne Jjt-urgh.ch

Offers weekly classes for approximately seventy students between the ages
of four and twenty-si, divided into three groups. This program offers
seminars and waorkshops as well as theater camp, and regularly hosts an
interational children's theater festival.

Kinder- und Jugendiheater Zug (Zug)
hitp v kindertheaterzug.ch

Offers professional theater nstruction to children and young adults in
i ctwided Ty mpe Leved.
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Teatro del Sottosuolo (Carbonia, Sardinia)

hitpwwnw teatrodelsotiosuolo.it/La_Seuolajla_scuola.html

A theater school aimed at young peaple who want to study theatrical ars
in a serious and professional way, with a view toward a possible carcer in
theater. Two courses are offered, for basic and advanced students

Terrammare Teatro (Presicce)
hitp: v terrammareteatro.comylaboratori/scuolateatro.htm.

A company that produces theater productions and offers a theater school
for children and youth.

‘The Netherlands

Kindertheater Kleine Kees (Huissen)
hitp: v Kelne-kees.nl

Puts on an annual professional-looking production, played by a cast of
thirt children from eight to thirteen years of age, complete with singing
and dancing,

Kindertheaterschool/Kids with Atttude (Heiloo)
hitp i Kidswithatttude.nl

Offers voice, dance, and acting lessons to children ages four to eleven. Par-
ticipants perform musicals and “movicals” (movie/musicals that include
previously recorded footage).

Pecperklips (Rucphen)
hitp . peeperklips nlrama
Productions by youth from telve to sixieen years of age.

Theater Spot (Rijswijk)
hitpjwunw theatergroepspotnl

Theater by older youth, centering on a major musical production each
year.

‘Toneelgroep Jeugdpodium (Bussum)

hutp/jwew Jeugdpodium.nlfelckerste/section]php sub-Informatiesma
andnr-

Provides children and youth between four and eighteen years of age opportuni-
tiesfor personal,social, and artistc development through theater. The groups
are formed by abilty level in basic classes, advanced courses, and production
groups. Children under age four participate in a “Play House” prograr.
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‘mesters per year: the School Year Semester and the Summer Semester; also
offers outreach residencies and additional theater clases.

North Carolina

Afro-Amerlcan Children's Theatre (Charlotte)
See hutpfww soulofamerica.comjcharlotte-culturalsites phml

Founded in 1981, mouns six to elght fuly staged productions each year
swith local cast members. Children have the opporunity o develop a variety
of skill: atstc, social, ultual, personal, and academic, with an emphasis
on African, African American, and Afro-Caribbean cultural contributions.

Children's Theatre of Charlotte (Charlotte)
hitp . ctcharlotte org

Offers a broad armay of programs, from summer camp to classes organized
by grades, pre-Kindergarten through high school. Training classes ae geared
toward students who are dedicated to studying the skills and techniques of
theater. An audition s required to place children in classes appropriate for
thelr age and experience level. Provision is made for children with special
needs.

The Children's Theatre Playhouse [Children's Theatre of Winston-
Salem] (Winston-Salem)

hitp v chidrenstheatrews.org/playhouse-classes himl

Three seasons of classes for children of different ages, preindergarten
through eighth grade. Classes Include performances for families on the
Last day. A variety of birthday partes (including improvisation and perfor-
‘mances) can be arranged.

Kadshine [The Leaventng Agency] (Asheville)
it/ eaveningagency org index.cm?ic1 1448mid=3

Founded to provide creative, Christcentered programs for kids i the
church and community. Ofers drama camps and productions.Teams travel
hroughout the United States.

Matthews Playhouse of the Performing Arts (Matthews)
hitp v matthewsplayhouse.com/

Classes are offered by the term or full-year for students from kindergarten
through high school, “from page o siage” (adapting stories for perfor-
‘mance) to the senlor musical theater company.

Spiritual Twist Productions (Fuquay-Varin)
DO i et i
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Northglenn Youth Theater (Northglenn)
see hutps/fwvnw.norhglenn org/p36d himl

A popular and highly honored children's theater group from the Denver
area. The success of ths program depends on a network of volunteers and
committed young people.

Peanut Butter Players (Boulder)
wwi peanutbutterplayers.com

Avwellestablished and comprehensive program providing training i sing-
ing, dancing, and acting for the young, summer day camp, summer theater,
and lunchean theater fo the family. Classes and the summer program grow
as children return, some with ten years or more of experience. Auditions
for summer theater are open o all who are interested, and everyone gets
a part. A distinctive program is the Children's Luncheon Theatre, ‘Justlike
adult dinner theatre, only it lunch on Saturdays.” The actors, professional
atonly seven to seventcen years old, perform at least weekly for six months
a year. The company members are paid for their work, just as adulis. And
they learn to sing, dance, and wait tables (when the audience arrves, they
are greeted, seated, and served). Their productions are intended to have
Broadway quality, and many Peanut Butter Players have continued in the
professional theater world.

The Rising Curtain Theatre Academy (Denver)
http fwwy: curtainproductions.org

An ans education organization that seeks to develop confidence in st
dents’ own sense of creativity and understanding of the creation of live
performance. Arts education ultimately cultivates lasting performance
skills, self-discipline, Interaction, creative thought, public speaking. and
other essental lfeskils. The Rising Curtain was founded by Christans, but
students of all fiths are welcome

Rocky Mountain Theatre for Kids (Boulder)
hutp fwwy. theaterforkids.netjyouth_rep_entry.php

Offers children's theater, creative arts classes, summer camp, mime, scene
sudy, storytlling, directing, Improvisation, and dramatic performance.
The Youth Actors Conservatary offers pe-professional traning year-round
(mid-September through mid-April). Focus varies depending on the pro-
gram but typically includes character work, scene study, musical theater,
dance, volce, and performance training,

Walden Family Playhouse (Denver)
htpy fwws2.vialdenfamilyplayhouse.comtheworkshopindex.html

Acultural and educational venue for musical theater productions that focus
o6 chiliorss e s’ Claaes i mlabl s Yiucater i for thikives
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exaggerated by costumes and makeup, and the clshes among them would
e all the more comical. All the festures of the production weuld be built
o clar, simple ideasabout the characters and the sory

“The story as what made this show memorable fo the audience. The
production was complx. bt the story as ey (o follow and enjoy. To
Schievethi,rehearal had to be hard, because the musie and the chore.
ogaphy e ambitious and seme ol were doubie and trpl ca, But in
the nd ayoung aroup ofactors achieved a suceessulprodution ofaclas-
i play. The producton s ric for the vrious alents that th perfrmers
contbuted, bu it was also powerully simple.

"Thes are the aims on which tis company, clled Oyste River Players,
s ounded. The company and the cases ame sbout = mary children s
theater companies do- ut of school productons for childen who wanied
more theter, dance, and music thn hey were getting. 1 sucees s ased
o trust and a theory of education that centers ot on teaching but o st
ents esing, Besdes dases, reheasals. and productions, the company
offers young people opporuniics 1 reflect on thei values and cven (o
change thie lves by working together. I gives o to these chidren and
hir familis through hard, meaningful vk

"his book bulds on this cxample o 4 single small company in New
Hampsbir. We bring in storiesof clsses and productions an of the ives
of the children who have boen company members. We alo ke on the
seneral subjea of hilden's theate, past and present, i the Urited Satcs
and abroad. Mt wriing on the subject of hidren's thee 1s pplied
"hennto” advice from tescher o teacher. This book lkewise e to be
destiptive and practicl, but it s o more enersl, deserbing the value
of children' theser o the duldren themaeves and (s e audiences This
e reflcting o he natureof theser and theways dldren s, In
his bookwe offer a poin ofvew bout sducting children i the ans that
iesupported by thoredical and crtcl lneraure

‘The apening chapter i the bt for what follows. W desribe diffrnt
syl of learning and perorming in difere childrers theser companics
in difeent sttings. Many of these ideas are bestsuited o private mstrc.
on in the ars, but they can be applid in othe setngs even in public
schools We put thischapter st becaus some people who know and care
Sbout chidren nd the ans considertheser impeesibl and even harmful
‘ehen dhilden are put cn stage and given characters, actions. and lines of
the ow 1 speak. Our view Is opposie I this book.the theate we de-
seibebelongs o children, and the rst of us st n the audience

“The subjec of the second chaptr is & isory o childres theaer com.
panics and some of the asociaions they make up, notonly n he Unied
States butabecad. Childre's thster s 3 longsory: n Hizabethan England
boys' companies competed with Shakespeares, and Mark Twain sponsored
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Drama Australia: The National
Association for Drama in
Education, Inc

Drama New South Wales

Drama New Zealand (NZADIE)

Drama Queensland—Queensland
Association for Drama in
Education (QADIE)

Drama Tas—Tasmanian Association
for Drama in Education

Drama Victoria—Drama in
Education Association of Victoria

DramaWest: The Professional
‘Association of Drama Educators
in Western Australia

Interational DramayTheatre
Education Association (IDE

Regional Arts Australia Online

South Australian Association for
Drama in Education (SAADIE)

http://www.dramaaustralia.org.au

http://dramansw. org.au
htp: v drama.org.nz
htp/www dramaqueensland. org au

htp:/fwiww dramatas. com au/
indexhm
htp/fwww dramavictoriavic edu.au

htp://www.dramawest.com

htp://www.idea-org net/en/

htp/ s regionalarts com au/
raal/defaultasp

htp:jwww ceasa.asn.au/cgi-bin/
assoc plzassn=SAADI

EUROPE

General

Intemational Drama in Education
Research Institute (IDIERI)

International Museum Theatre
Alliance (IMTAL)

Intemational Schools Theatre
Association (ISTA)

Intemational Society for Education
through Art (InSEA)

‘World Festival of Children's Theatre

Countries
Belgium

Asociacion Internacional del Teatro
de Arte/International Amateur
‘Theatre Association (ATTA/IATA)

htp:fwww idieri2009.01g
http:/jwww imtal-europe et
htp:www ista.co.uk
htp:/ v insea.org

hitp:/fwwrw.weltkindertheaterfest de

htp:/www aitaiata.org
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seven hundred schools worldwide. Locations are in London, across the UK,
and around the world.

Stageltight Drama (London)
hitp wvnw stageffightdrama.com/home him

Adrama group and small community theater, founded in 1990 and consist-
ing entirely of teenagers. Two productions are performed each year, gener-
ally achieved in twenty rehearsals or fewer.

Sylvia Young Theatre School (Marylebone)
hitp v ssiviayoungtheatreschool.co.uk

Offers a full-time school as vell as part-time acting courses. Classes are
based on scripted work, where students work on speeches and scenes. The
teachers have been or are curtently involved in professional performance.
The emphasis is on development with good training, aiming to build confi-
dence and communication skill. The atmosphere of the school Is rendly,
informal, and very busy.

Theatre Royal and Drum Theatre Plymouth (Plymouth)
hitp v theatreroyal.com/content asp?CategoryID=968

Offers summer workshops for young people. a Young Company for stu-
dents five to twenty-five, and Playhouse, for primary teachers who want
the experience of directing. In this way, Playhouse takes the drama to the
heart ofthe primary school curriculum. A Summer Stakeout program offers
master classes and workshops.

Theatre Royal Stratford East (East London)
hitps;fjwystratfordeast.comfour_work/youth_arts_and_education.shiml
Offers youth ars and education programs that include playriting as well
as acting for participants between eleven and twenty-one years old, with an
emphasis on musical theater.

Theatre Studio West (Acton)
hitp . theatrestudionvest co.uk

Provides a vibrant, allinclusive environment, enabling young people to
partcipate in all aspects of theatre and to fulfill their technical and artistic
potential working toward performances

Theatre Venture (Newham)
hitp v theatre-venture.org/youth-programmes aspxinav-whatiedo

Offers weeldy classes and training workshops, holiday schools, showcase
festivals, performances, and professional development for children of all
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with the opportunity to gain additional training and experience. Programs
are located n Anderson, South Carolina; Atlanta, Georgia; Chicago, lli
nois; Denver, Colorado; Kansas City, Kansas; Phoenix, Arizona; Richmond,
Virginia; San Diego, California (founding program); Spokane, Washington;
Tucson, Arizona; Vancouver, Britsh Columbia; Washington, D.C.

Alzbama

Alabama Shakespeare Festival Acting Academy (Monigomery)
htp frwy:. asfeducation.com/academyfindex. html

Encourages high achievement; builds creative problem solving, analytical
and collaborativ skill;refines judgment; and stimulates thinking “outside
the box. Students exposed to theater arts are often more confident, cre-
ative, and selF-assured, developing a ifelong appreciation of language.

Birmingham Children's Theatre (Birmingham)
hutp frwns bet123.0rg

Provides educational actviies in connection with theater productions and.
auditions ehildren for roles.

Fantasy Playhouse Children's Theater (Huntsville)
http fwwy: etthemagichegin.org

A volunteer organization offering personalized Instruction 10 preschool
and schaol-aged children.

Madison Children's Theatre's School of Cultural & Performing Arts
(Madison)

hitp fmadisontheatre.com

Designed to provide an innovative and high-quality performing arts educa-
tion, the school trves to create an environment where students are encour-
aged 10 express themselves to the best of thei ability in a fun and enjoyable
way. Offers classes during the school year and a summer camp.

Tuscaloosa Children’s Theatre (Tuscaloosa)
hutp frwntscaloosachildrenstheatre.com

Organized in 1986 1o educate and expose the children of Tuscaloosa
Cotnty 10 all aspects of stage performing and production. Offers summer
courses as well 2 productions year-found.

Alaska

Alaska Theatre of Youth (Anchorage)
RS e AL L,
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Pennsylvania Youth Theater (Bethlehem)
htp . 123pytorg

A nonprofit performing arts organization with the mission of educating,
entertaining, and enriching the lives of young people and thelr families
through the art of theater. Offers a broad variety of lasses to students from.
preschool through high school. Includes a musical theater day camp, an
acting intensive progeam for teens, and weeklong Introductory classes.

Philadelphia Children's Theater (Philadelphia)
htp . petheatre.org

Offers classes for children in acting, puppetry, mask making, monologue
and audition preparation, script writing, commedia dellare, and dance, all
taught by professional teaching artists.

Popcorn Hat Players (Harrisburg)
hitp v gamutplays.orgleducation/camp php.

Offers a theater camp for students aged six to twelve. The goal Is 1o en-
hance communication skills and develop selfconfidence, imagination,
and creativity, as well as to educate children on 2 general knowledge of the
theater.

Prime Stage, Theatre for Youth and Familles (Pitsburgh)
hitp:fwvw. primestage com/mentor him

Offers a Technical Theatre Mentoring Program to students who have a
desie (0 leam about sound, lights, costumes, set design, props, back stage
crew, and even box office management. The mentee becomes a working
‘member of a production run crew under the guidance of @ stage manager.
“The mentee learns the operation of the equipment, the work ethics of the
position, and the responsibilites of a job.

‘The Rehoboth Summer Children's Theatre (Oreland)
htp v sehobothchildrenstheatre.org

Offers a variety of opportunities for young actors (o join the theater fun,
including morning theater workshops for the youngest performers and 3
seris of exciting weeklong summer theater camps for actors aged nine to
fourteen.

Saltworks Theatre Company (Pitisburgh)
hitp v saltworks. o,

A nonprofi, professional arts company that addresses the physical, emo-
tonal, and spiritual needs of children, youth, and families through the
creation and performance of contemporary dramatic works.
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Hands Together, Heart to Heart (Chicago)
hitpfowthelightbeyond.comforum/showthread. php?t=757

A program presented by Roosevelt University designed for children seven to
fourteen years old who have experienced the death of one or both of thelr
parents. Employing several different areas of the performing arts, the pro-
gram encourages communication, fosters emotional growth, and provides
the consolation of friendship and compassion,

Lookingglass Theatre Company (Chicago)
hutpyjuww Jookingglasstheatre. g/ content/education/welcome

Offers a variety of sudio clases (experiential, technique, and performance)
and a Young Ensemble that performs a full season of family shows. Partci-
pation is by invitation, based on audition, and s free of charge.

Northbrook Theatre Children's Company (Northbrack)
hitpyjoww.northbroolaheate.org/childrens_company.htm

Providing “theatre by youth for youth” for more than twenty-three years.
‘Actors in grades 6 through 9 perform age-appropriae plays and musicals
suitable for family viewing,

Open Door Repertory Company (Oak Park)
hitpfow.opendoortep.org/class_children shiml
Avarity of classes in theater skils for children ages four through fficen.

‘The Piven Theatre Workshop (Evansion)
hitpy/juw piventheatre.org.

Aleading and acclaimed training center for both children and adults, ac-
commadatingalllevls of experience, from professional actors horing their
skills to beginners who wish to explore thelr creativity through the theater
arts. Classes include Story Theatre and Theatre Cames, elemens of the
Stanislavsky system, mime, a basic focus on “the other person,” and con-
centration on the task at hand. Offers a fal session, a spring session, and a
sixaveck Summer Insttute

Prologue Theatre Productions (Chicago)
hitpfprologuetheatreco.org.

Participants work with professionals to develop improvisational and acting
skills. Offerings include children's theater productions (grades K-8) and
Young Actors Performance Studio (3ges ten to sevenieen).

Raven Children's Theatre (Chicago)
et s ot fonndehidries did il
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‘Shakespeare and Company (Lenox)
htp://www.shakespeare.org,

Provides resident nstruction and productions in four programs: the Fall
Festival (mainstage productions for which high school students rehearse
at their high schools), Shakespeare & Young Company (actor programs
for youth aged sixicen to twenty). Riotous Youth (summer program for
students aged seven 1o fificen), and Shakespeare i the Courts (productions
sponsored by the Berkshire Juvenile CourtSystem).

Stageloft Repertory Theater Summer Theater Camp (Sturbridge)
hup:/jwww.stageloft comfcampsyouthcamps. him

Two'week camp sessions teach kids skils assocated with theater produc-
tlon and performance. Mornings are devoted to specific skill, and after-
noons are used to transfer those sklls to fll-scale productions.

True Colors: Out Youth Theater (Cambridge)
hitp:/jwww.thetheateroffensive.or/ruecolors html

Atheater zoupe for lesbian, gy, bisexual ransgender, and questioning youth
and their alles, ages fourteen t0 twenty-two, dedicated to presenting an hon-
est portrayal of the lives of LCBTQA youth. Twice a year, during the fall and
springschool terms, True Colors recrults a culually diterse theater roupe of
ten 10 telve participans. A team of artists and teachers guides troupe mem-
bers in creating a new theater piece based on ther ives and experiences, The
troupe then tours this original play to schools and community groups.

The UnCommon Theatre [UTC] (Mansfield)
htp//uncommontheatre.com

Provides aspiring young actors,singers, musicians, and technictans an op-
porunity to work under the guidance of theater professionals and to per-
form in a professional theater house. LITC seeks to develop children's con-
fidence,self.esteem, teamwork and effective lfe skills. Adults are welcome
t0join volunteer crews, which are an integral partof each production.

Vineyard Plashouse Youth Theater (Vineyard Haven)
htp:/jwww.vineyardplayhouse.org

Offers several theater programs meet the needs and encourage the ambi-
tlons of young players. Summer Stas Theater & Art Camp is a fun weekly
program exploring the magic of theater and art for ages nine through four-
teen. Fourth Grade Theater Project offers every fourth grader on Martha's
‘Vineyard an introduction to all aspects ofthe theater; each original play is
backed by production, artisic, and technical teams. Rising Stars i 2 small,
frendly program incorporating theater, movement, and art for children
ik it Mickiolh Wi
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and develop character through avocational theater. Over the years, CCT
has produced many musicals, “Storytime" shows, and touring productions.
The objective is not training children for the profession but helping them
through the trauma of adolescence.

Fayette-Coweta Family Theatre, Inc. (Sharpsburg)
hitp:jwwv S net

An educationally based organization that offers workshops. production
camps, and weekly acting classes throughout the year. These workshops,
camps, and classes are designed for participants fiv to eighteen years of age
and foster reativity and alove of theater. All workshops, camps, and classes
are taught by theater professionals. and all ages are cast in FCFT shows,

Holly Children's Theatre & Education (Dahlonegs)
htp://wwwhollytheater.comcontentblogeategory/47/47/

Provides the youth in the community with theater education at an afford-
able twition and presents public children's theater performances. Children
are exposed to a variety of different classes and plays to bring the wonder
and magic of theater into every child's heart, and to prepare cach child to
feel confident onstage or behind the scenes. Chsses are avallable for all
ages, and the children's program includes summer camps and six produc-
tons through the year.

PushPush Theater—SmallTall Theater Projects (Atlants)
hitp:/jwww.pushpushtheater.comyyouthfindex himl

A program designed to bring adults and youth together for shared and ac-
cessible productions. Offers workshops and camps for children

Savannah Children's Theatre (Savannah)
hitp:/jwww.savannahehildrenstheatre.org

During the school year, offers classes in creative dramatics, theater per-
formarice, and dance for musical theater. Summer camp produces a full-
scale musical, Classes include diction, dance, vocal performance, theater
etiquette scene studies, improvisational skills, prop making, costuming
scenic painting, and other aspects of performance and technical theater.

Youth Ensemble of Atlanta [YEA] (Atlanta)
htp:/jyea.crg

Utilizing the power of the art, YEA fosters the personal growth of hun-
dreds of young people from childhood to adulthood. Along the wy, these:
talented and dedicated performers develop crucial communication and life
skils that result n helghtened cultural awareness, a commitment to excel-
Jence and community service, and an appreciation for diversity. In addition
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‘education and the profession. The company stages at least six productions a
year. Young people are involved in the selection of plays for production and
then function as a production team. A stage management course includes
technical skills, such as sound, ighting, and video. The company also goes
ot o schools, working with students and teachers.

National Youth Theatre of Wales (Cardiff)
hitp v nyaw.co.ukje_nytw huml

A competive shvweek summer program made up of members of children's
theater companies across Wales. During a residency, the company works
alongside professional directors,choreographers, musicians, designers, and
technicians to create and rehearse thelr production. After auditions, the
company is divided into actors and crew (set design and construction, cos-
tume and makeup, lighting and sound, and stage management). The pro-
gram then culminates n a performance tour. The Youth Theatre also offers
2 program of workshops, master classes, and training courses throughout
the year acrass Wales, and it Is considering tours abroad.

PACE Youth Theatre (Ayr and Paisley)
hitp v pacetheatre.co.ukYouthTheatre/default.asp

Offered to youth ages three to elghteen, with no auditions required, Weekly
workshops take place during the school term, run by a full team of drama,
technical, and musical saff. Workshops follow a unique new youth theater
syllabus, devised to increase confidence, communication, self-expression,
and performance skils. Although PACE is a workshop-based youth theater,
members have the opportunity to participate in large-scale productions.

Perth Youth Theatre (Perth)
hitp v horsecross.co.ukjcommunity/perth-youth-theatre]

A theater company for young peaple aged between telve and twenty-one
from Perth and Kinross. Students apply at any time of the year and attend
competitive recnuitment workshops.

PROPS Theatre School (Clan Comy)
hitp v propstheatreschool.co.uk

‘Offers opportunities o perform in regular, professionally produced shows
alongside experienced theater practitioners and to develop selfconfidence
and team-building skils. The full-time Vocational Theatre Course is avail-
able to students aged sixteen and over and s designed to offer practical
experience that will lead to professional staus.

West Glamorgan Youth Theatre (Swansea)
o ey i
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A nonprofit children’s theater that offers workshops in theater and the.
other arts, culminating in great stage productions. CIE promotes creativ-
ity builds important Iife kills, and provides leadership opportunities for
children and youth ages five to trenty-one.

KIDS AT PLAY [Capital Playhouse] (Olympia)
hitp v capitalplayhouse.com

A comprehensive musical theater and performance program using a sum-
mer stock model, with an enrollment of 350 students between the ages of
eight and elghicen ho are interested in expanding ther performance skills
and involving themselves in clases for dance, drama, voice, and technical
theater.

KIDSTAGE [Village Theatre] (Issaquah)
hitp e villagetheatre org/dstage shiml

A professional musical theater company with a year-round education pro-
gram for ages three through tenty. Production programs include Com-
Pany Originals,In which studens collaborate 1n a workshop process with
professional witers, compasers, and lyricists to create original material,
Students seeking behind-the-scenes experience are involved in a specal
program of orchestral performance, direction, design, or management. A
Summer Independent program offers every aspect of training a5 an eniry
point to professional theater

Lakewood Youth Theater (Lakewood)
hitp v lakewoodplayhouse.org/youth himl

Offers performance-based programs designed to immerse students ages
seven to cighteen in a total theater experience. During the classes and work-
shops, young actors explore all facets of theater throgh the rehearsal and
public performance of each story. All productions offer exciting opportuni-
ties for both actors and actresses, and provide a chance for both beginning
and experienced students of theater

Queer Teen Ensemble Theatre [Washington Ensemble Theatre] (Seatile)
hitp v washingtonensemble.org/qtet/

An educational outreach program giving voice and artisty to LCET youth in
the Seattle community. Teens work with Washington Ensemble Theatre mem-
bers 1o explore thelr perspectives onstage i the creation of  new play.

Rainier Valley Youth Theate (Seatile)
hitp: v seedseatle orgseedarts/rvyt himl

Offers arts and theater traning for children at all levels of experience, led
by professional artist educators and featuring a unique multi-culuural ap-
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A creative arts school offering visual and performing arts programs, includ-
ing youth summer camps and teen summer camps ranging in length from
W0 10 six weeks on campuses in New York, London, California, and Mas-
sachusets

Stage Left Children's Theatre (Orangebur)
htpfstagelefichildrenstheater.com

Offers aultural inspiration and development for children through the me-
dium of theater. Mainsiage shows are supplemented by an extensive variety
of classes in acting, scene study, rhythm and movement, dance, and song.
‘They range from the Jelly Bean Society, ages four to five, to thirteen and
up. The emphasis is on musical theater, and SLCT has received royaltes for
condensing classic Broadway shos into easy-to-leam mini-musicas for
children to perform.

Stagedoor Manor (Loch Sheldrake)
htpwww stagedoormanor.com

A theatrical training camp for kids ages elght to seventeen that offrs total
theater immersion plus all of the fun of a great summer camp. Offers ac-
cess not only to theater but 1o television and movies; students et casting
agents and talk to directors and producers. Performers of al levels—begin-
ner and advanced—find expression and fulfllment on stage and in the
classroom.

Summer Theatre Institute—New York City (New York)
hitp v youththeatrelnstitutes.org/OpeningPage.html

A residenial, intensive, theater-raining program for teens, ages fourieen to
nineteen (high school freshman and up). This program i to open to actors,
‘musical theater actors, dancer-actors, playrights, and directors. Admission
is by audition,

‘TADA! Children's Theater (New York)
hitpfwvw tadatheater.com

A multfaceted and mulicultural organization that emphasizes diversity
in all areas of is operations. TADAI offers a subsidized ticket program for
‘malnstage shows, arts education n 2 wide variety of schools In low-income
communities in all five boroughs, a free training/youth development pro-
gram for New York City kids ages eight to eighteen, and the opportunity
0 critique, perform in, and be audience members for a playwriting contest
and reading series. Children develop their imagination, talent, selfesteem,
concentration, discipline, teamwork, public speaking abiity, and vocabu-
Taryin 2 fhon i sl i l¥ing fnshearmeni:
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A children’s and youth theater that offers workshops and productions, fea-
turing classes for children of all ages.

Kolpingjugendtheater (Kempten)
hitpwinw kolpingjugendtheater.de

A theater specializing in children's musicals and fary-tale thester. The pro-
ductions use original music, and members of the company are involved in
costuming, stage construction, engineering, advertsing, and makeup. The
company is made up of children and adoléscents, but adults who remain
“a bit romantic” are included.

Theater an der Parkaue (Berlin)
hitp v parkaue de.
Conibutes to culural education by offering children and young peaple
opportunities as audiences and actors, including theater clubs, workshops,
and a Winter Academy.

Theater Dortmund (Dortmund)
hitp v theaterdo.defkontakt phpImenu=619

Offers theater and classes to two groups of children, fve to twelve and thir-
teen and older. Workshops include opera and backstage. Classes in applied
practce are also provided to teachers.

Theater Stolperdraht (Schwedr)
hitphome.arcor.defstolperdrahi/homepage.htm

Includes various children’s theater groups: a Kindertheatergruppe (ages se-
ven through fifieen), a Schauspielensemble (fourteen and older), a Kame-
valsklub (ieengers and adulis), and a Madchentanzgmuppensemble dance
group for girls ages fourtcen to tweniy.

Theatrium Lelpzig (Leipzig)
hitp v theatsium-leipeig de

Offers children ages clght and older the opportunity to participate in the
drama and alsa theater projects and exercises,such as clowning and impro-
visation. Broad soctal values are stressed, and disadvantaged students are
elcomed.

Taly

Aleantara (Rimini)
hitp v alcantarateatroragazzi it

Children six to sixteen recelve academic Instruction and practical raining
Tubiuh thesie aders. snd iiduitiong Saecial Ishotatried Tl Gt Ohe
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Roberta Jones Junior Theatre [formerly Santa Clara Junior Theatre]
(santa Clara)

see hitps/jsantaclaraca.gov/park_recreation/prunior-theatre html

Offers thearical experience for youth aged eight to eighteen. Full paricipa-
tlon is encouraged, whether on stage, as part of the technical production
Staff, or as a makeup artist. This program helps youngsers find thelr cre-
aiive niche wherever they feel most comfortable.

Runaway Stage: Musical Theater (Elk Grove)
Wt runawaystage.com/ymow html

‘Dance workshops, vocal workshops, acting workshops,and a parents’semi-
nar. The acting wrkshops include instruction on acting, stage movement,
theatrcal terms and definitions, awareness games, theater games, blocking,
(stage movement), character analysis, voice projection, anatomy of a the.
ate, respect for the art of performing, dialogu and diction, and having fun
on stage

Sacramento Theatre Company (Sacramento)
hitp fuwn.sactheatre.org/index.cim?page-585072

Offers ensemble classes and summer camps with concenation on char-
acter development, improvisation, and the rehearsal proces. STC-2 i the
company's premier training program for young professionals, who are se-
lected for thei acting, dancing, and musical abiliy; high academic standing
in their schools: a willingness to attend master classes; a willingness and
avallability 1o attend all rehearsals for assigned shows: and a high level of
matity and family support

‘san Diego Junior Theatre (San Diego)
hitpfrwwjuniortheatre.com

“The oldest continuing childrens theater program in the United States. OF-
fers hundreds of classes and camps and is committed to providing engaging
innovative, high-quality theater education and productions for children of
all cultural heritages, ages, abilites, and levels of nterest.

‘Shenanigans’ Youth Theater (Victorville)
htp frwnsytg.org

A nonprofit organization that provides opporunites for performers in
singing, dancing, and acting, as well as stage management, lighting, and
sound conol,

‘Showstoppers Theatre Productions (Santa Barbara)
hutp fuww.showstopperstheatreproductions.com

A musical theater training program that provides studens the opportunity
1o leam by participating in quality musical theater productions. The pro-
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duction, and musical and technical theater. The company is organized by
youth In the area.

