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The Harsh Cry of the Heron

Lian Hearn studied modern languages at Oxford and worked as a film critic and arts editor in London before settling in Australia. A lifelong interest in Japan led to a study of the Japanese language, many trips to Japan and culminated in the writing of the Tales of the Otori.

‘Much to enjoy – treacherous plots, possession by the spirits, cracking battle scenes. Lian Hearn writes with a delicate attention to detail that creates an all-encompassing world around her characters’

Sunday Telegraph

‘Builds to a climax that proves both fittingly cataclysmic and wholly satisfying’

Independent on Sunday

‘An exquisite story . . . An involving adventure’

Daily Telegraph

‘Gorgeously violent, complex and well written’

The Times


  
    
  

Tales of the Otori

Book One: Across the Nightingale Floor

Book Two: Grass for His Pillow

Book Three: Brilliance of the Moon
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Main Characters









	Otori Takeo.		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	ruler of the Three Countries

	Otori Kaede		 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  	his wife

	Shigeko		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	their eldest daughter, heir to Maruyama

	Maya	}	 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	their twin daughters

	Miki

	Arai Zenko		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	head of the Arai clan, lord of Kumamoto

	Arai Hana		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	his wife, Kaede’s sister

	Sunaomi	}	 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	their sons

	Chikara

	Muto Kenji		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	Master of the Muto family and the Tribe

	Muto Shizuka		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	Kenji’s niece and successor, mother to Zenko and Taku

	Muto Taku		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	Takeo’s spymaster

	Sada		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	a member of the tribe, Maya’s companion

	Mai		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	Sada’s sister

	Yuki (Yusetsu)		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	Kenji’s daughter, Hisao’s mother

	Muto Yasu		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	a merchant

	Imai Bunta		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	Shizuka’s informant

	Dr Ishida		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	Shizuka’s husband, Takeo’s physician

	Sugita Hiroshi		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	senior retainer of Maruyama

	Miyoshi Kahei		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	Takeo’s commander in chief, lord of Yamagata

	Miyoshi Gemba		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	his brother

	Sonoda Mitsuru		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	lord of Inuyama

	Ai		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	his wife, Kaede’s sister

	Matsuda Shingen		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	abbot of the temple at Terayama

	Kubo Makoto (later Eikan)		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	his successor, Takeo’s closest friend

	Minoru		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	Takeo’s scribe

	Kuroda Junpei	}	 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	Takeo’s bodyguards

	Kuroda Shinsaku

	Terada Fumio		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	explorer and sea captain

	Lord Kono		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	a nobleman, son of Lord Fujiwara

	Saga Hideki		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	the Emperor’s general, lord of the Eastern Isles

	Don João		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	a foreign merchant

	Don Carlo		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	a foreign priest

	Madaren		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	their interpreter

	Kikuta Akio		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	Master of the Kikuta family

	Kikuta Hisao		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	his son

	Kikuta Gosaburo		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	Akio’s uncle

	Horses

	Tenba		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	a black horse given by Shigeko to Takeo

	The two sons of Raku, both grey with black mane and tail

	Ryume		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	Taku’s horse

	Keri		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	Hiroshi’s horse

	Ashige		. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	Shigeko’s grey
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    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   
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