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Visiting time was almost over. Once the bell had been rung, everyone had to go, no matter how far they had come. Jo sat and gazed at him, longing to do something more than just squeeze his hand, knowing that she could not kiss those torn, misshapen lips. She kissed his hand instead, each finger and the palm, and held it against her mouth. Next time she saw him, she would be a fully fledged lumberjill, working – she hoped – in one of the forests of the south-east, and able to see him every week.

‘I’ll write to you, Nick,’ she whispered. ‘I’ll write every day. And I’ll come and see you just as soon as I can.’

Nick turned his head towards her. The dark brown eyes, once so alive, now as dead as pebbles, looked into hers. The bell rang loudly, an intrusion, and she hated the noise of it. She whispered his name again and, unable to say the word ‘goodbye’, turned and hurried blindly out of the ward.

Not for anything in the world would she have confessed to anyone else the dismay she had felt on seeing his ravaged face. Not for anything in the world; not even to herself.



Lilian Harry’s grandfather hailed from Devon and Lilian always longed to return to her roots, so moving from Hampshire to a small Dartmoor town in her early twenties was a dream come true. She quickly absorbed herself in local life, learning the fascinating folklore and history of the moors, joining the church bellringers and a country dance club, and meeting people who are still her friends today. Although she later moved north, living first in Herefordshire and then in the Lake District, she returned in the 1990s and now lives on the edge of the moor with her two ginger cats. She is still an active bellringer and member of the local drama group, and loves to walk on the moors. She has one son and one daughter. Her latest novel in hardback, A Stranger in Burracombe, is also available from Orion. Visit her website at www.lilianharry.co.uk.
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