Original Kids Theatre Company (London)
htpjww.okicca

Indudes Senior and Junior Theatre Kids Companies that perform and
conduct discussion sessions for school groups. A Kidlets program, offered
through year and in the summer, explores selfexpression and creativity
through music, movement, drama, and art

Sudbury Theatre Centre (Sudbury)
hitp v sudburytheatre.on.cajcontent/youth-drama

Classes include Discovery (ages elght to cleven) and Development (ages
‘owelve to fifteen). Students from grades 4 o grade 11 may audition for Stu-
dents on Stage, a special program where students learm all about producing
a play while rehearsing a production.

‘Theatre Aquarius Classic Kids (Hamilton)
hitp v theatreaquarius.org/TheatreSchoolfindex himl

A training ground for young actors singers, and dancers. The program is de-
signed to develop theatrical communication skls and life skills a5 a means
of fostering self-expression. Individuals explore thelr creative imagination
and challenge theircritical thinking process while achieving a higher level
of selfconfidence and selfdiscipline.

‘TheatreKids (Toronto)
see hitp/jyewwe harbourfrontcentre.comjCamps/Summer_listing cfmiid=64
A summer program created for campers who love being in the spotlight,
explores the world of theater 1n 3 relaxed, hands-on environment. Wor.
king with their director, campers lear aspecis of performance and theater
production while rehearsing, preparing, and presenting thelr ovn show for
fiends and families. Special guests are brought in when available to show-
case aspects of drama or stage production.

Manltoba

Manlioba Theatre for Young People (Winnipeg)
htpy fwwmiyp.ca

A large professional children's theater company, offering nine plays in the
professional season; provincial, national, and international touring produc-
tions; and classes throughout the year, including eight weeks of intensive
theater camps in the summer. Stidents leam fundamental theater perfor-
‘mance techniques, as well as such related disciplines as moviemaking,
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sing. They gain experience and knowledge as a result of being taught by
professional directors in an atmosphere filled with fun and laughter. All
aspects of theater stimulate the students Imagination and expand thels cre-
ativity: acting, stagecraf, scenery, set design, special effcts, makeup, props,
script writing, choreography, dance genes, singing, composing, Iyrc writ-
ing, voeal coaching, music, and performance skills

ACT One (shepshed)
hipy o acione.co.uk

An independent youth theater specializing in musicals for en- to eighteen-
year-olds,

Act Too (Haywards Heath)
hitpwwnw acttoo.couk

Teaches pupils all three theatrcal disciplines—drama, singing, and dance—
in equal measure. Also offers a good background in staging, stage sets, de-
sign, lighting, sound, props, makeup, and al the behind-the-scenes aspects
that give students 2 good general grounding,

“Act Your Age” Theatre School (Penlidge)
see hutp:/jwwis penkridge.org,ukfolders/profservices.htm#Music %20
Dancess20and%20Theatre

A program for children aged elght to sixtcen years that teaches about all
aspects of acting, from breathing and voeal exercises to performance skills

Anglia Summer Schools (Colchester)
hitp v nglis-house demon.co.ukfanglia/index him

A summer theater school that provides a theater performance holiday for
students aged eight 1o ninetcen.

Arden Theatre Company: Arden Drama School (Stockton-on-Tees)
hitp v arden-theatre.com
Interactive classes for children and teens taught by theater professionals. A
Kids Crevw offers clsses in acting and musical theater. Courses for a Teen
Company include playwriting,

Arts Educational Schools (London)
hitp v arised co.ukitheschooljtheschacl him

Offers children's productions and includes a school of musical theater for
students ages eleven to elghicen as well as a comprehensive range of part-
time and short courses for almost every age group, including ballet, jazz,
e M e s
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Southeast.

“The Southeast Center for Education
in the Arts (SCEA)

Southeastern Theatre Conference,
Inc. (SETC)

‘Southwest

Southwest Theatre and Film
Association (SWIFA)

States

Californta

Califomia County Superintendents
Educational Services Association
Ars Initiative

Connecticut

‘Connecticut Drama Association
(cpA)

Florida

Horida Association for Theatre
Education (FATE)

Hawati
Alliance for Drama Education

Hiinots

Youth Theater Coalition of
Chicago (Y1CC)

Towa

Towa Alliance for Arts Education
(1AEE)

Massachusetts

“The Massachusetts High School
Drama Guild, Inc

Michigan

“Theatre Alliance of Michigan (TAM)

Misstssippt

Mississippi Theatre Association

New York

“The New York State Theatre
Education Association (NYSTEA)

ity v utc edu/SCEA/

htp:/fwww setc.org

hitp:/swtfa.com

hitps/fwww.ccsesaarts.org

htp://www.connecticutdrama
association.org

htp:fwwve fatefirst org

http: www rehearseforlife.com

hitp://www. CCAP.usfytcc

hitp:/jwww.iowaalliancedartsed.org

htp:/www. mhsdg com

htp:/www theatreallianceof.

‘michigan.org

htp:/ /v mta-online org

htp:/fwiww.nystea.org
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change in society. Four productions include four age groups from five to
cighteen.

City Lights Youth Theatre (New York)
hitp v clyouththeatre.org,

Provides young people from diverse backgrounds the opportunity to par-
ticipate in theater experiences in order 1o develop confidence, responsibl-
ity, teamork, and a greater sense of self and community. Performing arts
classes, full-scle productions, and in-school residencies engage children
and teens, ages three to nineteen. There are workshops i acting impro-
visation, and musical theater. Classes are offered for children; high school
students are cast In productions

Clarkstown Summer Theatre (Clarkstown)
hitp v summertheatrefestival.com

A program that exposes high school students to the art of theater produc-
tlon. The program Is open (0 students going 1nto grade 9 through graduat-
ing seniors who live in the Rockland County area.

Creative Arts Team (New York)
hitp w1 cuny.edujportal_ur/content/academic_affars/cat/index.html
‘The Creative Arts Team Youth Theatre is divided inio three companies: the
‘Youth Theatre (for high school students), the Junior Youth Theatre (for
Junior high school studens), and the Ensemble (a training and performing
company of former Youth Theatre members aged elghicen to tweniy-five).
Students are admitted on a first-come,first-served basis, with 3 membership.
of around thiry-five members and 3 waiting list.

Developing Artsts Theater Company (New York)
hitp . developingartists.org,

A nonprofit organization dedicated to providing eight- o nineteen-year-
olds from culturally diverse backgrounds the opportunity to immerse them-
selves n the performing arts. Outreach programs and original productions
‘maintain a focus on collaboration. Small classes are offered In Basic Acting
(ages ten to fourteen) and Theater Studio (sges fourteen 10 seventeen). In
addition, enrolled students are offered weeldy workshops with artists from
around New: York City.

‘The 52nd Street Project [The Slightly Ofi-Broadway Theatre] (New York)
hitp w5 2projectorg

A notfor-profit organization dedicated to matching the inner-ity children
of Hells Kitchen (3ges nine to cighteen) with profesional theater artists
10 create original theater. Children are offered a succession of playwriting
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‘The splendid costumes festured in the photwgraphs were designed and
bult by Danuta Richards, it any help she could get. over all the year.
Peggy Muray gets cedi for interviewing, s for much ce In suppor of
the program. Special tharks g0 o David Feldman, who took charge of the
photography and provided most of the shots. Photograph credis lo go
£01Tiss Allicn and to Paul Heckel,who mainiains our Web site flled vith
pictures. Ealydrafts of parts of this text e read and critciaed by Vieinia
Suare, Eliza 1, and cther,

“The original members of the company—Robert Eggers, Amanda Mi-
chack, Nte and Nick Crondin, Natan Daskal, Mike nd began N, olly
Finncgan, Al Shaker, Sharon Bomstein, Anita Rundels, Maura Hentz, .
chel Papas, Kaidin Overs, Ashley Tats,fsica Richards, and many ohers—
aretill wih i i spet. Ou ey generation families—the Heckels, Hills
Murphys, Sloats Rundles, and Quinns—sul bolste us.

Rob Mz and Sam, the cildren of the auhors, nepved this book. T
pecple who get special thanks ae Charlote Mandell, who helped conceive
s company, and Roben Houston, s godfather.

Finall, this baok is dedcatd to nluences on Kellys young life: hee
mother, Maine Houston; Blanche Kelly, Barbara Cataldo; May Rawlings:
Lucille Robinson; Mageie and Annie Mae Houston: Viols and Ademo Vi
alpando; Margaret and Don Bosck: Carlyn and Hob Nelson: Ann and Jim
Barlo Joy and Joe Deaderids ane Love: Booie. Jean and Howard Carol
and Hans and Eline Evgste, ll of vhom taught he espect and the love
ofyoung children.
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An adult company that works with young audiences and offers workshops
for children aged four to thirteen,

Rare Productions (Hatfield)
hitpyjsnw.sareproductions co.uk

A youth musical theater group dedicated to giving children and young,
adults ages elght o elghteen from all backgrounds the chance to perform.

Ravenscourt Theatre School (Hammersmith)
itp s ravenscourt net/aboutus.cfim

Couples a general education program with Instruction in the techniques
of dramatics, dance, and singing The aim s to help each child to develop
talents and abilites and to cultivate practical and ereative skill,so that they
gain the experience they need to follow a career in the theatrical profession.
This, coupled with an effcient theatrical agency, enables the pupils to gain
practical experience in professional theater, television, and film produc-
tions.

Redroofs Theatre Company (Maidenhead)
itpjswiw.redoofs.co.ukjabout html

A co-educational independent day school for students ages nine ta sixieen
years old, providing a performing arts curriculum combined with a sound
academic education. Also offers part-time courses i dance, musical theater,
and drama, and an agency, placing students in West End shows, feature
films, television programs, and commercials

Ruding Lights Theatre Company (York)
tp s sdinglights.org/educationytheare.php.

Engages children in theater in an atmosphere where Christian faith and art
can be explored side by side, but membership 1 open 10 all respective of
religious belief. During the year, a program of projects consists of a serles
of weekly workshops aimed at developing performance skills and giving
participanis the opportunity o create original work as well as working with
xisting seripts. Offers weeklong theater courses in the summer.

Shakespeare Schools Festival [SSF] (London)
hitpyfsw.ssf ik com

AR ans education nitiative that enables children eleven 1o eighteen years
old to pesform a hal-hour production of Shakespeare's most famous plays
in their local professional theater. Taking care of the production side of
each performance, SSF also provides specialist drama training for both
directors and casts. Teacher/directors receive a training day with the Map
Consortium, while the casts have a half.day workshop in their performance
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dedicated to community outreach and offers many free workshops to un-
derprivleged children

Doorway to Drama [Wilmington Drama League] (Wilmington)
hitp filmingtondramaleague. org/opportunities/classes

Kids'ages seven to fificen learn the fundamentals of acting, auditioning,
singing, and dancing on the stage. A summer camp concludes in a perfor.

District of Columbla

Kelsey E. Collie (Washington, D.C.)
hutpyjuww kelseyecollie.com

A children's theater group offering summer workshops and courses. In-
cludes  semiprofessional troupe of young performers selected to perform
on tour.

Onestage Productions (Washingion, D.C)
hitp fuwi. onestageproductions.com

“Teaches young actors the fundamentals of acting and how to stage a live
theatrical production. Acting theory and techniques, character develop-
ment, plot and script development, and principles of theater are covered
as participants work 1o focus thelr energes, build selfconfidence, and
improve their communication skills. The session culminates in the perfor-

mance of an original stage production—written by the participanis—for
friends, family, and the general public.

‘The Studio Theatre Young Actors Ensemble (Washington, D.C.)
hutp fuwn.studiotheatre.org/conservatory/youth_dlasses.php

A program of actvites that Introduces young aclors ages twelve through
seventeen to realstc acting Through experiences such as theater games
pantomimes, improvisation, ensemble work, monologues, andjor scene
study, students acquire and expand skills in concentration, observation,
stimulus-response, and interplay. This cumiculum provides disciplined
process-oriented training for young actors with or without prier experience
or training,

Horida

All Children's Theatre (Gainesville)
hitp fuwi.aff org/eact/Acthtm

A nonprofi theater company dedicated to the enrichmen, entertainment.
and education of all children ages four to eighteen. Children in the Not
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the entire community. A positive environment in which young people can
learn teamwork and communication skills and bulld selfsteem,

Stepping Stone Players (Glendale)
p fuiseppingstoneplayers com

‘Anonproftchildrens theater company dedicated to bringing quality theater
arts experiences to individuals rom age eight to adult. School-aged children
are encouraged to create original plays. et designs, and costumes.

‘Theatre 360 [formerly Pasadena Junior Theatre] (Pasadena)

hutpfuww pasadenajuniortheatre.org/home shiml

A company committed to creating an environment in which children de-
velop imagination, talent, and self-esteem by learning how o actin theater,
film, TV, and commercils. Acting, dance, and voice training programs
provide challenging, innovarve, high-qualiy classes t0 students of all ages,
cultures, and levels of intrest. Seasonal clases teach students theater skills
wehich help them grovw as atists and as people.

TheatreWorks (Palo Alto)
htp fuwn.theatreworks.org/educationcommunitytheworkshop him
Engages and exposes educational and community organizations 1o the art
of theater using TheatreWorks productions and artists In programs that
build theater professionals and audiences. Acting clases are avalable n the
form of camps and conservatories that create a solid foundation of exper-
ence and theater appreciation.

Town Hall Kids (Lafayette)
hitpforw.thic.org/education

‘World-class shows designed for kids from preschool through high school.
Classes expase children of all ages to theater arts while developing self-
esteem, confidence, leadership, team-bulding skills, and advanced acting
techniques. Each class culminates in a performance.

Truckee Tahoe Youth Theater (Truckee)
see hitps/fowunw.sierragiving.org/Non-profits/non- profits html

Dedicated to providing a full spectrum of education in the theater arts to
the youth of Truckee and North Tahoe by holding workshops and staging,
productions in the region.

‘The Unusual Suspects Theatre Company (Los Angeles)
hitp/theunusualsuspects.org

A program that helps atrisk youth create original theater and to foster
pride. self-confidence, and racial tolerance. Youth are empovwered by giving
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creative movement for preschool and kindergarten children to outreach
programs in connection with the schools. The theater includes around six
hundred students each year in classes and reaches many more through its
acdaimed educational outreach programs.

Island Theatre Workshop (Vineyard Haven)
hitp fwwse.twm.org,

Primarily a music theater camp, with four two-seek sessions and an orgi-
nal musical presented at the end of each session. Everyone, regardless of
age, is involved in each class, with the exception of the acting classes, which
are broken up into age-appropriate groups. The Children's Theatreis a sum-
‘mer drama program in music, theater, voice and speech, and body move-
ment, for young people from six to sixteen years old. The Apprentice Play-
ers is a winter drama program for young people ages seven o fifteen with
classes and productions. The performances include everyone, as interaction
among different ages enhances the learning experience and makes produc.
tions more enjoyable. A Mugwump program provides students with an
opportunity to work as junior staff, together with theater and music theater
‘majors from Camegie Mellon University, wha are training for professional
careers in theater. Many graduates are currently working as professionals in
the world of stage, television, and film. They return from time to time for
performances, master classes, and summer staff.

JM Productions & Children's Corner (Quiney)
hitp:wwse jmproductionspresents.com

Presents dinner theater and children's classes for theater, dance, and music
in the South Share.

Kids' Cabaret! (Hingham)
see hutp:/Jgocitykids.parentsconnect com/atiraction/kids-cabaret-post.of-
fice-box-239-hingham.ma-02043-us

A nonprofit community youth theater program producing an annual sum-
mer musical involving children. Kids' Cabaret! s designed to give kids
the oppormunity o sing, dance, and act in 3 fulllength feaure musical
production. It also gives young adults the opportunity to direct, produce,
choreograph, paint, design, build, teach, conduct, and play for a musical
production.

Kidstock (Winchester)
hitpwwse Kidstocktheater.com

Offers dozens of theater workshop programs year-round for students in
preschool through high school. A hands-on approach involves students
Swrking oot inebe Wit picefis il schin. EokuEons sl tedgiecy o





OEBPS/Images/back_078.jpg
A nonprofit organization committed to providing quality children’s theater
on the East Side of Cleveland. Young people from kindergarten through
grade 12 enjoy a safe, nurturing environment and a cooperative leaming
experience as they work together to mount a production. The extraordinary
antistc qualiy of productions and the sense of connection t0 a larger com.-
‘munity malc children and adults choose to become involved in theater.

Mishpachah (Mason)
htp s mish-ine.com

An auditioned Christian drama group made up of high school studens
Offers performances about teen 1sus.

‘The Muse Machine (Dayton)
hitp v musemachinedayton.org

An art education organization that offes students opportunites to explore
a variety of at forms—from ballet,instrumental music, and theater 1o con-
temporary dance and the visual arts. The secondary program Is exposure
based and is offered and administered through an extracurricular school
club. The elementary program s co-curricular and takes place in the class-
foom setting. Teachers and professional artists combine their talents to
provide Integrated programming for students

Near West Theatre (Cleveland)
hitpfwwwnearwesttheatre.org

Since 1978 has engaged youth on the near west side of Cleveland. It pro-
grams are now Intergenerational, and KLAMOR (Kids Loud and Musical
‘Organic Review) trains children to put on a mini-musical

Ohio Lyric Theatre of Springfield (pringfield)
htpwww.ohlolyric.org

Produces musical theater, adult and children choruses, and Kidstage Chil-
dren's Theater. Under the direction of a diverse variety of guest artists and
instructors, KidStage members participate in regularly scheduled theater
sworkshops, develaping experience in the arts while gaining confidence and
self-esteem.

Playhouse Youth Theatre (Youngstown)
hitpftheyoungstownplayhouse.com

Offers professionally taught classes offering the opportunity to nurture
that imagination, develop creativiy, and experience the theatrical process
through active partcipation. From regular theater classes for all ages to four
‘mainstage youth productions every year, attention and care for area youth
is paramount,





OEBPS/Images/back_116.jpg
improvisation, clowning, and Mitspieltheater (audience involvement). The:
vision is creative potential and individuality without borders.

Dasseldorfer Kinder- und Jugendtheater (Dusseldorf)
hitpwvnw.volldastheater de.

An'extensive curriculum, from elementary instruction 1o production. Tea-
chers are involved in the process, and there are independent theater activi-
tes o children, including theater Iaboratories and reviews

Fundus Theater (Hamburg)
hitp v fundus-theater defindex php.

Affords children from age four o ten the full scope of drama—puppet,
‘music, lm, and visual arts. Cooperates with teachers in partner schools
and with visiting productions from Germany and abroad. In collaboration
swith PROFUND Children's Theater Association of Hamburg, explores the
research implications of children's theate.

‘GRIPS Theater (Berlin)
hitpfwvnw gripstheater.de

A children's theater founded in the sixties that challenges young audiences
with nontraditional, serious subjects and themes. Includes Banda Agita, 2
youth lub with s ovn program of productions.

Kinder- und Jugendiheater (Bad Segeberg, SchleswigHolstein)
hitp v indertheatersh.de.

Offers a variety of courses to children on elements of theater production
and performance. There are special courses in physical thythm, theater op-
tics (black stage), and spontaneous theater.

Kinder- und Jugendtheater Murkelbihne (Berlin)
hitp v murkelbuchne de

Offers a broad varity of courses for children of different ages, from four
through twenty years old. Performances include classical and original plays,
Hosts regional and Eurapean workshops.

Kinder- und Jugendtheater Spielwerkstatt (Berlin)
hitp v spielwerkstattberln.de

“Theater for, with, and by children, from scenework to reflection on the
nature of theater in the schools. Performances Involve Improvisation and
partcipation of the audience.

Kinder- und Jugendtheater Wuppertal (Wuppertl)
‘hatpy s kinder jugendtheater.de
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'Young REP (Birmingham)
hitp: v young-1ep.org.uk/partcipate/young: peoplefyoung-rep.

Based atthe Birmingham Repertory Theatre, works wih young people aged
between cight and eighteen across Birmingham and the West Midlands,
Professional staff create and produce a broad range of high-quality theatri-
cal experiences.

‘Young Theatre (Beaconsfield)
hitp v youngtheatre.org uk

For young people. aged ten and above, who have an nterest In theater
production, whether as actor or technician. The company currently mounts
three main productions a year and enters local and national one-act play
competiions.

‘Youth Action Theatre (London)
hitp . yatorg uk/backstage/history/index htm

Dedicated to stimulating the love of drama and theater in sixteen- o
wenty-five-year-olds. Students participate n drama workshops and perfor-
‘mances. Membership is voluntary and requires no prior experience.

‘Youth Theatre Yorkshire (York)
hitp v communigate.co.ukjne/youththeatreyorkshire

Offers ten workshops In different age ranges for young pecple from five
10 twenty-five also uns annual residentil drama courses, summer work-
shops, theater trips, and specialst workshops. Stages three main produc-
tions each year as well as smaller performances by the various groups. The
svorkshops explore issies that concern young people today.

Zenith Youth Theatre Company (Bath)
hitp e zenithyte.co.uk

A theatrical society for all young people aged between thirteen and twenty-one
s+ho demonstrate an enthusiasm and commitment to the groups alm of pre-
senting musical theater of the highest standard. The group has an “access for
everyone” policy, so anyone within the age range can be actively involved in
any aspect of theater production and presentation. Members have to things
in common—commitment and enthusiasm—enabling many different types
of young people to enjoy a creative and social experience together, forging
fiendships and gaining experience outside their normal sockal cirle.

Ireland

Bamstorm Theatre Company (Kilkenny)
oot em Ay,
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Focuses on training and nurturing of children as young as three. One ob-
Jective s to encourage public partcipation n all aspects of performing arts
regardless of race, clas, or creed. The Academy works with children with
special nceds, shelter homes, schools, the disabled, and the deat.

Philippines

Preda Akbay Advocacy Theater Group (Olongapo City)
hitp v precha.org/ work/akbay]theatergroup.himl

Advocats the rights of the children and youth empowerment, raising the
consciousness of the general public regarding social issues confronting the
children and youth, using theater as an effective tool. Young people en-
hance their lents as playwrights, stage directors, performers, visual artists,
singers, musicians, dancers, choreographers, youth faclitators, community
organizers, stage technictans, and production managers through a series
of training and participatory artistic interactions. The company carries s
‘mission worldwide.

Singapore

Act Three International (Singapore)
htpwwnact3intemational com.

An arts company that believes 1n an allround learning environment.
Projects are commissioned In private and public sectors that marry the arts
with the environment, heritage, and culture. This unique position allows
the company to give children a valuable experience of learning through the
arts. The ACT 3 drama syllabus is a seies of planned, related learning actv-
ity modules, in classes for children from ages elghicen months to fifieen
years.

Centre Stage School of the Arts (Singapore City)
hitp: v centre-stage.com

Offers drama, art and creative programs for stadents from eighteen months
0 adult: parent and toddler, art and craft, and drama classes for children
as well as acting, speech and drama, voice, and art classes for adults and
ailor-made classes for both teenagers and adults.

Sr Lanka

Lanka Children's and Youth Theatre Organisation (Kotte)
hitp v playhousekotte.org

A training program in drama and theater offered fice of charge to youth
e A coninitied i shidvios i td thenier. The oot catails
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Pled Piper Theatre (Manassas)
hitp v center-for-the-art. o/ pledpiper/

Offers regular-season and summer programs, specializing in musical the-
ater, for children betseen the ages of eight and eighteen from all socioeco-
nomic backgrounds.

Stage Door Productions (Fredericksbur)
hitp fwvnw stagedoorproductions.org.

Offers a varity of workshops, classes, and camps throughout the year for
children between the ages of four and eighteen. Weekdong summer camps
aulminate In performance at the end of each week. & scholarship has been
established for a participating teenager.

‘Theatre IV Stage Explorers Camp [The Children's Theatre of Virginia]
(Richmond)

hitp . theatreivrichmond.org/stage_exp huml

Offers a summer camp in which children participate. Campers are divided
according to grade level and explore acting singing, design, and other the-
ater-elated actvites

‘Theatrix Productions (Virginia Beach)
hitp v idspay.com/KidsteenPAWsummercamp himl

Offers two- 1o four-week tuition-based summer performing arts camps
for children ages six to nineteen that rehearse and prepare full musical
productions for public performance. Participants are exposed to and have
thelr hands in virually every aspect of the production, from helping with
costumes and sets o singing, dancing, and acting on stage.

Young Peaples Theatre (Arlington)
hitp v ypuva.com

Gives home-educated students with an interest in acting and theater a
chance to polish their skills and showcase thelr talents. Includes summer
camps and an occasional small show.

Washingion

Academy of Children's Theatre [ACT] (Richland)
hitp v academyofchildrenstheatre.org

Offers numerous classes for students from three to adult. Troupe is a small
touring group formed from high school students; Studio 65 is a weekly
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Arts on the Move (Manchester)
hitpfwww arsonthemove.co.uk

A versatile company specializing in providing quality drama services, re-
sources, and support. Offers courses and workshaps to primary and second-
ary school students.

Aylesbury Vale Youth Theatre (Haddershaw)
hitpwwavytorg

A group of sixteen- to twenty-one-year-olds takes responsibility for every
aspect of production, from proposing the show to acting, directing, musical
production, design, and technical and stage management. Workshops and
theater trps are available to students,

Babbling Vagabonds Storytelling Theatre Company (Bakerwell)
hitp i babblingvagabonds.co.uk

Stages theater events that engage and involve all elements of the commu-
nity, exploring the boundaries of performance and performance space with
our work and sharing and collaborating with as many people as possible
in both creation and presentation.

Barbara Speake Stage School and Agency (London)
hitpwwn barbaraspeake.com

A full-time academic and vocational school for students from age four to
sixteen. Offer atisti raining in dance, drama, audition technique, and
singing, An In-house agency represents students seeking professional work
in television, theater, and film,

Beck Youth Theatre (West London)
hitp v becktheatre org.ukjcontent aspiCategorylD=1770

A company dedicated to promoting the performing ars 10 young peaple
through a mixture of workshops, Improvisation, and shows

Beckenham Theatretrain (Bromley)
hitp v heatretrain.co.uk

Offers combined acting, singing, and dancing casses in groups for chidren
from six o eighteen years old. Stages large-scae productions in the summer

Bedfordshire Youth Theatre (Bedford)
hitp v bedsyouththeatre.co.uk

Provides studenis age sixieen to twenty-one the apportuniy 10 take part
in dramaic productions, both acting and technical. Eleven- to fificen-year-
olds participate in a one.week summer school program that culminates in
i Shieales tetii
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Appendix C: Programs and
Companies: International

“This list contains programs and companies throughout the world, along
with some basic details for each. Further information may be obtained by
visiting the Web sites provided. This list will be revised and amended as
needed, so please visit http://wiww.childrenstheaterinfo.com for periodic
updates. If you wish to suggest additional sites, please send your recom-
‘mendations 1o us at ctsurvey2@aol.com.

ASIA

India

Assoclation for Nascent Art and Natural Theatre [ANANT] (New Delhi)
hitp/jwww.anantindia.org

Creates in children's theater a space for wide and rich exposure, capac-
ity enhancement, selflearning and realization, and a platform for self-
expression. In 1999 the management and running of the group was taken
over by a group of young people. From the beginning ANANT has been
conscious of the need to include the disadvantaged—mentlly, physically,
economically, and socially—within this space.

Evam Youth Forum [The Company Theatre] (Bangalore)
hitp/jwwrw thecompanytheatre.net/youthforumnew. htm

Conceived as an nitiative toward creating a vibrant and thriving culture of
theater among youth across India, seeks to bring together talented, commit.
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Offers courses and workshops with a broad range of artistic practice, en-
couraging and developing interest n the arts. Courses and workshops run
by professional tutors are available in areas such as acting, voice, role-play,
improvisation, singing, dance, and stage combat.

The Bt School (Croydon)
hitp fwew bri croydon.sch.uk

An independent, state-funded City College for the Technology of the Ars,
the first one of ts kind dedicated to education and voeational training for
the performing arts, media, art and design, and the technologies that make
performance passible. Most of the fourteen- to nineteen-year-old students
intend to make 3 career in the arts, entertainment, and communications
industries

Broadway Youth Theatre (Barking)
hitp fww thebroadswaybarking com

Offers classes In four groups to students between age six and tweniy-two,
Classes meet weekly, with Intensive production projects during the Easter
and summer holidays.

Bruvvers Theatre Company (Newcastle upon Tyne)
hitp s bruvvers.co.uk/youth asp

Bruvvers Theatre Company and The Round, Newcastle's newest theater, are
working together 1o help young people aged eleven to fourteen who want
t0 learn performance sklls and take part n shors.

Burnley Youth Theatre Millenntum Festival Project (Burnley)
hitp fwiw burnleyyouthiheatre.com

A year-round program for students between the ages of five and twenty-
five, encompassing all art forms through a range of raining workshops and
other projects.

Bury St. Edmunds Youth Theatre (Bury St. Edmunds)
hitpsecure theatreroyal.org/ PEO/site]gett% Finvolved/

Offers drama clubs for children between the ages of five and twelve, along
with two youth theater groups for older students. As well as covering 3
range of work that includes technique and skils building in voice, move-
ment, and acting, the groups also work on scripted pieces, some of which
are performed on stage. There is also  group for parents and toddlers in
which creative movement is explored.

CAT (Henwick Crove)
el i
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A complete bibliography of espurces is available online at hitp v childrens
heaternfo.com. 1f you wish 1o suggest additional resourees, please conact us al
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Northern Ireland

Centre Stage Summer Drama Holidays (Belfast)
hitp v summerdrama.co.uk

Summer drama activities for children ages elght 1 eighteen, including im-
provisation, mime, dance, and choral speaking

Scotland

4WORD Maryhill Youth Theatre (Clasgow)
hitp v wordereative.com

Performance and production skills for young peaple aged tvelve to eigh-
teen. Recent work includes stage plays, Alm projects, and a podplay for
TMunes,

‘Aberdour Players Youth Theatre (Aberdour)
See hutpfwnww bebo.comProfile spiMemberld=4358046417

A group of thiry actors aged ten 1o sixieen, with three youth leaders. Au-
thors some of its own productions. Welcomes everyone to join,

Ankur Productions (Clasgow)
hitpwvn anlausproductions.org uk/Education htm

Includes an education and cutreach program to address the lack of partici-
pation in the art by people from Scorland's ethnic minority communities
as well as the lack of cultural and creative diversity. Offers drama work-
shops for children nine and older.

Brunton Youth Theatre (East Lothian)
hitp:fwwhw bruntontheatre.co ukjwebpages community_youththeatre.php
Offers young people aged eight through elghicen an oppormnlty to leam
a huge range of theater skills through workshops, rehearsals, and perfor-
‘mances, supported by experienced drama tutors. Visiting drama tutors
develop acting techniques, cirus skills, stage makeup, stage fighting, and
production skills

Carnegle Youth Theatre (Dunfermline)
hitpfww.carnegleyouththeatre.org uk

Provides the youth of Dunfermline and the surrounding area the chance to
gain skill In performing arts. The group performs twice a year, concentrat-
ing on musical theatre.

