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When I write Magic Tree House® adventures, I love including facts about the times and places Jack and Annie visit. But when readers finish these adventures, I want them to learn even more. So that’s why my husband, Will, and my sister, Natalie Pope Boyce, and I write a series of nonfiction books that are companions to the fiction titles in the Magic Tree House® series. We call these books Fact Trackers because we love to track the facts! Whether we’re researching dinosaurs, pyramids, Pilgrims, sea monsters, or cobras, we’re always amazed at how wondrous and surprising the real world is. We want you to experience the same wonder we do—so get out your pencils and notebooks and hit the trail with us. You can be a Magic Tree House® Fact Tracker, too!
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Here’s what kids, parents,
and teachers have to say about the
Magic Tree House® Fact Trackers:


“They are so good. I can’t wait for the next one. All I can say for now is prepare to be amazed!”—Alexander N.




“I have read every Magic Tree House book there is. The [Fact Trackers] are a thrilling way to get more information about the special events in the story.”—John R.




“These are fascinating nonfiction books that enhance the magical time-traveling adventures of Jack and Annie. I love these books, especially American Revolution. I was learning so much, and I didn’t even know it!”—Tori Beth S.




“[They] are an excellent ‘behind-the-scenes’ look at what the [Magic Tree House fiction] has started in your imagination! You can’t buy one without the other; they are such a complement to one another.”—Erika N., mom




“Magic Tree House [Fact Trackers] took my children on a journey from Frog Creek, Pennsylvania, to so many significant historical events! The detailed manuals are a remarkable addition to the classic fiction Magic Tree House books we adore!”—Jenny S., mom




“[They] are very useful tools in my classroom, as they allow for students to be part of the planning process. Together, we find facts in the [Fact Trackers] to extend the learning introduced in the fictional companions. Researching and planning classroom activities, such as our class Olympics based on facts found in Ancient Greece and the Olympics, help create a genuine love for learning!”—Paula H., teacher
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In the 1700s, our country was not called the United States. Instead of states, America was divided into 13 colonies (KOLL-uh-neez). A colony is land that is owned by another country.
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Britain controlled the American colonies. Its king, George III, and the British government ruled them.

People often sailed from Europe and Britain to begin new lives in the colonies. Some came for freedom to worship as they pleased. Others came for land. Still others came for work.
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People who live in colonies are called colonists.



The trip was long and dangerous. It could take two months or more. Storms often pounded the small ships. Sometimes there wasn’t enough food on board. Many people became sick and died.

The Colonists

In the 1700s, there were almost two million people in the colonies. Many families came from Britain. They did not think of themselves as “Americans.” They thought of themselves as British. Their loyalty was to the king.
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Rich colonists often sent their sons to school in England.



Other colonists came from Germany, France, Holland, Sweden, and Finland. Many of them came to farm the fertile land in the middle colonies. They didn’t think of themselves as Americans, either. They called themselves New Yorkers, Virginians, or other names based on their colonies.
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The colonies also had slaves, who were brought over from West Africa. Most slaves lived on large farms called plantations (plan-TAY-shunz) in the southern colonies. They worked in the fields or as house servants.

There were also American Indians in the colonies. They were there long before the colonists arrived. Many lost their lands as the colonies grew larger.

The Colonies Prosper

By 1750, the colonies were prospering. America was rich in natural resources.
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Prosper means “to be successful.”
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Natural resources are useful things that are found in nature.



Vast forests covered the land. There was wood for building and heating houses. There was plenty of wildlife and fish for food and furs. Much of the soil was good for growing crops.
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Many colonists made money by selling their products to England. They sold rice, furs, tobacco, wheat, and other things they grew or produced. The colonists also bought many products from England.
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All the colonies but Pennsylvania were on the Atlantic coast. The soil was poor in New England. Some people were farmers. But many New England colonists became shipbuilders, fishermen, or merchants.

In the middle colonies, the land was rich and fertile. Farmers grew grain that fed most of the other colonies. These colonies were known as the “bread colonies.”

Tobacco was the biggest crop in the southern colonies. Rice was also a popular crop. Many large plantations in South Carolina grew it in the wet lowlands.
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Patrick Henry gave
stirring speeches urging
revolution. In one famous
speech, he said, “As for
me, give me liberty or
give me death!”

Mary Katherine Goddard ran a
newspaper in Baltimore.
In January 1777, she pub-
lished the Declaration of
Independence. For the first
time, all the signers

were listed. Later, she
became the first woman postmaster in
America.
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letters. He did this so the king could read 1t
without his glasses. Today, when people
sign their names on a letter, they say
they're putting their “John Hancock™ on it.

Phillis Wheatley began life in America as
aslave. Later, she was given her freedom.
Phillis became a poet. Important

people, including Benjamin
Franklin, admired her work.
She sent a poem to George
Washington praising him
and the Revolution.

Nathan Hale was a soldier for the
Revolution. His job was to
spy on the British. Nathan
was caught and hanged.
Before he died, he declared,
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ots by writing a popular
pamphlet called Common
Sense. In it he urged the
colonists to break away
from Britain.

George Washington thought he was
leaving home for one year to fight the
British. The war lasted eight
years! Afterward, he became
the first president of the
United States. Our capital—
Washington, D.C.—is named
after him.

John Hancock was the
first to sign the Declaration.
He wrote his name in big
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three languages. Frankln worked to get
France’s help in the war. Later, he helped
write a truce with the British.

John Adams was a lawyer from
New England. He be-

lieved in justice. Even
though he was a patriot, he
defended British soldiers
accused of killing peo-
ple during the Boston

Massacre. He was our second president.

Abigail Adams ran the family farm
alone when her husband,
John, was away. She told
John Adams to “remember

the ladies” when making
new laws for the nation.
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son was the third president of the
United States.

Benjamin Franklin had
only one year of school. But
he became a famous writer
and scientist who spoke
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The colonists even protested with
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Cannon: Cannons were the most power-
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The British had more cannons than the
colonists.
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George
Washington’s
Headquarters
Flag

General Washington flew this
flag over his headquarters
throughout the war.

First Stars and Stripes
In 1777,
Congress

adopted a
flag with
13 stars
and stripes as the
flag of the United
States. They rep-
resented the 13
colonies.
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There was no official flag during colonial
times. Many different flags flew over the
colonies. Here are some of the most popular.

Grand Union Flag
George Washington used
this flag in January 1776.
It was the first flag of
the United States.

|

) é Rattlesnake Flag
Some colonists used

D/Oﬂij_EﬁDﬁﬁ'LE this flag to show they
weren't afraid of the
British.
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