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Lian Hearn studied modern languages at Oxford University and worked as a film critic and arts editor in London before settling in Australia. A lifelong interest in Japan led to the study of the Japanese language, many trips to Japan, and culminated in the writing of the ‘Tales of the Otori’ series.
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Tales of the Otori



Characters



The Clans



The Otori
(Middle Country; castle town: Hagi)











	Otori Shigeru		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	rightful heir to the clan

	Otori Takeshi		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	his younger brother, murdered by the Tohan clan

	Otori Takeo		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	(born Tomasu) his adopted son

	Otori Shigemori		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	Shigeru’s father, killed at

				the battle of Yaegahara (d.)

	Otori Ichiro		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	a distant relative, Shigeru

				and Takeo’s teacher

	Chiyo	}	 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	maids in the household

	Haruka

			

	Shiro		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	a carpenter

			

	Otori Shoichi		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	Shigeru’s uncle, now lord of the clan

	Otori Masahiro		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	his younger brother

	Otori Yoshitomi		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	Masahiro’s son

			

	Miyoshi Kahei	}	 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	brothers, friends of Takeo

	Miyoshi Gemba

			

	Miyoshi Satoru		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	their father, captain of the

				guard in Hagi castle

			

	Endo Chikara		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	a senior retainer

			

	Terada Fumifusa		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	a pirate

			

	Terada Fumio		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	his son, friend of Takeo

			

	Ryoma		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	a fisherman, Masahiro’s illegitimate son

			

	The Tohan

	(The East; castle town: Inuyama)

			

	Iida Sadamu		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	lord ofthe clan

	Iida Nariaki		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	his cousin

			

	Ando	}	 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	Iida’s retainers

	Abe

			

	Lord Noguchi		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	an ally

	Lady Noguchi		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	his wife

	Junko		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	a servant in Noguchi castle

			

	The Seishuu

	(an alliance of several ancient families in the West. Main castle towns: Kumamoto and Maruyama)

			

	Arai Daiichi		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	a warlord

			

	Niwa Satoru		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	a retainer

	Akita Tsutomu		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	a retainer

	Sonoda Mitsuru		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	Akita’s nephew 

			

	Maruyama Naomi		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	head of the Maruyama

				domain, Shigeru’s lover

	Mariko		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	her daughter

	Sachie		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	her maid

			

	Sugita Haruki		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	a retainer

	Sugita Hiroshi		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	his nephew

	Sakai Masaki		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	Hiroshi’s cousin

			

	Lord Shirakawa		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	head of the Shirakawa domain

	Kaede		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	his eldest daughter,

				Lady Maruyama’s cousin

			

	Ai	}	 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	his daughters

	Hana

	Ayame	}	 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	maids in the household

	Manami

	Ayako

			

	Amano Tenzo		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	a Shirakawa retainer

			

	Shoji Kiyoshi		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	senior retainer to Lord Shirakawa

			

	The Tribe

	The Muto Family

			

	Muto Kenji		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	Takeo’s teacher, the Master

	Muto Shizuka		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	Kenji’s niece, Arai’s mistress

				and Kaede’s companion

			

	Zenko	}	 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	her sons

	Taku

	Muto Seiko		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	Kenji’s wife

	Muto Yuki		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	their daughter

	Muto Yuzuru		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	a cousin

	Kana	}	 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	maids

	Miyabi

			

	The Kikuta Family

			

	Kikuta Isamu		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	Takeo’s real father (d.)

	Kikuta Kotaro		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	his cousin, the Master

	Kikuta Gosaburo		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	Kotaro’s younger brother

	Kikuta Akio		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	their nephew

	Kikuta Hajime		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	a wrestler

	Sadako		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	a maid

			

	The Kuroda Family

			

	Kuroda Shintaro		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	a famous assassin

	Kondo Kiichi		. . 	a Tribe member, warrior and Kaede’s retainer

			

	Imai Kazuo		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	an actor

			

	Kudo Keiko		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	an actor

			

	Others

			

	Lord Fujiwara		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	a nobleman, exiled from the capital

	Mamoru		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	his protégé and companion

	Ono Rieko		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	his first wife’s cousin

	Murita		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	a retainer

	Dr Ishida		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	his physican

			

	Matsuda Shingen		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	the abbot at Terayama

	Kubo Makoto		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	a monk, Takeo’s closest friend

			

	Jin-emon		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	a bandit

			

	Jiro		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	a farmer’s son

			

	Jo-An		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	an outcaste

			

	Horses

			

	Raku		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	grey with black mane and tail.

				Takeo’s first horse, given by him to Kaede

	Kyu		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	black, Shigeru’s horse, disappeared in Inuyama

	Aoi		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	black (half-brother to Kyu)

	Ki		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	Amano’s chestnut

	Shun		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	Takeo’s bay. A very clever horse

			

			

			

			

	bold = main characters

	(d.) = character died before the start of Book One
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