Clax Youth Theatre (Clackmannanshire)
hitp: v clacksweb, org ukculture/claxyouththeatre/
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talent is discovered. But the primary purpose of these programs is to help
children develop life skils through participation in the performing ars

Nebraska

‘The Haymarket Theatre (Lincoln)
hitp v haymarkettheatre.org

Provides theater casses for children during the school year. A friendly, fun-
flled, and fast-paced environment in which Kids can explore their natural
performing sldlls.

Omaha Theater Company for Young People (Omaha)
hitpi v osetheaterorg/classes-aboutasp.

Offers year-round classes i acting, drama, and musical theater for children
ages four to eighteen. All classes are professionally instructed and focus on
the individual development of each child. Many offer performance oppor-
tunities. A program called Teens ‘N’ Theater offers young peaple opportuni-
tes 10 act, direct, writ, design, and stage manage

Nevada

The Rainbow Company Youth Theatre (Las Vegas)
hitp www ainbowcompany info/index himl

Athiny-year-old youth theater program sponsored by the cty of Las Vegas,
Atthe core of the company is s Ensemble, a group of forty dedicated chil
dren, ages ten to eighteen, selected by open audition. A variety of classes
in all aspects of theater is offered to students from age four through high
school.

Sign Deslgn Theatre Company (Las Vegas)
hp: v signdesigntheatre.org

A nonprofit youth development organization that provides an innovative
program combining American Sign Language (ASL). dance, and the per-
forming ars. Children ages five 0 eighteen learn and perform ASL through
music. While bringing 3 creative and Inspirational form of entertainment
10 ther audiences, Sign Design members gain self-confidence, a sense of
responsibility, and an understanding of the vale of community service and
disability acceptance.

New Hampshire

Andy's Summer Playhouse (Wilion)
. g e a e e O
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Conclusion

“The Oyster River Players has grown In size and evolved from cardboard
sets 10 2 bam full of backdrops, stage furniture, and costumes, but it has
not changed its mission. It is 2 teaching theater for young peaple, most of
them beginners who want more learning in the arts than they are offered In
school. Students have never been recruited for the company. They come in
through family and friends, and they stay, enjoying the experience horiever
far they cany it

In principle, but also for practical reasons, company members are en-
couraged to audition for any parts that interest them in any plays the
company puts on, and roles are double and triple cast—whatever It akes
to assign roles all around. Like any other performers, ours are motivated by
‘competition. But the spirit even of auditions can be apen and encouraging
ifthe children who are putting themselves to the test are given the right as-
surances. To recrut or reject company members through auditions would
damage the spirit of the company. Instead, our focus will always be on
expanding opportunites. Performers are “feady” for roles, or they are not
yet;roles “fit” or they do not quite.

“The students complain about too much Shakespeare (“Not that we don't
like ..., and they want more contemporary plays ifwe can afford them.
‘We have talked about expanding experiments in musical theater, lie the
time when 3 rock band made up of company members composed and
performed background music for As You Lie . We have dreamed about
constructing our own theater (maybe another bam renovation at Kelly's
father's farm). More importantly and realistically, over the years we have
expected senor members of the company 10 assume more and more re-
‘sponsibilty for classes and productions. Now our graduates come back to
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performers the opportunity to rehearse and perform in productions for live
audiences. Instruction includes training in acting, singing, musical theater,
dance, and movement by highly qualified master teachers and culminates
in a live performance.

South Carolina Children's Theatre [SCCT] (Greenville)
hitp v scchildrenstheatre.org

A year-round program for studens ages three through elghteen. The format
includes intensive training, production classes, and workshops. Each for-
mat offers unique games, actvities, and challenges for the theater student,

South Dakota

Children's Theatre Company of South Dakota [Black Hills Playhouse]
(Vermillion)

hitp v blackhilsplayhouse.comyctc

Provides a rare and unique theater experience for young people across the
Midwest, allowing them the opportunity to perform with professional the-
ater arists in a ull-seale musical production. One-week residencies culmi-
nate in a musical production using up to fify local children, with sutable
parts designed for every age, skill, and experience level,

Tennessee

All Children's Theatre at Germantown Community Theatre (Germantown)
hitp v germantowncommunitytheatre.org/ AT htm.

A program of Fun in Theatre, including Samrday classes, home-school
classes, summer camps, and special workshops. All Children's Theatre Is a
summer performance sries that stages an outdaor musical and an outdoor
play. Children lear the skils of technical theater and performance.

Dixie Youth Theatre (Huntingdon)
hitpfdixiepac.net/dixie_youth_theater htm

Part of the civic center construcied with the cooperation of local businesses
0 serve as a venue for the performing, literary, visual, and media arts
Classes are offered in creative drama for the very young and acting for chil-
dren through high school. Performances are scheduled through the year

Nashville Children's Theatre (Nashville)
hitp v nashyillechildrenstheatre.org/orange/index htm

Offers camps and classes year-round that are designed with a progressive.
aurriculum 10 meet the developmental needs of children of different ages
and abilities, providing an instructional ladder that allows children to build





OEBPS/Images/back_133.jpg
An educational program that develops social abilities and creativity in
young children and performance skills in students aged fourteen to tweny-

MA0.D.S.—Next Generation Youth Theate (Ashton-under-Lyne)
hitpi - mossleynextgeneration.co.uk

Provides a safe, open, and inclusive environment where young people
aged five to elghteen years are encouraged to express themselves through
performing ats

The Mill Youth Theatre (Banbury)
hutp://ww themillartscentre.co.uk/wps/wem/connect/MilArts/ Youths
Ants/MillAriss+aYouths theatre

Presents original productions under the direction of professional arists
Classes are organized by ages and are coordinated with the Cheswell The-
atre Company.

Mountview Academy of Theatre Arts (London)
hitp o mountview org uk.

Offers theater training classes for young people (ages six through eighteen)
throughout the year, a teenage musical theater course, and a summer
schoal,

Mu-Lan Youth-Theatre (London)
hitp] v mu-lan.org/youth html

“The first award-winning Britsh-East Asian youth theater company, founded
in 1988, Productions are devised by company members, and the adultcom-
pany offers drama workshops in local schools,

National Youth Theatre (London)
hitp v nyt.oguk

Established in 1956 1o offer young people the chance to develop their
creative and social skills through acting and technical disciplines. Provides
opportunities 1 all young people aged thirteen to twenty-one in the UK,
regardless of background.

Nichola Rees Youth Academy (Watford)
hitp i nrya.co.uk

A children's theater company that specializes in drama workshops and
performance. Classes are structured as workshops, including devised drama
or improvisation and games. When preparing for a production, the lessons
PR R
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Broadway Starz (Temecula)
hitp:/jwwwbroadwaystarz.com

Serves the community as an educational resource dedicated to the promo-
ton, development, and celebration of all creative and performing arts. This
is accomplished through an innovative and comprehensive theatre arts
program in which children, youths, and adults can develop thelr creative
potential while experiencing the enjoyment of sefxpression.

Buena Park Youth Theatre (Buena Park)
hitp:/jwwwbuenaparkfinearts.com/youth.php.

BPYT has produced fully staged Broadway musicals since 1981. Over the
years more than twenty-five hundred young people between the ages of
eight and eightcen have participated. Full-length shovs are presented with
professional lighting and sound, full costumes, and complete sets. Al pro-
ductions are presented with highest quality production values possible and
have consistently received outstanding critcal acclaim.

Cal Shakes Summer Theater [California Shakespeare Theater] (Oskland)
hitp:jwiww calshalkes.org/ v educ/summertheaterprograms.html

Provides invaluable training for young people ages clght to cighteen who
are interested in the pursult of acting, 3 vill 2 for thase who want to cre-
ate through other means of expression, with the goal of nourishing imagl-
nations i preparation for the work of life.

California Young Actors Conservatory (San Diego)
see hupfsrw sandiego.org/listing Visiors/ 12758

Offers classes and worlshops taught by well-respected professional actors
and teachers. Produuces youth theatre productions staff led by professional
actordirectors, producers, musical directors, and choreographers

Chico Children's Theatre Workshop (Chico)
hitp:/jwww.chicotheatercompany.com

Since 1998, has offered nearly two hundred children ages four to seventeen
‘twelve productions and workshops. & school for performing arts includes
courses for teenage students.

Children's Civic Light Opera (Culver City)
hitp:/jww.cclo.org

Presents musical theater productions that tell stories through a combina-
tlon of song, dance. and dialogue. Classes and warkshops open doors for
creative expression and performance through an intermediary program
between educational theater and the professional sage.
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Kansas.

Topeka Youth Players [Helen Hocker Center for the Performing Arts]
(Topeka)

see hitp:/whvw.topela.org/parksrec/ Hocker shiml

A troupe of eleven- to thirteen-year-olds s selected through auditions for
productions twice a year. Those not slected for a production are encour-
aged 1o take part in the volunteer theater crew. Various summer camps are
offered, and the Bath House Players (ages fourteen to eighteen) perform
w010 three shows annually and tour.

Kentucky

Lexington Youth Theatre (Lexington)
hitp:/jwwwlexingtonyouththeatre.com

A nonprofit touring theater company that also includes classes and work-
shops for young peaple ages four to eighteen.

Loulsvlle Youth Theatre [LYT] (Louisille)
htp:jwwwelouissilleyouththeatre com

Provides youth with the opporunity to partiipate in theatrical perfor-
mances for the purpose of developing talent, selfconfidence, creaiviy,
imagination, discipline, and teamwork. LYT is dedicated to theatrial
excellence and providing wholesome, quallty entertainment for the com-
munity.

‘Sunburst Youth Theatre (Bowling Green)
hup:/jwww.pikbg org

Theater professionals work with youth ages elght 1o elghteen in numerous
programs such as youth-acted one-act plays, acting classes, and the famous
Shakespeare Summer Day Camp.

‘Walden Theatre (Louisvile)
hitp:/jwwwewaldentheatre.org

A theater conservatory and producing organization for young people. Its
mission is o provide the oppornity for young people to groa and develop.
throuigh the comprehensive stuy of theater. It offrs 3 formal curiculum,

Loulstana

The Children's Theatre Company (Lake Charles)
hitp://0087bd7.netsolhost.com

Offers training in theater for children ages three and a half to eighteen,
taught by a team of professional directors. Stdents leam to act, sing, and
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‘The Great River Educational Arts Theatre (st. Cloud)
hitp v greattheatre.org,

Performs for students and offers a variety of summer programs Instructing
children in theater kills

Upstage! Muslcal Theatre Workshop (Minneapolis-St. Paul)
hitp v upstagemuw.org.

Provides a fun and challenging environment for talented young perform-
ers ages four o thinty. Offers telve weeks of formal instruction in drama,
voice, dance, and movement, culminating in a production of a children's
operetta or musical Also offers summer programs, camps, and community
workshops.

Youth Performance Company [YPC| (Minneapolis)
hitpww youthperformanceco.com

Offers winter classes for students from kindergarten through high school.
A Young Artists Coundll s a leadership group of teen peers dedicated to
the advancement of young artiss. They meet monthy to support the main
stage season. They also organize their own summer show, which i directed,
created, and produced entirely by artists twenty-one or younger.

Mississippl

Acting Up Theatre Company (Grayling)
hitp v actingup bizjworkshop/workshop.himl

An adult performance group that offers theater workshops for children
cleven to seventeen on college campuses.

Missourl

Coterle Theatre (Kansas City)
hitp: v coterietheatre,org/classes html

Offers  variety of classes for children focused on process rather than prod-
uct, providing educational experiences that challenge the child s audience
and arst. Instructors are theater professionals—actors, designers, and
directors. Classes are kept small enough that all students are able to partici-
pate and lear. Students are trained in Interpreting and auditioning, as well
25 acting, Teenage actors are invited to audition for adult plays.

Crestwood-Kirkwood Youth Theater (Kirkwood)
see hutpfuvww.ci.Kirlavood mo.us] parks/com-center/theaterprograms him
Produces two productions per year—one in April and one in December—
ot ik ki s gty ‘yeasily sl e Bty thic sk o elght’ i
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environment. This is accomplished by teaching, practicing, and performing
Ive theater with youth who are interested in Iearning and becoming more
involved in stage acting,

Actors Workout Studio (Los Angeles)
htp:/jwww.actorsworkout.com

Offers professional acting training and coaching for adults, teens, and chi-
dren.

Adda Clevenger Junior Preparatory and Theater School for Children
(San Francisco)

htp:/jaddaclevenger.org

A coeducational schaol for students In grades K-8,

American Conservatory Theater—Young Conservatory (San Francisco)
hitp:/wiww. act-s orgfste/Page Server I pagename-conservatory_yc

The large and well-cstablished studens’ component of the American Con-
servatory Theater. The standard curriculum offes between owenty and thirty
different classes and intensive programs designed for beginning, interme.
dinte, and advanced-level study, all et according to age. Courses include
Improvisation, Acting, Voice and Speech, Dialects, Audition, Professional-
ism, Creating Physical Character, Musical Theater, Dance, Shakespeare,
Alexander Technique, Directing, On-Camera Acting Techniques, Active
Play Reading (in various syles of theater and dramatic wriing), Technical
Theater Lab and Design for the Theater, Senor Seminar (1 ald graduating
students in the transition to college, university, or conservatory). and vari.
‘ous master casses. The Young Consérvatory Company, the production and
public performance arm of the school. offers a season of four plays, many
of which are commissioned and original creations. Additional emphases
include new plays written, performed, and published; and intemational
programs in cooperation with distinguished companies and schools
abroad. Financial assistance is based on need for each session, and funds
for these scholarships are raised through annual events and private dona-
tions. Additionally, the Young Conservatory has a long history of working
swith special-needs groups in the San Francisco Tenderloin neighborhood
(Clide Memorial Church. the Vietnamese Youth Development Organiza-
tion, the Columbia Park Boys and Girls Club, and more).

ARIEL Theatrical, Inc. (Salinas)
htp:/jwww.arieltheatrcal org

A nonprofit theater ats program for children throughout Morerey County.
ARIEL provides a comprehensive theater experience that imparts the oys of
learning and performing while teaching positive values and enhancing self-
poivoies
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Offers classes and productions to students with different levels of experience:
and abilty year-sound: two fullscale Broadway musicals, tio Broadway Ir.
summer workshops. Premiere Performing Ensembles, and o semester
sessions i theater dynamics. Stresses teamywork and responsibiliy, as el
as the technical and artistic aspects of musical theater.

Creative Arts Theatre & School [CATS| (Atlington)
hitp: v creativearts.org

Founded in 1977, one of the oldest operating youth theaters in the nation
and the only youth theater in the Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex, where
youth pesform for peers and run the lights, sound, and crew. CATS is a the-
ater by youth foryouth, offering classes year-round for children ages four to
seventeen and adults in all aspects of theater education,

DCT Academy and Teen Conservatory [Dallas Children's Theatre] (Dallas)
hitp . det org/index. php/academy

Offers a varity of theater and video classes taught by professional theater
antists. Highly participatory, hands-on programs. Classes ar divided by age
level, and most clases include a performance at the end of the program.

Denton Community Theatre (Denton)
hitp: . dentoncommuniytheatre.com

A theater school with performance classes and camps year-round. Seven to
ten productions through the year include traveling and comperition shows
and showeases

Express Children's Theatre Education Program [ETEP| (Houston)
hitp v expresstheatre.comjetep himl

Includes afer-school theater arts programs and summer camps that focus
o all aspects of rehearsing and performing a play. Students leam both the
history of theater and theatrcal skills as they participate in the rehearsal
process and the excliement of performing on stage. ETEP also assists
schools in implementing an art-based curriculum that contributes to the
growih and development of students: raising self-stcem, fostering commu-
nication and collaboration, nurturing deductive reasoning, and enhancing
problem-solving sils.

Hill Country Children's Theater (Fredericksburg)
hitp v hillcountrytheater.org

A theater program sponsared by the Salvation Amy that stresses the com-
munlty of ehildren who participate. Productions are family-fiendly and
have strong moral and ethical themes. Main roles are illed by children, but
parents often join on stage.
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Young Actors’ Theatre [YAT] (San Diego)
hutpy/ o yatsandiego.org

Produces five musicals  year and offers an allinclusive performing arts
studio with a variety of classes in voice, drama, and dance. Classes at YAT
teach technical skills, and productions give students the opportunity 10 ap-
plywhat they learn in front of an audience.

‘The Young Artists Ensemble Youth Theatre Company (Thousand Oaks)
hitpyjuw youngartstsensemble.com

Dedicated o providing the highest quality performing arts experiences for
the youth of the Conejo Valley and beyond. instilling a seed of ove for the
arts that continues to grow and blassom throughout thelr ives, Hundreds
of kids between the ages of ten and nineteen have the apportunlty to per-
form in well-known musicals and plays.

Young People’s Teen Musical Theatre Company (San Francisco)
hutp . ypimic.org,

A performing arts program for San Francisco teenagers thirteen (o elghtcen
years of age. The company has been in existence since 1954, and Its alumni
have gone on to national tours, Broadway shows, national commercials,
and conservatory BFA programs.

Young Performers Theatre (San Francisco)
hutpy o ypLorg

A company that produces children classis, adaptations, and new works,
ith children from all backgrounds working alongside professional actors.

Youth Academy of Dramatic Arts [YADA] (Los Angeles)
hutpyfow.yada.org,

“Theater ats training programs for children elght to seventeen. Classes are
delineated based on age and ability. Designers, directors, choreoraphers,
musical directors, stage managers, and running crew are all on saff Private
coaching is avallable in volce, music, and dance, and YADA also offers
stagecraftinternships.

Youth for Asian Theater [YFAT] (San Francisco)
hutpyfow yfatorg,

‘Ayouth.un acting group that writes, directs, and performs original plays fo-
cusing on Asian themes. YFAT aims to introduce youth to the many aspects
of theater, teaching them the skills necessary to create 2 theater production
and be strong leaders in thelr communities. Although many of YFATs
members are Asian, they come from a diverse mix of ethnic backgrounds
“The goal of YFAT is not to exclude youth but o build tes between different
R e e
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Offers an eight-week summer arts program for students in the elemen-
tary, middle, and high schools. These programs are instructed by staff
from the Grand Forks reglon (Including the Crand Forks Public Schools
and the Universlty of North Dakota) as well as special guests ffom
around the country. Students learn and grow through a variety of experi-
ences in the arts.

Trollwood (Fargo)
hitp . trollwood.org

A major summer theater twaining ‘camp” for young actors. Each season,
over four hundred students participate In the variety of summer programs.
‘They enjoy a relaxed. outdoor atmosphere, learning alongside other st
dents of their age and skilllevel, under the direction of professional artists
and teachers. High school elective credit is avallable for participation.

‘Youth Education on Stage [VES] (Williston)
See hutpfwnw kfyriv com/News_Stories.aspinews=32264

Produces three shorws each summer—mostly musical theater and large cast
productions—with children in grades 1 through 12.

ohio

‘The Beck Center for the Arts Youth Theatre (Lakewood)
hitpbeckeenter.orgtheater/youth. htm

Provides high-qualiy education in the art to all people regardess of age
or ability. The theater program offers a broad program for children and
teens, Teens and adult share casses in sketch comedy and original theater;
seversl full-scle dramas and musicals are scheduled over the year on the.
‘main stage and the studio theater. Here, theater 1 a part of a broad and
integrated program in the ars,

‘The Children's Theatre of Cinclnnati (Cincinnati)
htp v thechildrenstheatre.com

Provides an opportunity for children 1o be exposed to the varkty of art
forms that come together to create the magic of theater. Two STAR. Pro-
grams are directed toward children ages nine to cleven and twelve (o eigh-
teen. A summer program for nine- 1o eighteen-year-olds offes professional
classes and enrichment in musical theater. Led by professional teaching
antists, students participate in workshops and training in acting, dance, and

‘The Children's Theatre of Mason [CTM] (Mason)
o ool Aiinaties stoniirm price’
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North Country Teen Theatre Group (Lebanon)
hipfnorthcountyteentheatre.fs1.com

Produces a teen musical show annually, with children from area schools
routinely participating in all aspects of the production, from set design to
acting.

Commaunity Players of Concord: Children's Theater Project [CTP] (Con-
cord)

hitp: e communityplayersofconcord org/4CTP/CIP html

Founded in 1995 with a mission to “encourage, foster and promote the
theatrial art” 1o the younger generation, CTP produces one major show
each fall and offers a children's theater camp during spring break week. All
roles are open and available for young actors ages eight to fourteen.

Peacock Players (Nashus)
hitp: . peaceckplayers.org/programs/yc himl

Offers summer camps and the Peacock Players’ Young Company, made
up of performers between fourtcen and eighteen years of age. Each year a
group of twenty studens is selected, through an intensive audition/inter-
View process, to become the Peacock Players’ summer work force, filling all
the important positions in the theater—actor (performing in at least fwo
fully produced shows), director, stage manager, producer, and backstage

New Jersey

All Children's Theatre (Parsippany)
hitp v allchildrenstheatre.org.

Provides children from age four to seventeen with experiences in comedy,
creative dramatics, and musical theater. Offers additional summer day
camps in Clinton, Jackson, Metuchen, Montuile, Roxbury, Sparta, Tenaly,
and Watchung,

BG Theatre Club (Pequannock)
hitp v wbe.org/pbe/cultural asp ProgID-92

An arganization dedicated to creating quality theater productions in two
summer musical: a Junior Company production with participants ages
eight through twelve and a full-length Senior Company musical with par-
ticipants ages twelve through eighteen.

Broadway Bound Theatrical and Dance Center (Lyndhurst)
it ferwe Bty boinla] Sos
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A theater company run by children. During the year the group gets together
to play theatrical games, performing a full-scale play during the summer
that is produced and directed by older children.

Chesil Youth Theatre (Winchester)
hitp fwiw chesiltheatre.org ukyouthworkshops.himl

The children's workshops are a key part of the soclety’s activitis and from
1995 have been running on a regular basis with access open to all young
people for school years five through clght and nine through eleven.

Chichester Festival Theatre (Chichester)
hitp fwew cft org uk

Offers a holiday activities program, aimed at children four to eleven years
old, giving participants an opportunity to participate in drama, dance, mu-
sic, and craft through a series of practcal workshops. The ArtsXtra program,
aimed at young people from twelve to sixtcen years old, offers participants
the chance to explore different theater techniques through intensive work-
shops.

Chicken Shed Theatre Company (Southgate, London)
hitp fwiew chickenshed. org uk

Offers children's and youth theater workshops for six hundred students,
education courses for more than one hundred students, community out.
reach projects, and a network of satelite “Sheds” across the country (and
one in Russi). 1t Ideals re outreach and also inclusiveness of children out
of the mainstrear,

Chorley Youth Theatre (Chorley)
hitp fwiw chorleylitletheatre.com/morelnfo/youthyouth.html

Offers weekly sessions on acting on stage, Improvisation, and theater games
t0 students with a minimum age of eleven,

Class Act Theatre School (Harlow)
hitp fwiw classacttheatreschool.co.uk/A_Class_Act Theatre_School htm
Provides children of all ages with the opportunity 16 learn skills in acting,
singing, and dancing in weekly workshops and In regular public perfor.
mances. Students are offered opportunitis to be selected for professional
performing jobs through a children's video and audio compans;.

Classworks Theatre (Cambridge)
hitp fwsnw classworks org uk

A wellestablished professional touring company, which provides theater
oppatkiiiies s workadiops i i el yoimy peele; e cosminity,
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lighting designers, and stage managers, while receiving more advanced
performance training,

Youth Theatre at the U [Universlty of Utah] (Salt Lake City)
hitp wune youththeatre utah.edu

Founded in the 1050 at the University of Utah, one of the fist programs
10 offer theater for children and later by children. Now classes include
students ages five through eighteen. Two or three performances each year
include student members of the company, members of the community,
and Universiy of Utah theater studens.

Vermont

Lost Nation Theater (Montpelier)
hitp v lostnationtheater org/html get_tickets htm

A professional theater commitied to community that offers a variety of
raining programs and residencies, including a high school conservatory, a
Head Startarts program, Shakespeare workshops (“Will on Wheels"), and
master classes

New England Youth Theatre (Bratleboro)
hitp: v sover.netjstearns/neyLhiml

A youth theater founded on the belief that young people can un thelr own
theater with the guidance and assistance of professional adults. Students are
exposed to a wide varkty of dramatic mediums and exposed to every aspect
of theater production, from acting to advertsing, choreography to lighting,
and direction to design.

Northern Stage Theater Arts Education Program (White River Junction)
hitp v northernstage.org/classes

Offers a theater arts education program that offers challenging classes for
young artists from six to eighteen years old to develop their talents in an
imaginative and stimulating environment.

Virginia

Appalachian Children's Theater [ACT] (Wise)
htp v actshine.org

Promotes performing arts opportunities for children and their families of
the Appalachian Region of Virginia, Kentucky, and Tennessce. Attempts to
reach those groups who are not regularly exposed to live theatrical perfor-
s e e ek e i Alevekig fsts fuleii. ACTF it i
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A professional acting school that provides opportunities for children to
develop ther creative potential through participation in theatrical produc-
tions and interactive educational experiences. Produces a collection of
‘musical shows each year. Both group and individual lessons are available
in theater and music

OKlahoma Children's Theatre (Oklahoma City)
swww.oklshomachildrenstheatre.org,
Productions and educational programs for young students (five to thirieen
years old), including preschool, homeschool, and school break programs,
and the Young Company (elght and older) is selected by audition. Afli-
ated with Oklahoma City Universty.

Oregon

Ashland Children's Theatre [Oregon Stage Works] (ashland)
hitp v oregonstageworks neykids htm

Features 2 summer camp and productions. Offers casses for students aged
four through seventeen, including musical theater.

Camp Crescendo (Twin Falls, 1daho, and Bethel Park, Oregon)
hitp s camperescendo.com/

A summer music camp for children, designed for children grades 2 through
7 who enjoy music and dance performance.

Children's Educational Theatre (Salem)
hitpjcetsalem.org,

A dramatic ants program for children that includes classroom instruction,
performance, and technical training for students in grades 5 through 9.

Children's Musical Theatre of Oregon (Ashland)
hitp . cmoregon. org

An emphasis on encouraging and training participating children, with the
support of families and volunteers. The show constitutes an cight-week
course for children and families. Set and costume designers are profession-
als but parents who do not contribute to the production forfelt a deposit.
N child who auditions s turned away, and scholarships are available
based on need. A new Teen Musical Theatre of Oregon is focused on stu-
dents twelve to nineteen.

Corbett Children's Theatre (Corbett)
‘htpyfwww.corbetichildrenstheater.com
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SpotLight on Kids (janesville)
hitp v spotlightonkids.org

Focuses on educating children and teens in the performing arts through
classes, workshops, productions, and performances. School productions
for local studens are cast entirely with ehildren so that young people are
bringing live theater 10 other young people.

Young Shakespeare Players (Madison)
hitp v ysp.org,

Achildren's theater program 1n which the children provide the theater. The
program, inwhich young people perform full dength works of Shakespeare,
is now over twenty-five ears old, older than our actors who range in age
from seven to eighteen years old. There are no auditions. Any child of the
ght age may e pat simply by regieig.Every young pariipant -
ceives one or more spealdng roles.

Zona Gale Youth Theater (Portage)
hitp: v portagecenterforthearis com/zgypt html

Offers a Children’s Theatre Workshop (theater games and scenes for young
beginners), a Youth Theatre Workshop (dlasses tied to Shakespeare pro-
ductions at the American Players Theatre), and Youth Theatre Productions
(Ralscale auditions, rehearsals, and. performances, sometimes Include
aduls). Productions are often centered on themes with social importance.

Wyoming

Casper Children's Theatre (Casper)
hitp v casperchildrenstheatre.com

A children's theater dedicated to providing training and diverse perfor-
mance opporunites in the theatrical ars for youth ages four 1o sevenieen
in addition to producing quality live theatrical performances for family
audiences.

CANADA

Alberta

Calgary Young People’s Theatre (Calgary)
htp . cypLca

A nonprofit charitable association dedicated to creativity and teamywork in
young people. The caliber of instruction s professional, with classes rang-
ing from inoductory to advanced performance levels. Special programs
Wt it goal inide areichnel s sl Tesoviadon; Axsasl
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Holybourne Youth Theatre (Alton)
hitp: v holybournetheatre.co.uk

An established youth theatre with thirty years of experience providing an
opportunity for children to do drama in Alton and the surrounding area.

‘The Italia Conti Academy of Performing Atts (London)
hitpfwvnw italiaconti.com

A fullscall, accredited academic and theater arts school for students aged
ten to sixtcen. Pupils are afforded the chance to gain professional experi-
ence in a huge range of productions, from film to the West End. Students
are trained as “thinking performers,* and thelr careers can be expected to
break new ground in an industry that is continually changing and forever
sceking new media outlets.

Jgsaw Music Theatre Company (Chester)
hitp: v jigsaw-music.co.ukigsaw. him

Draws young people between seven and sixicen years from Chester and
the wider area. It provides members with a unique experience of being
involved in the creation and performance of innovative musical thear.
Members are encouraged to play instruments live o stage as well as to
act, and some of the older members develop directing and workshop
Ieadership skills.

Kent Youth Theatre (Canterbury)
hitp v kentyouththeatre.co.uk

Dedicated o young people age three and up who want to sing, dance, and
act. Pravides quality training and opportunities for performance to young
people of all abilities and ages, throughout Kent, and promotes ambitious
individuals in show business.

Kidz R Us (. Ives)
hitp: v Kidzrus.net

Alms 10 give young people i the local area a chance o express themselves
ithin 2 dramatic medium and develop their atstic alents in musical the-
ater. Children audition to join, and the company performs widely.

Lafour Theatre Schools (Crowthorne)
hitp e lafourtheatre.co.uk

A chain of schaols throughout the South of England that teach children
into thelr late teens a variety of dance and drama disciplines. Aims to
provide a nurturing environment in which every student acquires 3 foun-
dation of traning in the performing arts and gains confidence through
S
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Part of a Basic School of the Arts, cooperating with other schools through-
out Europe. Dramatic play and improvisation stimulate and enhance not
only speech and expression skills but imagination, creativity, cultvated
movement, communication skils, courage to speak in public, and ability
to deal with various Interpersonal sitations.

Denmark

Dramaverkstadid (Faroe Islands)
hutp/heimaolivant foj-hjck/enindex htm

Develops and strenghens students through the learing of different skills,
giving them insight and experience within the drama)theater environment
Five groups range from age nine to thiry.

Finland

Lokki—Annantalo Arts Centre (Helsinki)
see_hitp:fjwiww innguide. comyevents/events aspic= 128p=44968m=4y=
20098b-180-50

A company of children who begin theater and dance instmuction at fiv to
seven years of age and form a goal-oriented youth theater at tielve o fifieen
years. The company participates in intemnational training and festivals.

France

Compagnie Legitime Folle (Rennes)
huupyjwnw legitime-folie ]

Founded in 1993 as the firs children's theater company in the region,
launched on the idea of involving the child in the creative process s an
artist in full. s core competencies include acting, choreography, song
and voice, and writing, Is hallmark s multidisciplinary exchange and re.
search,

English Children's Theatre (Paris)
hup/englishchildrenstheatre.cabanova.com

Offers theater courses in English for children ages four to seventeen. Native
and nonnative speakers are welcomed. Classes include theater and musical
theater, and individual instruction is offered. Instructors include profes-
sional American directors and performers.

Festival Intemational de Theatre d Enfants et de Theatre Jeunes (Toulouse)
hitp/leftefree fistewebjaccueilfite him

An annual festival that began in 1987. Participans range In age from se-
4t e AR e e e B SR
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Strives to discover the creative spirit in each child in an enjoyable and chal-
lenging atmosphere and to buld self-confidence through the experience of
the arts. Includes the Teen Conservatory Program (ages thirteen through
eighteen) and the Academy of the Company Theatre Program (3ges seven
through twelve)

Arlington Children's Theater (Arlington)
hip:/jactarlington. ma.us

A nonprofit organization dedicated to creating posiive theatrical experl-
ences for children aged four through eighteen.

Barre Players Theater (Barre)
htp:/bareplayers homestead.com
A nonprofi theater that offes youth programs in the summer.

Belvolr Terrace (Lenoy)
hitp:/jwwwbelvolrterrace.com

An educational summer camp for girls in grades 3 to 1. Fourteen profes-
sional teacher/directors teach classes in acting techniques, musical theater,
improvisation, directing, Shakespeare, and all aspects of technical theater.

Berkshire Insttute for Music and Arts (Waltham)
hitp:/jwwwbrandels.edu/bimay

A summer arts program for teenagers to develop thelr imaginative and
artistc facultes and explore the relevance of ewish tradition to their lives
Actors focus on character development, scene work, crafting and presenting
monologues, voice, movement, and other core techniques.

Berkshire Theatre Festival (Stockbridge)
htp:/jwww.berlchiretheatre.org.

A primarily summer theater with mainstage as wellaschildren’s and experl-
mental productions.

Boston Children’s Theatre (Boston)
hitp:/jwwwbostonchildrenstheatre.org

Ayear-round program that offers a season of mainstage productions, summer
creative arts programs and Teen Stagemobile Tour Company productions,
theater clases for students in grades K through 12, community-wide special
events projects. school collaborative projects, and other opportunites

Brookline Smart Summers Theater Arts Program for Kds (Erookline)
See hutpfwww bostoncentral.com)activitis/actvities/p1339.php

A summer program offering classs forchildren in music, acting dance, and
pes gt s rmrirapizins v prapaiinok g i . sresrvidy
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Produces films, videos, music, and theater performances, including original
scripts written by company members. Includes a company of senor class
studens,

Lyceum Youth Theatre [LYT] (Edinburgh)
hitp v lyceum. org ukjwebpages/youth_theatre.php

Actively Involves young people between the ages of five and eighteen years
old in drama every week. By pushing boundaries, LYT has established a
name for iself as a producer of contemporary professional theater for
young people, by young people. LYT works with five basic principles of
drama—discipline, respect, atitude, motivation, and application—and
s regularly approached by Brish and international film, elevision, and
theatrcal casting agencies and is recognized as a rellable source of young
Scottsh-based talent.

Moffat Youth Theatre In Education (Moffar)
htp . moffatyouth-arts co.uk

Offers after-school classes in art, drama, photography, film, dance, and
‘music, all specially designed to help young people develop self-confidence,
self-esteem, and life coping skills. No auditions, no high fees or need for
talent in any artstic area, but a commitment to enhancing personal devel-
‘opment and acting respectfuly is required.

North Lanarkshire Children's Theatre (North Lanarkshire)
see hupj/www.northlanarkshire.gov.ul/index asptarticleid-6033

Open 10 all young people aged five to fificen years. Members have the op-
porunlty to participate in weekly drama workshops.

RSAMD YouthWorks (Glasgow)
hitp v samd.ac.ul academyworks/dramavorksyoung/

Offers courses with apen access 10 students and a premium on diversiy:
opportunities for people (o grow and develop regardless of background,
abiliy, or culture. Classes for young people include television presenting,
screenviriting, audition preparation, ight choreography, and radio presen-
ing, There is an acting masterclass.

Scottish Youth Theatre (Edinburgh and Glasgow)
hitp v scottshyouththeatre.org

A children's theater that s especially broad in scope. Students range in age
from three to twenty-five, and there are tens of thousands of partcipants
annually, from weeldy classes to productions of professional caliber. The
program s year-ound: weekly casses are offered in Clasgow, Edinburgh,
S Aot s St bl b vaiois Tk S Araitad i
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performer’s talent while also encouraging socialization among peers and,
most importantly, fun.

FOOTELIghts Youth Theater Company (Oxford)
hitp o electronicvalley.org/oxford/footelights/
Offersarea youth the opportunity to come together to produce and perform
educational and responsible theatrical productions.

Hartford Children's Theatre [HCT] (Hartord)
htp frww hartfordchildrenstheatre.org

Offers year-round programming for children ages three to seventeen: the
HCT Drama School, the Hartford Summer Youtheatre, the afierschool
outteach program, and mainstage programming, Through these acivties,
HCT brings together children of all ages, secial, economic, and cultural
backgrounds in a sfe, supportive, and encouraging environment.

Oddfellows Plashouse Youth Theater (Middletown)
hutpyfuww.oddfellows.org,

A nonprofit theater and performing arts program for children. The core
program consists of performing arts classes and mainstage and mini-
productions for participants ages six through twenty. The Nelghborhood
Troupes program offers free afterschool weekdy performing arts classes
throughout the school year for arisk youth,

Polka Dot Playhouse (Bridgepor)
hutpfoww polkadotplaghouse.net

Offers creative dramarics classes for children ages six through twelve and
auditions for actors seventeen and older for a children's theater perfor-
mance group.

‘simsbury Summer Theatre for Youth [SSTFY] (imsbury)
hitpfow.stfy.comyindex html
Since 1966 SSTFY has provided quality onsiage, backstage. and orchestra
opportunities for young adults nterested in musical theater. Professional
staff members provide guidance and direction, and adult volunteers assist
with the production of the show.

‘The Southeastern Connecticut Reglonal Youth Theater (Oakdale)
hitpyfuw thesecrytcom

Provides children, youth, and young adults throughout Eastern and South-
eastern Connecticut opportunities to leam and apply essential theater
skills, not only performance but the administrative, operational, technical,
and managerial disciplines of Ive theater. Offes preschool, home school,
and after-school classes
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Developing Stages (San Francisco)
htp://home comeast ney/~scottnbecky

Teaches Shakespeare’s plays through performance and educational theater
programs, including workshops for children ages nine through eighteen.
Encourages crativity and provides opportunities for participants to grow
mentally and spiriually in an atmosphere thatis s edifying s t1s exciting
and fun.

Dublin Theatre Company (Dublin)
see hutpfwww.0aldand.comydublin-theatre-company-b2150521

A children's theater providing summer camp, after-school programs and
classes, worlshops, and shows.

Easily Distracted Theatre (San Jose)
htp:fjwww.casilydistracted.com

A collaboration of various student artist who sel:produce animated, cin-
ematic, and theatrcal productions.

Education Unlimited Actors Workshop (Berkeley)
hip:/jeducationunlimited.com/actors/index html

Offers middle school, high school, and intensive workshops dedicated to
the eraf of stage acting. Whether or not a student intends eventually to
study film, television, or theater acting, the techniques taught here serve
as essental bulding blocks for any actor. All programs combine a level of
intensity appropriate for students who recognize that they must work hard
to maximize their mastery of their art, along with the “playing” inherent in
the job of acting, Working actors are guest visitors and speakers

Encore Youth Theatre (Vista)
hitp:/jwww.encoreyouththeatre.com

A notfor-profit educational association that specializes in theatrical rain-
ing for young people. Young aspiring actors are prepared to pursue thelr
dreams by producing shows and theatrical workshops. Education in theater
ants includes encouraging teamwork and developing leadership skills 1n a
supportive setting,

Fallbrook Players (Fallbrook)
hitp:/jwww fallbrooktheater.com

An ans education program founded in 1980, specializing in training in the
arts (singing, drama, dance, comedy, and technical theater) to give young
Senalen FRoNSOE K, ad el Ahe a4 letar,





OEBPS/Images/back_003.jpg
Appendix A: Children’s Theater
Agencies and Organizations

“The folowing is a ls of Web sites for agencies and organizations that pro-
mote children's thester. Athough thisls is ot comprehensive, i a good
aart. These liste vl be posted online o bty /v childrenstheaterins,
com, and resised as further Wb stes and information becomes available
1 you wish o suggest additional sites, please send you recommendations
0 us at csurvey2 @aol.com.

GENERAL
Aliance for the Arts hiap e allianceforars.org
American Allance for Theatre huapd e aate.com

‘and Education (ATE)
American Socicty for Theatre hiap e astrorg

Rescarch (ASTR)
Americans for the Arts (AFTA) hitpfuneansussor

‘Arts Education Patnership (AEP)  huap/jacp-arts.org
'ARTSEDGE: The National Art and  hutp/jansedge kennedy-center.org
Education Network

AnsEdNet—The Gety Education hitp/ e gety.edarsednet
Instiute for the Arts

Associaion for Theateein Higher  hitpfwwwathe.org
Eduction (ATHE)

Association of Peforming Ats  htp/ /v artsprosenters.org

Presenters
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Founded in 1923, the oldest private children'’s theater company in the United
States. Merged with the Children's Museum of Maine in 2005. Engages chil-
dren and the communlty n the magic oflive theater, enabling young people
10 gain confidence while discovering their unique power. A professional, non-
profit theater providing educational opportunites for children.

Hackmatack Playhouse (Berwick)
htp:/jwwwhackmatack.org

A summer theater that includes a summer drama camp and children’s the-
ater geared for children between the ages of seven and thirieen.

Lakewood Children's Theater and Young Performers Camp [YPC] (East
Madison)

htp:/jwwwlakewoodiheater.org/ypc html

Offers children the opporunity 10 grow creatively in professional theater
setting, A nonresidential day camp at Lakewood Theater, the nation's old-
est summer theater, YPC is open 1o youth from six to sixteen years old
swho want to leam theater craft from theater professionals. Every camper
performs in costume and makeup before a set and an audience.

Malne Youth Summer Theatre Institute (Machias)
See hutpfowow stageeast org/brocure_tj_2.pdf

Located on the campus of the University of Maine at Machias, a summer
theater camp offering creative young people ages ten 1o eighteen  fifieen-
day program. The focus s the art of Shakespeare.

The Theater Project (Brunswick)
hitp:/jwww.theaterproject.com

Teaches theater to young people through two programs: the Young Com-
pany. a group of bright and energetic high school and college-age actors
performing and directing thelr own worlks, new plays, and waorks from the
theater repertory; and the Young People’s Theater, a lang:standing program
for elementary through middle school actors,including classes and produc-
tlons by young actors,

Maryland

Actors Anonymous [Maryland Ensemble Theatre] (Frederick)
hitp:/jwww.marylandensemble.org/ensemble._school

Offers various theater classes for students séven 1o seventeen years old
‘Committed teens write and produce thelr own work as they grow as actors.
Adult members of MET serve as mentors, and AA members act s appren-
Sl i alol the Retisieat ot of Sisdes,
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‘Theatre Arts Centre (New York, New York, and Doylestown, Pennsylvania)
hitpftheatreartscenter.com

Offers classes and workshops in acting, musical theater, voice and music
sklls, dance (jazz, ap, lyrical, hip-hop, and ballet), on <amera technique,
larate for kids, mime, and other theater arts throughout the year In
Doylestown. Both locations offer professionally based summer workshops
for children, teens, and young adults.

Theatre Arts School [New York State Theatre Institute] (Troy)
hitp v nyst. org/tas htm

Offers workshops for young people by age groups: creative dramatics,
theater fundamentals, theater skills, performance sldlls, and production
wrorkshop. WinterStage and SummerStage are raining grounds for young
performers, and Summer Theatre Insttute s a selective program for high
school and college students.

Usdan Center for the Creative and Performing Arts (Wheatley Heights)
hitp v sdan.com/ theater htm

Offers a variety of classes In acting, movement, voice, and dance sklls
for students in grades 5 to 12. Theater Adventure is for grades 2 to 4, and
classes in musical theater, drama, and chorus are for older children. The
Repertory Companies are for grades 9 through 12 by audition.

‘Woodstock Youth Theater (Bearsville)
see hitp/jwwavavelinks net/wyhim

Dedicated to helping young people discover a sense of self and others
through the performing arts. The Youth Theater offers training and perfor-
mance experience to students aged five through elghicen, and is committed
10 the highest quality of performance for the community through national
and international touring. The company also provides Arts and Education
programming in the schools

The Youth Theatre Experlence [TVTE] (New City)
see hitp/rockland.org/business.cfintpage-828 &city=Newd620Cty

A nonproft youth organization for middle and high school studens. Chil
dren have the option of being in the cast, playing I the pi, or helping to
build the sets as part of the crew. They also have the option of learning the
business side of theater ranging from working on the playbill o being as-
sistant director.

Youth Theatre Interactions (Yonkers)
hitp v youth-theatre.org,

A complete performing arts school for the youth of the Yonkers commu-
iy, offering classes for students ages eight to nineteen. Operates two se-
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. ed. Researching Drama and Arts Education: Paradigms and Possiblites. London

and Wiashingion, DC: Falmer, 1996.

Taylor, Philip, and Christine Hoepper, eds. Sokctd Readings in Drama and Thestre
Educaton: The IDEA 95 Papes. NADIE Research Moniograph Series, 3. Brishane,
Austalia: IDEA Publicaions, 1995

Thomas, Charles. The Theateof Youth:Boing a Bri brsduction  the Astofthe Sage
for Thase Wi Are Not Too Old o Lsam. Lomdor: Chapman & Hall, 1933,

Uiton, Dan, ed. Dram in Education: Case Swudies. Newark, NJ: Harwood Acadermic
Publshers 2001,

Ward, Winifed. Creativ Dromatic. New Vork and Landon: D. Appleton, 1930,

Theatre for Children. Anchorag. KY: Children' Theatee Press, 1958

Vay, Brian. Devlopment hrough Drama. Amhers, NY: Humaiy Books, 1995,

Winston, . Drasa and English st the Heart of the Curiculum: Primry and Scondary
Vears. London: David Fulon, 1995

Vright,Lin, “Preparing Teachers o Put Drama i the Classroom.” Thory ino Prc
e 24 (1985): 20511

WEB SITES AND ONLINE MAGAZINES

Amsteur Drmmatics and Operatics, hup/ v smateurdramaticsinfo,
AmericanTheatre Association. Educaiona Thatre fournal(1949-1978). i fscarch
“sandbosx stororgfournals/0013195 huml.
Theatre Joural (1975-1995): it/ Rearch-sandbar stor crgfjournals/
01922832 il (1996-present) hcp/ fmuse . cdufousnaltheatee_jourmal
Ars Biucaion Plicy Reiee. htp] e heldreforg/pubssearch/about il
‘ARTSEDGE: The National Ans and Education Network. b fansedge kennedy.
centerorg/aboutus.

Association for Drama in Eduction in reland. htp:fweict.mic o e/ e

Brtieh Thestee Guide: Youth Theatr News and Youth Theste Reviews. htpf/vmns
britishthestreguide infoj smateunheatestreviews b

Creative Drama & Theatre for Youth WebRing, hup/wrw:amergin. necdytmain
bl

DALC: Drama for Learning and Creativiy. hip:[d41corg k.

Drama Queensland. htp e dramagqueensland.org .

Drama Respurce b,/ dramaresource.com.

Drama Educaton: learning i, with and though drama. Bip v drma-education

Dramatool. htp . dramatool o

Educational Theatre Association. Dramaics: The Magazine for Studens and Tachers o
Thoatre. hutp:fwvw eda.crg/publications/dramaticy deault asp.

Teaching Thaate. btp v eda org/publictionsftesching s

Interactive Drama for Eduction and Avareness in the Schools (IDEAS). bt vy
dessdrama.org

ernasonal Journalof Eduesion an the Ars. b [vvw ea o,

Journal of Aesthetic Education (JAE). bitgs/www ifes.ong.
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technical skills; develop character and self-esteem; and experience the pride
of accomplishment and the joy of working as a team.

Kids Take the Stage, Inc. (San Leandro)
hitp:/jwwvekidstakethestage.comindex. html.

A notfor-profit organization established in 1995 to provide the highest
quality in youth theater in both an aristic and technical arena. All produc-
tlons employ top-of-the-ine lighting, costume, scenic, and sound design
in addition to an award-winning stff of directors, choreographers, and
musical directors. The company sirves to give each participant the most
authentic off-Broadway experience possible and to prepare them for carcers
in professional live theater

The Laguna Plashouse Youth Conservatory (Laguna Beach)
hitpf/wwne Iagunaplayhouse.com/education) conservatory/

Unique in the egion for ts approach to theaer education for young peo-
Pl this company offes talented youngters a smallenrollment, high-evel
program of instructon in theate skils taugh by theate professionals. The
curriulum encompasses acting, theater production, and dramaic liera-
ture: Admission s highly selective and by annual audition

Magic Circle Theatre (Roseville)
hitp:/jwww.meircle.org/children'’s_theatre/childrens_theatre html

Offers performance-oriented Litle Ones Workshops for children ages
four through six and Youth Workshops for ages seven through seventeen.
Students use original scripts as well as some popular music 10 learn their
chosen craf. Productions never double or tiple cast, and everyone sings,
dances, and act, regardless of experience.

The Marsh Youth Theater (San Francisco)
hitp:/jwww.themarsh.org

Pravides youth ages four through fficen with a high-quality theater arts ex-
perience integrating music, dance, drama, stigecraf, and performance into
one halistic program. Open to all young performers vithout audition and
regardless of financial limitations, the Marsh exposes children 1o the vast
sworld of mulicultural arts by working with  diverse group of professional
performing facly.

Metropolitan Educational Theatre [ET2] (San Diego)
htp:/www.met2.org

A nonprofit educational organization that provides young people with
an opportunity to be participants in the dramatic process as actors, sing-
S dinces, gA oA menii of di iaheren. METY his Beornal
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Pushcart Players (Verona)
hitp: . pusheartplayers.org

Offers a “Junior Broadway” program that gives students in grades 4 through
8 the chance to leam theater by doing it Productions are cast, rehearsed,
designed, costumed, and presented with the help of parents, teachers,
and Pushcart staff. Dazzling performances are scheduled at the end of the
fwelve. 10 sixtcen-week program.

‘Taubenslag Productions (New Brunswick)
hitp: v taubenslagproductions.com/index himl

Offers o theater programs for young performers. Theater Week visits
schools and produces theater with the resident students: half- and full-day
theater camps are offered in the summer.

‘The Theatre School at Paper Mil Playhouse (Milburn)
hitp v papermill org/outreach;theatreschool php.

Offers small classes taught by professional theater arists for groups aged
four through twelve and thirteen through seventeen. Classes include acting,
improvisation, musical theater, and production.

‘Tri-State Actors Theater: The Intern Company (Hardyston)
hitp: v ristateactorstheater org/interns hm

A company of children ages thirieen through eighteen, auditioned to per-
form and produce plays on the highest professional level. Additional acting
classes are offered to children as young as six. Originally children’s theater
only, Tri-State Actors Theater now includes an adult professional theater
compan.

New Mexico

Albuquerque Little Theatre (Albuquerque)
hitp: v albuquerquelitletheatre.org/Edu. him.

Offers afir-school and summer programs at different grade levels. A theater
Iab program offers productions, and children may audition for family and
mainstage productions,

New Mexco Young Actors (Albuquerque)
hitp: o myoungactors.org,

A drama school that produces children's plays and musicals for and by
students ages hine t0 nineteen.

Southwest Children's Theatre Productions (Santa Fe)
et e st s Bl rerathesire e
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Three-Ring Theater (Baltimore)
hutpyfuw threeringtheater.com

Offers a complete musical theater experience to children ages five and up.
Young peaple have fun while acting singing, and leaming staging, costum-
ing, and set design. Many students begin theater at age five, moving up
through the age-grouped sessions, and students in high school or college
assst weekdy with the younger groups.

Thurmont Thesplans (Thurmont)
hutpy/thurmontthespians.org

A summer music theater workshop focused on teaching all aspects of the-
ater to children and teens. The workshap is oper to teens and children at
R0 cost, everyone who auditions and attends rehearsals gets an onstage
tole, and actors learn about a local charity, to which all of the profits from
the performances are donated.

Variety Children's Theater and Dance (Balumore)
see_hitp:ffrwew.cibaltimore.md.us/government/recnparks/downloads/
0309/Rec_Parks_Special_Events220(3-1-09),pdf

An inclusive, Instructional program in theater and dance, free and open to
the public, for children with and without disabilities. Recommended for
ages eight to eighteen.

Wildwood Summer Theatre (Bethesda)
hitpyfowwewstorg

A fully independent youth-run summer theater. Initally created, and now
sustained, by theatrcally minded students and young professionials, Wild-
wood produces at least one musical each year. Participants initially leam
about, and subsequently come 1o teach, the practical realties of mounting
afullsale theatrical production. The most remarkable aspect of the theater
is that all company members are fourteen to twenty-five years of age, and
all are volunteers

Young Artiss Theatre (West Laurel)
hutpyforw yatheatre.com

Offers performing arts instruction for children and teens, paid opportuni-
ties n original productions, summer camp, and musical theater. Students
from this program have gone on to perform on television, in professional
theater, and wih touring companies.

Massachusetts

Academy of the Company Theatre (Norwell)
ttge] fwww syt pafacsdery Tl
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Cyprus

Theatre Education Association
Cyprus (TEA)

Finland

Finnish Drama and Theatre
Education Association (FIDEA)
Murros: Nuorten teatteritapahtuma

Germany

“Fantastic—Fantastisch”
Internationales Kinder- und
Jugendtheaterfest

Hungary

The Hungarian Drama and Theatre
in Education Association (HUDE:

Iy

Hollawind: International
Children’s Theatre Festival

Romania

ducational Drama Association
in Romania (EDAR)

Sweden

Riksorganisationen Auktoriserade
Dramapedagoger (RAD)

htp:/ v humanrights-edu-cy
org/tea htm

htp:fwww fideahomepage.org/
eng/fideahome htm
htp:/fwwve ol fi

htp: v theater-spiel-laden. de/
fileadmindateien/festivalzeitung
_web-1.pdf

htp://www.drama.hu

htpy/fwww tpzbrixen.org/holla
wind_intemational_encounter_
of kids_theatre htm

htp:/ v drama.ro/homby html

http://dramapedagogen se

NORTH AMERICA

United States
Regional

New England
New England Drama Council

http://spiddington com/nedrama/
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ages. Theater-in-education projects reach across the curriculum, incorporat-
ing drama, live performance, visual art, and media.

‘Theatre4Kids (Camberley)
hitp v theatredlids.co.uk

A theater school managed and mun by experienced drama professionals
delivering the very best children's theater training and drama workshops
in the disciplines of drama, movement, and singing for six- 10 sixteen-
year-olds. As well as participating In drama workshops and training in the
primary disciplines of theater, students are encouraged to create thelr own
pleces of theatr.

‘Theatrecraft (Walton-on-Thames)
hitp v theatrecraft.co.uktheatrecrafy/aboutus htm

‘Teaches young people from age six to eighteen about theater through per-
formance of stage productions, including musical, plays, and dance shaws,
Children are given the opportunity to learm about theater and all of the
‘many skils that make theatrical adventures happen: lighting design, cos-
tume design, sound, set design, the way in which performance spaces vary
and can be used, and all of the myriad parts that make p theater.

‘Theatretrain (Epping with centers across England)
hitp v theatretrain co.uk

Provides professional training in the performing arts for young people.
Classes in acting, singing, and dancing are taught In age groups six to
nine, nine to twelve, and thirteen to eighteen. Offers the prospect of local,
regional, and West End shows, as well as oppormunities for international
ravel Teachers are trained, and new centers are supported.

‘Travelling Light Theatre (Bristol)
htp v travellinglighttheatre org.uk/

Runs three youth theater groups that feature dance/physical theater, music,
design, and writing for performance. Youth theatre sessions encourage ex.
ploration and imagination. This creative approach has led to the presenta-
tion of a number of devised performances In various venues.

‘The Tureets [Castle Players| (Bamard Castle)
hitpjwwnecastleplayers.co.uk/index. phpioption=com_contentsview=arti
clesid-1398ltemid-70

A thriving professionally run youth theater, firt established in 1995, There
e e v aciops fiar ChllMrer ngs it elghiters.
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achildren' poduction company n New York'sLower st Side and got the
ovemor to come to the show. Nowadays children' theate s huge and
Srcning arund the world,but soris from the past have a bearng on the
preent. This chapter akes in the variety of childrn's theaer compani,
Targe and smal, profesional nd hometven, longstanding and pracicaly
new. W alo survey th asociaions hat support them.

“The Lt oo chapters look more dosey atchildrerss theater in schools
and i communides, hallenging some asumptions and making the case
for some changes. When theatr has 3 place in Amerian public school,
i€ wsuslly par of a brosd curiculum, and sometimes s purposes seem
confised. In most places, there i a gl that cannot be brdged between
school programs and prvate companies, and n the Unied Suates public
Support for hldren' theatr ouside the schools s thin. Children's theater
Sometimes caies e aedi for oducating or for humanizing the audi-
e, even when the social sues i addesees are seen s critical. Thit i the
Subjec o the ast chapter: the importan efets that chidren's theater has
o communities sround the world

At diffrent points in this book v use vignetes from the Oyser River
Playersto descrbe childrenstheter dases. ehearsls, and peformance,
using the words of the peformers hemselves when we can. These who.
Know children's theaer rsthand wil recognize thee soris s simla 1o
thei own. Behind al these chapirs is what thater people call 2 ‘super
objective™ We try 0 shonw that 32 children gain artstic ils they also
achievegrester confidece, deeper felings o respect and communit, and
 more snsiive moral understanding. We believe hat 35 it develops chil-
ren's artistc abilte,thater has  supreme povier 0 aflc ther prsonal
‘and secial devlopment.

A the end of the book 2 2 baderop, comes a st of hldrer’s thester
assctatons and compantes of diflerent inds and sizes around the world
“his list ill b reproduced online at b/ s childrenstheteino com,
and il comtinue o b revied and o grow, with the helpof othe eachers
and directos who foin by sending s furher iformation. Fallycomes 3
bibliography of printed and aleatoniclcraureon th subject A much fullr
version o hi e will o be posted on the Web and revisd egulay.

One final point in this ntoduction: Calling the subjct o ths book
childrers theatr” might be confusing, 25 ess for hissubject are var-
fed. Wi ty o sortthis cut ot the end of chapter 1 In England. theskr
companice compased of children ar usually calld “youth theste,” while:
“childreis theater” applics to theatr for child audiences. Those terms,
define that way, et ntrecuced in this country yeas ago but did not
ik, “Children’ theser” as it il be sed throughout this beok.refers o
drama peformed by children.

e
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theater with one of the four National Youth Theatres. SSF is open to every
secondary school and youth theater in Creat Britain and runs for one week
in February n one hundred theaters across the UK, on a biennial basi.

Shakespeare's Globe (Bankside)
hitp jwiew shakespeares-globe.orgglobeeducation]

Offers workshops for schools, universities and colleges, distance learn-
ing, events and continuing education, community outreach, and summer
schools.

Sixth Sense Theatre for Young People (Swindon)
hitp fwinw shahsensetheatrecompany.co.uk

Provides 2 safe environment in which oung people are encouraged to
develop performance and theater-making skills,grow In confidence, work
25 2 team, and develop an appreciation for and enjoyment of theater. The
tutors are all experienced workshop leaders who have a wide breadth of
knowledge and skills,

South London Theatre (London)
hitp jww southlondontheatre.co.lgyouth.php.

Ajunior class for seven- to nine-year-olds, an ntermediate class for ten- to
twelve-year-olds, and a youth class for teenagers, thirteen to eighteen, in-
volved in backstage wark. The two younger groups together and the older
group produce shows of thelr own at the end of the season.

Spotlites Theatre Co. Lid. (Kent)
hitps/jspolites co.uk

Specializes in providing innovative drama and performance arts for young
people aged five and up in the form of productions, workshops, and train.
ing in all areas of theater and at all evels

Stage 2 Theatre Company (irmingham)
hitp i stage2.org

Produces high-qualty shows in all genres using actors from ages ten to
twenty, appealing to audiences who want to see original and professional
performances, not just children's theater. Offers kills workshops and op-
portunities for children to develop thelr acting, technical, and personal
skill as well as being a friendly, supportve, exciing environment.

Stagecoach Theatre Arts Schools (London)
hitp fwinw stagecoach.couk

Offers both nonprofessional and professional theater training for children
i 1o ateer: Movwcadend s 19608, N e neiven B fhoand] it ok at
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Association International du
“Theatre pour L'Enfance et la
Jeunesse (ASSITE])

Children’s Theatre Foundation of
America (CTFA)

fucational Theatre Association

(id

Intemational Thespian Society.

See EdTA

Lincoln Center Institute for the
Arts in Education

National Endowment for the
At (NEA)

National Foundation for
Advancement in the Arts (NFAA)

National Youth Theatre (NYT)

Performing the World

http://www.assitej.org

htp:/www childrenstheatre
foundation.org
ity v eca.org

ity www cinstitute.org
htp:/fwww.nea gov
www artsawards.org
htp/fwww nationalyouththeatre

com
htp/fwwiw performingtheworld org

AFRICA

tem Africa Theatre Institute (EATT)

see hitp/basata-tz org/eatheatre php

ASIA

India

Interational Festival of Performing

A, Ryan International School
Rangshala

singapore

singapore Drama Educators
‘Association (SDEA)

http:/www ryanicfpa.com/home
huml
htp:/ v rangshala.com

htp:/fwww.sdea.org.sg

AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND

Anskdge
Australian Capital Teritory Drama
Educators’ Association

htp:/fwww artsedge.dca.wa gov.au
htp//www pa ash.org au/actda





OEBPS/Images/back_030.jpg
Youth Theater Conservatory (EI Cajon)
hitp:/jww.broadwaybythebay.org/yic html

A nonprofit summer theater conservatory designed to produce high-qualiy
theater education for students thirieen to nineteen years of age. Students
take master classes in costume design, voice, acting, stage managemen,
technical theater, and stagecraf. The term ends with a production.

Youth Theatre Company (Walnut Creek)
hitp:/jwww.youththeatrecompany.org.

Engages children from kindergarten through high school age in musical
theater performance and theater education. Classes and productions are
offered in “stepping:stones” (four age groups). Performs student matinees
for school groups.

Colorado

Castle Rock Theatre (Castle Rock)
htp:jwiww.crplayer.org

A nonprofit theater company dedicated to the promotion and presentation
ofthe arts, vith an emphasis on youth participation,

Denver Center Theatre Academy (Denver)
hitp:fwwow denvercener orgaboutdenvercenter/ DenverCenterDepartments/
DenverCenterTheatreAcademy.aspx

Academy dlasses empover children and their imaginations through the
discipline of theater. Creating theatrically rich opportunities to discover
then shape and share creative expression is the goal in all of the children's
classes. This is accomplished through storyteling, improvisation, group
building, learning to accept and work with others ideas, developing a the-
atrical vocabulary, and becoming comfortable with performing In front of
others

La De Da (Fort Colling)
hitp:/jww.Jadeda.ws/

A performing arts studio specializing in musical theater training and origl-
al new musicals for young actors.

La Junta Children's Theatre (La Junta)
See hutpfswvisilajunta orgfarts html.
A program dedicated to giving students a professional theater experience:
2 professional, personal, and creative perspective on the crafting of theater.
Creates an environment where both the creative process and a professional
s gl s mcMigN )
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educational background. Children are in front of and behind the curtain,
producing and performing in plays.

Kids on Stage [Maln Street Theater] (Houston)
hitp /s mainstseetthester. com/kos/

Classes and camps running by seasons through the year, Skilsclases Include
the fundamentls of imagination, character development, and story, as well
as the cration of basi ses, props, and costumes. Rehearsal and performance
classes ar offered in open lab and audition sections. In addition, there are
summer and winter camps and workshops and audition coaching,

Kids Who Care (Fort Worth)
hitp idswhocare. org

Five main stage events per year and a program of education that includes
camps, casses, and a resident company touring reglonally and interation-
ally. The participation of smdents is supporied with endowed scholarship
funds and the summer jobs of other company members. The company has
a mission to serve spedial populations, like the hearing impaired and the
mentally and physically challenged.

Lago Vista Players Youth Drama Workshop (Lago Vista)
hitp fwiw Ivplayers.org/Youth%20Drama%20Warkshop htm

Summer Youth Drama Workshops for youths ages elght to eighteen, fee to
children of company members. The terms are weekly, four days of rehears-
als and a performance.

The Maglk Theatre Acting and Creativity Academy (San Antonio)
hitp fwiw.magiktheatre.org/education/academy html

Offers classes divided by age and focused on various theater styles. Some
work on scenes, some on complete plays (including Shakespeare), and
some on cinema, making short films in class.

Plano Children's Theatre (Plano)
hitp fwiw.plancchildrenstheatre.com

Production classes and skillchsses n acting and auditioning, 3 well s voice.
Most twelve-week sessions conclude in performances. In major productions,
all-youth casts experience auditions, casting, line memorization, blocking,
choreography, props, set buikding, lighting, costumes, and make-up.

Plashouse 1960 (Houston)
hitp fwiw ph1960.com

Gives kids of all ages a chance to be seen on stage, whether it is their frst
time or they are experienced actors. No prior experience is needed, and
e Sk Rl Al Sl e i
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munity through Intern, Youth Empowerment Summer (YES), Tippy Toes
Arts Tutoring College Scholarship, and International programs.

Hawall

Hawall Children’s Theatre (Lihue, Kaual)
hitpfuwt havialichildrenstheatre.com

Offers two programs for students in grades 2 through 6 and 7 through 12,
each culminating in a full-scale production. There are also after-school pro-
grams throughout the year. Serves more than thrce hundred young people
each year, some through scholarship subsidy and wark-study programs

Idaho

Camp Crescendo (Twin Falls, 1dabo, and Bethel Park, Oregon)

hitp . camperescendo.com

Asummer music camp for children, designed for children grades 2 through
7 who enjoy music and dance performance.

llinols

About Face Youth Theatre (Chicago)
hitpyfuww.aboutfacetheatre.comy Tpg-afyt_sbout

An innovative and rigorous arts-based series of programs that Increase the
safety, empowerment, and leadership capacity of lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, and questioning youth and thei allies In order to caalyze
youth-ed civi dialogue and action within schoels and communites. Pro-
duces ensemble-based plays In dynamic collaboration with  community
of accomplished adult arits

Actors Gymnasium (Evanston)
hitpfoww actorsgymnasium.com

Offers classes for child actors, including circus, physical comedy, dance,
music, mime, and puppetry.

Adventure Stage (Chicago)
hitpyfuww adventurestage.org
Offers performances for young children and also interactive worlkshops.

Awkward Alllance (Evanston)
hitpfow.repla.com/avlaward

An independent teenage theater group that performs wacky skit comeds
o s b a R bt e rovel st et by ey
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Centauri Summer Arts Camp (Wellandport)
hitpjswww.centaur.on.ca

A summer camp program for boys and girls ages nine to eighteen that of-
fers a choice of more than thirty ars specialty programs, including theater,
acting skills, Shakespeare performance, acting for the camera, television
production, musical theater, comedy improv, ballet, and jazz.

Children's Arts Theatre School [CATS] (Toronto)
hitpyjcatsdrama.com;

Offers classes for students of different ages and ablites in improvisational
raining, trustforming theater games, group improvisation, thinking pro-
cesses, concentration, and self-confidence. Includes chasses and summer
camps.

The Children's Theater Project (Richmond Hill)
hitpyfsw childrenstheatreproject.com

High-caliber theater training in a bright and clean environment, taught by
dedicated and trained professionals. The focus is on the tools of the dra-
matic art, offering different classes to students who wish to study drama
atall different levels. Through the dramatic ats children can develop self-
esteem, confidence, and sel -discipline, which can prepare them for a suc-
cessful future in any given profession.

Great Big Theatre Company (Dundas)
hitpjsw.ghtc.comindex shiml

A community-based children’s theater company whose goal s to produce
professional-quality performances of classic and contemporary children's
theater productions. The objective s the enjoyment of family audiences as
well as school groups and community organizations and also the advance-
ment of drama education for children and teens by providing educational
programs for young peaple of all ages.

Lormatne Kimsa Theatre for Young People (Toronio)
hitpjsvw Jkayp.cajen/dramayindex:cim

Alms to stmulate the Imagination, promote selfexpression, and develop
self-confidence. The drama school offes junior (grades K to 6) and senior
(grades 7 1o 12) classes as well as the Ensemble, which performs main-
siage.

Markham Youth Theatre (Markham)
hitp/jmarkhamyouththeatre wordpress com

A nonprofit community group established to give young people the op-
ity o Eoct thots ety sl spleatiions i the Belde of sctie i





OEBPS/Images/back_146.jpg
UK Theatre School (London, England, and Clasgow, Scotland)
hitpyuldheatreschool.com

Provides professional tutoring and training for applicants who audition
successfully. Four main age groups range from four 1o Rineteen years old.
Academy studens age fifteen and older can apply to be part of a Musical
‘Theatre Masterclass. The school has its own casting department that takes
care of any students wishing to purst professional work

‘West Lothian Youth Theatre (West Lothian)
see. hup fwwi.scottisharts.orguly 1 fantsinscorland/lotteryandthearis/capital
projectsjarchivewestlothianyouththeatre.aspx

Alms to enhance and enrich the lives of young people through a range of
drama and theater-related workshops and high-quality performance proj-
ects of a professional standard. Delivers ffy-five weekdy drama workshops,
“Play in 2 Week” annual festivals, international exchanges, and produc.
tons to young people

Wales

Class Act Youth Theatre (Cardif}
hitp v classact orgukfLhiml

Provides an opportunity for young people to participate in the performing
arts. Workshops cover such tapics 2s Improvisation (drama and dance), use
of the voice (projection, diction, emphasis, etc.), singing, and dancing

Dolman Youth Theatre (Newport)
hitp: v sadoldgoth.co.uk/dolman YouthTheatre.asp

Children offered opportunities to participate in large and small stage pro-
ductions. The program is setup o encourage them in all areas of the theater:
in addition to acting, sound, lights,set design and building, stage combat,
stage make-up, frontoFhouse work, and even wriing for the theater.

Gwent Young People’s Theatre (abergavenny)
hitp v gwenttheatre.com/gypt

Since 1956, has offered apportunities for young peaple aged ten to twenty
1o participate n a wide range of theater activites under the direction of
professional theater practitioners. Members partcipate in workshops with
2 professional drama-in-education company, Cywent Theatre, which in tum
s part of a network of elght professional Theatre in Education companies
across Wales. The policy of the company Is “open door,” inviting all young
people to participate irrespective of socil, ethnic, and educational back.
ground or ability. Many graduates continue in the performing arts i higher
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Greasepaint Youtheatre (Scottsdale)
hitp:/jwww.phtheatre.org/HomeGP.aspx

Programming is designed to develop the lfe skills and aesthetic knowledge:
that youth will carry with them as both artsts and audiences of tomorrow.
s mission is to nurture intellectual, artstc, and personal development
through a range of professionally managed and directed theatrical experl-
ences, drama education, and the power oflive theater performances.

Herrera School for the Fine Arts and Dual Language (Phoenix)
hitp:/jwww.phelem k1 2.z usschool_sites/Herrers/index htm

Teaches students to express thelr emations and perspectives through drama.
Student actors and actresses perform regularly for other classes, demon-
strating their understanding of newly learned concepts and skills. A yearly
production provides older students vith a professional drama experience
and allows them to share their accomplishments with the community in a
professiona setting,

Muslc Theater Conservatory (Phoenix)
hitp:/jwww. musictheaterconservatory.com/project.asp

A two-teck summer workshop designed for singing actors In grades 7
through 12 who are serious about developing and refining thelr audition-
ing and performance skills.

‘Summer Centerstage (Phoenix)
hitp:/jww.cstage.com)summer/

Founded in 1969 s  college preparatory program for high school-aged
performers, through the years Centerstage has grown 1o be respected
throughout North America 2s a training ground for career- and college-
bound talent. s unique system of raining has inspired dozens of newspa-
per and television features.

Vagabond Youth Theatre (Avondale)
See hutpfwww wwar.comycategoriesTheater/Youth_Related)

‘Anonprofit organization devoted to introducing theater o children through
education and performance. Ofers apprenticeships and workshops in both
‘performance and technical areas of a professional theater for kids, by kids.

Valley Youth Theatre (Phoent)
htp:/jwwwe.vyt.com

Provides positive exposure for children, adolescents, and teens to skills
through community theater activiis. Casts are always primarily people
o e gt W i e OO i, secexbiige, wil g,
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schools, and venues, The Cambridge base runs two open access youth the-
ater grouups and 3 community theater group.

Cleveland Theatre School (Cleveland)
hitp:wwnw.ctsonline.co.uk

Includes  dedicated and intense conservatory for students ages ten to adult
and the Voice Theatre Company for ages ten to elghicen.

Congleton Amateur Youth Theatre (Congelton)
hitp: . danesidetheatre co.ukfcaythuml

Setup in 1094, has 2 membership ranging in age from nine to tenty-one,
swith about ifty members,all from the surrounding area.

Coventry Youth Operetta Group (Coventry)
hitp v dougalswebdesign.co.ukjcyog/defaull_fles/frame htm

A musical theater group with performers benween the ages of nine and nine-
teen. Auditions are held periodically.

Crucible Youth Theatre [CYT] (heffield)
hutp:/swwsheffieldtheatres.co.uk/creativedevel opmentprogramme
youththeatreasp

‘Aims o challenge young people to develop confidence, creativity, and con-
sideration for others, in the context of  professional theater. CYT is based
ina professional theater, and an important aspect of s work is the teaching
and learning of theater skills, aiming for professional standards. In particu-
lr the older members aim o work at an advanced level of commitment.
Because mast CYT members will not go into the professional theater, CYT
svorkshops aim 1o teach transferable skills as well as theater kills

Dlamond Theatre School (Newport Pagnell)
hitp v diamondtheatreschool.co.uk

A nonfranchised theater school known for successes built up throughout
the years. All students have the chance to appear In the Annual Review
Show, and all singing and dance students have the opportunity to appear in
public performances, While alarge number of studens have gained leading
foles in local productions, many have also have gained professional work
in theater, film, television, and radio.

Dinnington Youth Theatre (Sheffield)
hitp v theatre pits.org uk

Provides a venue to enable young people to take part in performing arts
through a series of workshops and performances,
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Chicago Kids Company (Chicago)
hitp:/jwww.chicagokidscompany.com

Offersclasses In movement,acting, singing, dancing, and improvisation for
children ages three to fourteen, all taught by Chicago theater professionals
with years of experience. Classes are held once a week for eight weeks and
each session ends with a final presentation, recial, or performance.

Children's Theatre of Elgin (Elgin)
hitp:jwhww.cleelgin.com.

Provides high-quality theatrical experiences for children and young adults
by children and young adults. Encourages family support and partcipation
in theater, makes live theater afordable and accessible, and instll a stan-
dard of pesformance excellence.

Children's Theatre Project (Rockford)
hitp:/jwww.ctpytp.org

Produuces “plays with music” adapted from Broadway and television scripts,
The company is splt Into 1o geoups. Younger children (ages sx through
ovelve) learn the arts of improvisation, pantomime, dramatic ats, singing,
dancing and even script writing; older children (sges thirtcen through eigh-
teen) expand their abilites, learning lighting, sound, set design, construc-
tlon, castumes, makeup, technical assistance, stage management, choreog-
raphy, and box ofice, while honing ther acting skill. As tey are educated
in all aspects of musical production, they gain feelings of selfidenity and
purpose. There 1.2 determination in casting to give speaking roles o allthe
children. No one gets a throwaway rol; instead, each child s a real part of
every production. The CIP Afie School program brings professional actors
in for workshops. Families are involved in productions by volunteering
thelr help, and the company strives to make itself better knovn and more
affordable to families that need it.

Child's Play Touring Theatre (Chicago)
hitp:jwww.cptt.org

Staffed by theater arts educators who promore literacy and are dedicated
exclusivly to performing plays writen from the stories and poetry of chil-
dren. Summer workshops give children the opportunity to perform.

Emerald City Theatre School (Chicago)
hitp:/jwww.emeraldeitytheatre.commainclass shiml

Offerschildren's theater camps throughout the year. Parents are enlised o
help with teaching and productions. Touring classes are designed for the
very young and children with special needs. The objectve i to give students
greater self-confidence and problem-solving skils
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An independent arts organization operated for and by past and present
students and staf of John Forrest Senior High School

Urban Myth Theatre of Youth (Unley, South Australia)
hitp v urbanmyth.asn.au/home. php

Offers a number of workshops and performance groups for children as well
as adults. The history of the Workshop Program reflects a commitment o
giving young people the opportuniy to express ther culure to their peers
through performance and skills development. Tutors provide professional
exchange between artists and the youth membership, as well as an issue-
based approach to programming,

Western Australian Youth Theatre Company (Perth, Western Australia)
hitp v wayouththeatre org.au

Provides young, enthusiasti artss with the opportunity to work with arts
industry professionals in theater. Cast and crew members from twelve to
‘oventy-fiv years of age are encouraged to develop thei rehearsal and per-
formance sills through workshop programs and the presentation of major
dramatic works to the public

New Zealand

Calico Young People’s Theatre (Napier)
hitpww calicotheatre.org nz

Alms to produce outstanding professional theater for young audiences and
1o provide young people aged from five to fifieen with oppormities to
participate in theater productions—as performers, behind the scenes and
creating their own shows. Calico develaps large-cast productions for young
performers (suitable for 30 to 250 actors), typically teaming the young
pantcipants with professional theater artsts. After several years devoted
1o developing productions in partnership with schools throughout New
Zealand, Calico plans to broaden its hometown base with school holiday
shows, achildren's theater school, and community productions.

National Youth Drama School (Napier)
hitp v nyds.conz

Anannual program that provides professional tuition of the highest stan-
dard in theater, dance/movement, singing, technical, and film disciplines
10 fificen- to twenty-year-olds,

National Youth Theatre Company (Auckland)
bt fwne.nytc conz

Offers young people aged fiv to twenty-one the opportunity to partcipate.
55 il il s il flicr e ookl Goakii, Wt Bek.
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Mosaic Youth Theatre (Detroit)
hitpfsnw.mosaiedetroitorg/home htm

A program designed to empovwer young people to maximize their poten-
til through professional performing ars training and creation of irstate.
theatrical and musical art. Young atiss come from more than fify city and
suburban sehaols, and a variety of sockl, economic, racial, cultural, and
religious backgrounds. Though a professional performing arts program,
these young artists blend thelr ideas and talenis and achieve excellence in
thei theatrical and musical performances.

Motor City Youth Theatre (Detroit)
hiup//meyt.org

Organized exclusively o educational purposes and to bring the excitement
and magic of live theater 1o young people and their families as performers
and audience participants. Motor City Youth Theatre educates, enriches,
and enlightens the lives of children and adults in the community and sur-
rounding areas by offering plays, musicals, and workshops that address
Hiterary and musical works, current issues, and multiculuralism. It trains a
youth population ages five through eighteen, many of whose recreational
heeds are not ofien met through sports

Ragamuffin Children's Theatre (Charlevoix)
hitpyjsw.sagamufintheatre.com

A Christian nonprofit organtzation dedicated 10 Instructing young people
inall areas of the performing arts: dance, mime, acing, drama, and singing,
The company includes many adult artists, actors, singers, and dancers.

Taylor Youth Theater (Taylor)
see hutp: v cityofiaylor.comjnode/ 18203

A theater featring children ages six to fourteen performing musicals and
other plays.

Traverse City Children's Theatre (Traverse i)
hitpyjswnw tcctheatre.org

Provides an innovative blend of theater and education for young people
from three to twenty-one years of age. Performance areas include a main-
stage auditorium and a suudio theater, while touring productions visit vari-
ous schools to bring shows that teach or reinforce core lessons for students
from first grade to high school,

Young Peaple’s Theater (Ann Arbor)
httpy/jwww.youngpeoplestheater.com
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Family Playhouse Academy of Drama: Littlest Players (Emmaus)
hitp: v familyplayhouse.comy/LPlayers him

A program for players between the ages of three and twelve years, perform-
ing abridged adaptations of classic stories. The acting roles are formidable
in thelr literacy and depth but simplified enough to capture the innocence
and delight that young children always bring to performance. These mini-
shows allow the ehildren to double cast several roles and thus enhance and
refine thelr characterization and memorization skl

Freedom Theatre (Philadelphia)
hitp v freedomtheatre.org

Pennsylvania's oldest Affican American theater, dedicated to serlous tran-
ing n the arts. Freedom Theatre's teaching staf belleves that effective teach-
ing includes the introduction of life skills that raise digity, self-worth,
and pride through both cultural education and group theater art activties
Students study traditonal or modern performance skils, theory, various
techniques of 3 discipline, writing, and aspects of technical production.
Three age levels of theater classes are offered,

‘Gemini Children's Theater (Pittsburgh)
hitp v geminitheater.org

Produces original musical theater performances that focus on artistic,
auluural, and educational themes. Numerous acting classes and summer
camps are available to students aged four to seventeen. Learning techniques
include complex theater games, exercises and improvisation work, and self
itien monologues

Hedgerow Theatre (Rose Valley)
hitp: v hedgerowtheatre.org

Operates as both a professional theater and an educational cener for the
raining, development, and education of theater artists and enthusiass, in-
cluding classes for teens and youth and a children's summer camp.

Little Lake Theatre (Canonsburg)
hitp e lilelaketheatre.org

Instruction by adult professionals in a performance and production camp
for ages eleven to fifteen and an apprentice program for ages fourteen to
nineteen. Students receive traning in the rehearsal process, vocal projec-
tion, movement, and other skills that build stage presence. In technical
theater, campers partcipate in the design, construction, and acquisition of
propertis, scenery, costumes, and production playbills. At the end of the
program, campers select a specific area of performance or prodution for a
i
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Open to young people aged thirteen to twenty one who are interested in
performance or production. The company is residential, ecrulted through
yearly nominations and auditions that involve group and solo workshops,
Members of the company are invited o return. In the company, students
learn and perform under the guldance of specialist tutors experienced in
ans education.
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Includes a program that takes a script created by students through the
process that leads to performance: script analysis, character development,
storytelling stage presence, theater terminology, and the rehearsal process.
Students analyze every aspect of the performance process as they bring
show from inception to curtain call,

Broadway Training Center of Westchester (Hastings-on-Hudson)
hitp v broadwaytraining.com

Broadhway-oriented performing art training with clases that include acting,
dance, and voice. The most popular program, “Ensemble,” i an intensive
musical theater experience leading to a full-cale production. The atmo-
sphere s noncompetitive, nonjudgmental, and safe.

Camp Broadway (New York)
hitp: i campbroadway.com

A summer program offering classes and workshops taught by Broaduay
professionals in all aspects of musical theater, including a behind-the-
scenes look at the business. Offers students from six o clghteen three
programs plus workshops in dance, voice, acting, combat, improvisation,
technical theater, and audition.

Children's Shakespeare Theatre and the Rogue Players (Nyack)
hupjchildrensshakespeare.org,

An Independent organization of children ranging in age from clght o
ffieen. The group's chief goal is to give young actors an opportunity to
experience Shakespeare’s words and deep understanding of the human
experience and to help them—through instruction in voice, movement,
and acting techniques—to translate ther experience 1o a broad audience of
children and adults. Students are a company of players working together
“In the best Shakespearean radition,” supporting each other and teaching
each other. They mount six productions each year,in original language with
period costumes, sometimes set n different time periods. They perform at
Renaissance Fairs and have toured as fa avay as Texas; they offer in-school
workshops and a CST Studio for beginning students. Parents are involved
in productions,serving on the board, providing dinner for tech weeks, and
even acting in fund-aising presentations.

‘The Children's Theatre Company (New York)
hitp v childrenstheatrecompany.org

Commissions and presents new and adapted pieces of professional theater
that explore relevant and challenging social issues. Current events are nter-
preted from a historical and multidisciplinary perspective, utlizing drama,
dance, music, and art. Students learn that they are the voices of positive
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animation, puppetry, musical theater, and acting for the camera. An inte-
gral part of the theater school s the Young Company, a pre-professional
program for highly motivated teens. A distinctive feature of the program
is a play development program for students, operated in cooperation with
the Manitoba Association of Playwrights, in which playwrights work with
a professional dramaturge, a professional director, and stdent actors
MIYP also offers a “drama residency” for elementary schools. In support
of the Manitoba community, MIYP offers fiee acing, performing and film
training casses to four hundred young people through the Aborlginal Ars
Training and Mentorship Progra,

‘Winnipeg Jewish Theater (Winnipeg)
hitp v wt.cajoutreach/

Provides theater training to Winnipeg youth who may not have had the
opportunity to become involved in professional theater. The goal of this
program is to help local youth between the ages of sixteen and twenty-four
secure some experience in the theater. Many of the sdents who apprentice
with WIT go on to work at larger theater companies.

Quebec

SaBooge Theatre Company (Brooklyn, New York, and Monireal, Quebec)
hitp: fwunw sabooge.comyteaching/teaching shiml

Dedicated to providing theater training and experience to students of all
ages through workshops, summer arts camps, in-school programming
university residencies, and community iniiatives. With instructors and art-
ists from around the globe, SaBooge’s education program drays o their
experience with cirus ars, mask, music, puppetry, and movement to create
in-depth programming at alllevels of experience.

Saskatchewan

The Improv Camp (Regina)
hitp e improv.cajcamp/

Uses improvisation s a leaming ool to foster skills such as posiivty,
leadership, commitment, and teamwork. An exciting experience for any
high school student who enjoys the art of Improvisational theater and also.
a place for those recent graduates to expand thei skills in the Leadership
Program.
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Orlando Youth Theatre and Academy (Orlando)
hutpyjuww.crlandoouththeatre.com

Dedicated to providing quality theatre opportunities for young people
in central Florida. Offers training and performance opportunitis for stu-
dents ages four to eighteen. Classes, workshops, and seminars are offered
throughout the year.

Patel Conservatory Youth Theater (Tampa)
hitpjuw patelconservatory.org/disciplines youththeater htm

s part of the broad Conservatory program. offes students the chance
to put the experience they have gained into practice. The facility includes
studios and classrooms for dance, media arts, theater, on-<amera acting,
and private lessons in all disciplines, plus a piano lab, a recording studio,
ascene shop. a costume shop, a library, and a “black box” theater. In the
performance lab, studens have a chance o work in a demanding and nur-
turing rehearsal environment, The lab culminates in a final performance.
plece that incorporates acting, dancing, and singing

Riverside Children's Theatre (Vero Beach)
hitpfuw sversidechildrenstheatre.org

A volunteer:nun company offering drama instruction and performances
for more than fify years. Classes are held throughout the year. Class size
is limited, and there is 2 owo- or three-year waiting list for admittance. The
company produces two musicals 2 year, n the fall and spring.

Georgla

Alllance Theater Company Acting Program (Atlanta)
hutpyforww.aliancetheatre.org/education aspx7id-50
Offers youth and summer camp classes and productions for all ages.

Atlanta Workshop Players (Atlanta)
hitpyfuww atlantaworkshopplayers.com

Anonprofi, professional children's theater company with a theater school
and performing arts camp. Instructors and guest ariss are industry profes-
sionals with significant TV/film and Broadway credits. Original musicas,
focusing on sectal issues, are made available internationally through publi-
cation. Offersa ‘Kids’ Cabaret” at a comedy club.

Cobb Children's Theatre (Porwder Springs)
hutpfurw.cobbehildrenstheatre.org

A repertory stock company founded to provide for children of all ages,
A TR T i SR ol e S e
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Palo Alto Children’s Theatre (Palo Alto)
See hutpfwwow cityofpaloalio.org/childrenstheatre

A seventy-five-year-old public-private partnership serving children and
Young adults aged eight to twenty-four years old. Over the years this pro-
gram has expanded ts scope to include radio, television, film and video,
Classes, camps, and special events, during both the summer and the school
year.

Pam Donldn's Theater Workshops for Young Performers (Milbrac)
htp:/jwwwpamdonkin.com

A summer drama camp for children ages eleven to seventeen, with impro-
visation, clowning, and basic acting.

Pentnsula Youth Theatre (Mountain View)
htp:/jwww.pytnetorg.

A unique family atmosphere that successfully uses theater performances
and classes to develop a strong sense of sell-esteem and to nurture so-
cial and communication skills that are useful in all walks of life. This
program is committed to providing an enriching theatrical experience in
schools, thereby reinforcing the positive role the arts play in academic

Peter Pan Junior Theater (La Mesa)
htp:/jww.ppitorg

A program that has served the community since 1970, specializing in
creating a family experience like no other after.school organization can.
Volunteer teachers and past students play an integral role in each produc.
tlon as designers, choreographers, vocal directors, orchestra directors, and

Premiere for Kids (San Diego)
hitp:/jwwwpremiereforkids com

Year-sound youth theater presented by youth performers, including audi-
tions, workshops. and special events,

Riverside Youth Theatre (Moreno Valley)
hitp:jiversideyouththeatre.org

A program dedicated to providing training for children and youth in the
theaterarts. Al musicals and plays ar reviewed for content that s appropri-
ate for young people. Program costs are kept as low as possible by efficient
SRR Lo ST A RS
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«curriculum, and opportunities are afforded students who are disabled emo-
tonally and socilly.

Casa del Teatro Ragazzi e Glovani (Turin)
hitp v casateatroragazzi.ijcorsi/corsthtm

“The historic company of the Teatro Turin- Boys. It includes a crcult regional
youth theater, the Children's Theater Project, and Young Piedmont.

Company Teatrale Salamander (Savona)
htpfwvw salamander.it

Established as part of the International Connections Program, collaborates
it the National Theatre of London, the Theatre of the Limanaia of Flor-
ence, and the Lita Theatre of Milan in engaging students as actors and
extending theater 10 the schools.

Etolle Centro Teatrale (Regglo Emilia)
hitp:] . centroetoil.eujscuolateatro him

Includes a childrens course (for students age five through twelve) and a
school with a particular focus on diction, improvisation, movement, scene
design, and text study.

Fondazlone Alda (Verona)
hitp v faida it

Offers theater courses and workshops for children of all ages. Associated
swith many children's theater companies, and has a strong concern about
the civic value of theater.

Ortoteatro (Pordenane)
hitpwwn.ortoteatro it

Offers a varlety of beginning and advanced theater laboratories for chil-
dren.

Quellidigrock (Milan)
hitp . quelidigrock it

Offers hundreds of students a varied range of courses: acting, singing, dic-
tion, and dubbing and theater clases for teens, seminars and workshops
theater for the schools.

Teatro Citta Murata: LAlfabeto del Teatro (Lake Como)
hitp v citiamurata it

A theater school for children and young people divided into two courses,
e for children ages six to ten years and the other for ages elever to four.
teen.
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Oxford Playhouse Young Company (Oxford)
hitp s oxtordplayhouse.com) takingpary 1622 spx

Creates outof-school opportunite for young peopl to engage in arts,
such as summer theater residencles, a halFterm workshop program, and 3
Voulh Theate

Performers Stage School (South Tyneside)
hitp v performersclass iz

A facliy that encompasses the three main performance disciplines: drama,
dance, and music. The approach is modern, informative, and practical
More important than talent is commitment. Enjoyment matters most.

Pleasance Theatre Islington—Young Pleasance (Islington)
hitp v pleasance.co.ukiyp

A collaboration of award-winning theater practitioners, choreographers,
composers, and designers who share the aim of introducing and develop-
ing performance and technical skills In young people. Workshops, holiday
corses, and special performance projects give children and young people
the chance to develop an awareness of thelr ovn abilities and to improve
and enhance aptitude, expectations, and. potential as part of a vibrant,
focused, and motivated team. Four Summer Junior Workshop courses are
offered to local children.

The Pollyanna Children's Training Theatre (Wapping)
hitp s pollyannatheatre.org

A training theater fferng that encourages students' nterest n professional
recruitment. Courses are offered in drama and musical theater, with to
fll productions per year and a summer program.

Rabble Youth Theatre (Coventry)
hitpfrabbletheatre.tripod.com

A nonprofit independent youth theater group consisting of up to thirty
young people aged between elght and sixteen. Besides actors, the theater
invites music and drama tutors, technical crew, stage crew, costume coordi-
nators, and scenery painers.

The Rage Ensemble (Birmingham)
hitpfragearts.org uk/ M 153/index php)the-rage-ensemble huml

A group for young, peaple ages sixicen to nineteen who cannot or do not
want to attend coliege, run by Rage,a professional acting company.

Rainbow Theatre (Warthing)
bt s caline N atie coin
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North Carolina

North Carolina Theatre Arts hp/fwwswnctac.org
Educators (NCTAE)

ohio

Ohio Allance for Aris Education  http//whw.oaae.net
(0AAE)

Ohio Arts Council (OAC) hitp:/fwwsv.oac.state.ohus

Ohio Educational Theatre Assoctation htp:/fwwi.ohioedia.org
South Caralina

South Carolina Theatre Association  hip://ywiw southcarclinatheatrecom
Temnessee

The Tennessee Theatre Assoclation:  hitp//whww.tn-theatre.comytta-

‘Children’s Theatre (TTA) dwisions-childrens html

Tevas

‘Texas Educational Theatre hitp/fwwsetetatx.com
‘Association (TETA)

uah

Utah Theatre Association htps/fwwswtahtheatreassociation

org

Virginia

Virginia Theatre Association hitp:/wwne vasite org

Wolf Trap Foundation: Institue for  hitp/jwwi-olfrap.org/Education)
Early Learning in the Aris Institute_for_Early_Leaming

through_the_Arts.aspx

Canada

Canadian Children's Theatre Co.  hitpe//wiww.childrenstheatre.ca
SOUTH AMERICA

Brazil

Proscenio: Teatro Brasileiro, Escolas  htp:/fwwhv pagebuilder.com.br/
proscenio/bibliote htm

UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND

England

Action for Children's Aris (ACA)  hutp//www.childrensarts.orguk
‘ants Couneil England htp:fjwwie.ariscouncil org uk
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ability. In addition, a Pied Piper Society is a group of skilled and dedicated
adolescents who partiipate in workshops and classes with invited guest art-
ists. In addition to performing, they help direct and manage productions.
They publish a quarterly newsletter and are involved in fundraising and
mainaining the theater. For this, they receive scholarships.

‘The Play Group Theatre (Westchester)
hitp v playgroup.org

Produces original plays and musicals for children eighteen and younger.
A notfor-profit theater company dedicated entirely to providing actor
raining and diverse performance opportunities for children and teenagers
Students learn through studio classes, an actor training program, an out-
reach program, and the PCT Summer Theatre.

Rochester Children's Theatre (Rochester)
hitp www ochesterchildrenstheatre.org/workshops him

Offers challenging, innovative, high-quality arts education opportunities
for children ages cight through twelve, while teaching theater skills that
ill empower children—both as artsts and as peaple. The workshops offer
instruction in acting, music, and movement, and encourage exploration of
all aspects of production, from set desigh to costumes and props.

Roundabout Theatre Company (New York)
hitp v roundabouttheae.orgfe07_students him

Offers a series of workshops and performances for young people through
two student-driven theater companies. VOICES focses on preparing stu-
dents for post-high school life, including college and carcers, through
disciplined theater raining. The Student Production Workshop is designed
for students who are most at risk for dropping out of school, with a focus
on reengaging students in their current education through student.driven
theater creation.

SaBooge Theatre Company (Brooklyn, New York, and Montreal, Quebec)
hitp v sabooge.comyteaching/teaching shiml

Dedicated to providing theater raining and experience to students of all
ages through workshops, summer arts camps, in-school programming
university residencies, and community iniiatives. With instructors and art.
ists from around the globe, SaBooge’s education program dras o their
experience with cirus ars, mask, music, puppetry, and movement to create
in-depth programming at alllevels of xperience.

School of Cinema & Performing Arts (New York)
sy ey
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Ukraine

MACOR Jewish Youth Theater (Vinnitsa)
hitp: v vinnitsa.comjvinjev/0SEngl/paged.html
A student club that sages theatrcal performances about fewish holidays.

SOUTH AFRICA

National Children's Theatre (johannesburg)
hipywn jyicoza

A registered Public Benefit Organisation that uses theater to enhance
children's qually of life, Including not only theater performed for children
but also workshops that re-create the excitement of the real theater world
for young participants. These workshaps cover all the disciplines of the
performing arts: drama, creative movement, mime, improvisation, singing,
and stage and TV techniques

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

‘Trinidad Children's Theatre Workshop (Belmont)
hutp:/ftrinidadjunction wordpress.com/2008/08/ 31 trinidad-theatre-work-
shops

Offers a three-month program that teaches children ages elght to twelve
the basic performing and technical skills of theater. Exposes partcipants
0 all aspects of theater, not only performing but costume and set design,
makeup, lighting and sound. and siage management. The Teen Theatre
Studio teaches teenagers the basic skills of theater. In addition to the dis-
ciplines of acting, singing, and dancing, teens explore the fundamentals of
technical theater and related disciplines, such as theatrical makeup applica-
tion and costume design. Children develop their imaginations, voices, and
bodies by learning theater skils that help them grow as performers and as
people.

UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND

England

‘The Academy Theatre School (Cheshire)
hitp v cheshiretheatre couk

Provides professional teaching of complementary theatrical performance
disciplines and skills. Pupils are given the opportunity to act, dance, and
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Introduction: The Oyster River
Players’ First Production of
A Midsummer Night's Dream

This bockties © explin a mirade: 3 fine ullscle production of hake-
speate’s A Midsummer Nights Droam by children who hd litle expeience
in theater They rangd in age between fve and fifeen, and most of them
were in their fourh yer together 25 3 theaer compan. They took classs
in theterand dance, and they prformed maioly muscals but alsosight
play. on a seasanal schedule of four shows 4 year. They had nevr st
tempted such 3 complex o diffcult production, and thy succeeded.

“They knew each cther and thei teacherdircto vy vell, but they
i have o fende nd lives that were fll of chool. sport. and their
familcs, ven ding the stx weeks of rehearsals, which ook place in the
middle of the school yea.They had no pedigree, and thi rnks were ot
winnowed by audiions Anyone could foin the company, and everyone got
& part. The only way to ccoun for wha thee childen achieved was hat
they leamed in classcs and ehearsals

“hey ook on the challnge of Shakspeare ith naturl nnocent confi-
dence. The plan was 0 find ways to match the play with theeabilitcs.For
thelescript, th est of the lay would b cditd,but only o utthe tangled
anguage that would o advance the plot ofshove offthe character. The
acors would sudy the languag hard and delve it loudly and cleady. The
<ong and dance already buil ino this stipt s expandad into “numbers”
because musicals were what these dldren kne and fl they could con-
trbute 0 the play. The music would be oiginsl—specilly writen by one
of our parents, 3 1 happened. The music and the sets would extend the
magie of many, many fites (3 whole cast of younge acors) o the audi-
ence. Diffrences among kinds of charactes—the fiies and fairy royalty,
the mechanicals, he lovers, and the othes t the Adhens court—vould be
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To Anne Lamun, Producer/Direcor, Peanut Butir Players, Lafgette,
Colorad, United States

Syivia Lngworthy, Anitic Disstor, The Masque Youth Theatre and
School, Rochester, Minnesota. United Sttes

Alben Lavesu. Arstic & Mansging Ditecor, The Childrents Theste
Workshop, Blmon, Trnidad

Joyee Levinsohn, Aristc Director, Natonal Childre's Theatre, Johan-
nesburg, South Afica

Mt Mailant. At and Executive Divecor, Calgary Young People’s
Theaue Calgary, Abera, Canada

Karen MeGrady-Parker, Associate Diredtor, Scotish Youl Theate
Clasgow, Sotland

Claudia Niewrerhuizen, Educaief Medewerker, Jorna Tonedschool,
Vilscle, Belgum

Hed Rohringer, Obfrau kinstlersche und pécagoische Leitung, 1CH-
DUWIRTheater & Kulur, Vierns, Austia

Caig Slagh. Director, Young Conservatory, an Fancisc, Calforna
United Stater

Kent Suse, Thesee School Director, Manitoba Theat for Young Pecple
Winnipeg, Maniicba, Canada

Paul Sutton, Arisc Ditecor, CST (Collar & Tie L), Worcester, Eng-
and

Don Troter, Board Presdent, Children's Theste Troject, Rockford, 1l
Hinos, United Sates

Jenmy Wske. Founder and Artistic Disetor, Calico Young Decple's The.
‘e, Napir, New Zealand

Diretors of childhen's thester ssociaions in this and other countries
affoded 3 pecial boad and deep pesspective

olin Bradie, Director, Promote Y, Edinburgh, Scotland

Orlath NeBide, Director, Natonal Associaton of Youth Drama, Dub-
lin Ireland

Kathleen E. Taplor, Marketing Mansger, and Michael Pez Execuive
Director, Bducatonsl Theare Asociaion. Cincinnat, Obio, United
Stter

Nigel Towrsend, Astic Disetor, Y Touring,London, England

Gillan Viells, Administator, National Youth Dance of Wales and Na-
ol Youth Theatre of Wales, Cardiff Walex

The ditors at Scarecrow Dres gave us great asistance, not only in the
production of this ook but i seconstructions along the vy
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Offers a fall workshop and summer Kids in the Spotlight program. Through
dance, movement, theater games, and improvisation, young aspiring actors
Iearn how to use both body and voice to create charscters and build basic
acting and performance skils.

School of Performing Arts (Naperville)
htp:/jwww.schoolofperformingarts com

Offers nstruction for beginning, Intermediate, and professional-level stu-
dents. The Theatre Department offrs classes In various syles and focuses.
Students can look forward to testing out thei techniques in a fully staged
spring musical production each year. Offers group nsiruction for all ages
ofchildren.

Special Gifts Theatre, Inc. (Northbrook)
hitp:/jwiww.specialgifistheatre.com

A nonproft group providing creative drama classes and theater programs
for children with special physica, cognitive soclal, emational, and learning
eeds. s alm s o provide children and teens with special needs a unique,
creative drama experience enabling personal growth while breaking down
stereotypes related to disabilities within the community at large. Main-
streaming is encouraged whenever students have developed the appropriate:
social and artstc skills necessary to succeed.

Storycatchers Theatre (Chicago)
hitp:/jwww.storycatcherstheare.org

Prepares young people to make positive life cholces by taining them to write
produce, and perform original musical theater inspired by personal toris.

Village Players Performing Aris Center (Oak Park)
hitp:jwww.vilage-players.org

Offers classes for adults and ehildren and also has a Junior ensemble for
children ages thirteen to elghteen who have an eamest desie to make the-
ater an important part of ther lves.

Indiana

Asante Children's Theatre of Indianapolis (Indianapolis)
hitp:/jwww.asantechildrenstheate.org

A professional theater organization committed to preserving the tradition
of Affican and Afrcan American performing arts. Instructors and mentors
use the basic genres of performing arts (theater, music, dance, and storyell-
ABRY B ity T T il i v BEAate i T 16 S e
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Aimed at developing the human potential in young people through per-
forming arts training and performance, and exposing the community to the
finest in theater for young people. As a long-standing member of Alaska's
vigorous arts community. the Alaska Theatre of Youth teaches everything
from Japanese culture (a5 part of staging Otogibanashi) to sword fighting
It collaborates with native organizations and the schools o reach children
in many different situations. Is original mission focused on using the per-
forming arts to help youth trapped in destructive ife patterns. Now, in ad-
dition (0 2 mainstage season, is actviies include a summer conservatory,
a Touring Young Shakespeare Company, and an education program.

Arizona

Actor's Youth Theatre (Mesa)
hutpfswww.actorsyouththeatre.org

A performing arts organization with the mission of educating entertaining,
and enriching the livs of young people and their families through the art
of theater. Provides opportunities for youth to develop thelr acting abilites
and musical alents through comprehensive performing arts workshops,
community outreach, performance opportunities, and the presentation of
theater productions for school and family audiences.

Ahwatukee Youth Theater (Phoentx)
hupjwwiw.azactorg

Provides local children and aduls education in, appreciation for, and op-
portunities 1o participate in all aspects of the performing arts, as well as
offering family-friendly enteriainment to the communiy at large.

ArtsWork (Phoentx)
hupfariswork asu.edu

A broad arts program for children that includes “Summer on Stage,” a five-
week intensive workshop that teaches students basic acting techniques,
movement for the theater, character development, and more. Students end
the course with flly mounted productions.

Childsplay, Inc. (Tempe)
huupjchildsplayaz.org

Encourages selfesteem building and creative expression through pan-
tomime. role-playing dancing, and production of short plays. Summer
campers explore a varity of theater genres and the world of script devel-
opment, creating backdrops, props and scenery, auditioning for roles, and
producing directing, and taping productions in order to create a specal
performance st the end of the cang session.
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Walpole Children’s Theatre (Walpole)
hutpfwalpolechildrenstheatre . homestead.comwethomepage himl

A specialized group with the sole aim of educating, enlightening, and enter-
taining youths in the local community through theater aris. The Intent is to
preserse the tradition of children's theater within the community, provid-
ing the children involved with more than fust onstage experience but also
the many behind-the-scenes aspects that go into a production.

Watertown Children’s Theatre (Wateriown)
hitpyfuww watertownchildrenstheatre.org,

Provides a cultural and ecucational resouree for children of all ages. Ofers
classes, productions, workshops, and mini-musical opportunites for all
children to appreciate and participate i the performing ars.

Weston Drama Workshop (Weston)
hitpfowvewestondramayworlkshop.org/ program/index himl

A summer camp where students between ages ten and twenty-three partici-
pate In two to three shows, whether in the spotlight or behind the scenes

Wheelock Family Theatre (Boston)
hitpyjoww2.wheelock edujwheeloek/x 1010 xml

Supports ehildren's intellectual, emotionl, creative, and social develop-
ment through drama activities. Educational programs include fall and
spring courses, summer acting classes, vacation week Instiutes, a summer
matinee seris for lower-income youth, and an afie-school theater raining
program for deaf teenagers.

‘Winchester Cooperative Theatre for Children (Winchester)
hitpyfuww winchestermass.org/coop html

Musical theater for children ages six through fourteen. Throughout thelr
experience, they are encouraged to reach a level of performance far beyond
that which is typically experted of their age group. The staf consists of ac-
complished dramatic coaches, musictans, choreographers, and stage. cos-
tume, and lighting designers who support the children as they develop to
thei fullest potential. This program includes a summer camp.

Your Kids' Theatre [Your Theatre Inc] (New Bedford)
hutpfsw yourtheatre.org/ytkids htm

A five-veek workshop, meeting twice a week Throughout the workshop,
children build and enhance many skills essential for the stage and for life
“They strengthen communication skills and articulation while learing to
ol cu & play fagether withoat competiog
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Theatre & Kids (Lansdale)
hutpjtheatreandidds.com

Offers a broad range of studeni-centered programs. Summer Show Camp
offers young,people in grades 3 through 9 the opportunity put on a full-
scale Broadway show in two weeks of daytime rehearsals and camp activi
ties. The Theatre for Young Performers Productions stages si to elght shows
each year, alternately featuring performers in grades 3 through 9, 7 through
12, and 9 through college. Elaborate musicals, dramas, comedies, fantasies,
and theater classics are performed at area theaters and centers with casts
chosen through open auditions.

Theatre Arts Centre (New York, New York, and Doylestown, Pennsylvania)
hitpy/theatreartscenter.com

Offers classes and workshops in acting, musical theater, voice and music
skills, dance (jazz, tap, yrical, hip-hop, and ballet), on-<amera technique,
larate for kids, mime, and other theater arts throughout the year in
Doglestown. Both locations offer professionally based summer workshops
for children, teens, and young adults.

Totem Pole Playhouse (Fayetievill)
iy jwinw totempoleplayhouse.org

A summer theater day camp for children between the ages of cight and fif-
teen. Thei education culminate in 2 production. Enrollment s restriced,
and alimited number of scholarships is avallable.

Upper Darby Performing Arts Center Summer Stage (Drexel Hil)
i s udpac org/summerstage

Offers three summer programs: Children's Theater (ages fourtcen through
seventeen), Apprenices (ages cleven and twelve) and Rising Stars,  three-
‘week program for raduate Apprenties, ulminating n the performance of
2 children's musica. Young people are encouraged o develop the magic of
thelr talents and to share that magic

Valley Forge Children's Theatre (Valley Forge)
itp s vallesforge.org/satic/index.cimicontentID=467

Offers Kids: The Heart of the Arts Summer Program, serving children be-
toween the ages of five and fourteen in various arts classes, and Student Mu-
sic Theatre Workshop, two mainstage children's musicals directed, acted,
and designed by children under the supervision of theater professionals

Wolf Performing Arts Center (Wynnewood)
i farwr sl fpedaraiBgariscariet oof
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proach. The SummerARTS program features camps for elementary and
‘middie school students and an acclaimed SummerSTAGE production for
students age fourteen to twenty-one.

Seattle Children's Theatre (Seatle)
hitp v sct org/classes/

Strives to enhance mainstage experience and provide theater education and
theater ats training. Taught by professional artsts through anticipatory ex-
periences for young people. Through diverse programming, children have
the opportunity to experience all aspects of the theater arts.

Seattle Playhouse for Young Performing Artists (eatdle)
hitp v seattleplayhouse.org

Provides an artisically sound and emotionally safe environment for stu-
dents to learn the varied crafis of musical theater and experience perfor-
‘mance opportunities.

Studio East (Kirkland)
htpfwvnw studio-ast.org.

In addition to musical faiy tales performed by adult for young children, a.
program for children in theater, music, and dance. Courses are offered dur-
ing the academic year and summer to enrolled and homeschooled students,
Camps are smorgasbords of classes, such as musical theater, dance, stage
combat, clovning, and audition technique.

‘Whidbey Children's Theater (Langley)
hitp v whidbey.comwey/index himl

A children's theater program that gives children the opportunity to feel the
excitement of live stage performances. Classes are offered for young players
and for teens and youth. Special programs Include Theater for Young Audi-
ences and mentorship for children and teens,

‘Youth Theatre Northwest (Mercer Island)
htp e youththeatre.org,

A program that nurtures the intellectual, artistic, and personal development
of children and youth through drama education, performing opportunities,
and live theatre experiences. A wide range of classes and programs provides
theatrcal learning experiences for children age three to eighteen.

West Virginia

‘The Children's Theatre of Charleston (Charleston)
Ttk i S e
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eighteen. The Kirkwood Summer Theatre performs one musical per year in
the month of uly, cast with performers age eleven and older.

‘The Muny—Muny Kids and Muny Teens (St Louis)
hitp v muny.org/content/view/63/43]

A performance and training ground for talented youngsiers. The program
spotlights children (ages seven 1o thirteen) and teenagers (sges fourieen
0 nineteen) with exceptional voice and dance tlent, stage presence, and
discipline that make them standouts among thelr peers. Auditions and
raining are rigorous.

AThree Fold Cord (Washington)
hitp . 3foldcord.org

A Christian youth theater that presents faith-based productions. In addition
to summer musicals, the company presens Christmas musicals, promotes
varlous other local organizations, and provides members, past and present,
swith experience, with wonderful memories, and a new way to serve the
Lord in the community.

Montana

Equinox Theatre Company—Teen Theatre (Bozeman)
hitp:www.equincxtheatre.com

Afier-school and summer programs that provide professional rehearsal
experience for the teenagers utllzing uncommonly challenging material,
Camp Equinos offers an broad program, from musical comedy to Shake-
speare, 1o flm acting, to mask making, to playwriting. to improvisation.
Classes are divided into five age groups.

Missoula Children's Theatre [MCT] (Missoula)
hitpfwvw.metine.org

A large-scale and diverse musical theater program serving students from
Montana, as well asfrom all over the country and around the world. More
than sixty-five hundred young people participate in a reglonal residency
week which sets up theater out of the Little Red Wagon in metropolitan
and rural schools; in addition, MCT reaches twelve hundred communities
in all iy states, four Canadian provinces, and overseas. MCT' nationally
acclaimed performing arts camps bring two hundred of the finest young
performers in the country to Montana for a fwo-week summer residency
program. & new extended residency program is being negotated with the.
Missoula public schools. Within each program, girls and boys are regarded
as equal, and there is care and regard for the disabled and shy, as well as for
AL TNk Vool el ot v, o Eaitiig el
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ted, and hardworking young artists and provide them with opportunities and
a platform to explore their art further and produce exciing new theater.

International Children's Festival of Performing Arts (New Delhi)
hitp: v yanicfpa.com

Participants prepare a twenty-five- to thirty-minute performance and a folk
dance from thelr native county. They also wear native folk costumes at the
opening and closing ceremonies,

International Children's Theatre Festival [National Institute of Perform-
ing Arts] (New Delhi)

hitp v nipaindia com/event_delhihtml

Anannual estvalforchildren bevween the ages of eight and fourteen. Includes
interactive sesions,cultural ceremonies, and folk and traditional dances.

Little Theatre 1n Chennal
see. hutp://wiw.asiarooms.com/travel-guide/indiajchennai/things to-do-
in-chennai/theatres-and-entertainment.centres-in-chennailitle-theatre-In-
chennat himl

Focuses on the creative talent of the children by guiding them into theater.
‘Workshops are conducted by professionals in dance, drama, arts and crafts,
mime, music, poetry, puppetry, magic, and photography. Children betweer:
the ages of five and fourteen are entolled, and scholarships are afforded to
the underprivileged.

Mazhavillu [Lokadharmi Theatre] (Tripunithura)
hitpjflokadharmi.org

A group of about forty children ages ten to seventeen, assembling under
“the tree of theater” for improvisation, games, play readings, and other
theater activtis.

Indonesia

Teater Tanah Alr (jakarta)
hitpfteatertanahair orglen/home
Introduces about one hundred children to their multiple cultural back-
grounds through modern dance, acting, and poetry. This company has
extensive international experience.

Malaysta

The Academy [The Actors Studio] (Kuala Lumpur)
e o ieactriniiti BTy b aclestiyl
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Lakeside Youth Theatre (Nottingham, England)
hitp v Iakesidearts.org.uk/ChildrenYoungPeople/ Youth_Theatre html
Runs three youth theater groups for children and young people aged eight
10 ten, eleven to thirteen, and fourteen to seventeen, covering the broad-
est range of theater skils including devising and improvising, text, mask,
‘mime, dance, and music. Also offers the opportunity 1o learn more about
‘behind-the-scenes work, with sessions on staging, lighting, and sound.

Lancaster Drama Group (Lancaster)
hitp v dramafactory.co.ukjunior himl

‘Weekly afir-school classes aim to Introduce pupls to performance skills
Improvisation, movement, mime, voice, and speech work help build confi-
dence and communication skills in many areas of lfe as viell as drama.

Laxfleld Children's Drama Club (Halesworth)
htp v ledeuk orguk

Offers classes for children between the ages of s and fifteen, divided into
five age groups, as well as weekly improvisation sessions and summer
camp.

Leeds Children's Theatre (Leeds)
hitp v leeds-childrens theatre.co.uk

Dedicated to the principle of qualit, affordable children’s entertainment,
in order to encourage the Introduction of the theatrical experience for
young children. The group is staffed entirely by volunteers who offer thelr
ast range of experience to the younger members, covering mst aspects of
theatrical production. Membership is open to all young people interested
in theater.

Lights, Music, Action (Suffolk)
hup e Ima-online.co.uk

A stage school offering classes in audiovisual, band, dance, drama, and
‘musical theater, as well as a residential summer school for youth ten to
nineteen years old.

London Bubble Theatre Company Youth Theatre Groups (London)
hitp v londonbubble.org uk/do_stufffyouth_theatre_groups

Offers theater groups for children aged six to cightcen. The program in-
cludes a wide variety of theater and storyteling techniques, as vell 2s move-
ment, voice work, and improvisation, sometimes with scripts

Lyric Young Company [Lyric Theatre Hammersmith] (London)
Ikt e tyric.couklp558 html
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gram focuses on teaching youth about all aspects of musical theater. Young
performers of all skil levels are welcome. and no previous experience is
required. Shows feature large casts, so all members enjoy the opportunity
for featured part, lines, solos, or small-group songs.

Siskiyou Performing Arts Center (SPAC): The Children's Summer Shake-
speare Theater (Vreka)

hitp:/jwww.siskiyouspac.org

A sixaveek summer workshop and final Shakespeare production for stu-
dents ages seven to nie.

Solano Youth Theatre (Suisun City)
htp:/jwww.solanoyouthiheatre.com

The avard-sinning youth division of Solano College's celebrated conser-
vatory theater training program. Surrounded by dedicated educators and
industry professionals, young people participate in quality productions,
workshops, and classes. Programming is designed to strengthen commu-
nication skills promote team bullding, supplement teachers’ classroom
efforts, and promote theater arts.

South Coast Repertory (Costa Mesa)
hitp:jwww.scr.orgleducation

Offers fun and formative acting classes for young people, with ongoing
training throughout the school ear in fll, winter, and spring sessions,
Avallable to lids in grades 3 through 12 and at every level of experience,
from beginners to serious acting students, clases are taught by a faculty of
theater professionals.

Southern California Youth Theater (Whitter)
hp:/jwww.southemealiforniayouththeater.com/

Launched its first production in spring of 2000. K-12th grade productions
have been offered in Whitter, Fullerton, South Bay, Hermosa Beach, Pasa-
dena, Van Nuys, Tustin, Pasadena Christian School, and Chatsworth,

Spotlight on Youth Theatre Company (Clendale)
hitp:/jwww.spotlightyouththeatre.org

A youth theater group that teaches all aspects of theater, including acting,
directing, singing, and backstage actiities. Young people can leam and
grov within a safe and fun environment.

Star struck Children's Theatre (San Jose)
hitp:jwww.starstrucktheate.org

A nanprofit organization dedicated to providing excellent, accessible the-
ater training for youth, with high-quality performances for families and
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directing project is sometimes performed abroad.

Geneva Theatre Guild Youth Theater (Geneva)
hitp v gilive.orgyouththeatre.php.

A summer theater program for young people in grades 3 through 12,
founded in 1986. Iis goals are to provide local youth with an opportu-
nity 10 be Involved in any and all aspects of the production of theater, to
provide the community with theater that is both artisticaly and education-
ally challenging, to help local youth develop a better understanding of the
potential of theater for fostering human development while also helping
them understand the technical aspects of theater, and to use theater as 3
means of developing a sense of community. All interested students are
given a part in the production. Students also have the opportunity to work
on scenery, lighting, makeup, and other production areas under the guid-
ance of adult voluneers

Harbor Conservatory for the Performing Arts (New York)
hitp:wwnw harborconservatory.org

Offers pre-professional and introductory training in music, dance, and
drama. & challenging caring, and encouraging environment fasters positive
self-mage, an appreciation of the ars, and an understanding of cultural
diversiy.

Helen Hayes Youth Theatre (New York)
hitp v helenhayesyouththeatre.com

Offers year-found theater classes and performance opportunitis for young
actors ages five to elghteen from all backgrounds and at all levels of ex.
perience. Provides rigorous training in the theater arts while also offering
waining in life skills such as public speaking, improved foaus, social skils,
self-confidence, and teamyork.

Long Lake Camp for the Arts (Lake George)
hitp we longlakecamp.com

For boys and girs age ten to sixtcen who wan o Immerse themselves in a
performing arts/acting camp and a fine ats/visul arts camp. Subjects include
theater, acting, dance, music, fine ats,rock bands, ciraus, and frendship.

Longwood Youth Theater Experience (Queens)
hitp v lyte.us

‘Offers New York-area students foundations in theater education. Programs
are offered in drama and musical theater performance, as well s orchestral
accompaniment and improvisation. Students develop critical thinking,
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Dedicated to enriching the lives of young people through learning, expe-
riencing, and creating theater. Theater is the perfect venue for developing
both a child’s self-estcem and a sensitiviy to the human condition. Stu-
dents grow through theater, developing confidence and creativty, while
deepening the community’s appreciation of theater.

Young Peaple's Theatre Workshop (Wallingford)
hitp e ypr.org

Offers clases and camps where children learn to use their imaginations, to
celebrate differences, o reach out to an audience and to one another, and
10 gain selfconfidence through taking risks. This program includes daytime
and ovemnight camps, various courses, and shows throughout the year.

Rhode Island

All Children’s Theatre [ACT] (East Providence)
hitpfwan actinriorg

A twenty-year staple of the Rhode sland theater community, this nonprofit
theater company is dedicated to the education and enrichment of hildren
ages four to elghtcen. ACT enables children to use thelr imaginations and
creativiy to explore all aspects of theater production. Offers performances,
outreach, clases, and summer camps.

Young Actors Studio [Trinity Repertory Company] (Providence)
htp://wune rinityrep.com/educationstudent_programs/young_actors_
studiophp

Offers stdents the opportunity to learm with company actors and educa-
ton staff, culminating in performances that they have written, designed,
and performed. Trimester sesslons are offered for beginners, with year.
round sessions for advanced students.

South Carolina

Clemson Area Youth Theatre (Pendelion)
hitpfwww.clemsonlitietheatre.com

Produces two shows each year performed by middle and high school stu-
dents. In the summer, students from kindergarten through grade 12 take
over the theater with sessions that include makeup, costumes, acting, set
construction, lighting, music, dance, and auditioning,

Columbla Children's Theatre (Columbia)
hitp . columbiachildrenstheatre.com

Provides a training ground in theater arts through the Kidstage series,
an intensive, production-oriented “boot camp” designed o give young
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Civic Youth Theatre (Lafayette)
hitpyfyww Jafage tecivic.com

Pravides a noncompetitve atmosphere in which young people can develop
their imagination, explore their creatve potential, and feel positive growth
in selfconfidence and self-expression. Group-bulding and ensemble sup-
port create a no-filure environment. The classroom is a stage, scene shop.
and lighting booth where studens experience hands-on learning in a vital
and creative aren.

Ole Olsen Memorial Theatre: Children's Theatre Workshop (Peru)
hitp fuww. oleolsen.org/etw/index htm

Anonprofit organization promoting interest i the theater arts, Warkshops
are offered free to children in different age groups.

Black Hawk Children's Theatre (Waterloo)

hitpy/ s wepbhet org/bhct_asses html
Offers classes for students in 6o age groups, and a summer camp.

Kate Goldman Children's Theatre at the Des Molnes Playhouse (Des
Molnes)

htp . dmplayhouse.com/kg_childrens.html

Offers winter and spring terms of classes for ages four 10 adult, with a
special program for elementary school children during winter and spring
breaks. Summer classes for kindergarten through adult boast more than
fifty offerings, taught by area professional teachers, directors, choreogra-
phers, and actors.

01d Creamery Theatre (Garrison)
hitp fuwu. oldereamery.comjworkshops.php

Offers weekdong camps for students seven to twelve in the school year and
seven to fifteen 1n the summer. The camps conclude n thearical perfor-

Stebens Children's Theatre (Mason City)
hitpfstebens.com

Offers seven tiers of classes, enrolling students ages seven through igh-
teen. The year's schedule includes five mainsiage productions, a profes-
sional tour, a variety shov, and a summer project. Additional programs
have included school production workshops and a musical review that
traveled around northern lowa performing at nursing homes, libraries,
and restaurants.
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Children’s Musical Theater San Jose (San Jose)
hutpyforww.cmisi org

The nation's largestyouth theater company, producing seven or eight shows
year, with performers ranging in age from six to tweny. Also offers a Conser-
vatory Program and online theater a a digital actviy program, where young
peaple can work ith theater professionals to create new work for e stage.

Children's Musical Theaterworks (Fresno)
hitps:foew cmiworlscom

Anonproft theater company dedicated to the training of young performers
in the area of musical theater and the arts. Since 1997 it has praduced more
than thirty mainstage and touring productions,seen by more than forty-five
thousand audience members. All who audition are cas

Children's Playtime Productions (Palm Desert)
hutpjuww.childrensplayimeproductions.com

A nonprofit education-based theater company for children and adults,
Founded in 1995, it has grawn to feach more than nineteen thousand chi-
dren and adults each year.

Children's Theatre Workshop (Mission Vigjo)
hitpjuww.childrenstheatreworkshop.org

Anonprofit community-oriented organization providing interactive theater
opportunities for young people ages five through sixicen since 1951. Its
fundamental mission is o let children experience dramatics that enhance
their selfesteem and reward them for thelr creativiy.

Christian Atts & Theatre [CAT] (Corona)
hitp s catcorona.org/aboutus.asp

An afierschool theater and visual arts educational program for students
ages six through elghteen. CAT is commitied to bulding up kids through
excellence in the arts as well as modeling for them the highest morals
through traditional biblical values.

Classic Youth Theatre (Carlsbad)
hutpy/jcassicyouththeatre org

Offers workshops, auditions, and performances, recrlting children with no
limits on age. Mofves include declining school budgets and the uncertain-
ties of children in contemporary society.

Creative Acting Theater School (Simi Valley)
hutpyfowyouththeater.com)

Stages productions for young audiences and also offers a summer children's
e s otk wies tmaiot the yeas Tor it
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actors” studio for students grades 6 through 8; Repertory is a company in
sehich students leam performing on stage and producing backstage.

Bainbridge Performing Arts Theatre School (Bainbridge Island)
hitp v bainbridgeperformingarts.org/ Education/TheatreSchool huml
Numerous year-round classes offered to students of various ages and with
different preparation. Outreach matinees are held in public and private
schools, and an acting and improvisation workshop s offered for teens,
Partal funding and scholarships are offered.

Bellevue Youth Theatre (Bellevue)
see hutpfwiww.ci.bellevuie waus/bellevue_youth,_theatre hm

Provides young children with the chance to explore the exciting world of
theater, performing in a short play designed for thelr age group. Children
learn the basics of theater character and presentation In a relaxed and fun
environment. Also offers basic and advanced technical theater camps.

Broadway Bound Children's Theatre (Seatile)
hitp v broadwaybound.org

A transforming experience for children ages five to eighteen. Serves children
of all experience levels and from all backgrounds. Challenges children to
develop their mental, physical, emotional, socil, and creative potentials.

Central Stage Theatre of County Kitsap (Silverdsle)
htpwwnw.cstock.org,

Offers productions and workshops to students of various ages with different
interests and abiltes. Younger children are linked to a Director in Training
program for older students, who leam essential theater management and
theater production skill, including staging and blocking, choreography,
‘music direction, set and costume design, and stage managing, In addition, a
Youth commitice helps to sustain the various theater activities and liaisons
swith the adult company.

Columbla Gorge School of Theatre (White Salmon)
hitp . cgst comjindex. htm

& summer theater camp for children ages eight to eighteen. Students from
around the world study acting, music, singing, dance, volce, TV/fllm acting,
body avwareness, theater potpourr, and the business of theater perform in
shows; and enjoy outdoor activties on the 142-acre Blue Moon Ranch with
professionals from all over the country.

Creative Theatre Experience [CTE] (Olympia)
| vhmalem s, tayly
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developing the characters and plot scenarios for their scripts; penning lyrics
for songs, and creating steps for dances; designing scenery and costumes
that later become projects they complete: and rehearsing a production as
team where every member i a vital pece of the puzzl.

Methuen Young Peoples Theatre (Methuen)
it/ mmimh. org VM templates| temp.asparticleid=2288zoneid=
a7

Seeks 0 provide an excellent summertime educational and cultural experi-
ence in musical theater. Each summer, children of ages from those about
t0 enter grade 4 through high school Iearm and reheare a fullscale Gilbert
& Sullivan operetta.

Musical Theater Experlences (Lincoln)
hutpfoww Musical Theaterfxperiences.com

Develops original seripts appropriate for children's theater, and then siages
these plays with local children, performing for their families and the com-
munity. Some musicals are based on original Broadwway plays but edited for
age appropriateness,

Neverland Theatre (Hamilton)
hitpy/jneverlandtheatre.com

Offers summer workshops in which children participate in music, drama,
and dance activtis, as well as afier-school drama classes

Pocket Full of Tales Children's Theater (Natick)
hutpyjuww pocketfllofales com

Provides children and young families with a warm, nurturing environment
in which to explore their imaginations, their bodies, their voices, and their
world through the arts.

Priscilla Beach Theatre (Whitehorse Beach)
hutpyfuww priscllabeachtheater.org,

Focused on developing professional communication and acting skills for
children ages four to seventeen. Children are Introduced to the techniques
of voice, concentration, speech, creative movement, vocal expression, and
poise. Thei study culminates in public performances of their work.

Riverside Theatre Works (Boston)
hitpfow rversidetheatreworks.org

A nanprofit performing ants center that works as a schaol for both children
and adults. Mixed Emotions is the young adult company, and the Next Gen-
MO e il Sl sl ot Scialies iombiotey Haiin
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Stagecrafters Youth Theater (Pepper Pike)
hitp: v orangere. com/stagectafters/programs html

Offers afterschool, weekend, and evening classes, performance troupes,
and private coaching.

‘Theatre Kidz (Toledo)
see hupyjjwww.myspace.com/theatrekidz

An educational theatre program for kids ages four to eighteen offering
classes, shows, summer camps, touring troupes, technical programs, and
much more.

Toledo Repertoire Theatre (Toledo)
hitp v toledorep orgfreped hum

Offers acting, singing, dancing, art, and technical theater classes, 2s well as
children’s productions. In Young Playgoers, adults pesform for young audi-
ences, and in Amchair Theatre, adults and children perform together.

Town Hall Theatre (Centerville)
hitp v ownhalltheatre.org/himjclass_descriptions huml

Includes three production programs. The Landmark Children's Theatre
Company features mixed casts of adults and children in “landmark pro-
ductions of the world's finest children's stories.” The All Children's Theatre
presents “theater about children, with children and for children,” featuring
actors ranging from seven to elghtcen years of age. The All Children's Tour.
ing Teens mount three to four productions each season that visit local el
ementary and middie schools in the community following thelr mainstage
performances in the theater.

Yellow Springs Kids Playhouse (Vellow Springs)
hitp o yskp.org

A notfor-profit ans organization that enhances art avareness through the
creation of original multimedia theater for youth. Each year approximately
one hundred youth ages ten to elghteen participate In 3 six-week Summer
Theatre Arts Immersion, ffom auditions through rehearsals and the final
presentation of two summer productions, including a full-length musical,
Other programs include Tween Youth Workshops, for studens ages fiv to
ten; a youth leadership program, Dabigs; and outreach programs to neigh-
boring communities

Oldahoma

Okdahoma Children's Adting Guild (Tuttle)
ikt e it sl R i f
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on their previous experiences. Training classes are offered for older students
s#ho are interested in pursuing carcers in the performing ars

Nashville Shakespeare Festival (Nashville)
hitp v nashsilleshakes.org/students htm

An Apprentice Company of twelve to fourteen theater artists ages thirteen
and up, performing in the Nashville Shakespeare in the Park production
and participating in  two-week training program. Also offers children's
sworkshops on Shakespeare's language and the dynamics of theater (with
children directing professional actors)

Texas

A D. Players Theater Arts Academy (Houston)
hitp fwwwadplayers.org/taa himl

Offers training for artists of all ages, including specific programming for
inner-ity youth and atrisk children,

Arts View Children's Theatre (Longview)
hitp v artsviewchildrenstheatre comjeducation php.

Offers workshops (training in single theater skills), an academy (short-
term, intensive classes and performances), and the production company
(auditions, rehearsals, and fullscale performances).

Casa Mahana Performing Arts Conservatory (Fort Worth)
hitp: . casamanana.org/cpac

A theater school that trains both youth and adult in the performing ats
Offers a high school musical theater camp.

Centre Stage Theatrical School and Production Company (Kingrood)
hitp v centrestageloworg/school.shtml

Offers vol training along with musical theater movement: choreography,
scene blocking and body angles. Performance skils are also a part of the.
curriculum, including theatrical terminology and vocabulary, facial expres-
sion, acting, and vocal projection.

Children on Stage [Garland Civic Theatre] (Garland)
hitp v garlandeivictheate.org/cosjabout php.

Offers an open call for actors and crew, ages elght o eighteen. Children are
afforded a wide variety of multi-age roles.

Class Act Productions (The Woodlands)
htpywww.classactproductions.org





OEBPS/Images/back_036.jpg
Ready for Bedtime Players learn about the theater through games, songs,
costumes, makeup, and laughter. They also rehearse and perform thelr own
small production for fiends and family.

Amerlcan Stage (St Petersburg)
hitp://www.americanstage.org/education . php.

Provides students access to the art of the theater through productions,
camps, and intemships. A summer children's class concludes in a show-

Center Stage Academy (Casselberry)
htp:/jdancecsa.com

Dedicated to dance and performing ats Instruction to children and adulis
of all ages. Offers cutting-edge dance instruction in ballet, jazz, hip-hop,
musical theater, ballioom, Latin, and cheerleading, as well as acting and
modeling clases for prospective entertainers.

Fort Lauderdale Children's Theatre (FL. Lauderdale)
htp:/jwww.flctorg

A notfor-profit developmental center for the theater arts founded in 1952,
Classes follow the form and purpose of “creative dramatics” using theater
skilsfor personal development. Plays are produced with a cast and crew of
students aged six o elghtcen.

The Hippodrome State Theatre (Gainesville)
hitp:jthehipp.org/education/classes/

A seris of classes and fast-paced workshops designed to expose students
10 all aspects of theatrical production. Examples of acting classes include
improvisation, acting for the camera, movement and dance, Shakespeare,
and interactive performance. Workshops not only cover areas such as cos-
tuming, voice, prop making, and other aspecis of technical theater, but
also expose young people to different creative outets such as doll maldng
Capoeira, and bookbinding and art Additionally, the Hippodtome Im-
provisational Teen Theatre helps teens explore theif atitudes about critical
issues they face dally.

Learning Theatre (Sarasota)
hitp:/jwwwleamtheatre.orgindex himl

Sponsors the Encore! Summer Theatre Program where youth from around
the world (sges fourteen o eighteen) suady theater arts In Valbonne.
France. The ensemble technique, which is at the heart of Learning Theatre's
approach 10 educational theater and theater in education, celebrates cre-
ativity and exploration, involving all participants in the creative process.
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Appendix B: Programs
and Companies:
United States and Canada

This st contains several hundred programs and companies throughout the
United States and Canada, along with some basic detals for each. Further
information may be obtained by visiing the Web sites provided. This list
will be revised and amended s needed. 5o please visit hup://wiw.child
renstheatercom for periodic update. If you wish to suggest additional
sites, please send your recommendations 1o us at ctsurvey2 @aol.com.

UNITED STATES
General Varlous
Christian Youth Theater [CYT]
hupyjwww cytog

The largestyouth theater program in the United Sates, committed to devel-
oping performing arts skills and helping youth develop characte and self-
confidence, Three times a year—in the fll, winter, and spring—CYT offers
theater art clases forsix- to eighteen-year-okl children as an afterschool
activiy. Each local branch conducts three ten-week sessions throughout
the school year, teaching drama, voice, dance, and a broad spectrum of
specialy theatrical workshops in weekly two-hour classes. Students have
the opportunity to work behind the scenes o to audition and perform on
sage in a Broadway-style musical performed for the community. Addi-
tional performance opportuniics ae avaikible in CYT Tour Groups, which
perform musical reviews for community and civic functions. Intemships,
director taining, teacher aiding, and shadow aiding provide older students
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Includes children’s theater, community theater, and the Kilkenny Youth
Theatre. Works with young peaple in the community through outreach and
education projects in schools, clubs, and community groups.

Centre Stage (Limerick)
hitpcentrestageireland.com)index html

Offers weekly classes for children and adults i acting singing, dance, tele-
vision, and film. Classes are designed for people interested in developing
thelr skills and confidence In the performing arts, and to enhance life skills
through teamork and personal development. Pupils have become very
prominent contributors to the theatrial landscape of Limerick Ciy and
county and on the national and international stage.

Griese Players Drama Group (Ballitore)
hitp v grieseplayers.com)index html

Adrama group for children and teenagers that offers programs divided into
age groups. It started in 1999 as a socal inclusion project with emphasis
being placed on the provision of 3 community-based alternative leaming
experience through the medium of the arts by way of staged drama produc-
tons

Irish Academy of Dramatic Axts (Dublin)
hitpwunw irshacad.com

A fresh and innovative approach to drama, music, and dance that is stu-
dent centered and aims to develop creativity and self-confidence. Courses
are designed to sult students of all ages from six 1 adult, from beginners
through to advanced level. Throughout the year, regular showease perfor-
mances are staged, in addition to performances in professional theaters, to
give students genuine performing experience.

Jack Drum Arts (Baldersdale)
hitp v jackdrum.co.uk

Provides a wide variety of workshops and participatory arts activiis, in-
cluding music making, drama, and digital media as well as a small touring
theater.

Stagewise Residential Youth Theatre Course (Ballinasloc)
hitpi v stagewisede

Provides hundreds of young people with an experience of the performing
arts and drama, in addition to building individual confidence and creatv-
ity. An annual event with a well-eamed reputation as a well-organized and
e vkt
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elsewhere in France, and one-third from abroad. Encourages theatrical
research and sponsors classes for theater students and teachers not only In
theatrcal sills but n civic values.

Germany

Children's Theatre Burattino (Stollber)
hitp v kindertheater-burattino.de

Established in 1962, provides classes and productions mainly for children
aged eight to twelve (but also ad hoc instruction for older students and
teachers). The basics of Instruction include improvisational training, role-
playing stage fighting, and more. Since 1999, 3 research group has partici-
pated annually.

‘Consol Theater (Gelsenkirchen)
hitp: o consoltheater.de.

A theater that offers performances for children as well as nstruction in
theater skill. Children of different ages partcipate with aduls in different
plays. Classes include critcal reflections on the productions, planned tog-
ether with local teachers. The company participates in national and inter-
national festivals

Dachtheater (Frelual)
hitpfwvnw.dachtheater-feltal de

A theatrical club that includes members aged ten to fifty years. Many con-
tinue in professional theater. Guest performances are offered in nearby
theaters and theater festivals.

Die Bluncky-Kids (Berlin)
hitp/ vy bluncky-kids de

‘A children's musical theater group for children between six and telve years
of age, founded in 1994. Projects are ofien based on children's books, with
added yrics and music

Dle Maske—Amateurtheater Wiesloch e. V. (Muhlhausen)
hitp v theater-diemaske.defportrait/ueber_unsfueber_uns.shiml

A children's group—"The Litle Mask’—with twenty-five boys and girls
of primary school age. Theater exercises focus on movement, expression,
voice, and speech, and a new play i presented each year.

Dle SCHOTTE (Exfurt)
hitpfwiw theater-die-schotie.de.

Extensive instruction and experimentation the forms of theater for groups
under and over sixteen: a concept of theater that includes street theater,
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analysis, problem solving, organization, and writing and communication
sils,

Manhattan Children's Theatre [MCT] (New York)
hitp v manhattanchildrenstheatre.org,

Acting classes are offered in sequence—Storytellers/Playmakers, Creative
Drama, and Beginning Acting—o students preschool to fifth grade. The
focus s on learning al the elements that go into putting on a shorw.

MCC Youth Theater Company (New York)
hitp . mectheaterorg/youthcompany/index himl

A free after-school program for New York City youth, ages fourieen to
‘owenty, Interested in writing and acting for the theater. Students come from.
throughout the city o participate in weekly workshops led by theater pro-
fessionals. The Youth Theater Company s designed to inspire young people
0 find and express thelr voices through the creation and performance of
original theater pieces, while providing them with a safe artistc environ-
‘ment where they may grow and learn.

New Victory Theater (New York)
hitp: v newvictory.org/educationNewVicStudio.m

Offers apprentice programs to students sixicen and older, In cooperation
swith schools. Workshops are available to children in music and storytelling,
juggling and physical comedy, character creation, Shakespeare, circus, ap
and choreography, mask and puppetry.

Olean Theatre Workshop [The Washington Street Theatre] (Olean)
htp wwn.oleanworkshop.org/kids1him

A community theater school and performing company offering classes for
children beginning at first grade; senior high school students perform a
‘major musical

‘The Open Eye Theater Youth Theater Workshop (Arkvile)
hitp v theopeneye.orgfworkshop html

A communiy theater that offers workshops in improvisation, theater
games, and scene study. Summer youth theater workshops include audi-
tons, rehearsals, and performances of a inished production.

‘The Pled Piper Children's Theatre (New York)
hitp . piedpipertheatre.org

Seven full-scale productions each season teach students performance skills,
including acting, singing, and dance, as well as fine ats skills, through set.
Tty skt nchokial gt o Bl silt Holes e amiigoee] by
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Belgrade Youth Theatre (Coventry)
hp v belgrade.co.uk.

Runs sldlls-based workshops, produces performances, and organizes vis-
iis 10 the theater for seven- o twenty-five-year-olds. Also offers outreach
groups.

Big Litle Theatre School (Bournemouth)
htp v biglitde biz

“Trains students from five to nineteen years of age in all aspects of the per-
forming arts and boasts an excellent team of directors and qualified staff.
Offers specialist training in musical theater and acting, together with regu-
ar opportunitics to perform in concerts and shors.

Bigfoot Theatre Company (West Norwood)
hitp v bigfoot.theatre.co.uk

Provides drama-based workshops in primary and secondary schools, with
community-based programs on sweekends and the summer holidays.

‘The Biz Theatre School (Woking)
hitp v thebizgroup.co.uk

Musical theater ats school for ages efght 1 sixteen, with classes in drama,
singing, and movement. Each term students focus on a different West End
‘musical, with a presentation for family and friends at the end of term.

Bourne Youth Theatre (Bourne)
hitp:bytwwiwd. S0megs.comyfameset htm

A nonprofit organization open to children between the ages of eleven to
‘wenty-one, without audition. Alms to provide a professional atmosphere
sehere al can learn and develop thelr skills regardless of background.

Bradford Youth Players (Bradford)
hitp v bradfordyouthplayers.co.uk

‘Welcomes any young person between the ages of eight and twenty-three
swho is Interested in the performing arts. Members are given the opport-
nity to lear and perform drama, music, and dance techniques

Bright Sparks Theatre Academy (Manchester)
hitp v brightsparksonline.co.uk]

Offers part-time and holiday schools oriented toward professional training,
as well 2 a children's acting agency.

Bristol Old Vic Theatre School (Bristol)
httpy v olavic ac ulfactivs html
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and promotes rehted activiies such as storytelling, puppetry, and dance
through workshops and performances.

First Stage Children's Theater (Milwaukee)
hitp v firstsage.org

Offers a professional theater experience for young people and thelr fami-
lies, including the Theater Academy, which teaches “ife skils through stage.
skills” and has become a theater raining school. More than two thousand
students betsween the ages of two and eighteen participate in the program
each year. The most advanced students—the Young Company—perform
three shows each year.

Harand Camp (Kenosha)
htp e harandcamp.com

A summer camp program that provides children ages elght to seventeen
swith a specialized musical theater prograrm.

Madison Creative Arts Program (Madison)
htpfwww.madeap.org,

In addition to theater for young audiences, includes performance ensem-
bles and musical theater productions. Students take private weekly voice
lessons, and during the school year, professional teaching artists work as a
team 1o guide an ensemble of students in producing, rehearsing, and per-
forming in plays, musicals, and concerts. Ensembles are open enrollment
50 that young people may find a place to develop their talents regardless of
thelr experience.

Milwaukee Youth Theatre (Milsaukee)
hitp e milwaukeeyouththeatre.org

Involves children in all aspects of performances—not only acting but
playwriting sound, and stage management. Workshops and classes are tal-
lored to specific age groups and often end with a performance.

Playtime Productions Children's Theatre (Mount Horeb)
hitpfwwnw.playtimeproductions org/cast htm

A children's theater that includes twenty-five to thirty children from grade
3 through high school from many area communities and with varying
interests and talents. For many, this s thelr first experience In theater. The
unchanging objectve s togive children a sold theater grounding. Not only
do these young performers act, sing, and dance, they gain experience in all
aspects of the production, from putting on their own makeup, caring for
costumes and props, and loading In the sets
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Hetpalels (Antwerp)
hitp /s hetpalels be

A theater for school children and young people between four and eighteen.
Performances are accompanied by theater workshops. An ‘Ambassador
Project” involving people of various nationalites serves as laison between
the theater and the communities of Flanders, addressing the 1ssue of Dutch
language and culture for a diverse population. s Web sie 1s an Interactive.
platform for information and debate on social causes and activites

Jeugdtoneel Binnenstebulten (Wetteren)
hitpjwiw.toneelbinnenstcbuiten.org.

Celebrating twenty years, with a dozen productions each year from a cast
and crew ages ten to eighteen. Volunteers are encouraged to enllst as crew,

Jonna Toneelschool (Wilsele)
hitp/swnw jonnatoneclschool be

A group that has grown, over the past three decades, from a small youth
club to a creative center of aristic talents. Not only the drama schoal but
also “Crea-atelier” gives younger children the chance to be creative and
learn about aesthetics,crafs, and art. In addition, Jonna offes schools and
youth clubs a variety of workshops, plays. and projects. Leaming is infor-
mal, and classes are open to all students, regardiess of thelr experience.
Classes are progressive, structured by age. Stdents nine through eleven
learn to be creative with improvised or writen texts, movement, music, de-
cor, and costumes. For those who like 10 lear to sing, dance, and act, there
15 special musical group. After age twelve, students are offered an inensi-
fied approach to theater, working on attitude, movement, verbal skills, and
imagination, experimenting with different kinds of texts and styles. From
ages ffieen to seventeen, students work on bigger projects: a longer piece,
sometimes newly created especially for the group, is developed entirely
by the students. A distnctive feature of the program is street theater for
students twelve and older. Jonna has also built an intemational reputation
by participating in festivals and seminars, since 2003 hosting a biannual
international theater program.

tekkel attak (Limburg)
hutpyfsw tekkelatak be

A platform for youth theater including approximately fifieen groups. Spon-
sored activites Include theater camps and workshops.

Caech Republic

Divadelni soubor HOP-HOP (Ostrar)
Tabiial v anscmtoosvcafTissoiond letuting: caditwil
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Repertory Company Theatre School of Musical Theatre and Dance (Rich-
ardson)

htpficttheatre.comjOur_SchooLhtml

Offers year-round training in theater arts for all ages. Classes and work-
shops have a strong performance emphasis. Students are trained in theater
arts by professionals in the fields. Private studies are available for childsen
ages ten and older.

Second Youth Family Theater (Austin)
hitp v secondyouth.com

Cives each student the knowledge to gain confidence as a performer and to
enhance collaborative and socil skills, Works as an ensemble to develop a
fully staged production from scratch, writing a script and using improvisa-
tonal techniques.

‘Trinity Valley Commaunity College Summer Drama Workshop (Athens)
see. hitp/fwivw.campchannel.com/summer <amps/ Trinity-Valley-Commu
nity-College-Summer-Drama-Workshop-2862 himl

An'intensive theater camp that afords high school students from all over
the state an opportunity to strengthen skils relating elther to acting of to
technical theater.

Unicorn School of Acting and USA Theatre (La Marque)
hitp v unicomschoolofactingorg,

Offers affordable training in stage, Alm, and television with professional
stage and screen personnel. Age groups are eight to eleven and fwelve to
fficen. The company also provides educational outreach.

‘Young Actors Studio & Performing Arts Center (Farmers Branch)
hitp . youngactors.org.

A program eriented toward professional training, Fall and spring dramatic
performing arts classes cover comedy (scripts and Improv), drama (scripts
and improv), monologues (comedy and drama), voiceover technique,
commercials and characters,cold reading and auditioning technique, char.
acter and role development, and green screen technique.

ush

Children's Theatre and School of the Arts (Salt Lake City)
hitp v tctheatre.org/classesandcamps himl

‘Teaches drama and movement to children ages six to sixieen in twice-
sveekly afer-school sessions during the traditional school year and summer
theater camp sessions. The school's Youth Stage program offers students
oacaiidiien t ek with pessiiaadinol dhiecho. it desigress, CoR0OWS





OEBPS/Images/back_130.jpg
activities, charity performances, singing, movement, speech, improvisa-
tion, plays, musicals, and set design and construction. Learning groups are
divided by age: under eight, nine 1 eleven, and eleven o fourteen.

Green Theatre Company (New Malden)
hitp: v greentheatre.com/ About/AbouCTC him

Formed in 1986, the company is open primarly to fourteen-to twenty-five-
year-olds and runs on a pusely voluntary basis

Guildhall School of Music and Drama (London)
hitps:fjwwy: gsmd.ac.uljuniors/drama.huml

Open by auditions to students thirteen to eighteen years old. Offerings in-
clude drama games, techniques, and skils, ensembie and solo.

‘The Half Moon Young People’s Theatre (East London)
hitp v halfmoon. org uk

Produces professional theater in youth and school settings and also pro-
vides an extensive participatory program including youth theaters as well
as school and community projects. The company principally serves London
and works exclusively with young, people from birth to age seventeen, plac-
ing a particular emphasis upon cngaging those often excluded in terms of
culture (ethnicity) and ability (disabilty)

‘The Hampstead Factory (Hampstead)
htp v thehampsteadfactory.co.uk

Conducts classes in drama, dance, and singing for children and youth
from ages four to sixteen. Provides agency and casting for industry pro-
fessionals

Harrogate Youth Theatre (Harrogate)
htpy//www harrogatetheatre.co.uk/ harrogate_youth,_theatre_unids718_
pageaspx

Cives more than six hundred members, between the ages of three and
eighteen, the opportunity to work with theater professionals in weekly
sworkshops in drama and playwriting, as well a half-erm projects, special-
istworkshops, and an annual summer production.

Hazlit Youth Theatre (Maidstone)
hitp v hazlitiartscentre.co.ukipages/hazlitiyouththeatre himl

Boasts more than 160 members aged between six and eighteen. Weekly
sworkshops give young peaple a chance to leam about all aspects of the
theatrical world —improvisation, acting techniques, performing arts mime,
text work. singing, lighting, sound, design, and much more.
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Produces creative collaborations between children and professional artists
who work in a variety of media: performance art, theater, dance, music,
puppetry, video, set and lighting design. and playwriting, In its more than
thiny-five years, Andys has grown from a summer play produced by two
schoolteachers (0 its urrent state as a fully equipped summer theater, with
2 staff of more than thiny professional artsts, involving more than 250
children and more than three thousand audience members each year.

Bedford Youth Performing Company [BYPC] (Bedford)
hitp v bype.orgtheatre html

Offers courses in acting and musical performance for students as young as
five. BYPC students and the general public audition for professional-quality
productions of Broadway musicals with live accompaniment or fll orches-
‘ration and complex choreography. All candidates who audition are cast.

Children's Stage Adventures (Sullivan)
hitp v childrensstageadventures.org

A nonprofit organization created for the sole purpose of enriching chil-
dren's lves through participation in  live theater experience. Residency
sveeks and workshops are offered for school and community groups.

Kids Coop Theatre (Derry)
hitp: v kids-coop-theatre.org.

In addition to opportunites to perform in quality productions, provides
children and teens with instruction, encouragement, and development in
the performing ats. Also emphasizes (and requires) the active participation
of parents and other adult volunteers as part of production teams.

Leddy Center School (Epping)
hitpwww leddycenter org/Leddy_SchooLhtml

Offers classes throughout the day in a wide variety of disciplines. The stu-
dent body ranges In age from five to ifty-something years. Always strves to
provide classes that will both interest and educate,

My Act (Merrimack)
See hutpfwvww. merrimack Iib-nh.us/contacts/m.shimlMYACT

A nonprofit theater organization established In 1992 1o promote the
theatrical experience to all children in the Mermimack area from age three
through high school. Encourages all interested to participate in al areas
of theater, not just performing on the stage, but also including costuming,
Highta e i ad mlaist bickatage achewiod





OEBPS/Images/back_156.jpg
About the Authors

Kelly Eggers was the cofounder of Oyster River Players in 1995. She
teaches, trains, and directs more than forty children in three terms a year
and three or four productions a season. Her career includes acting, singing,
and dancing on television and the professional stage.

‘Walter Eggers teaches Shakespeare and other literature courses at the Uni-
versity of New Hampshire. His career includes writing about lterature and
academic administration.





OEBPS/Images/back_143.jpg
A theater program that allows young people to run their own group. In-
cludes dance, drama, costume making, music, stage crevs, directing, sing-
ing, scriptwriting, art, filming, photography, and computing,

Collusion Theatre (Clasgow)
hitp s collusiontheatre.co.uk

Offes drama sessions and productions known for their qualiy, imagination,
and professionalism, employing irst-class tutors. The group has had opporau-
nities 1o participate in workshops with intemational theater direcors and to
wiorkwith Polish, German, Iish, Czech, and Romanian young people.

Cumbernauld Youth Theatre (Kildrum)
hitp: v cumbernauldtheatre.co.ukjoutreach html

Includes a variety of programs organized by age for children fiv 1o ten
and eleven to twenty-one. Works In conjunction with several education
departments, Scottish Enterprise, and the Scottish Executve to support and
develop creativity in the classroom and in lfelong learning,

Dramarama 2000 (Aberdeen)
hitp v dramarama2000.com

Provides enjoyment while developing confidence through drama activi
ties such as games, mime and movement, improvisation, script work, and
acting, Special classes prepare students for entrance exams to professional
raining schools

Dundee Rep Youth Theatre (Dundee)
hitp: v dundeereptheatre.co.ukfp53 huml

A group of fourteen- to eighteen-year-olds who meet to develop drama
skills and work toward productions, sometimes in collaboration with the
award-winning Dundee Rep Ensemble.

Forth Children's Theatre (Edinburgh)
hitpforthchildrenstheatre wordpress.com;

An amateur group that offers young peaple a chance to experience al of
the aspects of theater. Two or three productions every year give participants
achance to take part with no financial outlay to them or their parents, giv-
ing them all equal status and affording opportunitis that some of them
wrould not otherwise have. They learn about discipline, commitment, and
teamwork; they also gain in selfconfidence and form friendships that will
st a lifeime.

Largs Youth Theatre (Largs)
'htpy largsyouththeatre moonfuit.com/#





OEBPS/Images/back_002.jpg
‘help out, even sometimes to take a part or run the lights. Their solidarity is
a function of their trust, reinforced in theater

Just where smaller companies like this go depends on the interests and
energles of the students, but all of the companies described in this book go
in more directions than one at a time. The mission 1s always the same—
g0od theater and the welfare of children—and so the questions are always
the same. How can we make these shows more enjoyable and important to
families and communitiest What can these children leam, not only about
theater but about their lives? Most private theater companies in this coun-
ry,like ours, do not have any formal relationship with the towns and cities
in which they are located. Instead, their focus i on the skills that children
gain and the satisfaction of their audience, mostly parents and friends.
Their lents and dedication fan out as the children go out into the world,
in mast cases leaving the stage.

A small company like ours, in a small town in the woods, wil never
directly be a part of the International enterprise we have described. The
discussions among, parents at the back of the Exeter Town Hall before
the show have mainly to do with children and families. We celebrate
holidays, graduations, and reunions together, as a group of friends, and
e enjoy remembering productions and the roles that the children played.
Remarkably many ORP graduates have stayed with theater in one way and
another—you can find a small colony of them in New York City—and
faithflly they come up here to be part of the audience and applaud their
Younger counterparts,

Looking not too far forward, we can see this company coming o is end.
‘Those children of ours grew up and graduated from ORP, hard as that is to
believe, and teachers graduate 100 But students teach in turn, and in that
ray e can expect the spiri of this company to carry on.
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‘ages five and up. The workshop offers various sections of technique classes
and performance classes grouped by age. Each semester, performance
classes culminate in a production presented to the public

The Younger Generation Players (Englewood)
hitp:jwww.ygplayers.org

A children's musical theater company featuring classes in drama, dance,
and volce, which have provided a catalyst for many young performers who
have chosen a professional career in musical theater. In addition, the stu-
dents develop strong self-esteem and lasting friendships.

Connecticut

Center for Creative Youth: Theater and Technical Theater (Hartford and
Middietown)

htp:jwww.crec.orgfeey

A summer pre-college program that offers alented high school students
five weeks of intensive study in the arts at Wesleyan University, including
theater, musical theater, technical theater, and dance.

Children's Associated Summer Theatre [C.AS T, (Manchester)
hitp:jeasttheatre.org/index huml

CAST. has grown from a children's theater group doing summer musicals
10 a fullsale theater geoup offering year-round productions and classes for
children. There is also a splinter group known as C.AST. Afer Dark that
offers theater productions for teens and adulis,

Connecticut Children's Theatre (Essex)
hitp:jdiscovercct.orgfws_workshops html

Offersclasses for children in Essex, New Haven, and Waterbury. Pre-K and.
kindergarten-age children build self-confidence, interactive communica-
tion, and teamwork through theater games and performance actviies
The Young Stars (grades 1 through 3) memorize lines and become part
of a scene while learning basic performing techniques. Broadway Bound
students (grades 4 through 6) use thelr voices, bodies, and minds o pursue
objectives; overcome obstacles, and create characters and scenes, all while
working as an ensemble.

Edgerton Center for the Performing Arts (Fairfeld)
hitp:jedgertoncenter.org/summer_camps php.

Offers musical theater workshops for young performers ages eight through
seventeen, culminating in a free live performance at the end of each
two-week session. This program encourages the development of a young
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Allows children and youth the opportunity to experience the performing
musical theater in a Christian context. Classes, offered September through
May for ages eight and up, include skit,sketches, improvisations, role-play,
and various other activities. There are Christmas skits for all classes, and
four major musicals are performed each year.

‘Tanglewood Youth Theatre [ Asheville Community Theatre] (Asheville)
hitp: v ashevilletheatre,org/Classes/Classes.html.

Offers daytime and after:school classes, Spring Break Camp, and Summer
‘Camp. The addition of new courses and Instructors, as well s the popular
favorites that have been offered for years, makes this 2 wonderful program
for all children Interested in exploring the exciting world of theater. This
program challenges the mind and strengthens theater skill, helping chil-
dren to realize and build upon thelr natural talents and ablites

YouTheatre [Flatrock Playhouse] (Flatrock)
hitpatrockplayhouse orgeducation/youtheatre.php

Offers classes for students as young as five years old weekend day camps in
the summer, and a summer drama boarding camp. This program produces
two mainstage productions during the main season, as well 2 playriting
contests, informal cabarets, and informal community performances. Iis
mission s to fostr the educational and artistic growih of the community's
children.

North Dakota

Mouse River Players' “Mint Mousers” (Minot)
See hutpwww. minotdailynews.com) page/content. detaiid/525955 himl?
nav-5001>

Designed specifcally for young students beween the ages of six and four-
teen. Program classes, taught by experienced and trained local atists, lead
10 auditions for the Mouse River Players’ annual family production. In this
production, the majority of support, on and off the stage, comes from the
partcipants in the Mini Mousers program.

‘Shade Tree Players (Bismarck)
hitpfshadetreeplayers.com

Provides opportunitis for children ages six to sixteen to develop and shorw
off thelr alents on the stage, from summer theater productions to acting
workshops and lessons.

‘Summer Performing Arts [SPA] (Grand Forks)
‘htpy/www.spacompany.org.
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Young Actors Theatre [Edna Vihel Center for the Arts] (Tempe)
see hitps/fwunw.tempe.gov/artsfartfyasyat him

“Teaches the basic skill of acting and improvisation through theater games
and exercises. Students aged seven through twelve wark on a script and
learn about set,costume, makeup, and other technical elements of theater,
while geting ready for the final production at each session's end.

Arkansas

Arkansas Arts Center Children's Theatre (Litle Rock)
hutp fuwu.arkarts.comjchildrens_theatre/
‘An art museum with a children's theater and a studio school.

‘Camden Fairview High School Thesplan Troupe 5750 (Camden)
hitp fuw. freewebs.com/chsthesplan/index him

A privately sponsored theater group and a member of the International
“Thespian Society. In addition to performances, the troupe attends a state-
wide drama festival each year.

‘The Foundation of Arts Youth Repertory Theatre Company (Jonesboro)
hitp . deltaboogle.comyfeatures/youthrep)

“The Foundation of Arts Youth Repertory Theatre Company is made up of
students in grades 2-12, from the after-school drama program.

‘Sonshine Academy, Inc. (Conway)
hp sonshineacademy.com

Offes boys and girls gymnastics, dance, cheerleading, swimming, and
children's theater Students receive instruction in storytelling, dramatic act-
ing, characterization, improvisation, role-play, and much more. Students
also participate in short sketches. plays, and learn the art of making props
and backdrops.

Calfornia

Academy of Creative Education (North Hollywood)
hitp fuwi.academyofereativeeducation.com

Students foeus on a particular aspect of theater as they work collectively to
produce a final piece, presented at the end of the fiveweek program.

Actors’ Conservatory Theatre San Diego (San Diego)
hutp . actsandiego.comindex him

Provides educational and artistic opportunities 0 young actors to perform,
act and learn the art of stagecraft in a fun, satisfying, yet highly professional
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Bakersfleld Music Theater (Bakersfield)
hitpy e mtshowtils.com.
Offers children's theater and workshops.

BBs Kids (Los Angeles)
hitpfrwwbbskids.com

An acting school for kids and teens interested in commercials, TV, film, or
music videos. The school produces three showcases per year for agents and
managers

Blola Youth Theatre (La Mirads)
hitpy/fyouth biola edu/theatre/

Offers a summer program of basic, intermediate, and advanced classes in
acting, voice, and dance, held at the Biola University Campus in La Mirada.
Students range from age ten through elghicen.

Blue Room Theatre (Chico)
hitpy/fsww blueroomtheatre.comjyoung_company.html

A nonprofit educational organization dedicated o providing children and
teens with the opportunity to experience the performing arts. The Hlue
Room Young Company offers year-round productions, classes, and work-
shops for students ages three through eighteen.

Boxtales Theatre Company (Santa Barbars)
hitpy v Dostales.org.

Storytelling, music, masks, and movement present world myths and folk-
tales to audiences of all ages, and this company offers professional theater
ralning for students ages fourteen and up.

Broadway Bound and Temecula Performing Arts Co. (Temecula)
hitpy/juww broadwayboundonline.com

Offers children's classes and performances at the home theater and
throughout Southern California at hospitals, retirement homes, county.
fairs and more.

Broadway on Tour (Vorba Linda)
hitpfowvebroadwayontour.org/default htm

With the motio “Children Bringing Theatre to Children,” provides theater
for children both on stage and in the audience. Children who are cast are
typically aged from eight to elghteen, with auditions open o the public
Parents of company members help with the staging of productions.





OEBPS/Images/back_045.jpg
dance while building self-confidence, discipline, self-awareness, and leader-
ship skills. Classes include Storybook Drama (sges three and a haf o four),
Creative Dramatics (ages five through eight), and Stageworks (ages nine t0
cighteen)

Civic Student Theatre (Lake Charles)
hitp . actstheatre.comyesthtml

Children i the youth divislon of Artists Civic Theatre & Studio leam the
theater, learn to follow directions. and learn voice control through classes
in the spring. Students participating in classes are cast in a special produc-
tion presented during Contraband Days.

Crescent City Lights Youth Theater (New Orleans)
hitp v summerstages.org

Professional theate experiences for young people agesseven to seventeen. The.
theater offes a forum for collaboration of arists, designers, and playwrights
and enriches the entire community with 1 professional quality stage produc.
tons and classes. Crescent City Lights instls an early appreciation of litera-
tre,art, and the performing arts in tomorrow’s artists and patrons.

Jefferson Performing Arts Soclety Youth Musical Theatre (Metaiie)
hutp fuwu.pas.orgeducation. phpID=11

For more than ten ears has offered more than four hundred youth from
the greater New Orleans area the opportunity to participate in musical the-
ater productions. Two camps are offered. for students third through seventh
and eighth through twelfih grades. They work with professional directors,
conductors, costumers, and an array of technical staff

Peter Pan Players (shreveport)
hutpjorw peterpanplayers.org

Founded in 1973, a city institution known widely for the training it gives
its young thespians and the entertainment it gives 10 the audiences. The
region's firt children's theater company.

Maine

Bearnstow (Mount Vernon)
bt fuww bearnstow.org

A nonprofit organization offering an arts day camp for children, including
classes n theater

Children's Museum and Theatre of Maine (Porand)
Tittpeffwwwe.kitetatls.orpftheatrefhestre Jnfof





OEBPS/Images/back_058.jpg
Students are encouraged to explore the beauty, diversity, complexity, and
challenges of the world around them through the dramatic process. Classes
are designed for students at different ages and with different interests. Fac-
ulty at the summer camp specialize in acting, music, and choreography.

Minnesota

Chanhassen First Act Theater Camp (Chanhassen)
hitp . chanhassentheatres com/summer_camp/

A unique camp taught by the professionals seen on stage and behind the
scenes at Chanhassen Dinner Theatres. More than seven hundred children
aged elght to clghicen participate in weeklong half-day summer sessions,
“They are divided Into groups and all experience levels are welcomed.

Stages Theatre Company (Hopkins)
hitpi i stagestheatre.org

Atheater company committed to the enrichment and education of children
and youth in an environment that stimulates aristic excellence and per-
sonal growth, Theater education programs and classes are designed to in-
spire creativity in youth ages four (o seventeen, focusing on the techniques
of drama, music, and dance. Students are taught 10 explore and express
thelr own individuality and build self-confidence.

SteppingStone Theatre (St. Paul)
hitp fwvnw steppingsionetheatre.org

An aliemative theater for youth, specializing in new works for the stage,
classes, and outreach. The focus is on the process of making theater: how
the company gets o the final day is as important as the final presentation
itself. Students lear about setting, characte, plot, problem, and solution
(the where, who, what, why, and haw of drama), and apply that to creating
2 play from the ground up. Rather than being assigned a part in an already
formed script, students work together to create the work they will perform.
on stage.

‘The Children's Theatre Company (Minneapolis)
hitp fwwnw.childrenstheate.org

“The largest children’s theater in North America, serving children and their
families. The Theatre Ari Training Program offers clases to students ages
eight through eighteen. Each year, “ctedtcens” selects motivated high
school junlors and seniors to act s school laisons and sales and market-
ing consultants to build teen audiences for new productions and education
o cirated iy o S,
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Adventure Theatre (Glen Echo)
hutpy o adventuretheatre.org

Students are challenged artistcally and encouraged to have fun while ex-
ploring a variety of theatrical role. In addition to theatrical skils, students
willlearn how to enunciate, project, work as a team, and solve problems
creatively.

‘The Black Box Theater: Stage Training Apprentice Mentoring Program
(Indian Head)

hutpy/juwwindianheadblackbox.org

An Innovative theater program designed to give support and guidance
through a mentor-based theatrical apprentice program to atrisk youth be-
ween the ages of fourteen and seventeen.

Bound4Broadway (Rockille)
hitp . angelfte.com/musicals/bbensembles/

A nonproft, all-volunteer youth theater dedicated to providing high-
quality programs for the young peaple of the community. All proceeds are
used for productions, enabling children to expand thelr alents and develop
the skills needed in the world of professional theater.

The Children's Playhouse of Marsland (Baltmore)
s hutp]/swwcebemd. ey /performingars/chidensplayhouse huml
Offers classes, summer camps, and theater opportunities for young per-
formers under eightcen years of %ge. and produces five musicals a year

Children's Theatre of Annapolis (Annapolis)
hitpfuw.childrenstheatreofannapolis.org,

A community-based nonprofit organization dedicated to_ nurturing the
‘growih and development of children ages ght to eighteen through partici-
pation in allaspects of the theatrical experience.

Columbia Center for Theatrical Arts (Columbia)
hutpyforw.cetarts.com

Educates through the aris by ereating theatrical experiences that “Inspire
thought action, creativity, and change.” The Conservatory ofers several
performance artsclasse, three summer theatrical ats camps, a summer teen
professional theater program (featuring professional guest dirctors and staff),
and the Young Columbians, a professionl performance ensermble that has
performed widely,including a special performance at the White House

‘The Conservatory [Baltimore Actors' Theatre] (Baltmore)
T Kt i B gl iyl Bl





OEBPS/Images/back_028.jpg
them an effective tool for communication—the theater. Professional actors,
writer, and directors work with groups of a-risk teens, helping them create
original plays.

‘Willow Glen Children's Theatre (San fose)
hitp:/jwiww.freewebs.comjbramhall

A theater program for children up to age eighteen, offering summer theater
camps, Theatre Connection Workshop (ulminating in the production of
an original play), and faiy-tale and puppet theater programs. Every child is
given the chance to succeed by being cast in every production

Wordical Productions (San Diege)
hitp:/jwwwewordical.com

A Christian youth group program that offers children ages ffieen through
hineteen opportunities to display their performing talents in a professional
and moral setting. Teens are involved in multicultural and uban-syle
performances for live theater and film, comprising acting, dancing, and
singing, Although there Is no cost to participants, they must mainiain
satisfactory school record,

Yorba Linda Spotlight Theater Company (Vorba Linda)
htp:/jwww.ylspotlight.org

A nonprofit organization dedicated to education In the performing arts
through summer youth productions and instructional workshops for chil-
dren and teens elght to nineteen years old. In addition to focusing on
top-notch final production, the program is structured to provide a broad
education in the theater arts.

Young Adtors Camp (Hollywood)
hitp://www.youngactorscamp.com

Young actors and their parents are invited to examine the Hollywood film
and elevision industry firsthand. This acting camp educates those prepar-
ing o enterinto the acting business, ntroduces the young stage actor o the.
art of acting for the camers, and offers a dynamic camp experience for any
young actor captivated by the movie screen. A three.day summer camp is
also offered to parents nterested In professional careers for thelr chidren.

The Young Actor’s Studio (Los Angeles)
hitp:/jwwwyoungactorsstudio.com’

Offersstudents Introduction and training in various theatrical media: stage.
screen, TV, or film. Acting i oriented to the Stanislavsly system, and stu-
dents are exposed to dramatic lterature. Classes include Teen Acting, Kids
Acting, Orieniation for the Younger Young Actors, Acting for the Camera In
Los Angeles, and Summer Camps.
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‘Warner Theatre Center for Arts Education (Torrington)
hitp://wwwewarnertheatre.org/aboutWICAE hum

Offers a dramatic arts curriculum that takes students on a hands-on jour-
ey through improvisation, character development, movement, and scene
study. More advanced levels of acting classes explore the various master
teachers of the craft, such as Meisner, Stanislavsky, Strasberg, Adler, and
Suzuli. Branching out ffom its dramac arts courses is 2 highiy acclaimed
dance program.

Wilton Children’s Theater (Wilton)
htp:/jwwwewilionchildrenstheater.org
A nonprofit volunteer organization with the goal of exposing as many chil-
dren as possible, i grades 4 through 7, o high-quality theater through two
musical productions per school year. In addition, Summerstage is geared
toward children in grades 7 through 10.

Yale University's Children's Theatre Program (New Haven)
hp:/jwww.yale.edu/yct/

An organization with 3 broad mission and numerous programs, including
orginal showws that feaure children in local public schools.

Delaware

The Children's Theater of Delmarva (Delmar)
hitp:/jwww.theaterofdelmarva.org

Founded in 1996 2s a nonprofit community performing arts organiza-
tlon that has since produced more than forty-four programs. More than
four hundred participants ranging in age ffom four to twenty-ive have
performed and participated in workshops and live productions. All pro-
grams and events are free;all labor i provided by volunteers, ncluding the
founder.

The Children’s Theatre of Dover and Kent County (Dover)
hitp:/jwww.thechildrenstheatre org

A volunteer, nonproft, tax-exempt community theater that offers five
Shaws and a series of worlkshops and seminars. Includes a Traveling Troupe:
ofchildren performing different shows.

Delaware Children's Theatre [DCT] (Wilmington)
htp:/jwiww. dechildrenstheatre.org

Founded in 1973 as a theatrical repertory troupe touring o schools,
churches, senior centers. and parks, now established in 3 historic theatre-
T i eciewaing i miageer s A e e Ths cintumaivy'
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A stepping-stone for students who want to be on Broadway one day or a
fun place for students who want to learn to sing, dance, or act. The Young
People’s Musical Comedy Workshop Program is for students between the.
ages of twelve and eighteen.

Essex Youth Theater (Essex)
See hutp//whwsmerchantcircle.combusiness/Essex.Youth Theater Incorpo
rated.973-746-3303

Offers musical theater for children age four to thirieen. Some shows are
adaptations, and others are original. Each part has approximately the same
amount of ime on stage and at least one solo.

‘The Growing Stage (Netcong)
hitp . growingstage.com

Provides education programs created with the Intent o provide young
people the opportunity to experience and actively participate In the arts
Classes and camp are open to students with prior experience in the theater
arts as well s those who would like to try something new.

‘The Kelsey Theatre at Mercer: Tomato Patch Workshops (West Windsor)
htp v kelseyatmece.orgftomato_patch shiml

A community theater whose mission includes workshops for Junior and se-
nior high school students. They spend several weeks of the summer explor-
ing the visual arts, dance, theater, and vocal music under the guidance of a
highly qualified staff of teaching professional artists. Theater Is viewed In
abroad context, and classes are offered in stage combat, children's theater,
computer art, “Who's line s it anyhow?,” painting, drawing, jazz. musical
theater, tap dance, cartooning and anime, hip hop, vocal ensemble, com-
edy, and video production.

Malnstage Center for the Arts (Sewell)
hitpjmainstage.org

Offers a broad range of classes and workshops in acting, voice, dance, and
fitness. Various acting workshops and theater productions, school-year and
“Summer Stage,” are offered 10 children from fourth grade through high
schoal,

Playwrights Theatre Creative Arts Academy (Madison)
hitp v pinj org/PubCL/ClassesMainPage. him

Acting classes are offered in age-groups from Kindergarten through age igh-
teen. At the older ages, theater skills are matched with the abiliy to write
iy 1 Goreatve Aris AimdEkay;
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Exposes children to all aspects of theatrical production and helps them
develop an appreciation for the performing arts. CTM produces two large-
scale productions each season and offers children the opporunlty 1o take
part on stage as performers and off stage as crew members, set builders,
makeup assistants, and in many other behind-the:scenes roles.

The Children’s Theatre Workshop (Toledc)
hitpfwnw childrenstheaterworkshop.org

Includes a Main Company (ages five to cleven) and Teen Company (ages
twelve to eighteen), with full-fledged productions by both groups and
technical training for the older students. The program teaches theatrical
techniques through an informal, classroom-based structure, and promotes
sel-expression and teamwork Classes are structured based on the age of
the child rather than experience level or abilty. Children are given 3 taste:
of ive theater (as much as they want) so they can decide for themselves if
and to what extent they might want to pursue the theater either as a carcer
or as a hobby.

Cincinnatt Playhouse in the Park (Cincinnat))
hitpfswnw.cincyplay.com/ Education/Camp/

A professional reglonal theater committed to producing and presenting
for diverse audiences the broadest range of theater in an inviting theatrical
environment. A Summer Theatre Day Camp ofers programs from creative:
dramatics to acting to musical theate for children ages five and up.

Columbus Children's Theatre (Columbus)
hitpfwnw.colschildrenstheatre.org

A children's theater company committed to the belief that the best way for
young people to understand and appreciate the theater rts i through direct
participation. Professionally directed, interactive, hands-on programs cele-
brate young people’s spirit, creativity, and fresh perspective. Offers academy
classes and workshops year-round for grades pre-K to 12 that teach acting
technique, dance, voice, as well as many other specialized areas.

Geauga Lyric Theater Guild—Youth Theater Workshop and Teen Theater
Workshop (Chardon)

hitpfwnw.geaugatheater.org/Ar_education htm

A nonprofit organization formed in 1954 to present live entertainment and
give people an opportunity to participate in community theater. At and
theater education classes are offered throughout the year, and the young
and old refine their alents

Helghts Youth Theatre (Universiy Heights)
hitpfswwnw heighisyouththeatre.com
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acting, script writing, directing, movement, and vocal training, as well as
raining with practical application in deslgning stage sets and props, cos-
tume desgning desging soge ightin tining i stage managsment,
and sound effects.

AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND

Australla

Australlan Theatre for Young People (Walsh Bay, New South Wales)
hitp: . atyp.com.au

In collaboration with professional artsts, reaches over six thousand young,
Australians each year through a diverse program of workshops and produc:
tons. Programs are offered in remote reglons, and scholarships are avail-
able. A “Fresh Ink” program identifies, nurtures, and spotlights the next
generation of Australian writers.

Canberra Youth Theatre [CYT] (Braddon, Australian Capital Territory)
hitpfwvw cyicnet

Established in 1972, the longest standing youth theater in Austealia. Work-
shops. projects, and productions provide training and performance op-
portunites for young people aged six to twenty-five years. Working with
Tocal and interstate professional artsts and arts workers, students explore,
extend, and develop their creativiy. CYT is committed to supporting emerg-
ing artists. Young, people unleash thelr imaginations and create engaging
and challenging theater.

‘The Glenwood Shakespeare Company [GSC] (Casula, New South Wales)
hitp v glenwoodshakespeare.com

A primary and secondary school Shakespeare company specialzing In stu-
dent and amateur film and theatrical productions vith current and former
students and staff. This company opens up opporunities for young tlent
to find itself through theater and Almmaking, inroducing the excitement
and agelessness of Shakespeare to young peaple by having them perform it
In this enterprise, CSC is assoctated with a public school. The focus is now.
on flmmaking, with students writing, shooting, and editing thels own pro-
ductions. Clenwood vas instrumental in bringing about a new film festival
for young people: Tropr, an addition to Tropfest, the world' largest short
film festival. The production schedule for Clenwood is remarkably heavy,
with at least 2 half dozen projects of different kinds In various stages of
completion at any given time.
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Chapel School of Creative Arts (Lexington)
see hitp/jsewws bostoncentral.com/activitesfactivities/p191.php

Offers after-school theater classes for children in grades 2 through 12. In
the fall there s 2 fifieen-sweek theater workshop that focuses on teaching,
children a specifc st of drama skill. In the spring there Is a fiteen-week
production class that introduces all aspects of show production, including
costuming set design, and stage presence.

Children's Theatre of Nantucket (Nantucket Town)
hutpy/jurwwnantucketchildrenstheatre.org

“Takes over the siz-hundred-seat auditorium of the Nantucket High School
for weekdy productions in the summer. Students between eight and sixteen
develop general acting skls and may enroll in multiple sessons,

Concord Youth Theater (Concord)
. concordyouththeatre.org

A nonprofit educational organization founded in 1976 a5 Act/Tunes;
committed to making highquality live theater accessible, relevant, and
memorable for young peaple and thelr familis. Brings the excitement of
live theater to hundreds of participans and audience members each season
through company productions, theater arts classes, summer workshops,
and guest anist performances.

Creative Arts (Reading)
hitpyfow creativeartsforkids org/theatre_kdds php.

Founded in 1975 by a group of local parents concerned about arts in the
communiy; its goal I 0 serve elementary schoolchildren with enrichment
programs. The theater program offers casses to children as young as three
years old. Classes range from stage to screen (elevision as wll as film),

Fiddlehead Youth Theatre Company (Norviood)
hutpyfoww idleheadiheatre.comyclasses.hum

A summer program that provides students with the opporunity to partici-
pate in a drama or musical theater production. Students learn 3 variety of
theater ans skils, including acting, volce, dance, improvisation, technical
theater, and theater games. Studens gan el -confidence and learn to grow
as performers. Students also get the chance to perform in a professional
theater setting before a live audience on their last day of class

Harwich Junior Theatre (West Harwich)
hitpfswhjtcapecod.org/home himl

Offers children the enjoyment of belng In 3 theater audience s well as
o i i sl e "l A 0 G el o bl S
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Provides high-quality training i the performing arts. Membership is open
10 all school.-age children (ages elght to fourteen). Instructional classes are
offered in acting, volce, and dance. Three full-length plays are performed
for the general public each year.

Krayon Kids Musical Theatre Co. (Oregon City)
hitpfsew krayonkids.org,

A selfsufficent children's musical theater offering interested children an
opportunity to participate in original musical productions that feature 3
wide varlety of performance disiplines. The company also provides a qual-
ity program for children to view and be introduced to musical theater.

Northwest Children's Theatre and School (Portland)
hitp fwew nuvcts.org

Produces five mainstage shows a year and operates a year-ound theater
school. Offersskilsclasses and playlabs for ages four and a half o eighteen,
an iniemship program, and summer employment/volunieer opportunities
for teens. Offsite chsses and production support are available to local
schools, including programs that serve atrisk youth.

Northwest Youth Theatre (Troutdale)
hitp fww nyouththeatre.org,

A notforprofit children’s theater company featuring classes in music,
drama, dance, and voice. Afterschool and summer day-camp programs are
available to children from preschool through high school. Children are ot
required to audition, and no child is denied access because of inabillty to
pay.

On Broadway Theatre (Coos Bay)
hitp fwirw.onbroadwaytheater.com

Offers drama and comedy, musicals and children's theater, “enriching the
lives of patrons and players of al ages, through the magic of live theatre.”

Oregon Children's Theatre (Portland)
hitp fwrw.octc.org

Offers classes that allow young people aged four to seventeen to connect
with professional actors who are skiled at teaching the art and eraft of act-
ing. Year-round classes and workshops encourage confidence by building
theater skills in a fun, engaging environment,

Rose Children's Theatre (Eugene)
T PR
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fessional theater experience as well as art education for both the audience
and the theater participants

Camp Curtain Call (Dugspur)
http fwwncampeuraincall com

A coeducational theater camp for children ages seven to eighteen that com-
bines traditional summer camp activities with specialized performing and
visual arts programming

Classika Theatre Family Series (Arlington)
hitp v classika.org,

Offers a conservatory-syle studio in dramatic and visual ars for children
ages four and up. Since it inauguration, more than seven hundsed children
have enjoyed creative classes in the visual and dramatc arts taught by pro-
fessional artists.

Encore Stage and Studlo (arlington)
hitpfwvw.encorestage.org

Intraduces young people toall aspects of theater aris through performances
that are for children and by children and educational programs that are
held year-round.

The Growing Stage (Purcellville)
hitpy fgrowingstage.org

Teaches children from 3ges six to twenty the joys of acting on stage. Sum-
‘mer and fall workshops carry students from nitial auditions to opening

night

Hurrah Players (Norfolk)
hitp v hurrahplagers.com

Dedicated to the idea of leaming by doing, provides a Joyous learming expe-
rience for children of all age. Classes, offered for all age groups and experi-
ence levels, include acting, dancing, singing, musical theater, and stagecraft,
all of which serve to build atistic and creative skill. This instruction is then
translated into a hands-on educational experience through the mounting of
four mainstage productions per season. Students have the opportunity to
Join in these productions.

Mount Vernon Community Children's Theatre [MVCCT] (Alexandria)
hitpfww.mvect org

Anonprofit organization committed to providing opportunities of creative
expression to children of all ags through drama education and live theatri-
cal production. MVCCT produces fall winter, and spring performances and
offers a comprehensive summer and spring break drama camp program.
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Creates original participatory plays that inspire, educate, and empower
children through 3 mix of performance, learning, and digital technologies.
‘CT uses drama and the arts o help young people make positive changes
in their own lives as well as in the communities in which they live. Students
are separated by age, with younger students focusing on creative play and
drama games while older students research and develop new ideas and
practces. Particpatory theater projects mix educational drama practices
swith information and communication technology, creating theater and
Iearning online. Students learn the value of the drama as an applied experi-
ence, working with real people in real situations to solve real problems and
bring about personal, social, and cultural change.

Calverton Youth Theatre (Calverton)
hitp v telinco,co.ukjthroup/cyy/home himl

A group of children aged six through sixicen who perform 3 vide range of
drama, from musicals to pantomime.

Cambridge Drama Centre (Cambridge)
See hutpf v weltes.comjenjrecord] 218427207 ecord himl

Offers new and alterative performances, various drama workshops, chil-
dren's theater, and acting and singing workshops.

Central Youth Theatre (Walverhampton)
hitp v centralyouththeatre.org
Skills In production drama for people aged elght to twenty-five.

The Centre Stage School of Performing Arts (Southgate)
hitp v centrestageuk.comjhome area-home

An innovaive and independent performing arts school with the objective
of delivering high-quality teaching and student development in a warm
and fiendly leaming environment. Offering equal challenges to the expe-
rienced, the young professional, and the newcomer. Singing, dance, and
drama for four- to eighteen-year-olds.

Centre Stage Theatre Group (Hurstpierpoint)
hitp v centrestagetheatregroup.net

Professional teachers and actors cover all aspects of drama, including mime,
improvisation, voice, and script work, with a primary emphasis on building
confidence for the students, aged six through sevenicen.

‘The Cheltenham Children’s Theatre Assoclation (Chelienham)
see_hup/jowvw.cheltenhamau.co.ukjcommunity/community_clubs asp?
linktype=0062&Type=Clubs+9626+Sccieties
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UK Theatre School (London, England, and Glasgow, Scotland)
hitpjultheatreschool.com

Provides professional tutoring and training for applicants who audition
successfully. Four main age groups range from four 1o Rineteen years old.
Academy students age fifteen and older can apply to be part of a Musical
Theatre Masterclass. The school has its ovn casting department that takes
care of any students wishing to audition for professional work

Victoryland Children's Theatre School (Portsmouth)
see hupyfwhw.geocities.comjvictorylandic/

Offers acting dancing, and singing lessons for children aged four to elgh-
teen, vith shows ranging from serious drama to comedy and musicals In
these classes, age groups are split and are tutored in mime, mask work,
physical theater, forum theater, and a variety of other methods. The older
age ranges are taught direcly, but with the younger studens, these skills
are passed on through games. At the highest end, other possibiities open
up, such as crew stage fight direction, and direction andor writing of their
own productions.

Warwick Arts Centre (Wanwick)
hitp v wanwickartscentre.co.ueducation]

Offers sessions for four age groups covering a wide range of skills, includ-
ing text, improvisation, mime, Shakespeare, mask, and music and lots of
games. Children are given the opportunity 1o Increase confidence, make
new friends, and improve teamwork.

Watford Palace Young People’s Theatre (Watford)
hitp v watfordtheatre.co.uk

For all young people regardless of ability, led by professional theater direc-
tors. Weekly workshops take place in the rehearsal spaces of the Palace The-
atre with productions on the main stage and venues around Hertfordshire
and beyond. Three groups are divided by age: Junior Youth Theatre (ages
ten to twelve), Middle Youth Theatre (ages thirteen and fourteen), and Se-
nior Youth Theatre (ages fificen to twenty-one). A backstage youth theater
is available for children fourteen and older.

Worthing Youth Media (Worthing)
hitp wwnw worthingyouththeatre.org uk

Offers children instruction in various media techniques as well as theater.
‘Drama workshops for ages eight to thirteen lead to smallscale theater pro-
ductions. Project work for the thirteen-and-up age group includes camera
technbiie. aximadion; st sl aciing o A





